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• CHAP. LVIII. 

Origin and Numbers of the Firji Cin fade. •-•-Cha^ 
raders of the Latin Princes. — Their March 
to Confantinofle. — Policy of the Greek Em- 
peror Alexius . — Conquefi of Nice, Antioch, 
and Jerufalem, by the Franks. — Deliverance 
of the Holy Sepulchre. — Godfrey of Bouillo?!, 

Firji King of Jerifalem. — Iifiitutions of the 
French or Latin Kingdom. 

A bout twenty years after the conqueft of 

Jerufalem by the Turks, the holy fepul- ^Lvitj/ 
chre was vifited by an hermit of the name of’ — 
Peter, a native of Amiens, in tlie province of cvnml, 
Picardy " in France. His refentment and fym- a.d. 

‘ Wiiimfical enough is the origin of the name of Picards, and from the 

thence of Plcardh, which does not date earKer than A. D. laco. It 
. VOJi, XL . , 3 ; 
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c H A p. patliy were excited by his own injuries and the 
L?iiL oppreffion of the Ghriftian name ; he mingled 
his tears with thofe of the Patriarchj and ear- 
neftly enquired, if no hopes of relief could be 
entertained from the Greek Emperors of the eaft. 
The Patriarch expofed the vices andweaknefs of 
the fuccelfors of Conllantine. “ I will roufe,” 
exclaimed the hermit, “ the martial nations of 
Europe in your caufe and Europe was obe- 
dient to the call of the hermit. The aftonilhed 
Patriarch dilmiffed him with epiftles of credit and 
complaint and no fooner did he land at Bari, 
than Peter haftened to kifs the feet of the Ro- 
man pontiff. His flature was fmall, his appear- 
ance contemptible ; but his eye was keen and 
lively ; and he pofTefTed that vehemence ■ of 
fpeech, which feldom fails to impart the per- 
fiiafion of the foul ^ He was born of a gen- 
tleman’s family (for we miifl now adopt a mo- 
dern idiom), and his military fervice was under 
the neighbouring counts of Boulogne^ the he- 
roes of the fil’d criifade. But he foon relin- 
quifhed the fword and the world •, and if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 
ugly, he might withdraw, with the lefs reludiance, 


Ivas an academical joke, an epithet firfl: applied to the quarrelfome 
humour of thofe ftudents, in the Univerfity of Paris, who came from 
the frontier of France and Flanders (Valefii Notitia Galliarum, p. 447. 
Longuerus, Defeription de la France, p. 54.). 

= William of Tyre ( 1 . i. c, ii. p. 637, 638.) thus deferibes the her- 
mit : pufillus, perfona contemptibilis, vivacis ingenii, et occulum ha- 
bens perfpicacem gratumquc, et fponte fluens ei non deerat eloquium. 
See Albert' Aquenfis, p. 185. Guibert, p. 482. Anna Comnena in 
Alexiad, I. x. p, 384, &c. with Ducange’s notes, p. 349. 
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from her bed to a convent, and at length to an c h ap. 
hermitage. In this auftere folitude, his body . , 
was emaciated, his fancy was inflamed j what- 
ever he wiflied, he believed ; whatever he be- 
lieimd, he Jaw in dreams and revelations. From 
Jendalem, the pilgTim returned an accompliflied 
fluiatic ; but as he excelled in the popular mad- 
nefs of the times, Pope Urban the Second re- 
ceived him as a prophet, applauded his glorious 
defign, promifed to fupport it in a genera! 
council, and encouraged him to proclaim the 
deliverance of the Holy Land. Invigorated by 
the approbation of the Pontiff, his zealous mif- 
iionary traverfed, with fpeed andfuccefs, the pro- 
vinces of Italy and France. His diet was abfte- 
mious, his prayers long and fervent, and the alms 
which he received with one hand, he diflributed 
with the other: his head was bare, his feet naked, 
his meagre body was wrapt in a coarfe garment; 
be bore and difplayed a weighty crucifix ; and 
the afs on which he road was flmdlifled in the 
public eye by the fervice of the man of God. 

He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the ftreets, and the highways ; the 
hermit entered with equal confidence the palace 
and the cottage ; and the people, for all w^as 
people, was impetuoofly moved by his call to re- 
pentance and arms. When he painted the fiiffer- 
ingsof the natives and pilgrims of Palefliine, every 
heart was melted to compafliond every breaii 
glowed with indignation, wiien he challenged the 
warriors of the age to defend their brethren, and 
B 2 refcue 
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C HAF. refciie their Saviour : his ignorance of art and 
mil. language was compenfated by f ghs, and tearSj 
and ejaculations ; and Peter fiipplied the defi- 
ciency of reafon by loud and frequent appeals to 
Chrift and Ills Mother, to the faints and angels of 
paradife, with whom he had perfonaily converfed*. 
The molt perfedt orator of Athens might have 
envied the fuccefs of his eloquence : the ruilic 
enthiifiaft inipired the paffions which he felt, and 
Chriftendom expedted with impatience the coini» 
fels and decrees of the fupreme Pontiff. 

Urban II. Tliemagnaniinous fpirit of Gregory the Seventh 

in the had already embraced the defign of arming Eu- 
Pkintk againft Afia ; the ardour of his zeal and am- 
A.D. bition dill breathes in his epiftles : from either 
to’h of the Alps, fifty thoufand Catholics had 

enlifted under the banner of St. Peter ^ ; and his 
fuccefibr reveals Ms intention of marching at 
their head againft the impious fedtaries of Ma- 
homet. But the glory or reproach of executing, 
though not in perfon, this holy enterprife, was 
referved for Urban the Second % the mod faitli- 
ful of his difciples. He undertook the conqueft 
of the Eaft, whilll the larger portion of Rome was 
polfefied and fortified by his rival Guibert of 
Ravenna, who contended with Urban for the 


^ Ultra qulnquagbta millu, fi me poflunt in expeditione pro duce 
et pontifice habere, annata mand volunt in inimicos Dei infurgere et 
ad fepulchrum Domini ipfo ducente pervenire (Gregor, vii. epift. ii. 
31 . in tom.xii. p.gaa. concil.). 

See the original lives of Urban II. by Pandulphus Pifanns and 
Bernardus Guido, in Muratori, Rer. Ital. Script, tom. iii. pars i. 
P- 3J3* 
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iiame and, honours of the pontificate. He at- c 
tempted to unite- the powers of the Weft, at a 
time when the princes were feparated from the 
church, and the people from their princes, by 
the excommunication which himfelf and hispre- 
decefibrs had thundered againft the Emperor and 
the King of France. Philip the Firft, of France, 
fupported with patience the cenfures which he 
had provoked by his fcandalous life and adulter- 
ous marriage. Henry the Fourth, of Germany, 
afierted the right of inveftitures, the prerogative 
of confirming his bifhops by the delivery of the 
ring and crofier. But the Emperor’s party was 
crufhed in Italy by the arms of the Normans and 
the Countefs Mathilda; and the long quarrel had 
been recently envenomed by the revolt of his fon 
Conrad and the fiiame of his wifeb who, in the 
fynods of Conftance and Placentia, confeffed the 
manifold proftitutions to which file had been ex- 
pofed by an hufband regardlefs of her honour 
and his own So popular was the caufe of 

Urban, 

^ She is known by the dlflerent names of Praxesj Eupraecia, Eu- 
frafia, and Adelals ; and was the daughter of a Ruffian Prince, and 
the widow of a margrave of Brandenburgh. Struv. Corpus Hift. 
Germanicae, p. 340. 

® Henricus odio earn coepit habere: ideo incarceravit earn, et 
conceffit ut plerique vim ei inferrent ; immo filium^ hortans ut earn 
fubagitaret (Dodechin, Continuat. Marian. Scot, apud Baron. A. D. 
1093, 4.). In the fynod of Conftance, flie is defcribed byBerthol- 

dus, rerum infpe<ftor : quffi fe tantas et tam in inauditas fornicationum 
fpurcitias, et a tantis paflam fuille conquefta eft, &c. and again at 
Placentia : fatis mlfericordlter fufcepit, eo quod ipfam tantas fpurcitias 
non tam commiffilTe quam invitam pertulifle pro certo cognoverit papa 
cum fan<fta fynodo. Apud Baron. A. D. 1093, N‘4, 1094, N 3. 

A rare fubjedi for the infallible decifionof a pope and council, Thefe 
B 3 abominations 
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CHAP. Urban, fo weighty was bis influence, that the 

■_ council 'which he fuminoned at Placentia’ was 
compofed of two hundred bifliops of Italy, 
France, Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four 
thoiifand of the clergy, and thirty thoufand of the 
'laity, attended this important meeting; and as 
the moft fpacious cathedral would have been in- 
adequate to the multitude, the feffion of feven 
days was held in a plain adjacent to the city. 
The ambaffadors of the Greek Emperor, Alexius 
Comnenus, were introduced to plead the diftrefs 
of their fovereign and the danger of Conlfanti- 
nople, which was divided only by a narrow fea 
from the victorious Turks, the common enemies 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppliant addrefs 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes; and 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, ex- 
horted them to repel the Barbarians on the con- 
fines of Afia, rather than to expedt them in the 
heart of Europe. At the fad tale of the mifeiy 
and perils of their Eaflern brethren, the aflembly 
burfc into tears: the mofl eager champions de- 
clared their readinefs to march ; and the Greek 
ambafladors were difmiffed with the afliu’ance of 
a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The relief of 
Conftantinople was included in the larger and 
moll didant projedl of the deliverance of Jem- 

aljominationB are repugnant to every principle of huroan nature, ^vliiclt 
is not altered by a difpiite about rings and crofiers. Yet it Ibould feein , 
that the wretched woman was tempted by the priefts to relate or fub- 
fcribe fome infamous ftories of herfelf and her Jiufband. 

7 See the narrative and a^s of the fynod of Placentia, Concil. tom. xii. 
p. Saij&c. 
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ialem; but the prudent Urban adjourned the chap. 
final decifion to a fecond fyiiod, which he pro- 
pofed to celebrate in fome city of France in the 
autumn of the fame j^'ear. The fliort delay would 
propagate the flame of enthufiafm j and his firmed 
hope was in a nation of foldiers®, ftill proud of 
the pre-eminence of their name, and ambitious to 
emulate their hero. Charlemagne % who, in the 
popular romance of Turpin had atchieved the 
conquefi of the Holy Land. A latent motive of 
affe^ion or vanity might influence the choice of 
Urban: he was himfelf a native of France, a 
monk of Clugny, and the firft of bis countrymen 
who afcended the throne of St. Peter. The Pope 
had illuftrated his family and province ; nor is 
there perhaps a more exquifite gratification than 
to revifit, in a confpicuous dignity, the humble 
and laborious fcenes of our youth. 


* Guibert, Wmfelf a Frenchman, praifes the piety and valour of the 
French nation, the author and example of the crufades : Gens nobilis, 
prudens, bellicofa, dapfilis et nitida .... Quos enim Britones, 
Anglos, Ligures, fi bonis eos moribus videamus, non illico Francos 
homines appelleraus? (p. 478.) He owns, hov/ever, that the vivacity 
of the French, degenerates into petulance among foreigners (p.483.) 
and vain loquacioufnefs (p. 50a.). 

® Per viam quam jamdudum Carolus Magnus mirificus rex Fran^- 
corum aptari fecit ufque C, P. (Gefta Francorum, p. 1. Robert. 
Monach. Hift. Hierof. I. i. p. 33, &c. 

John Tilpinus, or Turpinus, was Archbilhop of Rheims, A. D. 773, 
After the year 1000, this romance was compofed in his name, by a 
monk of the borders of France and Spain ; and fuch was the idea of 
ecclefiaftical merit, that he delcrlbes himfelf as a fighting and drinking 
priefi. ! Yet the book of ■ lies w^as pronounced authentic by Pope Ca- 
lixtus II. (A. D, iiaa), and is refpedlfully quoted by the Abbot 
Suger, in the great Chronicles of St. Denys (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, 
medii .ffivi, edit. Manfi, tom. iv, p. 161.). 

B 4 li; 
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c H A p. It may occaiion feme furprife that the Romaii 
LViii. pontiff Hiould ere6fc, in the heart of France, the 
Coimcii of tribunal from whence he hurled his anathemas 
againli the King; but our furprife will vanifli fo 
jopjj form a juft eftimate of the King of 

November. Prance of the eleventh century"'. Philip the 
Firft was the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet, the 
founder of the prefent race, who, in the decline 
of Charlemagne’s pofterity, added the regal title 
to his patrimonial eftates of Paris and Orleans. 
In this narrow compafs, he was pofteffed of wealth 
and jurifdi^lion ; but in the reft of France, Hugh 
and his firft defeendants were no more than the 
feudal lords of about fixty dukes and counts, of 
independent and hereditary power”, who dift 
dained the control of laws and legal affemblies, 
and whofe difregard of their fovereign was re- 
venged by the difobedience of their inferior 
vaffals. At Clermont, in the territories of the 
Count of Auvergne ‘h the Pope might brave with 
impunity the refentment of Philip; and the 
council which he convened in that city was not 

’* See Etat de la France, by the Count de BoulalnVilliers, torn.!, 
p. i8o — l8a. and the fecond volume of the Obfervations fur I’Hiftoire 
de France, by the Abbe de Mably. 

In the provinces to the fouth of the Loire, the firft Capetians were 
ftarcely allowed a feudal Supremacy. On all fidesjNormandy, Bretagne, 
Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Flanders, contradled the name and 
limits of the proper France. See Hadrian Valef. Notitia Galliarum. 

Thefe counts, a younger branch of the dukes of Aquitaine, were 
at length defpoiled of the greateft part of their country By Philip 
Auguftus. The bilhops of Clermont gradually became princes of 
the city. Melanges, tires d’une grande Bibliotheque, tom. xxxvL 
j. a8S, &c. 
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lefs numerous or refpe<5table than the fynodof Pia- chap. 
centia'^ Befides his court and council of Roman , . 

cardinals, he was fupported by thirteen archbi- 
fliops and two hundred and twenty-five bifliops j 
the number of mitred prelates was computed at 
four hundred; and the fathers of the church were 
bleffed by the faints, and enlightened by the 
dodlors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms, 
a martial train of lords and knights of power and 
renown, attended the council in high expecta- 
tion of its refolves ; and fuch was the ardour of 
zeal and curiofity, that the city was filled, and 
many thoufands, in the month of November, 
erected their tents or huts in the open field. A 
feflion of eight days produced fome ufeful or edi- 
fying canons for the I'eformation of manners ; a 
fevere cenfure was pronounced againft the licence 
of private war; the truce of God was con- 
firmed, a fufpenfion of hoftilites during four days 
of the week ; women and priefts were placed 
under the fafeguard of the church ; and a pro- 
tection of three years was extended to hulband- 
men and merchants, the defencelefs victims of 
military rapine. But a law, however venerable 

See the adls of the council of Clermont, Concil. tom. xii. 
p.8a9, &c. 

” Confluxerunt ad concilium e raultis regionibus, viri potentes et 
honorati, innumeri quamvis cingulo laicalis militi® fuperbi (Baldric, an 
eye-witnefs, p. 86 — 88. Robert. Mon. p. 31, 3a. Will. Tyr. i. 14, 

15. p. 639 — 641. Guibert, p. 478 — 480. Fulcher. Carnot, p. 38a.). 

The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) was firft invented in 
Aquitain, A.D. 1032; blamedbyfomebifhopsasanoccafionofpeijury, 
and rejedied by the Normans as contrary to their privileges (Ducange, 

GlolT. Latin, tom. vi. p. 68a-—685.). 
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c H A F. be the .fan6fcion, cannot fuddenly transform the 
Lviii. temper of .the times ; and the benevolent efforts 
of Urban deferve the lefs praife, fince he laboured 
to appeafe fome domeftic quarrels, that he might 
fpread the flames of war from the Atlantic to the 
Euphrates. From the fynod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great defign bad gone forth among 
the nations : the clergy on their return had 
preached in every diocefe the merit and glory of 
the deliverance of the Holy Land j and when the 
Pope afcended a lofty fcaflbld in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addrefled to a 
well-prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, bis exhortation was vehement, his 
fuccefs inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the fliout of thoufands, who with one voice, 
and in their rullic idiom, exclaimed aloud, “ God 
“ wills it, God wills it*V* “ It is indeed the 
“ will of God,’’ replied the Pope ; “ and let this 
“ memorable word, the iiifpiration furely of the 
“ Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
^ “ of battle, to animate the devotion and coii- 

rage of the champions of' Chrift. His crofs is 
“ the fymbol of your falvation ; wear it, a red, 
a bloody crofs, as an external mark on your 

Deus vult, Deus vult ! was the pure acclamation of the clergy %v]io 
underftood Latin (Robert. Mon. 1 . 1 . p. 3 2.). By the illiterate laity, who 
ipoke the Provincial or Limoujm idiom, it was corrupted to hem lo 
volt, or Diex el voit. See Chron. Cufiiienfe, I.iv. c. ii. p. 497. in 
Mui-aton, Script. Rerum. Ital. tom. iv. and Ducange (Diflertat. xi. 
p. 207. fur Joinville, . and GIolT. Latin, tom. ii. p. 690.), who, in his 
preface, produces a very difficult fpecimen of the dialed of Rovergne, 
A. D. iiodi very near, both in time and place, to the council of 
Clermont (p. 15, 16.). 
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brealls or flioulders, as a pledge of your faered c h a p. 
and irrevocable engagement.’* The propofal 
was joyfully accepted ; great numbers both of the 
clergy and laity iinprelfed on their garments the 
iign of the crofs and folicited the Pope to 
march at their head. This dangerous honour 
was declined by the more prudent fucceffbr of 
Gregory, who alledged the fchifra of the churchy 
and the duties of his palloral office, recommend- 
ing to the faithful, who were difqualified by fex 
or profeffipn, by age or infirmity, to aid, with 
their prayers and alms, the perfonal fervice of 
their robuft brethren. The name and powers of 
his legate he devolved on Adhemar Bifliop of Puy^ 
the firft who had received the crofs at his hands. 

The foremofi: of tlie temporal chiefs w^as Ray- 
mond Count of Thouloufe, whofe ambaffadors in 
the council exciifed the abfence, and pledged the 
honour of their mailer. After the confefiTion and 
abfolution of their iins, the champions of the crofs 
were difmiffed with a fiiperfluous admonition to 
invite their countrymen and friends : and their 
departure for the Holy Land was fixed to the 
fellivalofthe Affumption, the fifteenth of Augufl, 
of the enfiiing year 

So 

Moft commonly on their flioulders, in gold, or fillc, or cloth, fewed 
on their garments. In the firft crufade, all were red ; in the third, the 
French alone preferved that colour, while green erofles were adopted by 
the Flemings, and white by the Englilh (Ducange, tom. li. p. 651.). 

Yet in England, the red ever appears the favourite, and, as it were, 
the national, colour of our military enfigns and uniforms. 

Bongarfius, who has publilhed the original writers of the crufades, 
adopts, with much, complacency, the fanatic title of Gulbertus, Gefta 
J)bi per Francos ; though forae critics propofe to read Gefta Diaboli per 

Francos 
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CHAP. So familiar, and as it were fo natural to man, 
^ Lvni.^^ jg pra6liGe of violence, that our indulgence 
Jufticeof allows the flighteft provocation, the moil dif- 
fader*^' right, as a fiifficient ground of national 

hoflility. But the name and nature of an holy 
war demands a more rigorous fcrutiny ; nor can 
we hajdily believe, that the fervants of the Prince 
of Peace would unfheath the fwordof deftru6tion,- 
unlefs the motive were pure, the quarrel legiti- 
mate, and the necelSty inevitable. The policy 
of an adlion may be determined from the tardy 
lelTons of experience ; but, before we a6t, our 
confcience thould be fatisfied of the juftice and 
propriety of our enterprife. In the age of the 
crufades, the Chritlians, both of the Eafl and 
Weft, were perfuaded of their lawfulnefs and 
merit ; their arguments are clouded by the per- 
petual abufe of Scripture and rhetoric ; but they 
feem to infill on the right of natural and religious 


Francos (Hanovise, idri, two vols. in folio). I Ihall briefly enumerate, 
as they lland in this colledlion, the authors whom I have ufed for the 
firft crufade. 1 . Gefta Francorum. II. Robertas Monachus. III. Bal- 
dricus. IV.Raimundus deAgiles. V.AlbertusAquenfes. VLFuIcherhis 
Carnotenfis. VII. Guibertus. VIII. Willielmus Tyrienris. Muratori 
has given us, IX. Radulphus Cadomenfis de Geftis Tancredi (Script. 
Rer. Ital. tom. v. p. 285 — 333.), and, X. Bernardus Thefaurius de Ac- 
quifitione. Terrse San^se (tom. vii. p. 664 — 848.}. The laft of thefe 
was unknown to a late French hiftorian, who has given a large and 
critical lift of the writers of the crufades (Efprit des Croifades, tom. i. 
p. i3-~-i4i.), and moft of whofe judgments my own experience will 
allow me to ratify. It was late before I could obtain a fight of the 
French hiftorians colleifted by Duchefne. I. Petri Tudebodi Sacerdotis 
Sivracenfis Hiftoria de Hierofolymitano Itinere (tom. iv. p. 773 — 813-), 
has been transfufed Into the fiirft anonymous writer of Bongariius. IL The 
Metrical Hiftory of the firft Cmlade, in vii books, (p. 890 — 91a.}, is 
of fmall value or account. 
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defences their peculiar title to the Holy Land, chap, 
and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometan . . 

foes"°. I. The right of a jufl defence may fairly 
include our civil and fpiritiial allies : it depends 
on the exiftence of danger: and that danger miift 
be eftiinated by the two-fold confideration of the 
malice, and the power, of our enemies. A per- 
nicious tenet has been imputed to the Mahome- 
tans, the duty of extirpating all other religions by 
the fword. This charge of ignorance and bi- 
gotry is refuted by the Koran, by the hiftory of 
the MulTulman conquerors, and by their public 
and legal toleration of the Cliriftian worfhip. But 
it cannot be denied, that the Oriental churches 
are deprelTed under their iron yoke j that, in 
peace and war, they affert a divine and indefea- 
fible claim of univerfal empire j and that, in their 
orthodox creed, the unbelieving nations are con- 
tinually threatened with the lofs of religion or 
liberty. In the eleventh century, the vi^orious 
arms of the Turks prefented a real and .urgent 
apprehenfion of thefe Ioffes. They had fubdiied, 
in lefs than thirty years, the kingdoms of Alia, as 
far as Jerufalem and the Hellefpont : and the 
Greek empire tottered on the verge of dellruc- 
tion. Belides an honefl lympathy for their bre- 
thren, the Latins had a right and intereft in the 
fiipport of Conftantinople, the moll important 
barrier of the Well j and the privilege of defence 

If the reader will turn to the firft fcene of the firft part of Henry' ■ 
the Fourth, he will fee in the text of Shakelpeare the natural feelings 
of enthufiafm; and in the notes of Dr. Johnfon, the workings of a 
bigotted though vigorous mind, greedy of every pretence to hate and 
perfecute thofe who dilTent from his creed. 

mud; 
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c H A P. reacli to prevent, as well as to repel, an 
LViii. impending affault. But this fakitary purpofe 
’ might have been accoinpliflied by a moderate 
fuccourj and our calmer reafon mull difcl aim 
the innumerable hods and remote operations, 
■which overwhelmed Alia and depopulated Eu- 
rope. IL Paleftine could add nothing to the 
drength or fafety of the Latins ; and fanaticifm 
alone could pretend to juftify the conquefl of 
that diftant and narrow province. The Ghril- 
tians affirmed that their inalienable title to the 
promifed land had been fealed by the blood of 
their divine Saviour: it was their right and duty 
to refcue their inheritance from the iinjuft pof- 
feffors, who profaned his fepiilchre, and oppreffed 
the pilgrimage of his difciples. Vainly would it 
be alleged that the pre-eminence of Jerufalem, 
and the fan6tity of Palelline, have been aboliffied 
with the Mofaiclawj that the God of the Chrif- 
tians is not a local deity, and that the recovery 
of Bethlem or Calvary, his cradle or his tomb, will 
not atone for the violation of the moral precepts 
of the Gofpel. Such arguments glance alkie 
from the leaden fliield of fuperflition ; and the 
religious mind will not ealily relinqiiilli its hold 
on the facred ground of myftery and miracle, 
III. But the holy wars v/hich have been waged 
in every climate of the globe, from Egypt to 
Livonia, and from Peru to Hindoftan, require 
the fupport of fome more general and fexible 
tenet. It has been often fuppofecl, and fometimes 
affirmed, that a difference of religion is a worthy 
caufe of hollility; that obllmate unbelievers may 

be 
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be flaiii or fabdued by the champions of the crofs j c H A P. 
and that grace is the foie fountain of dominion « 

as well as of mercy. Above four hundred yeai»s : 
before the frfl cru'hdej the eaftern and weftern 
provinces of the Roman empire had been ac- 
quired about the fame time, and in the fame 
manner, by the Barbarians of Germany and 
Arabia. Time and treaties had legitimated the 
conquefls of the Chri/iian Franks 5 but in the 
eyes of their fnbjedls and neighbours, the Maho- 
metan princes were Hill tyrants and ufurpers, 
who, by the arms of war or rebellion, might be 
lawfully driven from their unlawful pofleffion“. 

As the manners of the ChriRians were relaxed. Spiritual 
their difcipline of penance'^^ vras enforced; and ^^bdu!- 
with the multiplication of fins, the remedies were gences» 
multiplied. In the primitive church, a volun- 
tary and open confefiion prepared the work of 
atonement. In the middle ages, diebifiiops and 
priefis interrogated the criminal; compelled him 
to account for his thoughts, words, and adtions ; 
and prefcribed the terms of his reconciliation 
with God. But as this difcretionary power 
might alternately be abufed by induigence and 
tyranny, a rule of difcipline was framed, to 
inform and regulate the Ipiritual judges. This 

The vith Dlfcoiirfe of Fleury on Ecclefiaftical Hiftoiy, p. a 23 — 
a6i. contains an accurate and rational view of the caufes and eire<Sla 
of the crufades. 

*• The penance, indulgences, &c. of the middle ages are amply dif~ 
cuffed by Muratori (Antiquitat. Ttalise medli^vi, tom. v. differt.kviii. 
p. 709—768.), and by M. Chai* (Lettres fur les.Jubiles et les Indul- 
gences, tom. ii. lettres ai & 22. p.478 — 556.), with this dilTeiencc, 
that the abufes of fuperftition are mildly, perhaps faintly, cxpofed by 
the learned Italian, and peevilhly magnified by the Dutch minifter. 

mode 
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p. mode of legiflation was invented by the Greeks; 

■ their were tranflated, or imitated, 

* in the Latin church; and, in the time of Char- 
lemagne, the clergy of every diocefe were pro- 
vided with a* code, which they prudently con- 
cealed from the knowledge of the vulgar. In 
this dangerous eftimate of crimes and punifli- 
inents, each cafe was fuppofed, each difference 
was remarked, by the experience or penetration 
of the monks; fome ffns are enumerated which 
innocence could not have fuipedted, and others 
which reafon cannot believe; and the more ordi- 
nary offences of fornication and adultery, of per- 
jury and facrilege, of rapine and murder, were 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 
various circumftances, was prolonged from forty 
days to feveii years. During this term of mor- 
tification, the patient was healed, the criminal 
was abfolved, by a falutary regimen of faffs and. 
prayers : the diforder of his drefs was expreffive 
of grief and remorfe; and he humbly abffained 
from all the bufinefs and pleafure of focial life. 
But the rigid execution of thefe laws would have 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city: 
the Barbarians of the Weft believed and trem- 
bled; but nature often rebelled againft principle; 
and the magiftrate laboured without effedt to en- 
force the jurifdidlion of the prieft. A literal 
accompliffiinent of penance was indeed impradli- 

Schmidt (Hiftoire dcs Allemands, tom.Ii. p. aix-— 330. 45 a~-. 
463.) gives an abftraia of the Penitential of Rhegino in the ninth, and 
of Burchard in the tenth, century. In one year, five-and-thirty mur- 
ders were perpetrated at Worm*, , 
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table; the guilt of adultery was multiplied by c 
daily repetition ; that of homicide might involve 
the maffacre of a whole people; each a6t was 
feparately numbered; and, in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice, a modefl (inner might ealily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infol- 
vency was relieved by a commutation, or induU 
gence : a year of peiiance was appreciated at 
twenty-fix folidi of lilver, about four pounds 
fterling for the rich ; at three folidi, or nine 
ihillings, for the indigent: and thefe alms were 
foon appropriated to the ufe of the church, which 
derived, from the redemption of fins, an inex- 
hauftible fource of opulence and dominion. A 
debt of three hundred years, or twelve hundred 
pounds, was enough to impoverifli a plentiful 
fortune ; the fcarcity of gold and filver was fup- 
plied by the alienation of land ; and the princely 
donations of Pepin and Charlemagne areexprefsly 
given for the remedy of their foul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whofoever cannot pay with 
his purfe, mull pay with his body ; and the prac- 
tice of flagellation was adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, equivalent. By a fan- 
taftic arithmetic, a year of penance w^as taxed at 
three thoufand lathes ; and fuch was the Ikill 
and patience of a famous hermit, St. Dominic of 

Till the xiith century, we may fupport the clear account of xii 
dmarity or pence, to the folidusy or Ihillingj and xx folidi to the pound 
weight of filver, about the pound fterling. Our money is diminilhed 
to a third, and the French to a fiftieth, of this primitive ftandard. 

Each century of laflies was fandlified with the recital of a pfalm , 
ahd the whole Pfalter, with the accompaniment of 15,000 iiripes, was 
equivalent to five years. 

VOL, XI. € 
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c H A R the Iron Ciiirafs"% that in fix days he could 
difcharge an entire century, by a whipping of 
three, hundred thoufand llripes. His example was 
followed by many penitents of both fexes ; and, 
as a vicarious iiicrifice was accepted, a fturdy 
difciplinarian might expiate on his own back the 
fins of his benefadtors Thefe compenfations 
of the purfe and the perfon introduced, in 
the eleventh century, a more honourable mode 
of fatisfadtion. The merit of military fervice 
againft the Saracens of Africa and Spain, had 
been allowed by the predeceffors of Urban the 
Second. In the council of Clermont, that pope 
proclaimed plenary indulgence to thofe who 
lliould enlifl under the banner of the crofs j the 
ablblution of aU their fins, and a full receipt for 
m/fthat might be due of canonical penance 
The cold philofophy of modern times is incapable 
of feeling the iraprefiion that was made on a 
finfiil and fanatic world. At the voice of their 
paftor, the robber, the incendiary, the homicide, 
arofe by thoufiinds to redeem their fouls, by re- 

The Life and Atchievements of St. Dominic Lorlcatus was com- 
pofed by his friend and admirer, Peter Damianus. See Fleury, Hift. 
Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 96 — 104. Baronins, A. D, 1056, N° 7. who 
obferves from Damianus, how faihionable, even among ladies of 
quality (fublimis generis), this expiation (purgatorii genus) was grown. 

At a quarter, or even half a rial a lafli, Sancho Panza was a 
cheaper, and poffibly not a more diflioneft, workman. I remember 
in Pere Labat (Voyages en Italie, tom. vii. p. 16 — zg.) a very lively 
pidure of the dexterity of one of thefe artifls. 

Quicuuque pro fola devotione, non pro honoris vel pecunire adep- 
tioiie, ad liberahdam ecclefiam Dei Jerufalem profedus fuerit, iter 
lllud pro omni posnitentia reputetur. Canon. Concil. Claromont. ii, 
p. Sap. Guibert Ityles it novum falutis genus (p. 471.), and is almoft 
philofophical on 'the fubjedb ‘ 


peatiug 
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peatiog on the infidels the laine deeds which they G 
had exercifed againfc their Chritlian brethren j 
and the terms of atonement were eagerly em- 
braced by offenders of every rank and denomi- 
nation. None were pure j none were exempt 
from the guilt and penalty' of fin; and thofe 
who were the leall amenable to the jufiice of 
God and the church, were the bell entitled to 
the temporal and eternal recompence of their 
pious courage. If they fell, the Ipirit of the 
Latin clergy did not hefitate to adorn their tomb 
v;ith the crown of martyrdom ; and fliould 
they furvive, they could expe6l without impa- 
tience the delay and increafe of their heavenly 
reward. They ofiered their blood to the Son of 
God, who had laid down his life for their falva- 
tio.n *. they took up the crofs, and entered with 
confidence into the way of the Lord. His pro- 
vidence would watch over their fatety ; perhaps 
his vifible and miraculous power would fmooth 
the difficulties of their holy enterprife. The 
cloud and pillar of Jehovah had marched before 
the Ifraelites into the promifed land. Might 
not the Chriffians more reafonably hope that the 
rivers would open for their paffage ; that the 
walls of the ftrongeft cities would fall at the 
found of their trumpets ; and that the fun would 
be arrelled in his mid-career, to allow them time 

for the deftrudlion of the infidels? 

Swell at leafl; was the belief of the crufaders, and fuch is the uni- 
form ftyle of the lilftorians (Efprit des Croifades, tom. iii. p. 477.); but 
the prayer for the repofe of their fouls, is incoafiftent in orthodox 
theology with the merits of maftyrdora. 

C 2 
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G H A p. Of tbe cliiefs and foldiers who marched to the 
‘ fepulchre, I will dare to affirm, that all 

Temporal Were prompted by the fpirit of eothufiafm ; the 
and carnal belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the af- 
saotives. gf divine aid. But I am equally per- 

fuaded, that in man^ it was not the foie, that in 
Jbme it was not the leading, principle of adtion. 
The ufe and abufe of religion are feeble to ftem, 
they are ftrong and irrefiftible to impely the 
ffiream of national manners. Againft the private 
wars of the Barbarians, their bloody tournaments,, 
licentious loves, and judicial duels, the popes 
and fy nods might inefte6tually thunder. It is a 
more ealy talk to provoke the metaphyfical dif- 
putes of the Greeks, to drive into the cloifter 
the victims of anarchy or defpotifm, to fandlify 
the patience of haves and cowards, or to affume 
the merit of the humanity and benevolence of 
modern Chriftians. War and exercife were the 
reigning paffions of the Franks or Latins ; they 
were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify thofe 
paffions, to vifit diftant lands, and to draw 
their fwords againft the nations of the Eaft. 
Their vidtory, or even their attempt, would im- 
mortalize the names of the intrepid heroes of the 
crofs ; and the pureft piety could not be infen- 
lible to the mofl fplendid profpe6l of military 
glory. In the petty quarrels of Europe, they 
flied the blood of their friends and countrymen, 
for the acquilition perhaps of a caftle or a village. 
They could march with alacrity againft the dif- 
tant and hoftile nations who were devoted to 
their arms: their fancy already grafped the golden 
lo:. fceptres 
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fceptres of Alia; and the conquefl: of Apulia and c H A P* 
Sicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty the . , 

hopes of the moft private adventurer. Chriften- 
dom, in her rudeft ftate, mull have yielded to the 
climate and cultivation of the Mahometan coun- 
tries ; and their natural and artificial wealth had 
been magnified by the tales of pilgrims, and the 
gifts of an imperfect commerce. The vulgar, 
both the great and fmall, were taught to believe 
every wonder, of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines and treafures, of gold and dia- 
monds, of palaces of marble and jafper, and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincenfe. 

In this earthly paradife, each warrior depended 
on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
eftablilhment, which he meafured only by the 
extent of his willies^®. Their valTals and foldiers 
trufted their fortunes to God and their raafter : 
the fpoils of a Turkilh emir might enrich the 
meaneft follower of the camp ; and the flavour of 
the wines, the beauty of the Grecian women 
were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profefiion, of the champions of the 
crofs. The love of freedom was a powerful in- 
citement to the multitudes who were opprefied 

The fame hopes were difplayed in the letters of the adventurers ad 
animandos qui in Francia refiderant. Hugh de Reitefte could boaft, 
that his fliare amounted to one abbey and ten caftles, of the yearly value 
pf 1500 marks, and that he fhould acquire an hundred caftles by the 
conquefl; of Aleppo (Guiberd, p. 554, 555.). 

In his genuine or fidlitious letter to the Count of Flanders, Alexius 
mingles with the danger of the church, and the relics of faints, the auri 
et argenti amor, and pulcherrimarum foeminarum voluptas (p. 476.) { 
as if, fays the indignant Guibert, the Greek women were handlbmer 
than thofe of France. 

G 3 by 
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CHAP, by feudal or eccleiiaifical tyranny. Under tbis 
peafants and burghers, who were 
attached to the’ fervitude of the glebe, might 
efcape from an haughty lord, and tranfplant 
themfelves and their families to a land of liberty. 
The monk might releafe himfelf from the difci- 
plioe of his convent : the debtor might fufpend 
the accumulation of ufury, and the purfuit of his 
creditors; and outlaws and malefadtors of every 
cad might continue to brave the laws and elude 
the punillimen t of their crimes . 

Influence Thefe motives Were poteiit and numerous t 
ample. ’'^heti we have fingly computed their weight on 
the mind of each individual, we muft add the in- 
finite feries, the multiplying powers of example 
and failiion. The firft profelytes became the 
warm eft and moft elfedtual miftionaries of the 
crofs; among their friends and countrymen they 
preached the duty, the merit, and the recom- 
pence, of their holy vow; and the moft reluc- 
tant hearers were infenlibly drawn within the 
whirlpool of perfuafton and authority. The 
martial youths were fired by the reproach orfuf- 
picion of cowardice ; the opportunity of vifiting 
with an army the fepnlchre of Chrift, was em- 
braced by the old and infirm, by women and 
children, who confulted rather their zeal than 
their ftrength; and thofe who in the evening 
had derided the folly of their companions, were 
the moft eager, the enfuing day, to tread in their 

See the privileges of the Crucejignath freedom from debt* ufurjr, 
injury, feciilar juftice, &c. The pope tvas their perpetual guardiaia 

(Bucange, tom. ii. p. 651, 65 a.}. 

footfteps. 
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Ibotileps. The ignorance, which magnified the c 
hopes, diminiflied the perils, of the enterprife.. 
Since the Turkilh conqueft, the paths of pilgti- 
mage were obliterated 5 the chiefs themfelves had 
an imperfedt notion of the length of the way 
and the ftate of their enemies ; and fuch was the 
ftupidity of the people, that, at the fight of the 
firli city or callle beyond the limits of their 
knowledge, they were ready to aflc whether that 
was not the Jertifalem, the term and objedl of 
their labours. Yet the more prudent of the 
crufaders, w^ho were not fure that they Ihould 
be fed from heaven with a fhower of quails or 
manna, provided themfelves with thofe precious 
metals, which, in every country, are the repre- 
fen tatives of every commodity. To defray, ac^ 
cording to their rank, the expences of the road, 
princes alienated their provinces, nobles their 
lands and caftles, peafants their cattle and the 
infiruments of hufbandry. The value of pro- 
perty was depreciated by the eager competition 
of multitudes ; while the price of arms and horfes 
was raifed to an exorbitant height by the wants 
and impatience of the biiyers^^ Thofe who re- 
mained at home, with fenfe and money, were 
enriched by the epidemical difeafe: the fove- 
reigns acquired at a cheap rate the domains of 
their vaflals; and the ecclefiaftical purchafers 

Guibert (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this general emotion. He 
was one of the few contemponuies who had genius enough to feel the 
aftonifliing fcenes that were palling before their eyes. Erat itaque videre 
rairaculum caro omnes emere, atque vili vendere, flee. 

c 4 completed 
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CHAP, completed the payment by the affurance of their* 
L¥iii. prayers. The crofs, which was commonly fewed 
on the garment, in cloth or filk-, was infcribed by 
fome zealots on their Ikin: an hot iron, or inde-? 
iible liquor, was applied to perpetuate the markj 
and a crafty monk, who {hewed the miraculous 
impreffion on his bread, was repaid with the 
popular veneration and the richeft benefices of 
Paledine-% 

Departure The fifteenth of Auguft had been fixed in the 
crufde?*^^ Gouncil of Clermout for the departure of the 
A.D.’ pilgrims: but the day was anticipated by the 
^ 096 , thpughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians j and I 
^layf&c. briefly difpatch the calamities which they 
ipfiifit ed and fuffered, before I enter on the more 
ferious and fuccefsful epterprife of the chiefs. 
Early ip the fpring, from the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above fixty thoufand of the popu^ 
lace of both fexes flocked round the firft mifi 
fionaryof the crufade, and prefiTed him with cla» 
morons importunity to lead them to the holy 
fepiilchre. The hermit, afluraing the chara(Sler, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of his 
votaries along the banks pf the Hbine and Da^ 
nube. Their wants and numbers fpon compelled 
them to feparate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the Pennyiefs, a valiant though needy foldier, 
condu 6 led a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe condi- 

Some inftances of Jigmata axe given in theEfprit des CroJ. 

fedes (tom. 1 69, &c.) from authors whom I |iave not feen. x 

tion- 
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tion may be determined from the proportion of 
eight liorfemen to fifteen thoufand foot. The ex^ 
ample and footfteps of Peter were clofely purfued 
by another fanatic, the monk Godefcal, whofe 
fermons had fwept away fifteen or twenty thou- 
fand peafants from the villages of Germany, 
Their rear was again prefled by an herd of two 
hundred thoufand, the moft ftupid and favage 
refufe of the people, who mingled with their 
devotion a brutal licence of rapine, proftitutipn, 
and drunkennefs. Some counts and gentlemen, 
at the head of three thoufand horfe, attended 
the motions of the multitude to partake in the 
fpoily but their genuine leaders (may we credit 
fuch folly ?) were a goofe and a goat, who were 
carried in the front, and to whom thefe worthy 
Chrifi:ians afcribed an infufion of the divine 
fpirit Of thefe, and of other bands of en- 
thufiafts, the firfl and moft eafy warfare was 
againft the Jews, the murderers of the Son of 
God. In the trading cities of the Mofelle and 
the Rhine their colonies were numerous and 
rich ; and they enjoyed, under the prote6lion of 
the Emperor and the bilhops, the free exercife 
of their religion At Verdun, Treves, Mentz, 

Spires, 


c 


F»it et ^ud fcelus deteftabilp in hac congregatione pedeftris populi 
ftulti et vefanK levitatis, anferem quendam divino fpiritu afferebant 
afflatuni} et capellam pon minus eodeip repletam, et h^s fibi duces fe- 
cundffi vise fecerant, &c. (Albert. Aquepfis, 1 . i. c. 3^:. p. 196.). Had . 
thefe peafants founded an empire, they might have introduced, as in 
Egypt, the wbrfhip of animals, which their philofophic defcertdants 
would have glofled over with Ibnie fpecious and fubtle allegory. 

Benjamin of Tudela defcribes the ftate of his Jewifli bretliren from 
Cologne along the Rhine: they were rich, generous, learned, hofpitable, 
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c. H A A Spires, Worms, many thoufands of that ixnliappy 
, , people were pillaged and maffacreci : nor had 

they felt a more bloody flroke lince the perfecu- 
tiori of Hadrian. A remnant v/as faved by the 
firmnefs of their bifliops, who accepted a feigned 
and tranfient converfion ; but the more obftinate 
Jews oppofed their faiiaticifm to the faiiaticifiii 
,of the Chriftians, barricadoed their houfes, and 
precipitating themfelves, their families, and their 
wealth, into the rivers or the flames, difappointed 
the malice, or at lead the avarice, of their im- 
placable foes. 

The de- Between the frontiers of Aiiflria and the feat 
iSngarV'^ of the Byzantine monarchy, the crufaders were 
and Afu, Compelled to traverfe an interval of fix hundred 
A.D.1096. miles ; the wild and defolate countries of Hun- 
gary^® and Bulgaria. The foil is fruitful, and 
interfedled with rivers j but it v/as then covered 
with moraffes and forefls, which fpread to a 
boundlefs extent, whenever man has ceafed to 
exercife his dominion over the earth. Both na- 
tions had imbibed the rudiments of Chriflianity j 
the Hungarians were ruled by their native 

and lived in the eager hope of the Mefli ah (Voyage, tom.i. p. 343— 345. 
par Baratier). In feventy years (he wrote about A. D. 1 1 7 0} they had 
recovered from thefe malTacres. 

Thefe maflacres and depredations on the Jews, which were re- 
newed at each crufade, are coolly related. It is true, that St. Bernard 
(epift. 363. torn, i, p. 339.) admonilhes the Oriental Franks, non funt 
perfequendi Judaei, non font trucidandi. The contrary doflrine had 
been preached by a rival monk. 

^ See the contemporary defcription of Hungary in Gtho of Frifingenj, 
L ii.' c. 31. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Itallcarum, tom..vi, p. 665^ 666. 

princes ; 
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princes j the Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the 
Greek emperor ; but on the llighteft provocation, 
their ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample 
provocation was alforded by the diforders of the 
fell pilgrims. Agriculture mull have been un- 
ikilful and languid among a people, whofe cities 
were built of reeds and timber, which were de- 
ferted in the fummer feafon for the tents of hun- 
ters and fliepherds. A fcanty fupplyof provifions 
was rudely demanded, forcibly feized, and gree- 
dily confum ed j and on the firll quarrel, the cru- 
faders gave a loofe to indignation and revenge. 
But their ignorance of the country, of war, and 
of difcipline, expofed them to every fnare. The 
Greek praefe^t of Bulgaria commanded a regular 
force j at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, 
the eighth or the tenth of his martial fubjefits 
bent their bows and mounted on horfeback j 
their policy was inlidious, and their retaliation 
on thefe pious robbers was unrelenting and 
bloody About a third of the naked fugitives, 
and the hermit Peter was of the number, efcaped 
to the Thracian mountains ; and the Emperor, 
who refpeeied the pilgrimage and fuccour of 
the Latins, conducted them by fecure and eafy 
journies to Conllantinople, and advifed them to 
await the arrival of their brethren. For a while 

The old Hungarians, without excepting Turotzlus, are ill mfornied 
of the firft crufade, which tliey involve in a lingle palTage. Katona, 
like ourfelves, can only quote the writers of France ; but he compares 
with local fcience the ancient and modem geogi-aphy. A 7 ite portam 
Cyperon, h Sopron or Pofon; Mallemlla, Zemlin ; Fluvius Maroe^ 
Savus ; Liniax, Leith ; Mejebrdcby or Marfeburg, Ouar, or Mofon i 
Tolknburgi Pragg (de Regibus Hungarise, tom. iii. p. 1 9 — ^53.)- 

they 



the j remembered their faults and Ioffes ; but no 
Iboner were they revived by the hofpitable en- 
tertainment, than their venom was again in- 
flamed; they flung their benefablor, and neither 
gardens, nor palaces, nor churches, were fafe 
from their depredations. For his own fafety, 
Alexius allured them to pafs over to the Afiatic 
flde of the Bofphorus ; but their blind irapetuofity 
foon urged them to defert the ffation which he 
had afllgned, and to rufh headlong againft the 
Turks, who occupied the road of Jerufalem. 
The hermit, confcious of his fliame, had with- 
drawn from the camp to Conflantinople ; and 
his lieutenant, Walter the Pennylefs, who was 
worthy of a better command, attempted without 
fuccefs to introduce fome order and prudence 
among the herd of favages. They feparated 
in quell of prey, and themfelves fell an eafy 
prey to the arts of the Sultan. By a rumour 
that their foremofl companions were rioting in 
the fpoiis of his capital, Soliman tempted the 
main body to defcend into the plain of Nice ; 
they were overwhelmed by the Turkifh arrows ; 
and a pyramid of bones informed their com- 
panions of the place of their defeat. Of the firft 
crufades, three hundred thoufand had already 
perillied, before a Angle city was refcued from 
the infidels, before their graver and more noble 
brethren had completed the preparations of their 
enterprife 

Anna Comnena (Alexias, I. x. p. 387.) defcribes this oysov koKuvo; 
as a mountain km km xhanro; a^ioXoyur«,7ov. In the 

fiege of Nice, fuch were ufed by the Franks themfelves as the mate, 
rials of a wall. 



4! To fave time and fpace, 1 (hall reprefent, in a fliort table, the particular references to the great eTents of the firft crufade. 
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c H A V. None of the great fovereigns of Europe em-« 
barhed their perfons in the firft crufade. The 
The chiefs Emperoi’ Henry the Fourth was not difpofed to 
^ufad obeiythe fiimmons of the pope: Philip the Firft of 
France was occupied by his pleafures j William 
Ilufus of England by a recent conqueft; the 
Kings of Spain were engaged in a domeftic war 
againfl the Moors ; and the northern monarchs 
of Scotland, Denmark Sweden, and Poland, 
were yet ftrangers to the paffions and intereds of 
the South. The religious ardour was more 
ftrongly felt by the princes of the fecond order, 
who held an important place in the feudal fyftem. 
Their fituation will naturally caft under four dif- 
tindt heads the review of their names and cha» 
radters ; but I may efcape fome needlefs repe- 
tition, by obferving at once, that courage and the 
exercife of arms are the common attribute of 
i, Godfrey tliefe Chriftian adventurers. I. The firfl rank 
aLn°^' council is juflly due to Godfrey 

of Bouillon j and happy would it have been for 
the crufaders, if they had trufted themfelves to 
the foie condudt of that accompliflied hero, a 
worthy reprefentative of Charlemagne, from 
whom he was defcended in the female line. His 
father was of the noble race of the counts of Bou- 
logne : Brabant, the lower province of Lorraine 

The author of the Efprit des Croifades has doubted, and might 
have dilbelieved, the crufade and tragic death of Prince Sueno, with 
3SOO or 15000 Danes, who w^as cut off by Sultan Soliman in Cappa- 
docia, but who ftill lives in the poem of Taflb (tom. iv. p. ii i — 115.}* 
The fragments of the kingdoms of Lotharingia, or Lorraine, were 
broken into the two duchies, of the Mofelle, and of the Meufe ; tlie 
firft has preferved its name, which in the latter has been changed into 
that of Brabant (Valef. Notit. Gail. p. 283 — ^228.). 

*3 
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m^as the inheritance of his mother ; and by the chap. 
Emperor*s bounty^ he was himfelf invefted with ^ 

that ducal title, which has been improperly 
transferred to his lordlhip of Bouillon in the Ar- 
dennes '"h In the fervice of Henry the Fourth, 
he bore the great ilandard of the empire, and 
pierced with his lance the breaft of Rodolph, the 
rebel king : Godfrey was the firll who afcended 
the walls of Rome j and his ficknefs, his vow, 
perhaps his remorfe for bearing arms againft the 
pope, confirmed an early refolution of vifiting the 
holy fepulchre, not as a pilgrim, but a deliverer. 

His valour was matured by prudence and mode- 
ration ; his piety, though blind, was fincerej and, 
in the tumult of a camp, he pradlifed the real 
and fidlitioLis virtues of a convent Superior to 
the private fadlions of the chiefs, he refer ved his 
enmity for the enemies of Chrift ; and though he 
gained a kingdom by the attempt, his pure and 
difinterefted zeal w'as acknowledged by his rivals, 

Godfrey of Bouillon*'® was accompanied by his 
two brothers, by Euflace the elder, who had 
fucceeded to the county of Boulogne, and by the 
'younger, Baldwin, a chara(?cer of more ambi- 
guous virtue. The Duke of Lorraine \vas alike 
celebrated on either fide of the Rhine : from 
his birth and education, he was equally conver- 

'■'‘f See, in the defcriptlon of France, by the Abbe de Longuenie, tlie 
articles of Boulogne, pait i. p. 54. Brabant, part ii. p. 47, 48. BomU 
Ion, p. 134. On his departure, Godfrey fold or pawned Bouillon to the 
church for 1300 marks. 

See the family character of Godfrey, in William of Tyre, l.ix. 
c. 5— -8. ; his previous defign in Cuibert (p. 845.), his tschnefs and 
TOW, in Bernard. Thefaur. (c. 78.). ' 

fant 
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c H A L fant with tlie French and Teutonic languages § 

^ , the barons of France, Germany, and Lorraine^ 
affOmbled their vaffals ; and the confederate force 
that marched under his banner was compofed of 
fourfcore thoufand foot and about ten thoufand 
II. Hugh horfe. II. In the parliament that was held at 
maldois, 1^^® King’s prefence, about two months 

Robert of after the council of Clermont, Hugh Count of 
Vermandois was the moll confpicUous of the 
bert of princes who afliimed the crofs. But the appel- 
slrSn’ Great was applied^ not fo much to 

of Char- his merit or poffeffions (though neither were 
tres, &c. contemptible), as to the royal birth of the bro-»> 
ther of the King of France Robert Duke of 
Normandy was the eldell fon of William the 
Conqueror j but on his father’s death be was de- 
prived of the kingdom of England, by his own 
indolence and the adlivity of his brother Rufus< 

, The worth of Robert was degraded by an excef- 
five levity and eafinefs of temper : his cheerful- 
nefs feduced him to the indulgence of pleafure ; 
his profufe liberality impoveriflied the prince and 
people ; his indifcriminate clemency multiplied 
the number of offenders ; and the amiable qua- 
lities of a private man became the elfential de- 
fe6ls of a fovereign. For the trifling fiim of ten 
thoufand marks, he mortgaged Normandy during 
his abfence to the Englifli ufurper*^^ j but his 

engage- 

Anna Comnena fuppofes, that Hugh was pi-oud of his nobility, 
riches, and power (1. x. p. 288.): the two laft articles appear more 
equivocal; but an Bvymia. which feven hundred years ago was famous 
in the palace of Conllantlnople, attefts the ancient dignity of the Ca- 
petian family of France. 

W^l, Gemeticenfis, I. vii. c. 7. p. 67a, 673. In Camden. Normfir 

nkie. 
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engagement and behaviour in the holy war, ail- c H A p. 
noimced in Robert a reformation of manners, 
and reftored him in fome degree to the public ^ 

efteem. Another Robert was Count of Flanders, 
a royal province, wdiich, in this century, gave 
three queens to the thrones of France, England^ 
and Denmark : he was furnamed the Sword and 
Lance of the Chrifliansj but in the exploits of a 
foldier, he fometimes forgot the duties of a ge- 
neral. Stephen, Count of Chartres, of Mois, and 
of Troyes, was one of the richeft princes of the 
agej and the number of his caRles has been 
compared to the three hundred and fixty-hve 
days of the year. His mind was improved by 
literature j and, in the council of the chiefs, the 
eloquent Stephen^® was chofen to difcharge the 
ofSce of their prefident. Thefe four were the 
principal leaders of the French, the Normans, and 
the pilgrims of the Britilh ifles: but the lift of 
the barons who were poflelTed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, fays a contemporary, the 
catalogue of the Trojan war HI. In the fouth m. Ray, 
of France, the command was affiimed by Adhe- ^^ond of 
mar, Bifliop of Pay, the Pope’s legate, and by 

nicis. lie pawned the duchy for one htindreth part of die prefent 
yearly revenue. Ten tlioufaud marks may he equal to five hundred 
thoufand livres, and Normandy annually yields filty-feven millions to 
the king (Necker, Adminifeation des Finances, tom. i. p. 5,87.). 

■ •♦yHis original letter to his wife is inferted in the Spicilegium of 
Dom. Luc. d’Acheri, tom. iv., and quoted in the Efprit des Croifades, 
tom. i. p. 63. 

Unius enim, duurn, trium feu quatuor oppidorum dominos quis nu- 
meret ? quorum tanta fuk copia^ ut non vix totidem Trojana obfidio 
coegifle putetur (Ever the lively and interefting Giiibert, p. 4S6.). 

, A' OL. XI. ' ' jS . . E/aymond, 
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c H A P. Raymond, Count of St. Giles and Tholoufe^ 
who added the prouder titles of Duke of Nar- 
bonne and Marquis of Provence. The former 
was a refpe6table prelate, alike qualified for this 
world and the next. The latter was a veteran 

warrior, who had fought againft the Saracens of 
Spain, and who confecrated his declining age, 
not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
fervice, of the holy fepulchre. His experience 
and riches gave him a Rrong afcendant in the 
Chriftian camp, whofe diftrefs he was often able, 
and fometimes willing, to relieve. But it was 
eafier for him to extort the praife of the Infidels, 
than to preferve the love of his fubje6ts and 
afibciates. His eminent qualities were clouded 
by a temper, haughty, envious, and obftinate } 
and though he refigned an ample patrimony, 
for the caufe of God, his piety, in the public 
opinion, was not exempt from avarice and am- 
bition A mercantile, rather than a martial 
fpirit, prevailed among his j?rotwda/s^\ a com- 
mon name, which included the natives of Au- 
vergne and Languedoc the vafials of the king- 
dom of Burgundy or Arles. Prom the adjacent 

frontier 

* It Is fingular enough, that Ra^ononcl of St. Giles, a fecond charatfter 
ill the genuine hiftory of the crufades, Ihould Ihlne as the firft of heroes 
in the writings of the Greeks (Anna Comneii. Alexiad, I. x. xi.) and 
the ih-abians (Longueruana, p. lap.). 

5' Oranes de Burgundia, et Alvernia, et Vafconia et Gothi (of Zan- 
gnedoc), provinciales appellabantur, cseteri vero Franclgeiice et hoc iu 
exercitu; inter hoftes autem Franci dicebantur, Raymond des Agiles, 
p. 144- 

® The town of his birth, or firft appanage, was confecrated to St. JEgi- 
dius, w'hofe name, as early as the firft crufade, -was corrupted by the 
French i^jto St. Gilles, or St. Giles. It is fituate In the Lower Lan- 
. guedoc. 
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froiitier of Spain, he drew a band of hardy ad- 
venturers 5 as he marched through Lombardy, a 
croud of Italians flocked to his llandard, and his 
united force confifted of one hundred thoufand 
horfe and foot. If Raymond was the firfl to 
enlift and the laft to depart, the delay may be 
excufed by the greatnefs of his preparation and 
the promife of an everlafting farewell. IV. The 
name of Bohemond, the fon of Robert Giiifcard, 
was already famous by his double vidloiy over 
the Greek emperor : but his father’s will had 
reduced him to the principality of Tarentum, 
and the remembrance of his Eaftern trophies, till 
he was awakened by the rumour and pallage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the perfon of this 
Norman chief that we may feek for the coolefl 
policy and ambition,with a fmall allay of religious 
fanaticifm. His condud mayjuflify a belief that 
he had fecretly dire6led the defign of the Pope, 
which he ade6led to fecond with aflonifhmentand 
zeal : at the fiege of Araalphi, his example and 
difcoLirfe inflamed the paflious of a confederate 
army; he inftantly tore his garment to fupply 
crofles for the numerous candidates, and prepared 
to viflt Conllantinople and Afia at the head of 
ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. 
Several princes of the Norman race accompanied 
this veteran general; and his coufin Tancred^^ 

was 

guedoc, between Nifines and the Rhone, and ftill boafts a collegiate 
church of the foundation of Raymond (Melanges tires d’uiie grande 
Bibllotheque, tom. xxxvii. p. 51.). 

The mother of Tancred was Emma, lifter of the great Robert 
Guifcard; his father, the Marquis Odo the Good, It is lingul.tr 
J> i : enough, 
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IV. Bohe- 
mond and 
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CHAP, was the partner rather than the fervantj of the 
, war. Ill the accompliflied character of Tancred,, 
we difcover all the virtues of a perfect knight ^^5 
the true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the 
g’enerous fentiments and focial offices of man, far 
better than the bafe phiiofophy, or the bafer reli- 
gion, of the times. 

Chivalry. Between the age of Charlemagne and that of 
the cruffides, a revolution had taken place among 
the Spaniards, the Normans, and the French, 
which was gradually extended to the reft of Eii« 
* rope . The fer vice of the infan try was degraded 
to the plebeians; the cavalry formed the llrength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of wife, 
or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen who 
ferved on horfeback, and were invefted with the 

character 


enough, that the family and country of fo Illuftrious a perfon fliould 
be unknown ; but Muratori reafonably conjedlures that he was an 
Italian, and perhaps of the race of the Marquiffes of Montferrat in 
Piedmont (Script, tom. v. p. aSi, 38a.)f 

54 Yo gratify the childifli vanity of the hoiife of Efte, TafTo has ia» 
fertedin his poem, and in the fir'i crufadc, a fabulous hero, the brave 
and amorous Pinaldo (x. y?. xvii. 66 — 94.). He miglit borrow his 
name from a Rinaldo, with the Aquila bianca Eftenfe, who vanquiflied, 
as the ftandard bearer of the Roman church, the Emperor Frederic I. 
(Storia Imperiale diRicohaldo, in Muratori Script. Ital. tom. ix. p. 360. 
Ariofto, Orlando Furiofo, iii. 30.). But, i.TIie diftance of fixty years 
between tlie youth of the two lllnaldos, deftroys their identity. 2. 'The 
Storia Imperiale is a forgerj^ of the Conte Eoyarclo, at the end of the xvtH 
century (Muratori, p. 281 — 289.). 3. This Rinaldo, and his exploits, 
are not lefs chimerical than the hero of Tafib (Muratori, Anticliita. 
Eftenfe, tom. i. p. 350.). 

Of the words geniUis-i ^;Ct}tUho:nme- gentlcmath two etymologies 
are produced: i. From the Barbarians of the fifth century, the fol- 
diers, and at length the conquerors of the Roman empire, who were 
vain of their foreign nobility : and, 2. From tlie fenfe of the civi- 
lians, who confider gentilU as fynonymaus with ingciums. Sclden 
■ . inclines 
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dmra6ler of knighthood. The dukes and counts, chap. 
who had iifurped the rights of fovereignty, di- LViii. 
vided the provijices among their faithful barons : 
the barons diflributed among their vaffals the fiefs 
or benefices of their jurifdidtion; and thefe mili- 
tary tenants, the peers of each other and of their 
lord, compofed the noble or equefirian order, 
which difdained to conceive the peafant or 
burgher as of the fame fpecies with themfelves# 

The dignity of their birth was prefervedbypure 
and equal alliancesj their fons alone, who could 
produce four quarters or lines of anceflry, with- 
out fpot or reproach, might legally pretend to 
the honour of knighthood; but a valiant plebeian 
was fometimes enriched and ennobled by the 
fword, and became the father of a new race. 

A fingie knight could impart, according to his 
judgment, the charadler which he received; and 
the warlike fovereigns of Europe derived more 
glory from this perfonal difiindlion, than from 
the luflre of their diadem. This ceremony, of 
which fome traces may be found in Tacitus and 
the woods of Germany^®, was in its origin fimple 
and profane; the candidate, after fome previous 
trial, was invefted with the fword and fpiirs; 
and his cheek or flioulder was touched with a 
flight blow, as an emblem of the laft affront, 
which it was lawful for him to endure. But 
fuperflition mingled in every public and private 

dines to tiie firft, but the latter is more pure, as well as prov- 
able. • 

Fraipea fcutoque juvenem ornant. Tacitus, Germania, c. 13. 

D 3 action 
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^Lvni^" action of life; in the holy wars, it fan6lified the 
profeffion of arms; and the order of chivalry was 
affimilated in its rights and privileges to thefacred 
orders of priefthood. The bath and white gar- 
ment of the novice were an indecent copy of 
the regeneration of baptifm : his fword, which he 
offered on the altar, was bleffTed by the minifters 
of religion: his folemii reception was preceded 
by faffs and vigils ; and he was created a knight 
in the name of God, of St. George, and of St. 
Michael the archangel. He fwore to accoihplifli 
the duties of his profeffion ; and education, ex- 
ample, and the public opinion, were the invio- 
lable guardians of his oath. As the champion o 
God and the ladies (I blulh to unite fuch difcor- 
dant names), he devoted himfelf to Ipeak the 
truth; to maintain the right; to prote6l the dil- 
treffTed ; to pradlife courtejy, a virtue lefs familiar 
to the ancients ; to purfiie the infidels ; to defpife 
the allurements of eafe and fafety ; and to vindi- 
cate ill every perilous adventure the honour of 
his charadler. The abufe of the fame Ipirit pro- 
voked the illiterate knight to difdain the arts of 
indiiftry and peace ; to efteem himfelf the foie 
judge and avenger of his own injuries ; and 
proudly to negledfe the laws of civil fociety and 
militaiy difcipline. Yet the benefits of this inffi- 
tution, to refine the temper of Barbarians, and 
to infiife fonie principles of faith, juftice, and 
humanity, were ftrongly felt, and have been often 
obferved. The aljierity of nation al prej u dice was 
foftened ; and the community of religion and 
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arms fpread a fimilar colour and generous emu- c i-i A p. 
lation over the face of Chriftendora. Abroad, . ^ 

in eiiterprife and pilgrimage, at home in martial 
exercife, the warriors of every country were per- 
petually alfociated j and iir^partial tafte miifl; pre- 
fer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic games 
of claffic antiquity”. Inftead of the naked 
fpedlacles which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks, and banifhed from the lladiiim the vir- 
gins and matrons; the pompous decoration of 
the lifts was crowned with the prefence of draft e 
and high-born beauty, from whofe hands the 
conqueror received the prize of his dexterity and 
courage. The fkill and ftrength that were ex- 
erted in wreftling and boxing, bear a diftant and 
doubtful relation to the merit of a foldier ; but 
the tournaments, as they were in vented in France, 
and eagerly adopted both in the Eaft and Weft, 
prefented a lively image of the bulinefs of the 
field. The Angle combats, the general flcirmifli, 
the defence of a pafs, or caftle, were reliearfed 
as in adual fervice ; and the conteft, both in 
real and mimic war, was decided by the fuperior 
management of the horfe and lance. The lance 
was the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight: 
his horfe was of a large and heavy breed ; but 
this charger, till he was roufed by the approach- 

57 The athletic exerclfes, particularly the coeftus and pancratium, wer* 
condemned by Lycnrgus, Philopoemen, and Galen, a lawgiver, a ge- 
neral, and a phyfician. Againft their authority and reafons, the reader 
may weigh the apology of Lucian, in die charafter of Solon. See Weft 
m the Olympic Games, in his Pindar, vol. ii. p. 86 — 96. MS — ■^48. 

D 4 ing 
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c H A P. ing danger, was ufualiy led by an attendant, and 
, he quieily rode a pad or palfrey of a more eaiy 
pace. His helmet and fwordj his greaves and 
buckler, it would be fiiperduous to defcribe ; but 
I may remark, that at the period of the crufades, 
the armour was lefs ponderous than in later 
times j and that inftead of a roaffy ciiirafs, his 
bread: was defended by an hauberk or coat of 
mail, When their long lances were fixed in the 
reft, the warriors furioufly fpurred their horfes 
agaiiift the foe 5 and the light cavalry of the 
Turks and Arabs, could feldom ftand againft the 
diredl and impetuous weight of their charge. 
Each knight was attended to the field by his 
faithful fquire, a youth of equal birth and limi- 
iar hopes j he v/as followed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four, or five, or fix foldiers, 
were computed as the furniture of a complete 
lance. In the expeditions to the neighbouring 
kingdoms or the Holy Land, the duties of the 
feudal tenure no longer fubfifted ; the voluntary 
fervice of the knights and their followers was 
either prompted by zeal or attachment, or pur- 
chafed with I’e wards and promiles ; and the num- 
bers of each fquadron were meafured by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame, of each inde- 
pendent chieftain. They wmre diftinguillied by 
his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of 
v/ar; and the moft ancient families of Europe 
muft leek in thefe atchievements the origin and 
proof of their nobility. In tins rapid portrait of 
chivalry, I have been urged to anticipate on the 

ftoij 
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•ftory of the crufades, at once an effect, and a c H AP« 
caiiie, of this memorable inftitution^®. 

Such were the troops, and fuch the leaders, 
who affiimed the crofsforthe deliverance of the 
holy fepulchre. As foon as they were relieved 
by the abfence of the plebeian multitude, they 
encouraged each other, by interviews and in ef- 
fages, to accomplilli their vow, and haften their 
departure. Their wives and fillers were defirous 
of partaking: the danger and merit of the pilgri- 
mage 5 their portable treafures were conveyed in 
bars of fiiver and gold 5 and the princes and ba- 
rons w’ere attended by their equipage of hounds 
and hawks to amufe their leifure and to fupply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring fubhll- 
ence for fo many myriads of men and horfes, 

* engaged them to feparate their forces ; their 
choice or fituation determined the roadj and 
it was agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of 
Gonftantinople, and from thence to begin their 
operations againll the Turks. From the banks of 
the Meufe and the Mofelie, Godfrey of Bouillon 
followed the diredl way of Germany, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria ; and, as long as he exercifed the 
foie command, every flep afforded fome proof of 
his prudence and virtue. On the confines of 
Hungary he was flopped three weeks by a Chrif- 


On the curious fubjefts of kmghthood,[knights-fervice, nobility, 
arms, cry of war, banners, and tournaments, an ample fund of infor- 
mation may be fought in Selden (Opera, tom. iii. part i. Titles of Ho- 
,nour, partii. c. i. 3. 5. 8.), Ducange (GIolT. Latin, tom. It. p. 398 — •. 
413, &c.}, DifllTtations fur Joinville (i. vi. — ^xii. p. 137 — 143. p. ,165 — 
32 X.), and M. de St. Palaye (Memoirs fur la Chevalerie). 

timi 
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CHAP, tian people, to whom the name, or at leafl the 
abule, of the crofs was juftly odious. The Hun- 
garians Hill fraarted with the wounds which they 
had received fi*om the hrft pilgrims : in their turn 
they had abufed the right of defence and retalia- 
tion ; and they had reafon to apprehend a fevere 
revenge from an hero- of the fame nation, and 
who was engaged in the fame caufe. . But,, after 
weighing the motives and the events, the vir- 
tuous duke was content to pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of his worthlefs brethren ; and his 
twelve deputies, the meffengers of peace, re- 
quefted in his name a free paffage and an equal 
market. To remove their fufpicions, Godfrey 
trufted himfelf, and afterwards his brother, to 
the faith of Carloman King of Hungary, who 
treated them with a fimple but hofpitable enter- 
tainment; the treaty was fandtified by their com- 
mon gofpel ; and a proclamation, under pain of 
death, reftrained the animofity and licence of the 
Latin foldiers. From Auflria to Belgrade, they 
traverfed the plains of Hungary, without endur- 
ing or offering; an injury ; and the proximity of 
Carloman, who hovered on their flanks with his 
numerous cavalry, was a precaution not lefs ufe- 
ful for their fafety than for his own. They 
reached the banks of the Save ; and no fooner 
had theypaffed the river than the King of Hun- 
gary reflored the hoftages, and fainted their de- 
parture with the faireft wiflies for the fiiccefs 
of their enterprife. With the fame condudl 
and difcipline, Godfrey pervaded the woods of 
Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace ; and might 

con- 
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congratulate liimfelf, that he had almoft reached oh A P. 
the firft term of his pilgrimage, without drawing ^ 

his fword againtl a Chriftian adverfaiy. After an 
eafy and pleafant journey through Lombardy, 
from Turin to Aqiiileia, Raymond and his pro- 
vincials marched forty days through the favage 
country of Dalmatia^' and Sclavonia. The wea- 
ther was a perpetual fog j the land was moun- 
tainous and defolate ; the natives were either 
fugitive or hoftile; loofe in their religion and 
governmen t, they refufed to furnifli provifions or 
guides; murdered the ftragglers ; and exercifed 
by night and day the vigilance of the count, who 
derived more fecurity from the punifliment of 
fome captive robbers than from his interview and 
treaty with the Prince of Scodra'^°. His march 
between Durazzo and Conftantinople was ha- 
raffed, without being flopped by the peafants and 
foldiers of the Greek emperor ; and the fame 
flint and ambiguous hoftility was prepared for 
the remaining chiefs, who paffed the Adriatic 
from the coafl of Italy. Bohemond had arms and 
veffels, and forelight and difcipline ; and his 
name was not forgotten in the provinces of 

The familije Dalraaticse of Ducange are meagre and imperfed j 
the national hiftorlans are recent and fabulous, the Greeks remote and 
carelefs. In the year 1104, Colotnan reduced the maritime country 
as far as Tran and Salona (Katona, Hift. Crit. tom.i!i. p. 195 — 307.).^ 

Scodras appears in Livy as the capital and fortrefs of Gentius King 
of the Illyrians, arx munitilRma, afterwards a Roinan colony (Cellariug,. 
tom.i. p. 393, 394.). It is now called Ifcodar, or Scutari (D’AnvIlle, 
Geographic Ancienne, tom. i. p. 164.)- The fanjiak (now a palha) of 
Scutari, or Schendeire, was the vliith under the Beglerbeg of Romania, 
and furnifhed 600 foldiers on a revenue of 78,787 rix-doUars (Marfigli, 

Stato Militare del Impero Ottomano, p. 138.). 

Epirus 
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c H AP. Epirus and Theffaly. Whatever obiiacles he 

. , encountered were furmoLiiited by his military 

conduct and the valour of Taocred ; and if the 
Norman prince affected to fpare the Greeks, he 
gorged his foldiers with the full plunder o/’ an 
heretical cafde The nobles of France prc ted 
forvairds with the vain and thoughtiefs ardour of 
which their nation has been fometimes accuied. 
From the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh 
the Great, of the two Roberts, and of Stephen 
of Chartres, through a wealthy country, and 
amidll the applauding Catholics, was a devout 
or triumphant progrefs: they kiffed the feet of 
the Eomaii pontiff; and the golden flandard of 
St. Peter was delivered to the brother of the 
French monarch But in tills vifit of piety 
and pleafure, they negle6led to fecure the feafon, 
and the means, of their embarkation : the winter 
was infenfibly loft ; their troops were fcattered 
and corrupted in the towns of Italy. They fepa- 
rately Bccomplifhed their paflage, regardlefs of 
fafety or dignity; and within nine months from 
the feafl of the Affuraption, the day appointed by 
Urban, all the Latin princes had reached Conflan- 


In Pelagonla caftrum hasreticum fpoliatum cum fuis habita- 

toribus igne combuflere. A'ce id eis injuria contigit : quia illorum 
deteftabilis lermo et cancer ferpebat, jamque circumjacentes regiones 
fuo pravo dogmata foedavei'at (Robert. Mon. p. 36, 37.). After cooly 
relating tlie fadf, the Archbifhop Baldric adds, as a praife, Omnes 
fiquidem illi viatores, Judeos, hasreticos, Saracenos lequaliter halient 
exofos ; quo omnes appellant inimicos Dei (p. 93.). 

Avc47.c,5ci^£voj affo Pa-^xs Tav 'XfVTO ra 'Ayia IljTrpa 
(Alexiad, Lx, p. 380.}. 

I tinoplc* 
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tinople. But the Count of Vermandois was pro- chap. 
duced as a captive; his foremoU veflels were feat- . 

tered by a terEipeft ; and his perfon, againft the 
law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants of 
Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been 
announced by fbiir-and*twenty knights in golden 
armour, who commanded the Emperor to revere’ 
the general of the Latin ChrilHans, the brother 
of the King of kings 

In fome Oriental tale I have read the fable of a Policy of 
llrepherd, who was ruined by the accomplilliment 
of his own wiflies: he had prayed for water; the Comnenus, 
Ganges was turned into liis grounds, and his , 

^ . io 96> JJe- 

Rock and cottage were fwept away by the inun- cember— 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at leall the 
apprehention, of the Greek Emperor illexius May.’ 
Comnenus, whofe name has already appeared in 
this hiflory, and whofe condiidt is fo differently 
reprefented by his daughter Anne *'^, and by the 

O TKV |Sa(ri?i=wv, axi «p%s/yo j tu 

aTTxvTo:. This Oriental pomp is extravagant in a count of Verman- 
dois ; but the patriot Ducanga repeats with much complacency (Not. , • 

ad Alexiad, p. 357,5 353. Differt. xxvii. fur Joinville, p. 3i5.)s the 
pail’ages of Matthevr Paris (A.D. 1754.) and ProilTard (vol. iv. p. 20i.)s 
■which ftlle the King of France? rex reguiUs and chef de tous les rols 
Chretiens. 

iVnna Comnena was born the ift of December, A.D. 1083, in- 
dlftlon vii. (Alexiad, l.vL p, 1665 167.). At thirteen, the time of the 
iirll crufadcj Ihe -^vas irubile, and perhaps married to the younger Nice- 
phorus Bryennhis, whom fte fondly ftyles vov tuov Ka{(r«p» (I. x. 
p, 295, 296.). Some moderns have imagined, that her enmity to 
Boheuiond -was the fruit of difappointed love.. In-the tranfadllons of 
Coiiftantinople and Nice, her partial accounts (Alex. 1 . x. xi. p. 283 — 

317.) may be oppofed to the partiality of the Latins, but in their fiib- 
fequent exploits &e is brief and ignorant. ' ■ 
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CHAP. Latin writers®^ In the council of Placentia, liiiS 

1 , ainbalhidors had folicited a moderate fuccoiir, 

perhaps of ten thoufand foldiers ; but he was 
aftoniihed by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The Emperor fluc- 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage j but in the crooked policy which he 
miftook for wifdom, I cannot believe, I cannot 
difceru, that he malicioufly confpired againll the 
life or honour of the French heroes. The pro- 
mifcuous multitudes of Peter the Hermit were 
favage beafts, alike deftitute of hiunanity and 
reafon ; nor was it poffible for Alexius to pre- 
vent or deplore their defl:,ru6lion. The troops of 
Godfrey and his peers were lefs contemptible, 
but not lefs fufjjicions, to the Greek Emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious j but he. 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the 
ambitious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the 
Tranfalpine chiefs : the courage of the French 
was blind and headftrongj they might be tempted 
by the luxiiryandwealth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible ftrength j 
and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the profpedt 
of Conftantinople. After a long march and pain- 
ful abftinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped 
in the plains of Thrace ; they heard with indig- 
nation, that their brother, the Count of Verman- 

In their views of the charadler and condinft of Alexius, Maim- 
bourg has favoured the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has been partial 
to the fchifmatic Greeks. The prejudice of a philofopher is lefs ex- 
CUfabJe than that of a Jefuit. 
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■iSois, was imprifoned by the Greeks ; and their CHAP., 
reludtant duke was compelled to indulge them , 

in fome freedom of retaliation and rapine. They 
were appeafed by the fubmiffion of Alexius ; he 
proinifed to fupply their camp ; and as they re- 
fufed, in the midft of winter, to pafs the Bofpho- 
rus, their quarters were affigned among the gar- 
dens and palaces on the iliores of that narrow fea. 

But an incurable jealoufy ftill rankled in the 
minds of the two nations, who delpifed each other 
as Haves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the ground, 
of fufpicion, and fufpicion was inflamed into daily 
provocations: prejudice is blind, hunger is deafj 
and Alexius is acciifed of a delign to flarve or 
alfault the Latins in a dangerous poft, on all 
fides encompafled with the waters^A Godfrey 
ibimded his trumpets, burll the net, overfpread 
the plain, and infulted the fuburbs: but the 
gates of Conflantinople were llrongly fortified; 
the ramparts were lined with archers ; and after 
a doubtful conflict, both parties liftened to the 
voice of peace and religion. The gifts and 
promifes of the Emperor iiifenflbly foothed the 
fierce fpirit of the weftern llrangers; as a Chrif- 
tian warrior, he rekindled their. zeal for the pro- 
fecLition of their holy enterprife, which he en- 
gaged to fecond with his troops and treafures. 

On the return of fpring, Godfrey was perfuaded 

‘^'' Between the Black Sea, the Bofphprus, and the river Barbyfes, 
which is deep in fummer, and runs fifteen miles through a flat mea- 
dow. Its communication with Europe and Conftantinople is by the 
ftone-bridge of the Blacherncey which in fucceflive ages was reftored by 
Juftinian andBafil (Gylllus de BofphoroThracio, Lii. c.3. Ducangc 
C. P. Chj-iiiiana, l.iv. c. a. p.i 79.}, . 


to 
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CHAP, to occupy a pleafant and plentiful camp in Afiaj 
and no fooner had he paffed the Bofphorus, than 
the Greek veffels were fuddenly recalled to the 
oppdlite fliore. The fame policy was repeated 
with the fucceeding chiefs, who were fwayed by 
the example, and weakened by the departure, of 
their foremoft companions. By his Ikill and dili- 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the fame moment 
under tlie walls of Con flan tinople ; and before 
the feaft of the Pentecoft not a Latin pilgrim 
was left on the coafl of Europe. 

He obtains The fame armswluch threatened Europe might 
deliver Alia, and repel the Turks from the neigh- 
thecru- bouriiig fliores of the Bofphorus and Heilelpont. 
faders. /ppg provinces from Nice to Antioch were 
the recent patrimony of the Roman Emperor; 
and his ancient and perpetual claim ftili embraced 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. In his en~ 
thufiafm, Alexius indulged, or affedled, the am- 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to fubvert 
the thrones of the Eafl ; but the calmer didlates 
of reafon and temper diffuaded him from expofing 
his royal perfon to the faith of unknown and 
lawlefs Barbarians. His prudence, or his pride, 
was content with extorting from the French 
princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a 
fblemii promife, that they would either reftore, 
or hold their Afiatic conquefls, as the humble 
and loyal vaiTals of the Roman empire. Their 
independent fpirit was fired at the mention of 
this foreign and voluntary fervitude : they fiic- 
ceffively yielded to the dexterous application of 

Clifts 
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gifts and flattery 5 and tbe firft profelytes became c 
the moil eloquent and effectual miffionaries to 
multiply the companions of their fhame. The 
pride of Hugh of Vermaiidois was foothed by 
the honours of his captivity^ and in the brothet 
of the French king, the example of fubmiflion 
was prevalent and weighty. In the mind of God- 
frey of Bouillon every human Confideration was 
fubordinate to the glory of God and the fuccefs 
of the crUfade. He had firmly refided the temp- 
tations of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged 
the attack and conquefl of Conftantinople. Alex- 
ius efteemed his virtues, defervedly named him 
the champion of the empire, and dignified his 
homage with the filial name and the rights of 
adoption The hateful Bohemond was received 
as a true and ancient ally : and if the Emperor 
reminded him of former hoflilities, it was only 
to praife the valour that he had difplayed, and 
the glory that he had acquired, in the fields of 
Durazzo and Larilfa. The Ton of Guifcard was 
lodged and entertained, and ferved with Imperial 
pomp : one day, as he pafied through the gallery 
of the palace, a door was carelefsly left open to 
expofe a pile of gold and filver, of filk and gems, 
of curious and coftly furniture, that was heaped 
in Teeming diforder, from the floor to the roof 
of the chamber. “ What conquefts,** exclaimed 

There were two forts of adoption., the one by arms, tlie other by 
introducing tlie fon between the fiiirtand fldn of his father. Bucange 
(fur Joinville, xxii.p. 270.) fuppofes Godfrey's adoption to have 
been of the latter fort. 
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c H A P, the ambitious iiiifer, “ might not be atchieved by 
v ^ “ the poffeffioii of fuch a treafure “ It is your 

“ own,’* replied a Greek attendant, who watch- 
ed the motions of his foul : and Bohemond, after 
fome helitation, condefcended to accept this 
magnificent prefent. The Norman was flattered 
by the rduirance of an independent principality ; 
and Alexias eluded, rather than denied, his dar- 
ing demand of the office of great domeflic, or 
general, of the Eaft. The two Roberts, the ion 
of the conqueror of England, and the kinfinan 
of three queens*% bowed in their turn before the 
Byzantine throne. A pi^ivate letter of Stephen 
of Chartres attefts his admiration of the Emperor, 
the mofc excellent and liberal of men, who taught 
Inm to believe that he was a favourite, and pro- 
mifed to educate and eflablifli his yoiingefl fon. 
In his fouthero province, the Count of St. Giles 
and Thoioufe faintly recognifed the fupreinacy of 
the King of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an liiindred thou- 
fand men, he declared that he was tlie foldier and 
fervant of Chrifb alone, and that the Greek might 
be fatisfied with- an equal treaty of alliance and 
friendfhip. His obflinate refiflance enhanced the 
value and the price of his fubmiffion ; and he 
flione, fays the Princefs Anne, among the Barba- 
rians, as the fun amidfl. the flars of heaven. His 
difguft of the noife and infolence of the French, 

After his return, Robert of Flanders became the mi» of the King 
of England, for a peiliiojl of four iumdred marks. See the firft adl in 
Rymer’s Foedera. 

his 
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liis fiifpicions of the defigns of Bohemond, the c HA P, 
Emperor imparted to his faithful Raymond ; and l^vm. 
that aged ftatefman might clearly difcern, that 
however falfe in friendfliip, he was lincere in his 
enmity The fpirit of chivalry was lad fubdued 
in the perfon of Tancred ; and none could deem 
themfelves dilhonoured by the imitation of that 
gallant knight. He difdained the gold and flat- 
tery of the Greek monarch j affiiulted in his pre- 
fence an infblent patrician j efcaped to Afla in 
tlie habit of a private foldier y and yielded w'ith 
a dgh to the authority of Bohemond and the 
intereft of the Chriilian caufe. The bed and 
mod odenfible reafon w’as the impoffibility of 
pading the lea and accomplifliing their vow, 
without the licence and, the veffels of Alexius ; 
but they cherilhed a fecret hope, that as foon as 
they trod the continent of Alia, their fwords 
would obliterate their fliame, and diffolve the 
engagement which on this fide might not be 
very faithfully performed. The ceremony of their 
homage was grateful to a people who had long 
fince coniidered pride as the fubditiite of power. 

High on his throne, the Emperor fat mute and 
immoveable; His Majedywas adored by the Latin 
princes ; and they fubmitted to kifs either his 
feet or his knees, an indignity which their own 
writers are afliamed to confels and unable to 
deny^A 

Private 

vSenfit vetus regnandi,faIfos In amorejodia non fingere. Tacit. vi. 44. 

The proud hiftorians of the crufades Aide and ftumble over this 
humiliating ftep. Yet, fmce the heroes knelt to falute the Emperor as 
B • h e 
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public intereft fuppreffed tlie mur- 
e— V — murs of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
5 baron (he is fuppofed to be Robert of Paris 
Fraaks, prefumed to afcend the throne, and to place liim- 
feif by the fide of Alexius. The fage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his bar- 
barous idiom, « Who is this riiftic that keeps 
« his feat, while fo many valiant captains are 
« ftanding round him The Emperor main- 
tained his filence, diffembled his indignation, 
and quedioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of the words, which he partly fufpe6fced 
from the univeiial language of gefture and coun- 
tenance. Before the departure of the pilgrims, 
he endeavoured to learn the name and condition 
of the audacious baron. “ I am a Frenchman/’ 
replied Robert, of thepureftand mod ancient 

“ nobility of my country. All that I know is, 
“ that there is a church in my neighbourhood’®, 

« the 

he £at motioalels on lils throne, it Is clear that they muft have hlfled 
either his feet or knees. It is only fingular, that Anna fiiould not Jiave 
amply fiipplied the filence or ambiguitjr of the Latins. The abafement 
of their princes ■would have added a fine chapter to the Ceremoniale 
Aul$ Byzantinae. 

He called hinifelf xctSatfiK tjou tvyUm (Alexias, h x. p. 30X.}. 

What a title of m^kjfe of the xith centuiy, if any one could now prove 
his inheritance ! Anna relates, mth vifible pieafure, that the fwening Bar- 
barian, Aawoj TETuipa/ix.Evo?, was killed, or vrounded, after fighting in 
thefrontoftfeebattleof DoryIseum(Lxi. p, 317.}. This circUmftance 
may jufttfy the fufpicion of Ducange (Not. p, 36a.}, that he was no 
other than Robert of Paris, ofthediftriA inoft peculiarly ftyled the 
Duchy or Ifland of France {Vijle de France). 

With the fiime penetratiera, Ducange dircovers las church to be that 
of St.Draufus, or Drofin, of Soiflbns, quem duello dsmicaturifolent in- 
focare: pugiles qui ad inffinaoriatBi ejus {his tomb) peraoftant i»vi<ftos 

reddit. 
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the refort of thofe who are defirous of appro¥- chap 
“ ing their valour in fingle combat. Till an 
enemy appears, they addrefs their prayers to 
God and his faints. That church I have fre- 
quently vifited, but never have I found an 
antagonift who dared to accept my defiance.’^ 

Alexius difmiffed the challenger with fome pru- 
dent advice for his condudl in the Turkiih war- 
fare j and hiftory repeats with pleafure this 
lively example of the manners of his age and 
country, 

The conqueft of Afia was undertaken and at- Their re. 
chieved by Alexander, with thirty -hve thoufand 
Macedonians and Greeks’^; and his beft hope 
was in the ftrength and difcipline of his phalanx 
of infantry. The principal force of the crufaders 
confided in their cavalry; and when that force 
was inuftered in the plains of Bithynia, the 
knights an d their martial attendants on horfeback 
amounted to one hundred thoufand fighting men, 
completely armed with the helmet and coat of 
mail. The value of thete foldiers deferved a 
ftridt and authentic account ; and the flower of 
European chivalry might furnilh, in a firfl effort, 
this formidable body of heavy horfe. A part of 
the infantry might be enrolled for the fervice of 
fcouts, pioneers, and archers; but the promif 

reddit, ut et de Bui'gundia et Italia tali joeceliitate confugiatur ad eum. 

Joan. Sariberlenfis, epift. 139. 

There is fome diverfity on the lumbers of his array : but na 
authority can be compared Math that of Ptolemy, who ftates it at 
five thoufand horfe and thirty thonfend foot (fee Uflier’s Annales, 

E 3 
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CHAP. cLioiis crowd were lofl in their own diforder; and 
^ LViii. , depend not on the eyes or knowledges but 
on the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of Count 
Baldwin 'C in the eftimate of lix hundred thou^ 
land pilgrims able to bear arms, befides the 
priefts and monks, the women and children, of 
the Latin camp. The reader ftarts j and before 
he is recovered from his furprife, I lhail add, on 
the fame teftimony, that if all who took the crofs 
had accompliflied their vow, above six millions 
would have migrated from Europe to Afia. Un- 
der this oppreffion of faith, 1 derive fome relief 
from a more fagacious and thinking writer 
who, after the.fame review of the cavalry, accufes 
the credulity of the priell of Chartres, and even 
doubts whether the Ci/alpine regions (in the geo- 
graphy of a Frenchman) were fufficient to pro- 
duce and pour forth fuch incredible multitudes. 
The coolefl fcepticifm will remember, that of 
tliefe religious volunteers great numbers never 
beheld Conflantinople and Nice. Of entlmlial’m 
the influence is irregular and tranfient : many 
were detained at home by reaibn or cowardice, 
by poverty or weaknefs ; and many were repiilfed 
by the obftacles of the way, the more infuperable 
as they were iinforefeen to thefe ignoran t fanatics, 

7 -'' Fulcher. Carnotenfis, p. 387. He enumerates nineteen nations of 
different names and languages (p. 389.); but I do not clearly appre- 
hend his difference between the Franci and Galli, Itali and Apull. 
Flfewhere (p. 385.) he contemptuoufly brands the deferters. 

Guibert, p. 556. Yet even his gentle oppofition implies an im- 
menfe multitude. By Urban II. in the fervour of his zeal, it is only 
rated at 300,000 pilgrims (epift. xvi. Concil. tom. xii. p. 731.). 

The 
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The fkvage countries of Hungary and Bulgaria C H A P. 
were whitened with their bones ; their vanguard , 
was Gilt in pieces by the Turkifli Sultan ; and the 
lofs of the firit adventure, by the fword, or 
climate, or fatigue, has already been dated at 
three hundred thoiifaiid men. Yet the myriads 
that furvived, that marched, that preffed for- 
wards on the holy pilgrimage, were a fubjeid; of 
aftoniOiment to themfeives and to the Greeks. 

The copious energy of her language links under 
the- efforts of the Princefs Anne : the images 
of locuds, of leaves and flowers, of the fands 
of the fea, or the liars of heaven, imperfectly 
reprefent what llie had feen and heard ; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaims, that Europe was 
loofened from its foundations and hurled againff 
Alia. The ancient holts of Darius and Xerxes, 
labour under the lame doubt of a vague and in- 
definite magnitude : but I am inclined to believe, 
that a larger number has never been contained 
within the lines of a lingle camp, than at the 
liege of Nice, the firll operation of the Latin 
princes. Their motives, their charadlers, and 
their arms, have been already difplayed. Of 
their troops, the moll numerous portion were 
natives of Prance: the Low Countries, the banks 
of the Rhine, and Apulia, fent a powerful re- 

Alexias, 1 -x. p. 283. 305. Her faftidious delicacy complains of 
their ftrange and inarticulate names, and indeed there is fcarcely one 
that file has not contrived to disfigure witli the proud ignorance, fo 
dear and familiar to a poliflied people. I fliall feledl only one example, 

Sangeks) for the count of St, Giles. 

E 4 
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c H A iiiforcPment : fome bands of adventurers Were 
drawn from Spain, Lombardy and England ” ; 
arid from the diftant bogs and mountains of 
Ireland or Scotland^® ilTued fome naked and 
favage fanatics, ferocious at home but unwar- 
like abroad. ' Had not fuperftition condemned 
the facriiegious prudence of depriving the pooreft 
or weakeil Chriftian of the merit of the pilgri- 
mage, the iifelefs crowd, with mouths but with- 
out hands, might have been ftationed in the Greek 
empire, till their companions bad opened and 
fecured the way of the Lord. A fmall remnant 
of the pilgrims, who paffed the Bofphorus, was 
permitted to viiit the holy fepulehre. Their 
northern conftitution viras fcorched by the rays, 
and infedted by the vapours, of a %rian fun. 
They confumed, with heedlefs prodigality, their 
Acres of water and provifion : their numbers 
exhaulled the inland country : the fea was re- 
mote, the Greeks were unfriendly, and the 
Chriftians of every fe6t fled before the voracious 

” william of Malmlbuiy (who wrote about the year 1130) has in- 
ferted in his hiftory (1. iv. p. 1 30 — 154.) a narrative of the firft crufade : 
but I wllb that, inftead of liftening to the temie murmur which had 
paired the Britilh ocean (p. i43i), he had confined liimfelf to the 
numbers, families, and adventures of his countrjTOcn. I find in Dug- 
dale, that an Englilh Norman, Stephen Earl of Albemarle and Holder^, 
nefle, led the rear-guard ■Vi’itli Duke Robert,' at die battle of Antioch 
(Baronage, part i., p. 61.). 

Videres Scotomm apud fe ferocium alias imbellium cuneos (Gul- 
bert, p. 471.) : the cna inuaum and hijpida chlamys, may fuit tlie 
Highlanders ; but the finibus uliglnofis, may, rather apply to the 1 rift 
bogs. William of Malralbu^ exprefsly mentions the Wellli and Scots, 
&c. (l.iv. p. 133.) who quitted, the former venationem faltuum, the 
latter familiaritatera pulicum. 


and 
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mid cruel rapine of their brethren. In the dire c H A P. 
neceffity of famine, they foraetinies roafted and ^ 

devoured the flefli of their infant or adult cap- 
tives. Among the Turks and Saracens, the 
id4)laters of Europe were rendered more odious 
by the name and reputation of cannibals : the 
fpies who introduced themfelves into the kitchen 
of Bohemond, were fiiewn feveral human bodies 
turning on the ijiit ; and the artful Norman 
encouraged a report, which encreafed at the 
fame time the abhorrence and the terror of the 
infidels 

I have expatiated with pleafure on the firil siege of 
ileps of the crufiiders, as they paint the manners 
and character of Europe : but I fliall abridge 1097. 
the tedious and uniform narrative of their blind 
ateliievements, which were performed by ilrength 
and are defcribed by ignorance. From their firft 
ftation in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in fticceffive divifions ; pafied the con-' 
trailed limit of the Greek empire j opened a 
road through the hills, and commenced, by the 
liege of his capital, their pious warfare againfl 
the Turkifli Sultan. His kingdom of Roum ex- 
tended from the Hellefpont to the confines of 
Syria, and barred the pilgrimage of Jerufa- 
lem : his name was Kilidge-Arflan, or Soli- 

This cannlbill hnilget', fonletirties 'teal, more frequently an 
artifice or a lie, may be fourld in Arina Comnena (Alexias, 1 . x. 
p. a8S.)j Giiibert (p. 546.). Ratldlph. Cadont. (c. 97.). The llrata- 
gem is related by the aitthbl* of Gefta Francorum, the monk Ro- 
bert Baldric, and Rstymoiid c!es Agiles, in the Tiege and famine of 
Antioch. 

man. 
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c H A p. man% of tlie race of Seijuk, and the fonof the firil 
conqueror; and in the defence of a land which 
the Turks confidered as their own, he deferved 
the praife of his enemies, by whom alone he is 
known to pofterity. Yielding to the firil impulfe 
of the torrent, he depofited his family and trea- 
fiire in Nice: retired to the mountains wdtli 
fifty thoLifand horfe ; and twice defcended to 
aliaiilt the camps or quarters of the Chrifliaii 
befiegers, which formed an imperfedl circle of 
above fix miles. The lofty and fblid v/alls of Nice 
were covered by a deep ditch, and flanked by 
three hundred and feventy towers ; and on the 
verge of Chriflendom, the Moflems were trained 
in arms, and inflamed by religion. Before this 
city, the French Princes occupied their fiations, 
and profecuted their attacks without correfpon- 
dence or fubordination : emulation prompted 
their valour ; but their valour was fullied by 
cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into 
envy and civil difcord. In the fiege of Nice, 
the arts and engines of antiquity were eiiir 
ployed by the Latins ; the mine and the bat- 
tering-ram, the tortoife, and the belfrey or 
moveable turret, artificial fire, and the catapult 
and baiyi, the fling, and the crofs-bow for the 

His Mufulman appellation of Soliraan is ufed by the Latins, and 
his character is highly embellifiied by Taflb. His Turkifli name of 
Kilidge-Arflan (A.H.485 — ^joo.A.D. 119a — iao6. See De Guignes’s 
Tables, tom. i. p. 245.) is employed by the Orientals, and with fome 
corruption by the Greeks : but little more than his name can be found 
in the Mahometan writers, who are dry and fulky on the fubjedl of the 
fii'il crufade (De Guigiies, tom.Iii. p.ii, p. 10 — 30.). 

calling 
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calling of ftones and darts®^ In the fpace' of c 
feven weeks, much labour and blood were ex- 
pended, and fome progrefs, efpecially by Count 
Kaymond, was made on the fide of the befiegers. 
But the Turks could protra^ their refiftance and 
fecure their efcape, as long as they were mailers 
of the lake'^ Afcanius, which llretches feverai 
miles to the weflward of the city. The means of 
conquell were fupplied by the prudence and in- 
dullry of Alexius ; a great number of boats was 
tranfported on fledges from the fea to the lake ; 
they were filed with the moll dextrous of. his 
archers; the flight of the Sultanawas intercepted; 
Nice was invelled by land and water ; and a Greek 
emiflary perfuaded the inhabitants to accept his 
mailer’s protedlion, and to lave themfeives, by a 
timely furrender, from the rage of the favages of 
Europe. In the moment of vidlory, or at leaft 
of hope, the cruladers, thirfling for blood and 
plunder, were awed by, the Imperial banner that 
ftreamed from the citadel ; and Alexius guarded 
with jealous vigilance this important conquell. 
The murmurs of the chiefs were flifled by ho- 
nour or intered ; and after an halt of nine days, 
they directed their march tow^ards Phrygia under 
the guidance of a Greek general, whom they 


On the fortifications, engines, and fieges of the middle ages, fee 
Muratori (Antiquitat. Italiae, tom. ii. diflert. xxvi. p.,45 a— 5 Z4. ). The 
belfreduSi from whence our belfrey, was the moveable tower of the 
ancients (Ducange, tom.i. p. 608.) 

I cannot forbear remarking the refemblance between the fiege and* 
lake of Nice, with the operations of Hernan Cortez before Mexico. 
See Dr. Robertfon, Hift. of America, 1 . v. 

fulpedted 
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c H A p. fiifpe 61 :ed of fecret connivance with the Siiitaii* 
The confort and the principal fervants of Soli- 
man had been honourably reftored without ran- 
fom j and the Emperor’s generofity to the mifi 
creants was interpreted as treafon to the Chri^ 
tian caufe. 

Battle of Soliman was rather provoked than difmsyed 
D capital : he admoniflied his 

J097, fubje^ls and allies, of this ftrange invalion of the 

July 4. .Wefteni Barbarians ; the Turkifii emirs obeyed 

the call of loyalty or religion; the Turkman 
hords encamped round his flaodard ; and his 
whole force is loofely ftated by the Chriftians at 
two hundred, or even three hundred and lixty, 
thoiihind horfe. Yet he patiently waited till they 
had left behind tliem the fea and the Greek fron- 
tier; and hovering on the flanks, obferved their 
carelefs and confident progrefs in two columns 
beyond the view of each oth r. Some miles be- 
fore they could reach Dorylceum in Phrygia, the 
left, and lefs numerous, diviflon was furprifed,^ 
and attacked, and almofl opprefled, by the Turk- 
ifli cavalry®'*. The heat of the weather, the 
clouds of arrows, and the barbarous onfet, over- 

Mecreant, a word invented py the French cruiaders, and confined 
in that language to its primitive feafe. It Ihould feem, that the zeal 
of our anceftors boiled higher, and that they branded ev«y unbeliever 
as a rafcai. A fimilar prejudice ftill lurks in the isunds of many who. 
think themfelves, Chriftians. 

Baronins has produced a very doubtful letter to his. brother Roger 
(A.D. 1098, N°i 5.). The enemies confifted of Medes, Perfians,. 
Chaldeans ; be it fa The firft attack was cum noftro incommodo ; 
true and tender. But why Godfrey of Bouillon and Hugh Irathers ?■ 
Tancred is ftyled///«j ; of whom I certainly not of Roger, nor af 
Bohemond. 

whelmeci 
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wlielmed the cmfaders ; they loft their order and c 
confidence, and the fainting fight was fuftained 
by the perfonal valour, rather than by the mill*, 
tarycondudt, of Bohemond,Tancred, and Robert 
of Normandy. They were revived by the wel- 
come banners of Duke Godfrey ,who flew to their 
fuccour,with the Count of Vermandois, and fixty 
thoufand horfe ; and was followed by Raymond 
of Tlioloufe, the Bifliop of Buy, and the re- 
mainder of the facred army. Without a moment's 
paufe, they formed in new order, and advanced 
to a fecond battle. They were received with 
equal refolution; and, in their common difdain 
for the unwarlike people of Greece and Alia, it 
was confeffed on both lides, that the Turks and 
the Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of fbldiers**^ Their encounter was 
varied and balanced by the contrail of arms and 
difcipline ; of the diredl charge and wheeling 
evolutions ; of the couched lance, and the bran- 
diflied javelin ; of a weighty broad-fword, and a, 
crooked fabre : of cumbrous armour and thin 
flowing robes ; and of the long Tartar bow, and 
the m'lHiiyi or crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
unknown to the Orientals^". As long as the 

Vensnitamen dlcunt fe efle de Francorum generatione ; et quia 
nullus homo uaturaiiter debet effe miles aifi Franci et Turci , (Gefta 
Francorumj p. 7.). The fame community of blood a’ld valour is at- 
tefted by Archbifiiop Baldric (p*99.). 

Baliflai Ealefira, Arbahjire. See Miiratorij Antiq. tom. ii. 
p. 517- — 524. Ducatige, Gloff, Latin, tom. i. p. 531, 5,3a. In the 
time of Anita Comnena, this weapon, which flie defcribes under tl^e 
name of was, unknown in the Ball ( 1 . x. p. SQX.). By an 

.harnane inconfillency, the Pope, ftrove to prohibit it-in Chriftian wars. 

■ horfes 
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c i-i A P. liorfes were frefli and the quivers full, Solimaii 
LViii. maintained the advantage of the clay ; and four 
^ thoufand Chriftiaos were pierced by the Turkifli 
arrows. In the evening, fwiftnefs yielded to 
ftrength ; on either lide, the numbers were equals 
or at lead as great as any ground could hold, or 
any generals could manage ; but in tuniiiig the 
hills, the laft divifion of Raymond and his pro- 
vmcials was led, perhaps without deiign, on the 
rear of an exhauited enemy ; and the long con- 
teft was determined. Befides a namelefs and 
unaccountable multitude, three thoufand Fagan 
knights were flain in the battle and piirfuit; the 
camp of Soliman was pillaged j and in the variety 
of precious fpoil, the curioiity of the Latins was 
amiifed with foreign arms and apparel, and the 
new afpedt of dromedaries ancl camels. The 
importance of the victory was proved by tlie 
hafly retreat of the Sultan : referring ten tlioii- 
fand guards of the relics of his army, Soliman 
evacuated the idngdom of Room, aiidhaftened to 
implore the aid, and kindle the refentment, of 
March liis Eaftei’o brethren. In a march of five hiin- 
thTLefler milcs, the crufadcrs traverfed the Lefler 
Afia, July Alia, through a wafted land and deferted towns, 
— Septem- •vyithoiit either finding a friend or an enemy. The 
geographer may trace the' pofition of Doiy- 
Imum, Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium, Archelais^ 

The curious reader may compare the ciaffic learning of Cellarius, 
and the geographical fcience of iS’Anville. William of Tyre is the 
' ipnly hiftorian of the crufades who has any knowledge of antiquitv ; 

and M. Otter trod almoft in the footfieps of the Franlis from Conftan- 
Imople to Antioch (Voyage en Turquie et en Perfe, tom. i, p. 3 j-~-88.}. 

•14 and 
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and Germaiiicia, and may compare thofe claffic CHAP, 
appellations with the modem names of Elkiihehr . . 

the old city, Akfliehr the white city, Cogni, 

Erekli, and Maraili. As the pilgrims palled over 
a defert, where a draught of water is exchanged 
for lilver, they were tormented by intolerable 
thirft; and on the banks of the firll rivulet, their 
hafte and intemperance were dill more pernicious 
to the diforderly throng. They climbed with toil 
and danger the deep and dippery ddes of mount 
Taurus: many of the Ibldiers cad away their 
arms to fecure their footdeps j and had not ter- 
ror preceded their van, the long and trembling 
die might have been driven down the precipice 
by a handful of refolute enemies. Two of their 
modrefpedlable chiefs, the Duke of Lorraine and 
the Count of Tholoiife, were carried in litters : 
Raymond was raifed, as it is laid by miracle, from 
an hopelels malady, and Godfrey had been torn 
by a bear, as he purfued that rough and perilous 
chace in the mountains of Pifidia. 

To improve the general condernation, the con- Baldwin 
fin of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey 
were detached from the main army with their ofEdelTa, 
refpe6lable fqiiadrons of five, and of feven, liim- D. 1097 
dred knights. They over-ran in a rapid career 
the hills and fea-coad of Cilicia, from Cogoi to 
the Syrian gates : the Norman dandardwas firft 
planted on the walls of Tarfus and Maimiftra ; 
but the proud in j Lidice of Baldwin at length 
provoked the patient and generous Italian ; and 
they turned their confecrated fwords agaiiid each 
other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour 
, , . .was 
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was tlie motive, and fame the reward, of Tan^ 
cred ; hut fortune fmiled on the more felfifti en- 
terprife of his rival He was called to the affift- 
ance of a Greek or Armenian tyrant, who had 
been fuffered under the Turkifh yoke to reign 
over the Chriftians of Edeha. Baldwin accepted 
the cliaradter of his fon and champion *, but no 
fooner was he introduced into the city, than be 
inflamed the people to the maflacre of his father, 
occupied the throne and treafure, extended his 
conquefts over the hills of Armenia and the plain 
of Mefopotamia, and founded the firft principa- 
lity of the Eranks or Latins, wdiich fubfifled fifty* 
fdur years beyond the Euphrates 

Before the Franks could enter Syria, tlie firm* 
mer, and even the autumn, were completely 
wafted : the fiege of ilntioch, or the reparation 
and repofe of the army during the winter feafoo, 

. was ftrongly debated in their council : the love of 
arms and the iioly fepiilchre urged them to ad- 
vance ; and reafon perhaps was on the fide of 
refolution, lince every hour of delay abates the 
fame and force of the invader, and multiplies the 
refources of defenfive war. The capital of Syria 
was protedled by the river Orontes ; and the iron 
bridge^ of nine arches, derives its name from the 
mafiy gates of the two towers which are con- 


^ This detached conqueft of EdelTa is bell reprefented by Fulclierius 
Carnoteuhs, or of Chartres (In the colledtions of Bongarfius, Du- 
chfifne, and Martenne), Uie valiant chaplain of Count Baldwin (Efprit 
des Croifades, tom. j. p. 13, 14.). In the difputes of that prince with 
Tancred, his partiality is encountered by the partiality of Radulphus 
Cadomenfis, the foidier and hillorian of the gallant marquis. 

See de Chjignes* Hift. des Huns, tom. i. p. 456. 
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firu6led at either end. They were opened by the c h A P. 
fword of the Duke of Normandy: his victory Lvni. 
gave entrance to three hundred thoufand cru- 
fadersj an account which may allow fome fcope 
for Ioffes and defertion, but which clearly detects 
much exaggeration in the review 'of Nice. In 
the defcription of Antioch it is not eafy to 
define a middle term between her ancient mag- 
nificence, under the fucceffors of Alexander and 
Auguflus, and the modern afpedt of Tiirkifh 
defolation. The Tetrapolis, or four cities, if 
they retained their name and polition, muff have 
left a large vacuity in a circumference of twelve 
miles ; and that meafure, as well as the number 
of four hundred towers, are not perfedlly confif- 
tent with, the five gates, fo often mentioned in 
the hiflory of the liege. Yet Antioch mufl liave 
flill fiouriflied as a great and populous capital. 

At the head of the Turkifli emirs, Baghifian, a 
veteran chief, commanded in the place j his 
garrifon was corapofed of fix or feven thoufand 
horfe, and fifteen or twenty thoufiind foot : one 
hundred thoufand Modems are faid to have fallen 
by the fword ; and their numbers were probably 
inferior to the Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, 
who had been no more than fourteen years the 
flaves of the houfe of Seljuk. From the remains 
of a folid and ftately wall, it appears to have 

For Antioch, fee Pococke (Defcription of the Eaft, vol. li. p.i. 
p. 188—193.), Otter (Voyage en Turquie, &c. tom. i. p. 81, &c.), the 
Turkifh geographer (in Otter’s notes), the Index Geogi-aphicus of 
Schultens (ad calcera Bohadin. Vit. Sahwjia.) and Abulfeda (Tabula 
Syriffi, p. 1 15, 216. yerf. Rellke). 
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CHAP, arifen to the height of threefcore feet in the vaL 
leys ; and wherever lefs art and labour had been 
applied, the ground was fuppofed to be defended 
by the river, the morafs, and the mountains. 
Notwithllanding thefe fortifications, the city had 
been repeatedly taken by the Perfians, the Arabs, 
the Greeks, and the Turks ; fo large a circuit 
mull have yielded many pervious points of attack; 
and in a fiege that was formed about the middle 
of October, the vigour of the execution could 
alone jutlify the boldnefs of the attempt. What- 
ever (Irength and valour could perform in the 
field was abundantly difcharged by the champions 
of the crols: in the frequent occafions of fallies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys, 
they were often vidlorious ; and we can only 
complain, that their exploits are fometimes en- 
larged beyond the fcale of probability and truth. 
The fword of Godfrey^‘ divided a Turk from 
the fiioulder to the haunch , and one half of 
the infidel fell to the ground, while the other Was 
tranfported by his horfe to the city gate. As 
Robert of Normandy rode againft his antagonift, 
“ I devote thy head,” he pioufly exclaimed, “ to 

Enfem elevat, eumque a fmiftra parte fcapulamm, tant& virtute 
intorfit, ut quod peilus medium disjunxit fpinam et vltalia interrupit ; 
et fic lubricus enfis fuper crus dextrum integer exivit ; ficque caput 
integrum cum dextra parte corporis immerfit gurgite, partemqiie qua; 
equo prsefidebat remifit civitati (Robert. Mon. p. 50.). Cujus enfe tra- 
jeiftusj Turcus duo facftus eft Turci: ut inferior alter in urbem equi- 
taret, alter arcitenens in flumine nataret (Radulph. Cadom. c. 53. 
p. 304.). Yet he juftifies the deed by the Jlupendis viribus of God- 
frey ; and William of Tyre covers it by, obftupuit populus fadli no- 

mirabilis (I. v. c. 6, p. 701.). Yet it rauft not have 

appeared incredible to the knights of that age. 
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«• the daemons of hell;** and that head was in- c H A P« 
ftantly cloven to the breaft by the refiftlefs ftroke 
of his defcending falchion. But the reality or 
report of fuch gigantic prowefs muft have 
taught the Moflems to keep witliin their walls ; 
and againft thofe walls of earth or Hone, the 
fword and the lance were unavailing Weapons. 

In the flow and fucceffive labours of a fiege, the 
crufaders were fupine and ignorant j without fkill 
to cTontrive, or money t6 purchafe^ or induftry to 
ufe, the artificial engines and implements of 
affault. In the conquefl of Nice, they had been 
powerfully affifted by the wealth and knowledge 
of the Greek Emperor: his abfence was poorly 
fiipplied by fome Genoefe and Pifan veffels, that 
were attra6led by religion or trade to the coaft of 
Syria: the flores were fcanty, the return pre- 
carious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence orweaknefs had prevented 
the Franks from invefting the entire circuit; 
and the perpetual freedom of two gates relieved 
the wants and recruited the garrifon of the city. 

At the end of feven months, after the ruin of 
their cavalry, and an enormous lofs by famine, 
defertion, and fatigue, the progrefs of the cru- 
faders was imperceptible, and their fuccefs re- 
mote, if the Latin Ulyffes, the artful and ambi- 
tious Bohemond, had not employed the arms of 
cunning and deceit. The Ghriftians of Antioch 
were numerous and difcontented : Phirouz, a 

See the exploits of Robert, Raymond, and the modeft Taacred, 
who impofed fiience on lus fijuire (Radulph. Cadom. c, 53.}. 

F 2 Syrian 
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P. Syrian renegade, had acquired the favour of the 
emir and the command of three towers ; and 
the merit of his repentance di%uired to the La- 
tins, and perhaps to himfelf, the foul defign of 
perfidy and treafon. A fecret coiTefpondence, 
for their mutual intereft, was foon eftabiifiied 
between Phirouz and the Prince of Tarento; and 
Boheraond declared in the council of the chiefs, 
that he could deliver the city into their hands* 
But he claimed the fovereignty of Antioch as the 
reward of his fervice ; and the propofal which 
had been rejected by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the diflrefs, of his equals. The 
no 61 ;urnal furprife was executed by the Prench 
and Norman princes, who afeended in perfon 
the fcaling-ladders that were thrown from the 
walls: their new profelyte, after the murder of 
his too fcrupulous brother, embraced and intro- 
duced the fervants of Chrift j the army ruflied 
through the gates ; and the Modems foon found, 
that, altliough mercy was hopelefs, refiilance was 
impotent. But the citadel dill refufed to fur- 
render; and the vidtors themfelves were fpeedily 
encompaffed and befieged by the innumerable 
forces of Kerboga, Prince of Moful, who, with 
twenty-eight Tiirkifli emirs, advanced to the deli- 
verance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the 
Chrifiians fpent on the verge of deflrudlion; and 
the proud lieutenant of the Caliph and the Sultan 
left them only the choice of fervitude or death 

After mentioning the diftrefs and humble petition of the Franks, 
Abulpharagius adds the haughty reply of Codbufca, or Kerboga j Non 
evafuri eftis nifi per gladiuxn,” (Dynaft. p. »4a.). 
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In this extremity they collected the relics of c HAP, 
their ftrengtli. Tallied from the town, and in a 
iingle memorable day annihilated or difperfed vSoryof 
the hoft of Turks and Arabians, which they might c™- 

fafely report to have confified of fix hundred a^d. 
thoLifand men^‘^. Their fupernatural allies I ill all 
proceed to coniider : the human caufes of the 
victory of Antioch w’^ere thefearleis defpair of the 
Franks ; and the furprife, the difcord, perhaps 
the errors, of their unikilfiil and prefnmptiious ad- 
verfaries. The battle is defcribed with as much 
diforder as it was fought ; but we may obferve 
the tent of Kerboga, a moveable and fpacious 
palace, enriched with the luxury of Alia, and 
capable of holding above two tlioufand perfons ; 
we may dillinguiili his three thoufand guards, 
who were cafed, the horfes as w^ell as the men, 
in complete ileel. 

In the eventful period of the fiege and defence Their fa- 
of Antioch, the crufaders were, alternately, ex- 
alted by victory or funk in deipair; either fwelled Antioch, 
with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpecu- 
lative reafoner might fuppofe, that their faith had 
a ftrong and ferious influence on their pradlice 5 


5+ In defcribing the hoft of Kerboga, moft of the Latin hiftoiians, 
die author of the Gefta (p. 17.), Robert Monachus (p. 56.), Baldric 
(p. III.), Fulcherlus Carnotenfis (p.39a.), Guibert(p. 513.), William 
of Tyre (I. vi. c. 3. p. 714.), Bernard Thefaurariiis (c. 39. p. 695.}, are 
content with the vague exprelEons of infinita multitudo, immenfum 
agmen, innumerje copias or gentes, which correfpond with the 
av«p* 0 ju.»iT«v of Anna Comnena (Alexias, l.xl. p.3 i8 — ^320.). 

The numbers of the Turks are fixed by Albert Aquenfis at 300,000 
(I.iv. c. 10. p. 343 .)> and by Radulphus Cadomenfis at 400,000 horfe 
(c. 73. p. 309.). 
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CHAP, and that the foldiers of the crofs, the deliverers 
of the holy fepulchre, prepared themfelves by a 
fober and virtuous life for the daily contempla- 
tion of martyrdom. Experience blows away this 
charitable illulion : and feldom does the hiftory 
of profane war difplay fuch fcenes of intem- 
perance and proftitiition as were exhibited under 
the walls of Antioch. The grove of Daphne no 
longer flourifhed; but the Syrian air was Ml 
impregnated with the fame vices j the Chiiftians 
were feduced by every temptation that nature 
either prompts or reprobates ; the authority of 
the chiefs was defpifed *, and fermons and edidls 
were alike fruitlefs againft thofe fcandalous dif- 
orders, not lefs pernicious to military difcipline, 
than repugnant to evangelic purity. In the firfl 
days of the liege and the polfeffion of Antioch^ 
the Franks confumed with wanton and thoiight- 
lefs prodigality the frugal fubfiftence of weeks 
and months : the defolate country no longer 
yielded a fupply ; and from that country they 
‘ w'ere at length excluded by the arms of the be- 
fieging Turks. Difeafe, the faithful companion 
of want, was envenomed by the rains of the 
winter, the fummer heats, unwholefoine foodj 
and the clofe imprifonment of multitudes. The 
pidlures of famine and peMence are always the 
fame, and always difguftful j and our imagina-. 
lion may fuggefl the nature of their fufferings 
and their refoui'ces. The remains of treafure or 

'Se6 the tragic and fcandalous fete ()f an archdeacon of royal birth, 
who vvas flain by the Turks as he repofed in an orchard, playing at 
dice with a Syrian concubine, 
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fpoil were eagerly laviflied in the pnrchafe of the c H A P. 
vileft nouriiliment ; and dreadful mull have been ■ p 
the calamities of the poor, fince, after paying 
three marks of lilver for a goat and fifteen for a 
lean camel the Count of Flanders was reduced 
to beg a dinner, and Duke Godfrey to borrow an 
horfe. Sixty thoiifand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp : before the end of the fiege they 
were diminifhed to tv*^o thoufand, and fcarcely 
two hundred fit for fervice could be muflered on 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body and terror 
of mind extinguiflied the ardent enthiifiafm of 
the pilgrims ; and every motive of honour and 
religion was fubdued by the defire of life’^ 

Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon 
was fupported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe- 
mond by ambition and interell, and Tancred 
declared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as 
long as he was at the head of forty knights, he 
would never reiinquifh the enterprife of Paleftine. 

But the Count of Tholoufe and Provence was 
fufpedted of a voluntary indifpofition : the Duke 
of Normandy was recalled from the fea-fhore by 

5'’ The value of an ox rofe from five folidi (fifteen fhillings) at 
Chriftmas to two mark® (four pounds), and afterwards mueh higher : 
a kid or lamb, from one Ihilling to eighteen pf our prefent money : m 
the fecond famine, a loaf of bread, or the head of an animal, fold for 
a piece of gold. More examples might be produced 5 but it is the 
ordinary, not the extraordinary, prices, that deferve the notice of the 
philofopher. 

97 Alii multi quorum nomina non tenemus; quia, deleta de libro 
vita, prafenti operi non funt inferenda (Will, Tyr. I. vi. c. 5. p. yij.)* 

Guibert (p. 518. 5 *3.) attempts to excufe Hugh the Great, and even 
Stephen of Chartres. 
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CHAP, tlie cenfures of the church ; Hugh the Greats 
, , though he led the vanguard of the battle, em- 
braced an ambiguous opportunity of returning 
to France ; and Stephen Count of Chartres bafely 
deferted the llandard which he bore, and the 
council in which he prefided. The foldiers were 
difcouraged by the flight of William Vifcount 
of Melun, furnamed the Cmyenter, from the 
weighty ftrokes of his axe ; and the faints were 
fcandaliled by the fall of Peter the Hermit, who, 
after arming Europe againll Alia, attempted to 
efcape from the penance of a neceflary fall. Of 
the multitude of recreant warriors ; the names 
(fays an hiflorian) are blotted from the book of 
life ; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope- 
dancers w^as applied to the deferters who dropt 
ill the night from the walls of Antioch. The 
Emperor Alexius®®, who feemed to advance to 
the fuccour of the Latins was difinayed by the 
afl’urance of their hopelefs condition. They ex- 
pedled their fate in fllent delpair ; oaths and 
piinifliments were tried without efledl ; and to 
roufe the foldiers to the defence of the walls, it 
was found iieceflliry to fet fire to their quarters. 
Legend of Eof their falvation and victory, they were in- 
debted to the fame fanaticifra wdiich had led them 
to the brink of ruin. In fuch a caufe, and in 
fuch an army, vifions, prophefies, and miracles, 
were frequent and familiar. In the diflrefs of 

s'* See the progrefs of the crufade, tlie retreat of Alexius, the vic» 
tory of Antioch, and the conqueft of Jerufalem, in the Alexiad, 1, xi. 

. P- 3 1 7 — 3 37- Anna was fo prone to exaggeration, that the magnifies 
the exploits of the Latins, 
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Antioch, they were repeated with unufual energy 
and iiiccefs: St. Ambrofe had affured a pious 
ecciefiaftic, that two years of trial mutl precede 
the feafon of deliverance and grace; the deferters 
were flopped by the prefence and reproaches of 
Ciirifl himfelf; the dead had promifed to arife 
and combat with their brethren; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their fins; and their con- 
fidence was revived by a vifible fign, the feafon- 
abie and fplendid difcovery of the boly lance. 
The policy of their chiefs has on this occafion 
been admired, and might furely be excufed; but 
a pious fraud is feldom produced by the cool 
confpiracy of many perfons; and a voluntary im- 
poftor might depend on the fupport of the wife 
and the credulity of the people. Of the diocefe 
of Marfeilles, there was a priell of low cunning 
and loofe manners, and his name was Peter Bar- 
tholemy. He prefented himfelf at the door of 
the coiincil-cliamber, to difclofe an apparition of 
St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated in 
his fleep, with a dreadful menace, if he pre- 
fumed to fupprefs the commands of heaven. “ At 
“ Antioch,’* faid tlie apoille, “ in the church of 
my brother St. Peter, near the high altar, is 
“ concealed the fteel head of the lance that 
“ pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
“ days, that inflrument of eternal, and now of 
“ temporal, fiilvation, will be manifefted to his 
“ difciples. Search and ye lliall find : bear it 
“ aloft in battle ; and that myftic weapon fliall 
“ penetrate the fouls of the mifcreants.” The 
Pope’s legate, the Billiop of Puy, afiPedted toliften 

with 
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CHAP, with coldoefs and diftruft; but the revelation waf 
HViii. eagerly accepted by Count Kaymond, whom his 
faithfiil fubjedt, in the name of the apoftie, had 
chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. The 
experiment was refolved; and on the third day, 
after a due preparation of prayer and fading, the 
prieftsof Marfeilles introduced twelve trully fpec» 
tators, among whom were the Count and his chap- 
lain j and the church-doors were barred againft 
the impetuous multitude. The ground was 
opened in the appointed place ; but the workmen , 
who relieved each other, dug to the depth of 
twelve feet without difcovering the objedt of their 
fearch. In the evening, when Count Raymond 
had withdrawn to his poft, and the weary affif- 
tants began to murmur, Bartholemy, in his fliirt, 
and without his dioes, boldly defcended into the 
pitj the darknefs of the hour and of the place 
enabled him to fecret and depofit the head of a 
Saracen lance; and the firft found, the firft 
gleam, of the fteel was faluted with a devout 
rapture. The holy lance was drawn from its 
recefs, wrapt in a veil of filk and gold, and ex- 
pofed to the veneration of the crufaders ; their 
anxious fufpence burft forth in a general ftout 
of joy and hope, and the defponding troops were 
again inflamed with the enthufialm of valour. 
Whatever had been the arts, and whatever 
might be the fentiinents of the chiefs, they ikil- 
fully improved this fortunate revolution by every 
aid that difcipline and devotion could afford. 
The foldiers were difmiffed to their quarters with 
an injunaion to fortify their minds and bodies 

for 
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for the approaching conflict, freely to beftow chap. 
their laft pittance on themfelves and their horfes, , ^ 

and to expert with the dawn of day the fignahot 
victory. On the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
the gates of Antioch were thrown open : a mar- 
tial pfalm, Let the Lord arife, and let his 
enemies be fcatteredl” was chaunted by a 
proceffion of priefts and monks; the battle array 
was marfhalled in twelve divifions, in honour of 
the twelve apoftles ; and the holy Ian cCs in the 
abfence of Raymond, was entrulled to the hands 
of his chaplain. The influence of this relic or 
trophy was felt by the fervants, and perhaps by 
the enemies, of Chrift*’®; and its potent energy 
was heightened by an accident, a ftratagem, or 
a rumour, of a miraculous complexion. Three Celeftiai 
knights in white garments and refplendent arms, 
either iffued, or feemed to ilTue, from the hills; 
the voice of Adhemar, the Pope’s legate, pro- 
claimed them as the martyrs St. George, St. Theo- 
dore, and St. Maurice; the tumult of battle 
allowed no time for doubt or fcrutiny ■; and the 
welcome apparition dazzled the eyes or the ima- 
gination of a fanatic array. In the feafon of 
danger and triumph, the revelation of Bartho- 
iemy of Marfeilles was unanimoufly afferted; but 
as foon as the temporary fervice was accom* 
plilhed, the perfonal dignity and liberal alms 
which the Count of Tholoufe derived from the 

The Mahometan Aboulmahafen (apud de Guignes, tona. ii. p. li. 
p. 95.) is more correft in his account of the holy lance than the Chrif- 
tians, Anna Comnena and Abulpharagius : the Greek Princels con- 
founds it with a nail of the crofs ( 1 . xi. p, 3556.) ; the Jacobite primate, 
with St. Peter’s Itaff (p. *4*.}. 

cuftody 
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CHAP, cuftody of the holy lance, provoked the envy, 
and awakened the reafon, of his rivals. A Nor- 
man clerk prefiimed to lift, with a philofophie 
fpirit, the truth of the legend, the circumftances 
of the difcovery, and the charadler of the pro- 
phet ; and the pious Bohemond afcribed their 
deliverance to the merits and interceffion of Chrifl 
alone. For a while, the Provincials defended 
theirnational palladium with clamours and arms; 
and new vifions condemned to death and hell 
the profane fceptics, who prefiimed to fcrutinife 
the truth and merit of the difcovery. The pre- 
valence of incredulity compelled the author to 
fubmit his life and veracity to the judgment of 
God, A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was eredted in the midft of the 
camp ; the dames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits ; and a narrow path of twelve 
inches was left for the perilous trial. The un- 
fortunate pried of Marfeilles traverfed the fire 
wnth dexterity and Ipeed ; but his thighs and 
belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat ; he ex- 
pired the next day ; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to his dying pro- 
teftations of innocence and truth. Some efforts 
were made by the Provincials to fubftitute a crofs, 
a ring, or a tabernacle, in the place of the holy 
lance, which foon vaniflied in contempt and ob- 
livion Yet the revelation of Antioch is 

gravely 

The two antagoniftswho exprefs the moft intimate knowledge and 
theftrongeftconvidionofthe wirar/e, and of the /raud, are Raymond 
des Aglles, and Radulphus Cadomenfis, the one attached to the Count 
of Tholoufe, the other to the Norraaa prince. Fulcherius Carnotenfis 

prefumes 
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gravely afferted by fucceeding hiftorians ; and c h a p. 
filch is the progrefs of credulity, that miracles, , i 
moft doubtful on the fpot and at the moment, 
will be received- with implicit faith at a conve- 
nient diflance of time and Ipace. 

The prudence or fortune of the Tranks had The fiaie 
delayed their iiivafion till the decline of the ^urks and 
Turkifli empire “h Under the manly govern- caliphs of 
ment of the three firil Sultans, the kingdoms of 
Alia were united in peace andjufticej and the 
innumerable armies which they led in perfon 
were equal in courage and fuperior in difcipline, 
to the Barbarians of the Weft. But at the time 
of the cruhide, the inheritance of Malek Shaw 
was difputed by his four fons ; their private ambi- 
tion was infenlible of the public danger; and, in 
the viciffitudes of their fortune, the royal vaflals 
were ignorant, or regardlefs, of the time obje6l of 
their allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs who 
marched with the ftandard of Kerboga, were his 
rivals or enemies ; their hafty levies were drawn 
from the towns and tents of Mefopotamia and 
Syria ; and the Turkifli veterans were employed 
or confumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. 

The Caliph of Egypt embraced this opportunity 
of weaknefs and difcord, to recover his ancient 
poffeflions ; and his Sultan Aphdal befieged Je- 
rufaiem and Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok, 

prefumes to fay, Audite fraudem et non fraudem ! and afterwards, In- 
venit lanceam, fallaciter occultatam forfitan. The reft of the herd are 
loud and ftrenuous. 

See M. de Guignes, (tom. ii. p.ii. p. 333, &c.) ; and the articles 
®f Barkiarok} Mohammed) Sangiart ia D’flerbelot. 

and 
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c H A p. and reftoredin Paleftiiietlie civil an decdefiaftical 

^LVIIL^^ authority of the Fatimites*'"®. They heard with 
aftoniflimeiit of the vaft armies of Chriftians that 
had palTed from Europe to Aha, and rejoiced in 
.the fieges and battles which broke the power of 
the Turks, the adverfaries of their fe6l and mo- 
narchy. But the fame Chriftians were the ene- 
mies of the prophet ; and from the overthrow of 
Nice and Antioch, the motive of their enterprife, 
which was gradually underftood, would urge 
them forwards to the banks of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An intercourfe of epiftles 
and embaffies, which rofe and fell with the events 
of war, was maintained between the throne of 
Cairo and the camp of the Latins ; and their ad- 
verfe pride was the refiilt of ignorance and en- 
thufiafm. The minifters of Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or inlinuated in a milder tone, that 
their fovereign, the true and lawful commander 
of the faithful, had refcued Jefuftilem from the 
Turkifli yoke ; and that the pilgrims, if they 
would divide their numbers, and lay alide their 
arms, Ihouid find a fafe and hofpitable reception 
at the fepulchre of Jefus. In the belief of their 
loft condition, the Caliph Moftali defpifed their 
arms and imprifoned their deputies : the conqueft 
and victory of Antioch prompted him to fblicit 
thofe formidable champions with gifts of horfes 

The Emir, or Sultan Aphdal, recovered Jerufalem and Tyre, 
A. H. 489 (Renaudot, Hift. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 478. De Guig- 
iies, tom. i. p. *49. from Abulfeda and Ben Schounah). Jerufalem 
ante adventum veftrum recuperavimus, Turcos ejeeimus, fay the Fati- 
mite ambafladors. 
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and filk robes, of vafes, and piirfes of gold and c H A P. 
fiiver ; and in bis eftimate of their merit or , j 
power, the firft place was affigned to Bohemond, 
and the fecond to Godfrey. In either fortune 
the anfwer of the crufaders was firm and uni- 
form : they difdained to inquire into the private 
claims or pofieffions of the followers of Mahomet : 
whatfoever was his name or nation, the ufurper 
ofJerufalem was their enemy; and iidlead of 
prefcribing the mode and terms of their pilgrim- 
age, it was only by a timely fiirrender of the city 
and province, their facred right, that he could 
deferve their alliance, or deprecate their impend- 
ing and irrefiftible attack 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay of 
view and reach of their glorious prize, was fuf- the Franks, 
pended above ten months after the defeat of Ker* 
boga. The zeal and courage of the cruladers July— 
were chilled in the moment of vidlory ; and, in- 
head of marching to improve the confternation. May. 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this ilrang-e delay may be 
found in the want of flrength and fubordination. 

In the painful and various fervice of Antioch, 
the cavalry was annihilated ; many thouiands of 
every rank had been loft by famine, ficknefs, 
and defertion : the fame abufe of plenty liad 
been productive of a third famine; and the al- 

See the tranfadlons between the Caliph of Egypt and the crufa- 
-dersj in WilUam of Tyre (I. iv. c. 24 . 1 . vi. c. 19.} and Albert Aquetills 
(I. iii. c. 59.), who are more fenfibie of their importance, than the con- 
temporary writers. ■' 
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CHAR ternative of intemperance and diftrefs, had ge- 
^ ^ peftilence, which fwept away above 

fifty thoLifand of the pilgrims. Few were able 
to command, and none were willing to obey : 
the domeftic feuds, which had been flifled by 
common fear, were again renew^ed in a6ls, or at 
leafi in fentiments, of hoftility ; the fortune of 
Baldwin and Bohemond excited the envy of their 
companions; the bravell knights were enlifted for 
the defence oftheir new principalities; and Count 
Raymond exhaufted his troops and treafures in 
an idle expedition into the heart of Syria. The 
winter was confumed in difcord and diforder ; a 
fenfe of honour and religion was rekindled in the 
fpring ; and the private foidiers lefs fufceptible 
of ambition and jealoufy, awakened with angry 
Their clamoui’S the indolence of their chiefs. In the 
march to month of May, the relics of this mighty boll 
a^d!”* proceededfrom Antioch to Laodicea; about forty 
1099. thoufand Latins, of whom no more than fifteen 
jhSL”** hundred horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, were 
capable of immediate fervice. Their eafy march 
was continued between Mount Libanus and the 
fea-fiiore ; their wants were liberally fupplied by 
the coalling traders of Genoa and Pifa ; and they 
drew large contributions from the emirs of Tri- 
poli, Tyre,Sidon, Acre, and Cmfarea,whogranted 
a free paflage, and promifed to follow the ex- 
ample of Jerufalem. From Ceefarea they ad- 
vanced into the midland country ;'their clerks re- 
cognifed the facred geography of Lydda, Ramla, 
Emails, and Bethlera,and as foon as they defcried 

the 
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tile holy city, the crufaders forgot their toils CHAP, 
and claimed their reward , 

Jeriifalem has derived fome reputation trora siege and 
the number and importance of her memorable 
lieges. It was not till after a long and obftinate a.d.'io 99. 
contefl that Babylon and Rome could prevail June 7-- 
againll the obftinacy of the people, the craggy 
ground that might fuperfede the neceffity of 
fortifications, and the walls and towers that 
would have fortified the moll accelfible plain 
Thefe obftacles were diminiflied in the age of 
the crufades. The bulwarks had been com- 
pletely deftroyed and imperfectly reftored : the 
Jews, their nation, and worlhip, were for ever 
baniftied; but nature is lefs changeable than 
man, and the lite of Jerufalera, though foraewhat 
foftened and fomewhat removed, was ftill ttrong 
againll the afiaults of an enemy. By the ex- 
perience of a recent fiege, and a three years^ 
pofieflion, the Saracens of Egypt had been 
taught to difcern, and in fome degree to re- 
medy, the defects of a place, which religion as 
well as honour forbade them to refign. Aladin, 
or Illikhar, the caliph’s lieutenant, was entrufted 
with the defence : his policy drove to reftrain 
the native Chrillians by the dread of their own 

* ' f The greatefl; part of the march of the Franks is traced, and moft 
accurately traced, in Maundrell’s Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem 
(p.17 — 67.); un des meilleurs morceaux, fans contredit, qu’on ait 
dans ce genre (D’Ahville, Memoire fur Jerufalem, p. 37.). 

See the mafterly defcription of Tacitus (Hift. v. ii, la, 13.), 
who fuppofes, that the Jewhh lawgivers had provided for a perpetual 
ftate of hoftility againft the reft of mankind. 

VOL, XI. O 
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c H A R ruin and that of the holy fepiilchre ; to animate 
. , the Moflems by the afluraiice of temporal and 

eternal rewards. His garrilbn is faid to have 
cpnfifled of forty thoufand Turks and Arabians; 
and if he could mufter twenty thoufand of the 
inhabitants, it mufl be confeffed that the be- 
fieged rrere more numerous than the befieging 
army "°'^. Had the diminilhed ftrength and 
numbers of the Latins allowed them to grafp 
the whole circumference of four thoufand yards 
(about two Englifli miles and a half to what 
tifef ul purp ofe ihould they have defc en ded into th e 
valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Cedron 
or approached the precipices of the South and 
Eafl, from whence they had nothing either to 
hope or fear? Their fiege was more reafonabiy 
directed againd the northern and weilern lides 

The lively fcepticilm of Voltaire is balanced with fenfe and eru- 
dition by the French author of the Efprit des Crufades (tom. iv. p. 386. 
— 388.), who obfei-ves, that, according to the Arabians, the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem muft have exceeded aoo,ooo ; that in the fiege of Titus, 
Jofephus collects 1,300,000 Jews ; that they are Itated by Tacitus 
himfelf at 600,000 ; and that the largeft defalcation, that his accepi- 
mus can juftify, wUi ftiU leave them more numerous than the Roman 
army. 

Maundrell,who diligently perambulated the walls, found a circuit 
of 4630-paces, or 4167 Englilh yards (p. 109, no.) ; from an authentic 
plan, D'Anville concludes a meafure nearly fimilar, of i960 French 
toifes (p. 33 — 39-), in his fcarce and valuable tradl. For the topo- 
graphy of Jerufalem, fee Reland (Paleftina, tom.ii. p. 833 — 860.). 

Jerufalem was pofleffed only of the torrent of Eedron, dry in fum- 
■mer, and of the little fpring or brook of Siloe (Reland, tom. i. p. 394. 
■500.). Both ■ ftrangers and natives complained of the want of water, 
which in time of war was fludioufly aggravated. Within the city, 
Tacitus mentions a pereniiial fbuntaini an aquedud, and cifterns for 
rain water. The aquedud was conveyed from the rivulet Tekoe or 
Etharn, which is likewife mentioned by Bohadin (in Vit. Saladin. 
.p.338.). 


of 
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of tbe city. Godfrey of Bouillon ere6led his C H A P. 
ftandard on the firfl fwell of Mount Calvary : to , 

the left as far as St. StepheiTs gate, the line of 
attack was continued by Tancred and the two 
Roberts 5 and Count Raymond eilabliflied his 
quarters from the citadel to the foot of Mount 
Sion, which was no longer included within the 
precin6ts of the city. On the fifth day, the 
crufaders made a general affault, in the fanatic 
hope of battering dowm the walls without en- 
gines, and of fcaling them without ladders. By 
the dint of brutal force, they biirft the fiift bar- 
rier, but they were driven back with fliame and 
flaughter to the camp : the influence of vilion 
and prophecy was deadened by the too fre- 
quent abufe of thofe pious ftratagems ; and 
time and labour were found to be the only 
means of vi 61 :oryi The time of the fiege was 
indeed fulfilled in forty days, but they were 
forty days of calamity and anguifli. A repeti- 
tion of the old complaint of famine may be im- 
puted in fome degree to the voracious or dif- 
orderly appetite of the Franks-; but the Bony 
foil of Jerufalem is almofl deflitiite of water ; 
the fcanty fprings and hafly torrents were dry in 
the fummer feafon ; nor was the thirft of the 
befiegers relieved, as in the city, by the arti- 
ficial fiipply of ciflerns and aqueducts. The 
circumjacent countiy is equally deftitute of 
trees for the ufes of lhade or building: but fome 
large -beams were difcovered in a cave by the 
crufaders : a wood near Sichem, the enchanted 
G 2 grove 
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CHAP, grove of Taffo was cut down : the iieceffaiy 

; , timber was tranfported to the camp by the 

vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and the en- 
gines were framed by fome Genoefe artifls, who 
had fortunately landed in the harbour of Jaffa. 
Two moveable turrets were conflrodled at the 
expence, and in the ftations, of the Duke of 
Lorraine and the Count of Thoioufe, and rolled 
forwards with devout labour, not to the inoft. 
acceflible, but to the inoft negledted parts, of 
the fortification. Raymond’s tower was re- 
duced to afties by the fire of the befieged, but 
his colleague was more vigilant and fuCcefsful ; 
the enemies were driven by his archers from the 
rampart: the draw-bridge w^aslet down-, and on 
a Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the Paffion, Godfrey of Bouillon flood 
vidlorious on the walls of Jerufalem. His ex- 
ample was followed on every fide by the emula- 
tion of valour ; and about four hundred and 
fixty years after the conqueff of Omar, the holy 
city was refciied from the Mahometan yoke. In 
the pillage of public and private wmalth, the ad- 
venturers had agreed to refpedl the exclufive 
property of the firft occupant ; and the fpoils of 
the great mofque, feventy lamps and maffy vafes 
of gold and filver, rew^arded the diligence, and 
difplayed the generofity, of Tancred, A bloody 
facrifice was offered by his miflaken votaries to 


Gierufalemme Liberata, canto xlii. It is pleafant enough to 
obferve how Taffo has copied and embeliyhed the minuteft details of 
die fiege. 


the 
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the God of the Chriflians : refiftance might pro- C 
voke, but neither age nor fex could mollify, ^ 
their implacable rage : they indulged themfelves 
three days in a promifcuous inaffacre and the 
infedlion of the dead bodies produced an epide- 
mical difeafe. After feveiity thoufaiid Mofleins 
had been put to the fword, and the harmlefs 
Jews had been burnt in their lynagogue, they 
could ftill referve a multitude of captives whom 
interefl or lalfitude perfuaded them to ipare. Of 
thefe favage heroes of the crofs, Tancred alone 
betrayed fome fentiments of companion j yet we 
may praife the more felfifh lenity of Raymond, 
who granted a capitulation and fafe-condu6t to 
the garrifon of the citadel “b The holy fepul- 
chre was now free ; and the bloody vi6lors pre- 
pared to accomplilh their vow. Bai’eheaded and- 
barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an humble 
pofture, they afcended the hill of Calvary, amidft 
the loud anthems of the clergy ; kiffed the Rone 
which had covered the Saviour of the world; and 
bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo- 
nument of their redemption. This union of the 
fierceft and moft tender paffions has been vari- 
oufly coniidered by two philofophers ; by the 

Befides the Latins, who are not afiiamed of the maflacre, fee 
Elmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. 363.), Abulpharaglus (Dynaft. p. 343.), and 
M. de Guignesi^tom. ii. p. ii. p. gg.), from Aboulmahafen. 

The old to^ver Pfephina, In the middle ages Neblofa, was named 
Callellum Pifanmp, from the Patriarch Daimbert. It is ftill the citadel, 
the refidence of the Turkifh aga, and commands a profpecl of the Dead 
Sea, Judea, and Arabia (D^Anville, p. 19 — 33.). It was likewife called 
the Tower of David, 5rajw./AsyE0sraTor. 
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c H A p. one as eafy and natural ; by the otlicr as 
abfurd and incredible. Perhaps it is too ri.'.'’or- 
oiiliy applied to the fame perlbos and tlic lame 
Iioisr : the example of the virtuous Godfrey 
avakened the piety of his companions ; while 
they cleanfed their bodies, they purified tlieir 
minds ; nor fliall I believe that the moil ardent 
in ilaughter and rapine were the foremoft in the 
proceffion to the holy fepulchre. 

Eleaion Eight days after this memorable event, whicli 
of Godfrey Urban did not live to hear, the Latin 

of Bou- chiefs proceeded to the eledlion of a King:, to 

iiion, s;u!S,rd and govern their conquells in Paieiliiie. 

A.D.IO99. I ? 1 ft 1 £» 

juiyaa— Hugh the Great, and btephen 01 Ghartres, 

A.D.H00, Pad retired with fome lofs of reputation, whicli 
July 18. llroVe to regain by a fecond cruiade and 

aii honourable death. Baldwin was eftabliilied 
at Edeifa, and Bohemond at Antioch ; and 
two Eoberts, the Duke of Normandy and tlie 
Count of Elanders, preferred their fair inheri- 
tance in the Weil to a doubtful competition or a 
barren fceptre. The jealouiy and ambition of 
Raymond were condemned by his own foUovvers, 
and the free, the jiifl, the unanimous voice of 

’'"‘Hume, in his Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 311, 312. odtavo 
edition. 

Voltaire, iii his Eflai fur I’Hiftoire Generale, tom. ii. e. 54. 
P- 3455 346. 

The Englilh afcribe to Robert of Norihandy, and the Provincials 
to Raymond of Tholoufe, the glory of refufing the crown ; but the 
honefi. voice of tradition has pfeferved the memory of the ambition and 
revenge (Villehardouin, N" 136.) of the Count of St.jGiles. lie died 
at the fiege of Tripoli, which was pofleiTed by his defeehdants. 

the 
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the army, prodairaed Godfrey of Bouillon tbefirll c i-i A p. 
and mod worthy of the champions of Chrift- 
endom. His magnanimity accepted a trufi;. as 
full of danger as of glory ; but in a city where 
his Saviour had been crowned with thorns, the 
devout pilgrim rejeded the name and enligns of 
royalty ; and the founder of the kingdom of 
Jerufalem contented himfelf with the modell 
title of Defender and Baron of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. His government of a fingle year too 
fliort for the public happinefs, was interrupted in 
the iirft fortnight by a furamons to the held by 
the approach of the vizir or fultan of Egypt, 
who had been too flow to prevent, but who was 
impatient to avenge, the lofs of Jerufalem. His 
total overthrow in the battle of Afcalon fealed 
the eftablifliment of the Latins in Syria, and %- 
nalized the valour of the French Princes, who in 
this adion bade a long farewell to the holy wars. 

Some glory might be derived from the pro- Battle of 
digious inequality of numbers, though I iliall 
not count the myriads of horfe and foot on Auguftia! 
the fide of the Fatiinites ; but, except three . 
thoufand Ethiopians or Blacks, v/ho were armed 
with flails, or fcourges of iron, the Barbarians of 
the South fled on the flrfl onfet, and afforded a 
pleafing comparifon between the adive valour of 
the Turks and the floth and effeminacy of the 
natives of Egypt. After fufpending before the 
holy fepulchre the fword and flandard of the 

See die election, the battle of Afcalon, &c. in William of Tyre, 

1. ix. c. 1 — la. and in the conclufion of the jLatin hiftoriana of the 
&ft crufadc. ' . ■ 
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C H A P. 
LVIII. 



fiiltan, the new King (he deferves the title) em^ 
braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun- 
dred knights, and two thoiifand fbot-foldiers, for 
the defence of Faledine. His fovereignty was 
fooii attacked by a new enemy, the only one 
againft whom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, 
Bifhop of Puy, who excelled both in council and 
adtion, had been fwept away in the laft plague of 
Antioch ; the remaining ecclefiaftics preferved 
only the pride and avarice of their charadler ; 
and their leditious clamours had required that the 
choice of a bifliop Ihould precede that of a King. 
The revenue and jurifdiction of the lawful pa- 
triarch were ufurped by the Latin clergy : the 
exclulion of the Greeks and Syrians was juftified 
by the reproach of herefy or fchifm ; and, un- 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Ohrillians regretted the tolerating government 
of the Arabian caliphs. Daiinbert, Archbifliopof 
Pifa, had long been trained in the fecret policy of 
Borne : he brought a fleet of his countrymen to 
the fuccotir of the Holy Land, and was inflalled, 
without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
head of the church. The new patriarch im- 
mediately grafped the fceptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the viclorious 
pilgrims ; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fub- 
mitted to receive at his hands the invelliture of 

Renaudot, Hill. Patriarch. Alex. p. 479. 

See the claims of the Patriarch Dalmbert, in William of Tyre 
p. ix. c. 15 — 18. X. 4- 7- 9-)» ■W'ho aflerts with marvellous candour the 
independence of the conquerors and kings of Jerulalem. 

their 
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their feudal poffeliions. Nor was this fufficient ; c H A P. 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property of 
Jerufalem and Jaffa: inftead of a firm and ge- 
nerous refufal, the hero negociated with the 
priefl 5 a quarter of either city was ceded to the 
church j and the modeft Bifliop was fatisfied with 
an eventual reverfion of the reft, on the death 
of Godfrey without children, or on the future 
acquifition of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus. 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would The king- 
have almofl been ftripped of his infant kingdom, 
which confifted only of Jerufalem and Jaffa, with a.d. 3099 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent 
country Within this narrow verge, the Maho- 
metans were flill lodged in fome impregnable 
caflles ; and the hufbandman, the trader, and the 
pilgrims, were expofed to daily and .domeflic hof- 
tility. By the arms of Godfrey himfelf, and of 
the two Baldwins, his , brother and coufin, who 
fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more eafe and fafety j and at length they equal- 
led, in the extent of their dominions, though not 
in the millions of their fubjedls, the ancient 
princes of Judah and Ifrael After, the reduc- 

i’"* Willlelm. Tyr. 1 . x. 19. The Hiftoria Hierofolymltana of Jaco- 
bus a Vitriaco. ( 1 . i. c. ai — 50.), and the Secreta Fldelium Crucis of 
Marinus Sanutus ( 1 . ili. p. i.), defcribe the ftate and conquefts of the 
Latin kingdom of Jerufalem. 

An adlual mufter, not including the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, 
gave David an army of 1,3003000, or 1,574,000 fighting men ; which, 
with the addition of women, children, and flaves, may imply a popu- 
lation of thirteen millions, in a country fixty leagues in length, and 
thirty broad. The honeft and rational Le Clerc (Comment on ad 
Samuel xxiv, and ift Chronicles xxi.) seftuat angutto in limite, and 
mutters his fulpicion of a falfe tranfcript ; a dangerous fufpicion 1 

tion 
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C FI A P. tioii of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripolij 
LViii. Tj^'e, and Afealon which were powertiilly 
^ afliited by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa,. 
and even of Flanders and Norway '^'‘5 the range 
of fea-coail from Seanderoon to the borders of 
Egypt was pofleffed by the Chridian piignms. If 
the Princeof Antioch difclaimed his fiipremacy, 
the Counts of Edeffa and Tripoli owned them- 
felves the vaffals of the King of Jernfalem : the 
Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates ; and the 
four cities of Hems, Hamah, Daraafcus, and 
Aleppo, were the only relidts of the Mahometan 
compiefls in Syria The laws and language, 
the manners and titles, of the French nation and 
Latin church, were introduced into thefe tranf- 
marine colonies. According to the feudal jiirif- 
prudence, the principal flates and fubordinate 
baronies defcended in the line of male and female 
fiicceflion : but the children of the flrfc con- 
querors, 

Thefe fieges are related, each in its proper place, in the great 
hiftory of William of Tyre, from the ixth to the xviiith book, and 
more briefly told by Bernardus Thefaurarius (de Acquifitione Terras 
Sandlse, c.89 — 98. p. 73^—740.)- Some domeftic fa^la are celebrated 
in the Chronicles of Pifa, Genoa, and Venice, in the vith, ixth, and xlith 
tomes of Muratori. 

Quidam populus de infulis occldentis egreffus, et maxime de ea 
parte qute Norvegia dicitur. William of Tyre (I xi. c. 14. p. S04.) 
marks their courfe per Britannicum mare et Calpen to the liege of 
Sidon. 

Benelathir, apud de Guignes, HiH. des Huns, tom. ii. part ii. 
p. 150, 151. A. D. 11x7. He muft fpeak of the inland country. 

Sanut veij fenfibiy defcaiits on the mifehiefs of female fucceffiori, 
in a land, hoftibus dreumdata, ubi cunda virilia et virtuofa elTe debe- 
rent. Yet, at the fummoHs, and with the approbation, of her feudal 

lord, 


GF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

qucrors’-% a motley and degenerate race, were c h a p. 
(lidblveci by the luxury of the climate; the arrival 
of new cndlulers from Eg'ypt was a doubtful 
hope and a cafual event. The fervice of the 
feudal tenures was performed by fix hundred 
and lixty-Iix knights, who might expedfc the aid 
of two hundred more under the banner of the 
Count of Tripoli ; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four fqiiires or archers on borfe- 
back ''h -Five thoufand and feven'ty-five.y^^’6m/;% 
mod probably foot-foldiers, were fupplied by the 
churches and cities ; and the wdiole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thoii- 
land men, a (lender defence againd the furround- 
ing myriads of Saracens and Turks '"h But the 
firmed bulwark of Jerufalem was founded on the 


lord, a noble damfel was obliged to choofe a hufband and champion 
(Affiles de Jerufalem, c. 242, &c.). See in M. de Guignes (tom. i. 
p. 441 — 471.) the accurate and ufeful tables of thefe dynaliies, whi«!h 
are chiefly drawn from the Lignagss cTOutremer^ 

They were called by derifion Poullahis, Pullani, and their 
name is never pronounced without contempt (Du Gange, Gloffi Latin, 
tom. V. p. 535. 5 and Obiefvatiojis fur Joinvillei p. S4, 85. j Jacob, 
a Vitriaco, Hlft. Hierofol. 1 . i. L 67. 72.; and Sanut, h iii. p. vlii. c. a. 
p. 1 8 a.). Illullrium vironim qui ad Terrse Sanilac .... liberationem 
in ipfa manferunt degeneres lilii .... in deliciis enutritl, inolles et 
eficeminati, Ac. 

This autlientic detail is extrailed from tlie Affifes de Jerufalem 
(c. 3^4. 3^6 —331.). Sanut ( 1 . iii. p. viii. c. i. p. 174.) reckons only 
518 knights, and 5775 followers. 

The fum total, and the divifion, afeertain the fervice of the 
three great baronies at 100 knights each; and the text of the Affifefe, 
which extends the number to 500, can only be juftified by this 
fuppofition. 

Yet on great emergencies (fays Sanut) the barons brought a vch 
luntary aid ; decentem edmitivam inilitum juxta Latum fuum. 

knights 
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c H A F. kniglits of the hofpital of St. John and of 
‘ temple of Solomon ; on the ftrange affo- 

ciation of a moiiaftic and military life, which 
fanaticifm might fuggeft, but which policy muft 
approve. The flower of the nobility of Europe 
afpired to wear the crofs, and to profefs the vows, 
of tliele refpedtable orders ; their fpirit and difci- 
pline were immortal j and the Ipeedy donation of 
twenty-eigbt thoufand farms, or manors ’-’'^3 en- 
abled them to fiipport a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Palefline. The 
aufterity of the convent foon evaporated in the 
exercife of arras : the world was fcandalized by 
the pride, avarice, and corruption of thefe Chrif- 
tian foldiersj their claims of immunity andjurif- 
didlion difturbed the harmony of the church and 
Hate ; and the public peace was endangered by 
their jealous emulation. But in their moll dif- 
folute period, the knights of the hofpital and 

William of Tyre (I. xviil. c. 3, 4, 5.) relates the igijoble origin, 
and early infolence, of the Hofpitalers, who foon deferted their hum- 
ble patron, St. John the Eleemofynary, for the more augiift charadler 
of St. John the Baptift (fee the inelFedlual ftruggles of Pagi, Critica, 
A.D. 1029. N 14 — 18.). They affumed the profefiion of arms 
about the year II ao ; the Hofpital was ,• the Temple, /i/ia ,■ 
the Teutonic order was founded A.D. 1190, at the liege of Acre 
(Mollieim, Inftitut. p. 389, 390.). 

See St. Bernard de Laude Nov® Militise Templi, cornpofed A.D. 
113a— -1136, in Opp. toin.i. p. ii. p.547— 563. edit. Mabilloii, Venet. 
1750. Such an encomium, which is thrown away on the dead Tem- 
plars, would be highly valued by the hiftorians of Malta. 

Matthew Paris, Hill. Major, p. 544. He affigns to the Hofpi- 
talers 19,000, to the Templars 9,000 ^naneria^ a word of much higher 
import (as Du Cange has rightly obferved) in the Englifli than in the 
French idiom. iWhKor is a lordfliip, a dwelling. 

temple 
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temple maintained their fearlefs and fanatic cha- chap. 
ra6ter : they negle6ted to live, hut they were , , 

prepared to die, in the fervice of Chrift ; and the 
fpirit of chivalry, the parent and ofuspring of the 
crufades, has been tranljplanted by this infti- 
tiition from the holy fepulchre to the ifle of 
Malta 

The fpirit of freedom, which pervades the Affifeof 
feudal inftitutions, was felt in itsilrongell energy 
by the volunteers of the crofs, who eledled for —1369. 
their chief the moll deferving of his peers. 

Amidft the Haves of Afia, unconfcious of the 
lelTon or example, a model of political liberty 
was introduced : and the laws of the French 
kingdom are derived from the purell fource of 
equality and julHce. Of fuch laws, the firll and 
indifpenfable condition is the alfent of thofe, 
whofe obedience they require, and for whofe 
benefit they are defigned. No fooner had God- 
frey of Bouillon accepted the office of fupreme 
magillrate, than he folicited the public and pri- 
vate advice of the Latin pilgrims, who were the 
bell lldlled in the llatutes and culloms of Europe. 

From thefe materials, with the counfel and ap- 
probation of the patriarch and barons, of the 
clergy and laity, Godfrey compofed the Assise 
OF JekusAlem '3% a precious monument of feudal 

juiif- 

In the three firft books of the Hiftoire des Chevaliers de Malthe, 
par l’Abb§ de Vertot, the reader may amufe himfelf with a fair, and 
ibmetiraes flattering, pitSIure of the order, while it was employed for 
the defence of Paieftine. The fubfequent books purfue their emigra- 
tions to Rhodes and Malta. 

The AfBfes de Jerufalem, in old Law-French, were printed with 

Beau- 
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c H A p. junfpriidence. The new code, attefted by tlie 
‘ , feals of tbe King, the patriarch, and the vifcount 

of Jerufalem, was depofted in the holy fepul dire, 
enriched with the improvements of fiicceeding 
times, and refped:fully confulted as often as any 
doubtful queftion arofe in the tribunals of Pa- 
lelline. With the kingdom and city, all was 
loft the fragments of the written law were 
preferved by jealous tradition and variable 
pradice till the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury: the code was reftored by the pen of John 
d’lbelin. Count of Jalfa, one of the principal 
feudatories j and the final revifion was accom- 
pliftied in the year thirteen hundred and fixty- 


Beaumanoir’s Coutumes de Beauvoifis (Bourges and Paris, 1690, in 
folio), and illuftrated by Galpard Thaumus de la Tbaumaffiere, with 
a CQmment and glollary. An Italian verfion bad been pnblifhed iri 
1535, at Vepice, for the qfe of tlie kingdom of Cyprus. 

A la terre perdue, tout fut perdu, is the vigorous expreffion of the 
Affife (c. 381.). Yet Jerufalem capitulated with Saladin; the Queen 
and the principal Chriftians departed In peace ; and a code fo precious 
and fo portable could not provoke the avai-ice of the conquerors. I 
have fometimes fufpedted the exigence of this original copy of the 
Holy Sepulcljre, jwNch might be invented to hpuilify and au(;jieiiticate 
the traditionary cuftoras of pie French in Paleftine. 

A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarie, denied the prayer of King 
Amaurl (A. D. -1195 — 1205), that he would commit his knowledge 
to writing ; apd frapfcly-deGlared, ,que de ce qu’il favoit ne £eroit-iI ja 
nul boijois fon pareill, ne null fage homme leftre (c. 281.). 

The compiler of this work, Jean d’lbelin, was Count of Jaffa 
and Alcalon, Lord of Baruth (Berltus) and Raraes, and. died A. D. 1266 
(Sanut, l.iii. p.ii. c.,5. 8.}. TheFaigily of Ibelin, which defcended 
from a younger brotlier of a Count of Chartres in I'ranccj.long flou- 
rilhed in Paleftine. and Cyprus ’(fee the .Lignages .de de 9a Mer, or 
D’Otitremer, c. ,6. at. the. end of .the Affjfes de Jerufalem, an original 
book, which records the pedigrees of the French adventurers). 

16 
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nine, for tlie life of the Latin kingdom of c H A P. 
Cyprus 

The juftice and freedom of the conftitution court of 
were maintained by two tribunals of unequal 
dignity, which were inftituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The 
King, in perfon, prelided in the upper-court, the 
court of the barons. Of thefe the four mod 
confpicuous were the’ Prince of Galilee, the Lord 
of Sidon and Oaefayea, and the ’ Counts of Jaffa 
and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the condable and 
marfliaP^’, were in a fpecial manner the com- 
peers and judges of each other. But all the no- 
bles, who held their lands immediately of the 
crown, were entitled and bound to attend the 
King’s court, and each baron exercifed a fimilar 
jiiriftlidlion in the fubordinate affemblies of his 
own feudatories. The connexion of lord and 
vaffal was honourable and voluntary ; reverence 
was due to the benefa6lor, prGte6tion to the de- 
pendent ; but they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other ; and the obligation on either fide 
might be fufpended by negledt or diffolved by 
injury. Thecognifanceofmarriagesandtefta- 
ments was blended with religion, and ufurped by 
the clergy ; but the civil and criminal caufes of 
the nobles, the inheritance and tenure of their 

ijfi By fixteen comniifEoners chofen in the ftates of the iiland : the 
work was finiflied the 3d of November 1369, fealed with four feals, 
and depofited in the cathedral -of Nicofia (fee tlie preface to the 
Affifes). 

The cautious John d’lbelin argues, father than affirms, that 
Ti'ipoly is the fourth barony, and exprelles fome doubt concernipg 
the right or pretenfion of the cohftable arid maHhal (c. 323.*). 

hefs, 
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fiefs, formed the proper occupation of the 
preme court* Each member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights. It 
was his dut}^ to affert with his tongue and fwOrd 
the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an luijuft 
fuperior prefumed to violate the freedom or 
property of a valTal, the confederate peers flood 
forth to maintain his quarrel by word and deed. 
They boldly affirmed his innocence and his 
wrongs; demanded the reflitution of his liberty 
or his lands ; fufpended, after a fruitlefs demand, 
their own fervice ; refcued their brother from 
prifon ; and employed every weapon in his de- 
fence, without offering diredl violence to the 
perfon of their lord, wdiich was ever facred in 
their eyes*^®. In their pleadings, replies, and 
rejoinders, the advocates of the court were fub- 
tile and copious ; but the ufe of argument and 
evidence was often fuperfeded by judicial com- 
bat ; and the Affife of Jerufalem admits in many 
cafes this barbarous inflitution, which has been 
flowly aboliflied by the laws and manners of 
Europe. 

, The trial by battle w^as eflablifhed in all cri- 
minal cafes, which affedled the life, or limb, or 
honour, of any perfon; and in all civil tranf- 
adlions, of or above the value of one mark of 

Entre feignor et homme ne n’a que la foi ; .... mais tant que 
fliomme doit a fon feignor reverence en toutes chofes (c. ao6.}. Tous 
les liommes dudit royaume font par la dite Affife tenus les uns as 
autres . . . . et en celle maniere que le feignor mette main ou face 
mettre au cors ou au fie d’aucun d’yaus Ians efgard et fans connolflance 
de court, qiie tous les autres doiventyenir devarit le feignor, &c. (aia.). 
The form of their reraonftrances is conceived with the noble fimpli- 
®ity of freedom. 

filver. 
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filver. It appears, that in criminal cafes the c H A P. 
combat was the privilege of the accufer, who, i 

except in a charge of treafon, avenged his per- 
fonal injury, or the death of thofe perfons whom 
he had a right to reprefent j but wherever, from 
the nature of the charge, teftimony could be 
obtained, it was meceffary for him to produce 
witneffes of the fa6l. In civil cafes, the combat 
was not allowed as the means of eftablifliing the 
claim of the demandant; but he was obliged to 
produce witneffes who had, dr aifumed to have, 
knowledge of the fadt. The combat was then the 
privilege of the defendant ; becaufe he charged 
the witnefs with an attempt by perjury to take 
away his right. He came therefore to be in the ' 
fame lltuation as the appellant in criminal cafes. 

It was not then as a mode of proof that the 
combat was received, nor as making negative 
evidence (according to the fuppofition of Mon- 
tefquieu’^®); but in every cafe the right to offer 
battle was founded on the right to purfue by 
arras the redrefs of an injury; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the fame principle, and 
with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 
pious were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimed or pafl the age of fixty. The con- 
fequence of defeat was death to the perfon ac- 
eufed, or to the champion or witnefs, as well as 
to the accufer himfelf; but in civil cafes, the 

'’5 See I’Efprlt des Loix, 1, xxviii. In the forty years fmce Its 
publication, no work has been more read and criticifed; and the 
fplrk of enquiry which it has excited, is not the leaft of our obliga- 
tions to the author. 

VOL. XI. 
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demandant 
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€ H AP. deinandaiit was puniflied with infamy and the 
^ofs of his fliit, while his witnefs and champion 
fiiffered an ignominious deathi In many cafes it 
was in the option of the judge to award or to 
refufe the combat: but two are Ipecified, in 
which it was the inevitable refult of the chal- 
lenge 5 if a faithful vaffal gave the lie to his 
compeer, who unjuftly claimed any portion 
of their lord’s demefnes; or if an unfuccefsful 
fuitor prefunied to impeach the judgment and 
veracity of the court. He might impeach them, 
but the terms were fevere and perilous: in the 
fame day he fucceffively fought n// the members of 
the tribunal, even thofe who had been abfent : a 
fingle defeat was followed by death and infamy; 
and were none could hope for vidtory, it is highly 
probable that none would adventure the trial. 
In the Affife of Jeriifilem, the legal fubtlety of 
the Count of Jaffa is more laudably employed to 
elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat, 
which he derives from a principle of honour 
rather than of fuperflition 

«ourt of Among the caufes which enfranchifed the ple» 

jburgeiTes. beians from the yoke of feudal tyranny, the infti- 
tution of cities and corporations is one of the 
rnofb powerful ; and if thofe of Paleftine are co- 
eval with the foil crufade, they may be ranked 
with the mod ancient of the Latin world. Many 

‘"f-® For the intelligence of this obfcure and obfolete jui’ifprudence 
(c. 80—111.), I am deeply indepted to the friehdlhlp of a learned 
lord, who, with an accurate and difcerning eye, has furveyed the 
philofophic hilioiy of law. By his ftudies, pofterity might be en- 
ridifid : the merit of the orator and the judge can be felt orAy by his 
contemporaries, . 
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of the pilgrims had efcaped from their lords chap. 
under the banner of the cx’ofs j and it was the , , 

policy of the Frepch princes to tempt their flay 
by the affurance of the rights and privileges of 
freemen. It is exprefsly declared in the Afiife 
of Jeriifalem, that after inftituting, for his knights 
and barons, the court of Peers, in which he pre- 
sided liimfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon eflabliflied.a 
fecond tribunal, in which his perfon was repre- 
fented by his vifcount. The Jurifdi<Slion of this 
inferior court extended over the burgeffes of the 
kingdom ; and it was compofed of a fele^ num- 
ber of the mofl difcreet and worthy citizens, who 
were fworii to judge, according to the laws, of 
the a6lions and fortunes of their equals In 
the conquefl and fettlement of new cities, the 
example of Jerufalem wasimitated by the kings 
and their great vaflals ; and above thirty fiinilar 
corporations were founded before the lofs of the 
Holy Land. Another ciafs of fuhje<^s, tlie Sy- Syrians, 
rians'-^^, or Oriental Chriftians,- were oppreffed 
by the zeal of the clergy, and protedled by the 
toleration of the Hate. Godfrey liflened to their 
reafonable prayer, that they might be judged by 
their own national laws. A third court was in- 
ftituted for their ufe, of limited and domeftic 

Louis le Gros, who is cpnfidered as the father of this inftitution 
in France, did not begin his reign till nine years (A. D. iio8) after 
Godfrey of Bouillon (Affifes, c. 2. 324.). For its origin and effects, 
fee the judicious remarks of Dr. Robertfon (Hilicry of Charles V. 

V0I.I. p. 30—36. 251 — a6j. quarto edition)- 

*+' Every reader converfant with the hiftorlans of the crufades, will 
underhand by the peuble des Suriens, the Oriental Chriftians, Mel- 
chites, Jacobites, or Neftorians, who had all adopted the ufe of the 
Arabic language (vol. iv. p. j 93.). 

. H s .. A jnrtf 
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c II A P. jui'ifdi^ion : the fworn members were Syrians^ 

, in blood, language, and religion ; but the office 
of the prefident (in Arabic, of the rats') was fome- 
Villains times exercifed by the vifcount of the city. At 
and fiaves. imixieafurable diftance below the nobles, the 
bitrgelfes, and t\\& Jlrangers, the Affife of Jerufa- 
lem condefcends to mention the'!y^7/<2ms and Jlatses, 
the peafants of the land and the captives of war, 
who were ahn’ofl equally confidered as the objects 
of property. The x-elief or protedlion of thefe 
unhappy men was not efteemed worthy of the 
care of the legiflator; but he diligently provides 
for the recovery, though not indeed for the 
punilliment, of the fugitives. Like hounds, or 
hawks, who had ftrayed from the lawful owner, 
they might be loft and. claimed : .the have and 
falcon were of the fame value; but three tlaves, 
or twelve oxen, were accumulated to equal the 
price of the war-horfe ; and a fum of three hun- 
dred pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of 
chivalry, as the equivalent of the more noble 
animal 

See tte Affifes de Jerufalem (310, 311,31a.). Thefe lawe 
wereenadledas late as the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus. In 
the fame century, in the reign of Edward I. I underhand, from 
a late publication (of his Book of Account) that the price of a war-horfe 
was not lefs exorbitant in England. 
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CHAP. LIX. 

Prejermtion of the Greek Empire, — Numhers, 

Paffage, and Event, of the Second and Third 
Crufades. — St, Bernard, < — Reign of Saladin 
in Egypt and Syria. ~ His Conque/i of Jeru« 

falem Naval Crufades. — Richard the Firft 

of England. — Pope Innocent the Third ; and 
the Fourth and Fifth Crufades. — The Em- 
peror Frederic the Second. — Louis the Ninth 
of France ; and the two laf Crufades. • — Ex- 
pulfon of the Latins or Franks hy the Ma- 
malukes. 

IN a %le lefs grave than that of hiftory, I chap. 

fliould perhaps compare the Emperor Alexius* , > 

to the jackall, who is faid to follow the fteps, Succefsof 
and to devour the leavings, of the lion. What- 
ever had been his fears and toils in the paffage 1097—* 
of the firft crufade, they were amply recom- 
penfed by the fubfequent benefits, which he 
derived from the exploits of the Franks. His 
dexterity and vigilance fecured their firft con- 
queft of Nice ; and from this threatening ftation 
the Turks were compelled to evacuate the neigh- 
bourhood of Conftaiitinople. While the crii- 

' Ann,a Comnena relates her father’s conquefts in Afia Minor, 

Alexiad, l.xi. p. — 3*5. l. xiv. p. 419.,; his Cilician war againft 
Tancred and Bohemond, p. 338^ — 34a. ; the war o£ Epirus, with 
tedious prolixity, 1 . xii. xiii. p. 345-^406. 5 the death of Bohemond, 
hxiv. p.4i9. ' 
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faderSj with blind valour, advanced into the 
midland countries of Alia, the crafty Greek im- 
proved the favoip'able occafion when the emirs 
of the fea-coafl were recalled to the ftandard of 
the fultan. The Turks were driven from the 
ifles of Rhodes and Chios : the cities of Ephefiis 
and Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and Lao- 
dicea, were reflored to the empire, which Alexius 
enlarged from the Hellefpont to the banks of the 
Mseander, and the rocky fhores of Pamphylia. 
The churches refumed their fplendour j the 
towns were rebuilt and fortified ; and the de- 
fert country was peopled with colonies of Chrif- 
tians, who were gently removed from'the more 
didant and dangerous frontier. In thefe pater- 
nal cares, we may forgive Alexius, if he forgot 
the deliverance of the holy fepulclirej but, by 
the Latins, he was fiigniatized with the foul re- 
proach of treafon and defertion. They had 
fworn fidelity and obedience to his throne ; but 
he had promifed to affift their enterprife in per- 
fon, or, at lead, with his troops and treafures : 
his bafe retreat diffolved their obligations ; and 
the fword, which had been the inftrument of 
their victory, was, the pledge and title of their 
juft independence. It does not appear that the 
Emperor, attempted to revive his obfolete claims 
over the kingdom of Jemfalerahj but the. bor- 

“ The kings of Jerufalem fuhinitted however to a nominal depen- 
deuce, and in the dates of their mfcriptions (one is ftill legible in 
the church of Bethlera), they refpedUuIly placed before their own, the 
name of the reigning Emperor (Ducange, Diflertations fur Joinville, 
,xsvii, p.3i9.> “ 
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ders of Cilicia and Syria were more recent in chap. 
his poffeffio'n;, and more acceffible to his arms. ux. 
The great army of the crufaders was annihilated 
or difperfed j the priheipality of Antioch was 
left without a head, by the furprife and capti- 
vity of Bohemond: his ranfom had oppreffed 
him with a heavy debt; and his Norman fol- 
lowers were infufficient to repel the hoftilities 
of the Greelis and Turks. In this diftrefs, 
B.ohemond embraced a magnanimous refolution, 
of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinf- 
man, the faithful Tancred; of arming the Well 
againll the Byzantine empire, and of executing 
the delign which he inherited from the leffons 
and example of his father Guifcard. His em- 
barkation was clandeftine; and if we may credit 
a tale of the Princefs Anne, he palTed the hollile 
fea, clofely fecreted in a coffin h But his recep- 
,tion in France was dignified by the public 
applaufe, and his marriage with the King’s 
daughter; his return was glorious, fince the 
bravell fpirits of the age enlilled under his ve- 
teran command; and he repaired the Adriatic 
at the head of five thoufand horfe and forty 
thoiifand foot, afiembled from the moll remote 
climates of Europe'^. The ftrength of Durazzo, 


^ Anna Comnena adds, that to complete the imitation, he was fhut 
up with a dead cock; and eondefcends to wonder how the Barbarian 
could endure the confinement and putrefadlion. This abfurd tale is 
unknown to the Latins. • : 

Atto in the Byzantine Geography, muft mean England j 

yet we are more crediblyinformed, that our Henry J. would not ftifier 
him to levy any troops in his kingdom (Ducange, Not. ad Alexiad. 

ua /. mid / 
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and prudence of Alexius, the progrefs of famine, 
and approach of winter, eluded his ambitious 
hopes ; and the venal confederates were feduced 
from his ftandard. A treaty of peace ^ fufpended 
the fears of the Greeks ; and they were finally 
delivered by the death of an adverfary, whom ^ 

neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could ap- 
pal, nor proijjerity could fatiate. His children 
fucceeded to the principality of Antioch y but 
the boundaries w'^ere fi:ri6lly defined, the homage 
was clearly flipulated, and the cities of Tarfus 
and Malmiflra were rellored to the Byzantine 
emperors. Of the coaft of Anatolia, they pof- 
fefied the entire circuit from Trebizond to the 
Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynafty of Roum * 
was feparated on all fides from the fea and their I 

Mufulman brethren ; the power of the fiiltans 
was fliaken by the victories, and even the de- 
feats, of the Franks ; and after the lols of Nice, 
they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconium, i; 

an obfciire and inland town above three hundred 1 

miles from Conllantinople h Inftead of trem- 

. ^ THe copy of the treaty (Alexiad, I. xiii. p. 406 — -416.) is an 
original and curious piece, which would require, and might afford} a t 

good map of the principality of Antioch. j 

, See ill the learned work of M. de_.Guignes (tom. ii. part, ii.), the 
hiftory of the Seljukians of Iconium, Aleppo, and Damafcus, as far as 
it may be colledled from the Greeks, Latins, and Araliians. The laft 
are ignorant or regardlefs of the aifairs of Koitm. 

’ Iconium is mentioned as a flation by Xenophon, and by Strabo, 

with the ambiguous title of KwjuoTroXu- (Cellarius, tom. ii. p. 121.). Yet 

St. Paul found in that place a multitude (■nrAnSoc) of Jews and Gentiles. 

Under the corrupt name oi Kunijah, it is defcribed as a great city, with 
a river and gardens, three leagues from the mountains, and decorated 
(I know Hot why) with Plato’s tomb (Abulfeda, tabul. xvil. p. 30.?. 
verf. Reilke j and the Index Geographicus of Schultens from Ibn Said). 

biing 
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bling for their capital, the Comnenian princes C H AP, 
waged an offenfive war againft the Turks, and . . 

the hrft crufade prevented the fall of the de- 
clining empire. 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations Expedi- 
marched by land from the Weft to the relief of {and^^the 
Paleftine. The foldiers and pilgrims of Lorn- firftcni- 
hardy, France, and Germany, were excited by 
the example and fuccefs of the iirft crufade®. noij .the 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of co2iir 
holy fepulchre, the Emperor, and the French and Louis* 
King, Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh, 
undertook the fecond crufade to fupport the fall- thirl’ of 
ing fortunes of the Latins'’. A grand divifion Erederici, 
of the third crufade was led by the Emperor 
Frederic Barbaroffa*", who lyrapathifed with his 
brothers of France and England in the common 
lofsof Jefufalem. Thefe three expeditions may 
be compared in their refemblance of the greatnefs 
of numbers, their paffage through the Greek 
empire, and the nature and eventof their Turkifii 
warfare, and a brief parallel may fave the repe- 

** For this fupplement to the firft crufade, fee Anna Coranena (Alexias, 

1 . xi. p. 331, Ac. and the viiith book of Albert Aquenfis). 

® For the fecond crufade of Conrad III. and Louis VII. fee William 
of Tyre ( 1 . xvi. c. 18 — 49.), Otho of Frifingen ( 1 . i. c. 34-— 45. 39, 
do.), Matthew Paris (Hift. Major, p. 68.), Struvins (Corpus, Hift. 
Germanicaj, p. 37a, 373*), Scriptores Rerum Francicarum a Duchefne, 
tom.iv . ; Nicetas, in Vit. Manuel, l.i. c.4, 5, 6. p. 41 — 48. ; Cin- 
namus, 1. U. p. 41 — 49. 

For the third crufade of Frederic Barbarofla, fee Nicetas in Ifaac. 

Angel, l.ii. C. 3-— 8.p. 357 — a66. Strav. (Corpus, Hift. Germ. 4x4.), 
and two hiftorians, who probably were fpedators, Tagino (in Scriptor. 

Freher. tom.i. P.-406—- 416. edit. Struv.), and the Anonymus de Fx- 
peditione Afiatica Fred..!. (In Canifii> Atitiq. Ledtion. tom.iii. p.ii. 
p.498 — 5x6. editi Bafnage). ' 
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c H A p. tition (rf a tedious narrative.: However fplendid 
. it may feem , a regular flory of the crufades would 

exhibit the perpetual return of the fame caufcs 
and effedts j and the frequent attempts for the 
defence or recovery of the Holy Land, would 
appear fo many faint and unfuccefsful copies of 
the original. 

TheirAum- Of the Iwarms that fo clofely trod in the 
ters* footlieps of the firft pilgrims, the chiefs were 
equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adven- 
turers. At their head were difplayed the banners 
of the Dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aquh 
tain ; the frft a defcendant of Hugh Caput, the 
fecond a father of the Brunfwick line : the Arch- 
bifhop of Milan, a temporal prince, tranfportecl 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treafures and 
ornaments of his church and palace j and the 
veteran crufaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen 
of Chartres, returned to confummate their un- 
finifhed vow. The huge and diforderly bodies of 
their followers moved forward in two columns ; 
and if the firft confided of two hundred and fixty 
thoufand perfons, the fecond might poffibly 
amount to fixty thoufand horfe, and one hundred 
thoufand foot The armies of the fecond cru- 
fade might have claimed the conqueft of Afia * 
the noblesof France and Germany were animated 
by the prefence of their fovereigns 5 and both the 

” Anne, who ftates thefe later fwarms at 40,000 horfe, and 100,000 
foot, calls them Normans, and places at their head two brothers of 
Handers. The Greeks were ftrangely ignorant of the names, families, 
and poflelHons of the Latin princes. 


rank 
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rank and perfonal chara^ers of" Conrad and chap. 
Louis, gave a dignity to their caufe, and a dif- , 

eipline to their force, whiGh might be vainly ex- " 
pe6led from the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry 
of the Emperor and that of the King, was each 
compofed of feventy thoufaiid knights, and their ■> 
immediate attendants in the held ; and if the 
light-armed troops, the peafant infantry, the 
women and children, the priells and monks, 
b,e rigoroufly excluded, the full account will 
fcarcely be fatisfied with four hundred thoufand 
fouls.. The Weft, from E-ome to Britain, was 
called into adbion ; the Kings of Poland and 
Bohemia obeyed the rummons of Conrad ; and 
it is affirmed by the Greeks and Latins, that in 
the palfage of a flreight or river, the Byzantine , 
agents, aften a tale of nine hundred thoufand, 
defifled from the endlefs and formidable com- 
putation "k In the third crufade, as the French 
and Englifh preferred the navigation of the 
Mediterranean, the holt of Frederic Barbaroffa 
was lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand knights, 
and as many fquires, were the flower of the 
German chivalry : fixty thoufand horfe, and one 
hundred thoufand foot, were mufl:ered by the 

William of Tyre, and Matthew Paris, reckoi? 70,000 loricati in 
each of the armies. 

The imperfeft enumeration is mentioned by Cinnamus (svjismwTa 
and confirmed by Odo de Diogilo apud Ducange ad Cinna- 
imim, with the more precife fum of 900,556. Why rauft therefore 
the verlion and comment fuppofe the modeft and infufficient reckoning 
of 90,000 ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo (Pantheon, p.xix. in Mura- 
tori, torn. vii. p. 46 a.) exclaim ? 

— Numerum fi pofcere quseras. 

Millia millena mUites agmea erat. 

Emperor 
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c H A E Emperor in the plains of Hungary j and after 
. . fiich repetitions, we Ihall no longer be flartled at 

the fix hundred thoufand pilgrims, which credu- 
lity has afcribed to this laft emigration Such 
extravagant reckonings prove only the aflonifti- 
ment of contemporaries ; but their aftonilhment 
mod; flrongly bears teftimony to the exiftence of 
an enormous though indefinite multitude. The 
Greeks might applaud their fuperior knowledge 
of the arts and ftratagems of war, but they con- 
feffed the ftrength and courage of the French 
cavalry and the infantry of the Germans j and 
the ftrangers are defcribed as an iron race, of 
gigantic flature, who darted fire from their eyes, 
and fpit blood like water on the ground. Under 
the banners of Conrad, a troop of females rode 
in the attitude and armour of men j and the 
chief of thefe Amazons, from their gilt fpurs 
and bulkins, obtained the epithet of the Golden- 
footed Dame. 

Fa%e II. The numbers and chara6ler of the ftrangers 
throreek objedt of terror to the effeminate Greeks, 

empire, and the fentiment of fear is nearly allied to that of 
hatred. This averfion was fufpended or foftened 

This extravagant account is given by Albert of Stade (apud Stru- 
vlum, p. 414.) 5 my calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of Viterbo, 
Arnold of Lubeck, apud eundem, and Bernard Thefaur. (c. 169. 
p. 804*). The original writers are filent. The Mahometans gave 
him 300 , 000 , or 360,000, men (Eohadin, in Vit. Saiadin, p. no.). 

I muft obferve, that in the fecond and third crufades, the fubjedls of 
Conrad and Frederic are ftyled by the Greeks and Orientals Alamaimt. 
The Lechi and Tzechi of Cinnamus, are the Poles and Bohemians j 
and it is for the French, Uiat he referves the ancient appellation of 
Germans. He likewife names the BpfiTot, or Bpnami. 

3 by 
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by the apprehenfion of the Turkiih power j and C H A P. 
the inve6lives of the Latins will not bias our . , 

more candid belief, that the Emperor Alexius 
diffembled their infolence, eluded their hof- 
tilities, counfelled their ralhnefs, and opened to 
their ardour the road of pilgrimage and conqueft. 

Eut when the Turks had been driven from Nice 
and the fea-coaft, when the Byzantine princes 
no longeji' dreaded the diftant fultans of Cogni, 
they felt with purer indignation the free and 
frequent paffage of the Weftern Barbarians, who 
violated the majefty, and endangered the fafety, 
of the empire. The fecond and third crufades 
were undertaken under the reign of Manuel 
Comnenus and Ifaac Angelus. Of the former, 
the paffions were always impetuous, and often 
malevolent j and the natural union of a cowardly 
and a mifchievous temper was exemplified in the 
latter, who, without merit or mercy, could 
punifli a tyrant, and occupy his throne. It was 
fecretly, and perhaps tacitly, I’efolved by the 
prince and people to deftroy, or at leall to dif- 
coiirage the pilgrims, by every fpecies of injury 
and oppreffion ; and their want of prudence and 
difcipline continually afforded the pretence or 
the opportunity. The Weftern monarchs had 
ilipulated a fafe palfage and fair market in the 
country of their Chrifiian brethren ; the treaty 
had been ratified by oaths and hoftages j and the 
pooreft foldier of Frederic’s army was furniflied 
with three marks of filver to defray his expences 
pn the road. But every engagement was vio- 
lated by tveachery and injuftice j and the com- 
plaints 
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jjlaints of the Latins are atteiled by the lioneft 
confeffion of a Greek hiftorian, who has dared 
to prefer truth to his country"®. Inftead of an 
hofpitahle reception, the gates of the cities, both 
in Europe and Afia, were clofely barred againft 
the crufaders; and the fcanty pittance of food 
was let down in baflcets from, the walls. Expe- 
rience or forefight might excufe this timid jea- 
loiify j but the common duties of humanity pro- 
hibited the mixture of chalk, or other poifonous 
ingredients, in the bread ; and Ihould Manuel 
be acquitted of any foul connivance, he is guilty 
of coining bafe money for the purpofe of trading 
with the pilgrims. In every fiep of their march 
they were flopped or milled: the governors had 
private orders to fortify the pafies and break 
down tlie bridges againft them : the firagglers 
were pillaged and murdered ; the foidiers and 
horfes were pierced in the woods by arrows from 
an invifible hand ; the fick were burnt in their 
beds ; and the dead bodies were hung on gibbets 
along the highways. Thefe injuries exafperated 
the champions of the crofs, who were not en- 
dowed with evangelical patience ; and the By- 
zantine princes, who had provoked the unequal 
confiidl, promoted the embarkation and march 
of thefe formidable guefis. On the verge of the 
Turkifli frontier Barbaroffa fpared the guilty 
Philadelphia rewarded the hofpitable Lao- 

dicea, 

Nicetas was a child at the fecond crufade, but in the third he com- 
manded againft the -Franks the important poft of Piiilippopolis. Cin- 
jKunus is infe(5led with ndtional prejudice and pride. 

Tlie condudt of the Philadelphians is blamed by Nicetas, while 

■ the 
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dicea, aod deplored the hard neceffity that had c 
Rained his fword with any drops ofChriflian Wood. 

In their intercourfe with the monarchs of Ger- 
many and France, the pride of the Greeks was 
expofed to an anxious trial. They might boafl 
that on the hr ft interview the feat of Louis was 
a low ftool, befide the throne of Manuel'®; but 
no fooner had the French King tranfported his 
army beyond the Bofphorus, than he refuted the 
offer of a feeond conference, iinlefs his brother 
would meet him on equal terms, either on the 
fea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the ce- 
remonial was ftill nicer and more difficult ; like 
the fucceffors of Conftantine, they Riled them- 
felves Emperors of the Romans ; and firmly 
maintained the purity of their title and dignity. 
The firft of thefe reprefentatives of Charlemagne 
would only converfe with Manuel on horfeback 
in the open field; the feeond, by palling the 
Ilellefpont rather than the Bofphorus, declined 
the view of ConRantinople and its fovereign. An 
Emperor, who had been crowned at Rome, was 
reduced in the Greek epiftles to the humble 

the anonymous German accufes the rudenefs of his countrymen (cuipji 
noftra). Hiftory would be plealant, if we were embarrafled only by 
Jiicb contradidlions. It is tkewlfe from Nicetas, that we learn the 
pious and humane forrow of Frederic. 

X 9 xiJ.ce.Xri which Cinnamus tranflafes into Latin by the word 
SeXaiov. Ducange w'orks very hard to fave his king and countiy from 
fuch ignominy (fur Joinville, diflertat. xxvii. p. 317 — 320.). Louis 
afterwards infilled on a meeting in mart ex sequo, not ex equo, accord- 
ing to the laughable readings of fome MSS. 

Ego Romanorum imperator fum, ille Romaniorum (Anonym. 
Canif. p.5J2.). The public and hiftorical Ryle of the Greeks wa.s 
Pill . . . f rinceps. Yet Cinnamus owns, that IjUTrsparoo Is fynonyrnous 
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c H A E appellation of Rex, or Prince of the Alemanni | 
and the vain and feeble Angelas affe<Sted to be 
ignorant of the name of one of the greateft men 
and monarclis of the age. While they viewed 
with hatred and fufpicion the Latin pilgrims, 
the Greek Emperors maintained a llri6l, though 
fecret, alliance with the Turks and Saracens. 
Ifaac Angelus complained, that by his friend- 
fliip for the great Saladin he had incurred the 
enmity of the Franks ; and a mofque was found- 
ed at Conftantinople for the public exercife of 
the religion of Mahomet 

TurkHh III. The fwarms that followed the firft cru- 

warfare. fade, werb deftroyed in Anatolia by famine, 
peflilence, and the Turkifli arrows: and the 
princes only efcaped with fome fquadrons of 
horfe to accomplifli their lamentable pilgrim- 
age. A juft opinion may be formed of their 
knowledge and humanity ; of their knowledge 
from the defign of fubduing Perfia and Chorafaii 
in their w'ay to Jerufalem ; of their humanity, 
from the malTacre of the Chriftian people, a 
friendly city, who came out to meet them with 
palms and ci’offes in their hands. The arms of 
Conrad and Louis were lefs cruel and impru- 
dent j but the event of the fecond crufade was 
ftill more ruinous to Ghriftendom ; and the 
Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubjedls of 
giving feafonable intelligence to the fultan, and 
treacherous guides to the Latin princes. In- 

In the Epiftles of Innoceftt III. (xiii. p. i84.)> and the Hlftory of 
Bohadin (p. 129, 130.), fee the views of a pope and a cadhi on this 
/insular toleratioii. 

fteaA 
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ftead of criifliing the common foe, by a double c H A P. 
attack at the fime time but on different fides, , ' 
the Germans were urged by emulation, and the 
French were retarded by jealoufy. • Louis had 
fcarcely paffed the Bofphorus when he was met 
by the returning Emperor, who had loff the 
greateft part of his army in glorious, but im- 
fuccefsfui, adlions on the banks of the Mmandei'. 

The contrail of the pomp of his rival haffened 
the retreat of Conrad : the defertion of his in- 
dependent vaffals reduced him to his hereditary 
troops j and he borrowed fome Greek veffels to 
execute by fea the pilgrimage of Paleftine. 

Without ffudying the leffons of experience, or 
the nature of war, the King of France adk 
vanced through the fame country to a hmilar 
fate. The vanguard, which bore the royal 
banner and the oridamme of St. Denys*', had 
doubled their march with raili and inconfiderate 
fpeed ; and the rear, which the King commanded 
in perfon, no longer found their companions in 
the evening camp. In darknefs and diforder, 
they were encompaffed, affiulted, and over- 
whelmed, by the innumerable holt of Turks, 
wdio in the art of war were fuperior to the 
Chriftians of the twelfth century. Louis, who 
climbed a tree in the general difcomfiture, w^as 
faved by his own valour and the ignorance of 

As counts of Vexln, the kings of France were the vaflals and ad- 
vocates of the monaftery of St.JDenys, The faint’s peculiar banner, 
which they received from the abbot, was of a fquare form, and a. red 
or flaming colour. The oriflamme appeared at the head of the French 
armies from the xiith to the xvith century (Ducange fur Joinville, 

Tiflert. xviii, p. 344 — 3530* 
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liis adverfaries ; and with the dawn of day he 
efcaped alive, but almoft alone, to the'* camp of 
the vangiuird. But inftead of purfuing his ex- 
pedition by land, he was rejoiced to Ihelter 
the relics of his army in the friendly feaport of 
Satalia. From thence he embarked for An- 
tioch ; but fo penurious was the fupply of Greek 
veifels, that they could only afford room for his 
knights and nobles ; and the plebeian crowd of 
infantry was left to perifli at the foot of the 
Pamphylian hills. The Emperor and the King 
embraced and wept at Jerufalem j their martial 
trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were 
joined to the Chrillian powers of Syria, and a 
fruitlefs liege of Damafcus was the final effort 
of the fecond crufade. Conrad and Louis em- 
barked for Europe with the perfonal fame of 
piety and courage ; but the Orientals had 
braved thefe potent monarchs of the Franks, 
■with whofe names and militaiy forces they had 
been fo often threatened Perhaps they had 
Hill more to fear from the veteran genius of 
Frederic the lirft, who in his youth had ferved 
in Alia under his uncle Conrad. Forty cam- 
paigns in Germany and Italy had taught Bar- 
baroffa to command j and his foldiers, even the 
princes of the empire, "were accuftomed under 
his reign to obey. As foon as he loll fight of 
Philadelphia and Laodicea, the lall cities of 
tlie Greek frontier, he plunged into the fait and 

T'lie origifial French hiftofies of the fecond crufade are the Gella 
Lu Jovici VII. publilhed in the Ivth %’^oliime of Duchefne’s Collecaion-. 
"ilie iame volume contains many original letters of the King of Suger# 
Ills miiiiiler, &c. the heft documents of authentic hiftory. 

barren 
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barreti defert, a land (fays tbe hiftorian) of 
horror and tribulation During twenty daySs 
every flep of his fainting and ficldy march was 
hefi'eged by the innumerable herds of Turk- 
mans wliofe numbers and fury feemed after 
each defeat to multiply and inflame. The Em- 
peror continued to flniggle and to fufferj and 
fueh was the meafure of his calamities, that 
when he reached the gates of Iconiiim, no more 
than one thoufand knights were able to ferve 
on horfebaek. By a fudden and refoliite allault 
he defeated the guards, and ftormed the capital 
of the fultan who humbly fued for pardon 
and peace. The road was now open, and Fre- 
deric advanced in a career of triumph, till he 
was unfortunately drowned in a petty torrent of 
Cilicia The remainder of his Germans was 
confiimed by fleknefs and defertioii ; and the 
Emperor’s fon expired with the greatefl part of 
his Swabian vaflals at the liege of Acre. Among 
tiie Latin heroes, Godfrey of Bouillon and Fre- 
deric BarbarofTa alone could achieve the paffage 

Tewam horroris et falfuginis, ten-am ficcam, fterilem mama3iiam. 
ituonym. Canif. p. 517. The emphatic language of a fufferer. 

Gens Innumera, fylveftris, indomita, prsedones One duftore. The 
Sultan of Cogni might fineerely rejoice in their defeat. Anonym. Canif. 
p. 517, 518. 

See in the anonymous writer In. the Colleiftlon of Cauilius, Taglno, 
and Bohadin (Vit. Saladin. p. 119, izo.), the ambiguous condudl of 
Kilidge Arflan, Sultan of .Cogni, wlio hated . and feared both Saladm 
and Frederic. 

^ The defire of comparing two great men has tempted many writers 
to drown Frederic in tlie river Cydnus, in which Alexander fo impru- 
dently batlied (Q. Curt, l.iii. c. 4, 5.). Bat, from the march of the 
Emperor, I rather judge, that his Saleph is the Galycadnus, a ftream 
of lefs fame, but of a longer courfe. 
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c H A p. of the LeiTer Alia ; yet even their fuccefs was k 
V- ■ warning *, and in the laft and mod; experienced 
age of the crufadesj; every nation preferred the 
fea to the toils and perils of an inland expedi- 
tion 

Obffinacy The eiithufiafm of the ird crufade is a natural 
Aufiafm'’ Ample event, while hope was frelh, danger 
of the cru- untried, and enterprife congenial to the fpirit 
fades. Qp times. But the obftinate perfeveranee of 
Europe may indeed excite our pity and admira- 
tion *, that no inftru6tion Ihould have been drawn 
from conflant and adverfe experience ; that the 
fame confidence Ihcruld have repeatedly grown 
from the fame failures ; that fix fucceeding ge- 
nerations Ihould have ruflied headlong down the 
precipice that was open before them 5 and that 
men of every condition fiiould have fiaked their 
public and private fortunes on the delperate ad- 
venture of poilefiing or recovering a tomb-fione 
two tlioiifand miles from their country. In a 
period of two centuries after the council of 
Clermont, each Ipriiig and fummer produced a 
new emigration of pilgrim warriors for the de- 
fence of the Holy Land;‘ but the feven great 
armaments or crufades wfere excited by fome 
impending or recent calamity : the nations were 
moved by the authority of their pontilFs, and the 
example of their kings : their zeal was kindled, 
and their reafon was filenced, by the voice of 

Marinus Sanutus, A.D. i3ai, lays it down as a precept, Quod 
lloliis Ecclefise per terrain nullatenus eft ducenda. He refoivcs by the 
Divine aid, the objedlion, or rather exception, of the firft' crufade 
(Secreta Fidelium Crucis, 1. ii. pars, ii, c. i. p» 5 ;•)• 
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tlieir holy orators: and among thefe, Bernard*'®, c h a p, 
the monk or the faint, may claim the in oft ho- 
nourable place. About eight years before the 
firft conqueft of Jerufalem he was born of a 
noble family in Burgundy 5 at the age of three- Bernard 
and-twenty he buried himfelf in the monaftery 
of Giteaux, then in the primitive fervour of the j 
inftitutionj at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley of 
Clairvaux*® in Ghampagne; and was content, 
till the hour of his death, with the humble ftation 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophic 
age has aboliflied, with two liberal and indif- 
criminate difdaiii, the honours of thefe ipiritual 
heroes. The meaneft among them are diftin- 
guilhed by feme energies of the mind ; they were 
at leaft fuperior to their votaries and difciples j 
and in the race of fuperftition, they attained the 
prize for which fuch numbers contended. In 
ipeech, in writing, in action, Bernard ftood high 
above his rivals and contemporaries j his coin- 
pofitions are not devoid of wit and eloquence 5 


The moft authentic Information of St. Bernard muft be drawn 
from his own writings, publiflied in a corredl edition by Pere Mabil- 
lon, and reprinted at Venice 1750, In fix volumes in folio. Whatever 
friendlhip could recolletSl, or fuperftition could add, is contained in the 
two lives, by his difciples, in thevith volume: whatever learning and 
critlcifm could afcertain, may be found in the prefaces of die Bene- 
didtine editor. 

Clairvaux, furnamed the Valley of Abfynth, Is fituate among the 
woods near Bar fur Aube in Champagne. St. Bernard would blufh at 
the pomp of the church and monaftery; he would alkfor the library, 
and I know not whether he would be much edified by a ton of 800 
muids (914 i-7th hogflieads), which almpft rivals that of Heidelberg 
(Melanges Tires d’une Grande Bibliqtheque, torn. xlri. p. 14— 20.). 
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c H A P. and be feems to have preferved as much reafon 
and humanity as may be reconciled with the cba* 
radter of a faint. In afecular life he would have 
fliared the feventh part of a private inheritance ; 
by a vow of poverty and penance, by doling his 
eyes againll the vilible world by the refiifal of 
ail ecclelialliGal dignities the Abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of 
one hundred and fixty convents* Princes and 
pontiffs trembled at the freedom of his apoftolical 
eenftifes! France, England, and Milan, confulted 
and obeyed his judgment in a fchifm of the 
church : the debt was repaid by the gratitude of 
Innocent the fecondj and his fucceffdr, Eugenius 
the third, w^as the friend and difciple of the holy 
Bernard* It was in the proclamation of the 
fecond crulade that he llione as the miffionary 
and prophet of God, who called the nations to 
the defence of his holy fepuichre At the par* 
liaraent of V ezelay he Ipoke before the King ; 
and Louis the feventh,- with his nobles, received 
their erodes from his hand. The Abbot of Clair- 
vaux then marched to the lefs eafy conqUell of 
the Emperor Conrad ? a phlegmatic people, igno- 

I ’ The dlfciples of the Lint (Vit. ima, 1. Hi. c. a. p. 1232. Vit.iida, 

I c. 16, N''45' P* 1383*) record a marvellous example of his pious 

apathy. Juxta lacum etiaoi Laufannsnfem totius diei itinere pergem, 

peuitus non attendit aut fe videre non vidit. Gum enim vefpere failid 
de eodem lacu focii colloquerentur, interrogabat eos ubi lacus ille eflet; 
et rairati font nniverfi. To admire or defpife St. Bernard as he ought, 

the reader, like myfelf, fliould have before the windows of his library 
rile beauties of that Incomparable landtkip. 

Otho Frifmg. 1. 1, e, 4. Bernard Epift. 363. ad Francos Orien- 
0pp. torn. i. p* 328. Vit. im.3> I. iii. c. 4. tom. vi. p. 1235. 
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rant of bis language, was tranfported bj the pa- c H 
tbetic venemence of bis tone and gefturesj and . 
liis progrefs from Conftance to Cologne was 
the triumph of e]o<|uence and zeal. Bernard 
applauds his own fuccefs in the depopulation of 
Europe; affirms that cities and caftles were 
emptied of their inhabitants; and computes, that 
only one man was left beliind for the confolation 
of feven widows The blind fanatics were de- 
iirous of eledliug him for their general ; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes ; 
and while he alfures the crufaders of the divine 
favour, he prudently declined a military com- 
mand, in which failure and vidtory would have 
been almoft equally difgracefui to his charadler-’^ 

Yet, after the calamitous event, the Abbot of 
Clairvaux was loudly accufed as a falfe prophet, 
the author of the public and private mourning ; 
bis enemies exulted his friends blufhed, and his 
apology was flow and unfatisfa<§tory. He juftifies 
bis obedience to the commands of the pope; ex- 
patiates on the myfterious ways of Providence ; 
imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their 
own fins; and modeflly infinuates, that his niif- 
fion had been approved by %ns and wonders 

Plad 

Mandaftls et obedivi .... multipllcati funt fitper nurnerum ; vacu- 
antur yrbes et caftella ; et jam non inveniunt quern apprehendant 
feptem raulieres iinum virum^ ndeo ubiqne viduse vivis remanent viris. 
Bernard. Epift. p. *47. We nauft be cai'eful juot to conErue -pene as, 
a fubftantive. 

Quis ego fum ut difponam acies, iit .egrediar .ante facies arma- 
rorum, aut quid tarn remotum a profeffione me^, fi vires, fi peritia, 

&c. Epift. ^56. tom. i. p. ^59. He fpeaks with contempt of the iiermit 
Peter, vir quidarn, Epift. 363. 

■ 3 + Sic dicunt forfitan ifte, unde feimus quod a Domino fermo egreffijs 

' ,14 fit ? 
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c H A p. Had tlie fadfc been certain, the argument would 
. . be deeifive ; and his faithful difciples, who enu- 
merate twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal 
to the public alTemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed At the pre- 
fent hour, fuch prodigies will not obtain credit 
beyond the precindts of Clairvaux ; but in the 
preternatural cures of the blind, the lame, and 
the fick, who Avere prefented to the man of God, 
it is impoffible for us to afcertain the feparat© 
lhares of accident, of fancy, of impoflure, and of 
fidioti. / 

Frogrefs p£ Omnipoteu ce itfelf cannot efcape the murmurs 

of its difcordant votaries; fince the fame difpen- 
fition which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored and perhaps arraigned, as 
a calamity in Afia. After the lofs of Jerufa- 
lem, the Syrian fugitives diffufed their confter- 
nation and fbrrow : Bagdad mourned in the 
dull ; the cadhi Zeineddin of Damafcus tore his 
beard in the caliph’s prefence; and the whole 
divan Ihed tears at his melancholy tale But 
the commanders of the faithful could only w^eep; 
they were themfelves captives in the hands of the 
Turks ; feme temporal power was rellored to the 
lall age of the Abbaflides; but their humble am- 

lit ? Quse figna tu facis ut credamus tibl ? Non eft quod ad ifta ipfe 
Kefpondeam ; percendura verecundias niese, refponde tu pro me, et 
pro te ipfo, fecundum quse vidifti et audifti, et fecundum quod te in- 
j^iraverit Deus. Coitfolat. l.ii. c. i. Opp. tom. ii. p. 4^1 — 4x3. 

See the teftimonies in Vita ima, l.iv. c. 5, 6. Opp. tom. vi. 
piiajS — 1361. 1.vi. C.I — 17. p.ia86 — 1314. 

Abulmahafen apud de Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. p. ii. p. 99^ 

bition 
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Bition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent G hap. 
province. Their tyrants, the Seljiikian fultans, 
had followed the common law of the Afiatic dy- 
nafiies, the imceafing round of valour, greatnefs, 
difcord, degeneracy, and decay : their fpirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religion; 
and, in his diftant realm of Perfia, the Chriftians 
were ftrangers to the name and the arms of San- 
giar, the lafl; hero of his race While the ful- The Ata- 
tans were involved in the filken web of the haram, 
the pious talk was undertaken by their Haves, 
the Atabeks a Turkifii name, which, like the 
Byzantine patricians, may be tranllated by Father 
of the Prince. Afcanfar, a valiant Turk, had 
been the favourite of Malek Shaw, from whom 
he received the privilege of Handing on the right 
hand of the throne ; but, in the civil wars that 
enfued on the monarch’s death, he loll his head 
and the government of Aleppo. His domellic Zenghi, 
emirs perfevered in their attachment to his fon 
Zenghi, who proved his firll arras againll the 
Franks in the defeat of Antioch : thirty cam- 
paigns in the fervice of the caliph and fultan 


See his article in the Bibllotlieque Orientale of D’Herbelot, and 
de Guignes, tom. li. p. i. p. 2.30 — a6i. Such was his valour, that he 
was ftyled the fecond Alexander; and fuch the extravagant love of 
his fubjedls, that they prayed for the fultan a year after his deceafe. 
Yet Sangiar might have been made prifoner by the Franks, as well as 
by the IJzes. He reigned near fifty years (A, D. 1103— -iiya.), and 
was a munificent patron of Perfian poetry. 

See the Chronology of the Atabeks of Irak and Syria, in de 
Guignes, tom. i. p. 254. ; and the reigns of Zenghi and Noureddin in 
the fame writer (tom-ii. p. ii. p, 174—111.), who ufes the Arabic text 
of Benelathir, Ben Schouna, and Abulfeda ; the Bibliotheque Orientale, 
under the articles Atabeks and Noureddin^ and Uie Dynailies of Abul» 
pharagius, p. 150 — 167. verf, Pocock. ^ 

ellablillied 
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CHAP, eftabliflied his military fame; andhewasinvelled 
, with the command of Moful, as the only cham- 

pion that could avenge the caufe of the prophet* 
The public hope was not difappoioted : after a 
fiege of twenty-five days he flormed the city of 
Edefia, and recovered from the Pranks their con- 
qiiefis beyond the Euphrates : the martial tribes 
of Curdifcan were fubdued by the independent 
fovereign of Moful and Aleppo : his foldiers were 
taught to behold the camp as their only country ; 
they trufted to his liberality for their rewards ; 
and their abfent families were proteS;ed by the 
Noured- vigilance of Zenghi. At the head of thefe vete- 
rans, his fon Noureddin gradually united the 
114/— .* Mahometan powers ; added the kingdom of Da- 

1174* mafcus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and 
fuccefsful war againft the Chriftians of Syria ; he 
fpread his ample reign from the Tigris to the 
Nile, and the Abbafiides rewarded their fiiithful 
fervant with all the titles and prerogatives of roy- 
alty. The Latins themfelves were compelled to 
own the wifdom and courage, and even the juf- 
tiee and piety, of this implacable adverfary In 
his life and government the holy warrior revived 
the zeal and fimpiicity of the firfl caliphs. Gold 

•39 William of Tyre (I xvi. c. 4, 5. 7.) defaibfes the lofs of Edefla, 
and the death of Zenghi. The corruption of his name Into Sanguine 
afforded the Latins a comfortable aJIufion to l\iz fangjiinarj charadler 
and end, fit fatiguine fanguinolentus. 

Noradinus (fays William of Tyre, l.xx. 33.) maximus nominis 
et fidei Chrillianse perfecutor ; princeps tamen juftus, vafer, providus> 
et fecundum gentis fuse traditlones religiofus. To this Catholic witncft 
we may add the primate of the Jacobites (Abuipbarag. p. 167.), quo 
non alter erat inter reges vitse ratione magis laudabill, aut qua? plu- 
ribus juffitia? experimentis abuadaret. The true praife of kings is, 
^fter their death, and from the mouth of their enemies. 
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and filk were banifhed from his palace ; the ufe c H A P. 
of wine from his dominions j the public revenue j 
was fcriipiiloiifly applied to the public fervice j 
and the frugal houfebold of Noureddin was main- 
tained from his legitimate fliare of the fpoil which 
he vefied in the purchafe ofa private eftate. His 
favourite fultana fighed for fome female obje^Sfe 
of expenfe. “ Alas,” replied the King, “ I fear 
God, and am no more than the treafurer of 
« the Modems, Their property 1 cannot alien- 
ate; but I dill polTefs three ftiops in the city 
‘‘ of Hems : thefe you may take ; and thefe alone 
can I bellow,” His chamber of juflice was the 
terror of the great and the refuge of the poor. 

Some years after the fultaif s death an opprelfed 
fubjedl called aloud in the llreets of Damafcus, 

“ O Noureddin, Noureddin, where art thou 
now ? Arife, arife, to pity and protect us 1 ” 

A tumult was apprehended, and a living tyrant 
blulhed or trembled at the name of a departed 
monarch. 

By the arms of the Turks and Franks the Conqueft 
Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In Egypt 
the decay of their charadler and influence was Turks, 
flill more eliential. Yet they were ftiii revered 
as the defcendants and fucceffors of the prophet ; 1169. 
they maintained their invilible ftate in the palace 
of Cairo ; and their perfon was feidoni violated 
by the profane eyes of fubjedls or flrangers. The 
Latin ambaliadors have defcribed their own 

intro- 

From the antbalTador, Willlatti of T^re (1. xix. c. i?, i8.) 

4efcribes the palace of Gairp. In the Caliph’s treafure were found a 

pearl 
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c H A p, introdu6Hon through a feries of gloomy paffages^ 

. and glittering porticos : the fcene was enlivened 

by the warbling of birds and the murmur of 
fountains; it was enriched by a difplay of rich 
furniture, and rare animals ; of the Imperial 
treafures, fomething was thown, and much was 
fuppofed; and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black foldiers and domeftic eu- 
nuchs. The famSluary of the prefence chamber 
was veiled with a curtain ; and the vizir, who 
conducted the ambaffadors, laid afide his fcyme- 
tar, and proftrated himfelf three times on the 
ground ; the veil was then removed ; and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful, who fignir 
fied his pleafure to the iirft flave of the throne. 
But diis Have was his mailer : the vizirs or ful- 
tans had ufurped the fupreme adminiftration of 
Egypt ; the claims of the rival candidates were 
decided by arms; and the name of the molt 
worthy, of the ilrongell, was inferted in the 
royal patent of command. The fadlions of Darg- 
ham and Shawer alternately expelled each other 
from the capital and country ; and the weaker 
fide implored the dangerous protedlion of the ful- 
tan of Damafcus or the King of Jerufalem, the 
perpetual enemies of the fe6l and monarchy of 
the Fatimites. By his arms and religion the 
Turk was moll formidable ; but the Frank, in an 
eafy diredl march, could advance from Gaza to 

pearl as large as a pigeon’s egg,- a ruby weighing feventeen Egyptian 
i-ams, an emerald a palm and a half in length, and many vafes of 

eryftal and porceltun of China (Renaudot, p. 536.). 


the 
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the Nile; while the intermediate fituation of CHAP, 
his realm compelled the troops of Nonreddin to . , 

wheel round the fl^irts of Arabia, a long and; 
painful circuit, which expofed them to thirfl, 
fatigue, and the burning winds of the defert. 

The fecret zeal and ambition of the Turkifli 

prince afpired to reign in Egypt under the name 

of the Abbaffides ; but the reftoration of the 

fuppliant Shawer was the oftenfible motive of- 

the feft expedition ; and the fuccefs was in- 

trufted to the emir Shiracouh, a valiant and 

veteran commandei’. Dargham was oppreffed i 

and flain ; but the ingratitude, the jealoiify, the 

juft apprehenfions, of his more fortunate rival, 

foon provoked him to invite the King of Jeru- 

falem to deliver Egypt from his infolent bene- 

fadtors. To this union the forces of Shiracouh 

were unequal ; he relinquilhed the premature 

conqueft ; and the evacuation of Belbeis or 

Pelufium was the condition of his fafe retreat. 

As the Turks defiled before the enemy, and 
their general clofed the rear, with a vigilant T 

eye, and a battle-axe in his hand, a Frank pre- 
fumed to alk him if he were not afraid of an ;j 

attack ? It is doubtlefs in your power to begin 
the attack/’ replied the intrepid emir ; “ but 
“ reft affiired, that not one of my foldiers will 
“ go to Paradife till he has fent an infidel tO' 

“ hell.” His report of the riches of the land, 
the efteminacy of the natives, and the diforders 
of the government, revived the hopes of Nou- 
reddin V fkc Caliph of Bagdad applauded the 
pious defign ; and Shiraeouh defcended into 

Egypt 
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Egypt a fecond time with twelve thoufand 
Turks and eleven thoufand Arabs. Yet his 
forces were ftill inferior to the confederate 
armies of the Franks and Saracens ; and I can 
difcern an unufual degree of military art in his 
paffage of the Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his 
m aft erly evolutions in the battle of Babain, the 
furprife of Alexandria, and his inarches and 
counter-niarches in the flats and valley of Egypt, 
from the tropic to the fea. His condudl was 
feconded by the courage of his troops, and on 
the eve of a6tion a Mamaluke‘‘® exclaimed, 
‘‘ If we cannot wretl Egypt from the Chriftian 
dogs, why do we not renounce the honours 
and rewards of the fultan, and retire to labour 
with the peafants, or to fpin with the females 
“ of the haram ?” Yet, after all his efforts in the 
field after the obftinate defence of xllex* 
andria by his nephew Saladin, an honourable 
capitulation and retreat concluded the fecond 
enterprife of Shiracoiih; and Noureddin re- 
ferved his abilities for a third and more propi- 
tious Gccafion. It was foon offered by the am- 

Mamluc, plur. Mamalic, is defined by Pocock (Prokgom. ad 
Abulpharag. p. 7.), and D’Herbelot (p* 545)} fervum emptitium, feu 
qui pretio numerato in domini pofleffionem cedit. They frequently 
occur in the wars of Saladin (Bohadin, p. 336} &c.) ; and it was only 
the Bahariie Mamalukes that were firft ‘introduced into Egypt by his 
defcendants, ' 

Jacobus a Vitrlaco (p. iiid.) gives the King of Jerufalem no 
more than 374 knights. Both the Franks and the Modems report 
the fuperior numbers of the enemy ; a difference which may be folved 
by counting or omitting the unwarlike Egyptians. 

It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a middle term in extent and 
riches between the period of the Greeks and Romans, and that of the 
Turks (Savaiy, Lettres fur I’Egypte, p.xjj a6.). 
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bitioil and avarice of Amalric or Amaury, King d H A p. 
of Jerufalem, who had imbibed the pernicious . ^ 

maxim, that no faith fliould be kept with the 
enemies of God. A religious warrior, the great 
mafter of the hofpital^ encouraged him to pro- 
ceed ; the Emperor of Conftantinople either 
gave, or promifed, a fleet to a6t with the armies 
of Syria j and the perfidious Chriftian, unfatis- 
fied with fpoil and fiibfidy, alpired to the con- 
queft of Egypt. In this emergency the Modems 
turned their eyes towards the Mtan of Damafcus 5 
the vizir, whom danger encompaffed on all fides, 
yielded to their unanimous willies, and Noured- 
din feemed to be tempted by the fair offer of 
one third of the revenue of the kingdom. The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo ; but 
the fuburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
approach ; they were deceived by an infidious 
negociation j and their veffels were unable to 
furmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru- 
dently declined a contefl with the Turks, in 
the midfb of an hoflile country; and Amaury 
retired into Palefline with the lliame and re- 
proach that always adhere to unfuccefsful injuf- 
tice. After this deliverance, Shiracouh was in- 
vefled with a robe of honour, which he foon 
llained with the blood of the unfortunate Shawer. 

For a while, the Turkifli emirs condefcended to 
hold the office of vizir ; but this foreign Con- 
quell precipated the fall of the Fatamites them- 
felves; and the bloodlefs change was accom- 
plilhed by a meffage and a word. The caliphs 
had been degraded by their own wcaknefs and 
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CHAP, the tyranny of the vizirs : their fobje6ts biulhedi 
, when the defcendant and fucceffor of the pro- 

phet prefented his naked hand to the rude gripe 
of a Latin ambaffador j they wept when he fent 
the hair of his women, a fad emblem of their 
grief and terror, to excite the pity of the 
Endoftiie Sultan of Damafcus. By the command of 
Siiphf Noureddin, and the fentence of the doctors, the 
a.d. holy names of Abubeker, Omar, and Othmaii, 
werefolemnly reftored: the Caliph Mofthadi, of 
Bagdad, was acknowledged in the public prayers 
as the true commander of the faithful ; and the 
green livery of the .fons of Ali was exchanged 
for the black colour of the Abbaffides. The 
lafl of his race, the Caliph Adhed, who furvived 
only ten days, expired in happy ignorance of 
his fate : his treafures fecured the loyalty of the 
foldiers, and filenced the murmurs of the fedla- 
ries j and in all fubfequent revolutions Egypt 
has never departed from the orthodox traditio?! 
of the Modems 

The hilly country beyond the Tigris is oc- 
of Saiadin. cupied by the pad oral tribes of the Curds ; 

■*5 Por this great revolution of Egypt fee William of Tyre (I. xix. 

5, 6, 7. la— 31- XX.5— la.), Bohadin (in Vit.SaIadin, p.30— 39.)» 
Abulfeda (in Excerpt. Schultens, p. i — 1%.), D’Herbelot (Bibliot. 
Orient. Adhed. Fat hem ah. hut very incorreft), Renaudot (Hift. Pa- 
triarch. Alex, p.jaa— 5^5. 53a— 537), Vertot(Hift.des Chevaliers 
de Malihcj tom. i. p. 141 ' — 163. in 4to.)} and M. de Guignes (toxii, ii. 
p.185— ai 5 -)- 

For the Curds fee de Guignes, tom.i. p.416, 417, the Index 
Geographicus of Schultens, and Tavernier, Voyages, p. i. p. 308, 
309. The Ayoubites defcended from the tribe of the Rawadi^i, one 
of the nobleft ; but-as thej wereinfedled with the herefy of the Me- 
tempfychofis, the orthodox fultans inlinuated that their defcent was 
only on the mother’s fide, and that their anceftor was a liranger who 
fettled among the Curds, 

u people 
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a people hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of the c H A P* 
yoke, addicted to rapine, and tenacious of the . . 

government of their national chiefs. Therefem- 
blance of name, litiiation, and manners, feems 
to identify them with the Carduchians of the 
Greeks^''; and they ftill defend againll the Ot- 
toman Porte the antique freedom which they 
alTerted againft the fucceffors of Cyrus. Po- 
( verty and ambition prompted them to embrace 

f the profeffion of mei'cenary foldiers : the fervice 

of his father and uncle prepared the reign of the 
Great Salaclin ; and the fon of Job or Ayub, a 
fimple Curd, inagnanimoully fmiled at Ills pedi- 
gree, which flattery deduced from the Arabian 
Caliphs So unconfeious was Noureddin of 
the impending min of his houfe, that he con- 
ftrained the reludlant youth to follow his uncle 
Shiracouh into Egypt: his military charadfcer 
was eftabliflied by the defence of Alexandria ; 
and if we may believe the Latins, he folicited 
I and obtained from the Chriflian general the 

I honours of knighthood^”. On the death 

of 

See the Ivth book of the Anabafis of Xenophon. The ten thou- 
fand fviffered more from the arrows of the free Canluchiansj than 
from the fplendid weaknefs of the great King, 
j We are indebted to the profeflbr Schultens (Lugd. Bat. 1755, in 

folio) for the richeft and moft authentic materials, a life of Saladin bj*- 
I his friend and minifter the CadhI Bohadin, and copious extrafls from 

the hiftory of his kinfman the prince Abulfeda of Hamah. To thefe 
we may add, the article oi Salabeddin in the Bibliotheque Orientale, 
and all that may be gleaned from the Dynafties of AbiUpharagius. 

Since Abulfeda was hirafelf an Ayoubite, he may Ihare the praife, 
for imitating, at leaft tacitly, the modefiy of the founder. 

Hill. Hierofol. in the Gefta Dei per Francos, p. siya. Afimi- 
lar example may be found in Joihyille (p, 42. edition du Louvre) ; ; ■ 

VOL.-KI. K ' but 
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of Shiracouli, the office of , Grand Vizir was 
beftowed on Saladin, as the yonngefl and leaft 
powerful of the emirs ; but with the advice of 
his father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius 
obtained the afcendant over his equals, and at- 
tached the army to his perfon and intereft. 
While Noiireddiii lived, thefe ambitious Curds 
were the moll humble of his Haves : and the in- 
difcreet murmurs of the Divan were lilenced by 
the prudent Ayub, who loudly protefted that at 
the command of the Sultan he himfelf would lead 
his fon in chains to the foot of the throne. “ Such 
language,” he added in private, “ was prudent 
and proper in an affembly of your rivals ; but 
‘‘ we are now above fear and obedience ; and the 
“ threats of Noureddin ffiall not extort the tri- 
“ bute of a fugar-cane.” His feafonable death 
relieved them from the odious and doubtful 
conflict : his fon, a minor of eleven years of age, 
was left for a while to’ the emirs of Damafcusj 
and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by 
the caliph with every title that could fandtify 
his ufurpation in the eyes of the people. Nor 
was Saladin long content with the poffeffion of 
7 defpoiled the Chriftians of Jerufalem, 
and the Atabeks of Damafcus, Aleppo, and 
Diarbekir : Mecca and Medina acknowledged; 

but the pious St.Louis refufed to dignify Infidels with the order of 
Ghriftian knii35hthood(Ducange, Obfervations, p. 70,). 

5 ‘’!rn thefe Arabic titles, muft always be underliood ; Nou^ 

r’eddhif lumen r. ; E%%odinf decus ; Amadoddirty coiumen : our hero’s 
proper name was dbfeph, and he was ftyled falus; Al 

Mdlkhusi Al^Naftrus^ms, defenforj Abu Medaffer, pater viaoriie. 
Sehultensy Pr^fat. 

him 
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him for their temporal pr6te6tort his brother e H AP. 
fiibdiied, the diftant regions of Yemen, or the , 

Happy Arabia; and at the hour of his death, his 
empire was fpread from the African Tripoli to 
the Tigris, and from the Indian ocean to the 
mountains of Armenia. In the judgment of his 
charadler, the reproaches of treafon and ingra- 
titude ftrike forcibly on our minds, imprelTed as 
they are with the principle and experience of 
law and loyalty. But his ambition may in fome 
meafure be excufed by the revolutions of Afia^% 
which had erafed every notion of legitimate fuc- 
ceffion ; by the recent example of the Atabeks 
themfelves ; by his reverence to the fon of his 
benefactor, his humane and generous behaviour 
to the collateral branches ; by incapacity 
and his merit ; by the approbation of the ca- 
liph, the foie foiirce of all legitimate power; and, 
above all, by the wilhes and interell of the 
people, whofe happinefs is the fir ft objeCl of go- 
vernment. In his virtues, and in thofe of his 
patron, they admired the lingular union of the 
hero and the faint; for both Noureddin and 
Saladin are ranked among the Mahomedan 
faints ; and the conftant meditation of the holy 
war, appears to have fhed a ferious and fober 
dolour over their lives and adtions. The youth 
of the latter ” was addicted to wine and women ; 
but his afpiring fpirit foon renounced the temp- ; 

Abulfeda, who defcej^cled from a brother of Saladin, obferves 
from many examples, that the founders of dynafties took the guilt for 
themfelves, and left the reward to their innocent collaterals (Excerpt, 

p. lo.). _ ' ^ 

S«e his life and charadlef in Renaudot, p. 537-~-548. 
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c H A P. tations of pleafure, for the graver follies of fame 
Lix. and dominion : the garment of Saladin was of 
coarfe woollen ; water was his only drink ; arid 
while he emulated the temperance, he furpaffecl 
the chaftity, of his Arabian prophet. Both in 
faith and pradlice he was a rigid Mufulman ; he 
ever deplored that the defence of religion had 
not allowed him to accomplilh the pilgrimage of 
Mecca ; but at the Hated hours, five times each 
day, the Sultan devoutly prayed with his bre- 
thren; the involuntary omilfion of fading was 
fcrupiiloufly repaid ; and his perufal of the Koran 
on horfeback between the approaching armiesj 
may be quoted as a proof, however' oftentatious, 
of piety and courage*^. The fuperftitious doc- 
trine of thefe6t of Shafei was the only lludy that 
he deigned to encourage : the poets werefafe in 
his contempt ; but all profane fcience was the 
objeOf of his averlion ; and a philofopher, who 
had vented feme fpeculative novelties, was 
feized and ftrangled by the command of the 
■royal faint. Thejuftice of his divan was accei- 
fible to the meaneil fuppliant againfb himfelf 
and his minifters ; and it was only for a king- 
dom that Saladin would deviate from the 
rule of equity. ^ While the defeendants of Sei- 
‘ juk and Zengbi held his ftirrup and fmoothed 
his garments, he was affable and patient with 
the meaneil of his fervants. So boundlefs was 
his liberality, that he dillributed twelve thoufand 

'■f His civil and religious virtues are celebrated in the lirft chapter of 
Bohadin (p.4 — 3 o.> himfelf an eye-witnefs, and an honeft bigot. 
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horfes at the fiege of Acre; and, at the time of c H A P* 
his death, no more than forfy-feven drams of , 

iilver and one piece of gold coin were found in 
the treafury ; yet in a 'martial reign, the tributes 
were diminiflied, and the wealthy citizens en- 
joyed without fear or danger the fruits of their, 
indullry. Egypt, Syria,and Arabia, were adorned 
by the royal foundations of hofpitals, colleges, 
and mofques ; and Gabo was fortified with a- 
wall and citadel ; but his works were confecrated 
to public ufe nor did the Sultan indulge hira- 
felf in a garden or palace of private luxury. In 
a fanatic age, himfelf a fanatic, the genuine 
virtues of Saladin commanded the efteem of the 
Chriflians : the Emperor of Germany gloried in 
his friendfliip ; the Greek Emperor folicited 
his alliance?^ ; and the conqueft of Jerufalem 
dbfufed, and perhaps magnified, his fame both 
in the E^ft and Welt. 

During its fliort exiftence, the kingdom of Hbcon- 
Jerufalem was fupported by the difcord of 
Turks and Saracens ; and both the Fatimite ca- doni> 
liphs and the fultans of Daraafcus were tempted 
to facrifice the caufe of their religion to the 
meaner confiderations of private and prefent: 
advantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, and 

In many works, particulai’Iy Jofeph’is well in tlie caftle of Cairo, 
the Sultan and tlie Patriarch have been confounded by the ignorance 
of natives and travellers. 

Anonym. Canifii, tom. Hi. p.ii. p, 504. 

y Bohadin, p. 129, 1,^0. ... 

5 '* For the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem, feeWilliara of Tyre^ from the 
ixth to the xxiid book. Jacob a Viti-iaco, Hlft. Hierofolem. 1 . i. and 
Sanutus, Secreta Fidelium Crucis, Liii. p. vh vii. viii. ix. 
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c H A Pv Arabia, were now united by an hero, whom m« 

. . ture and fortune bad armed againffc the Cbrif- 

tians. All without, now bore the molt, threaten- 
ing afpedl ; and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal Hate of Jerulalein. After the two lirft 
Baldwins, the brother and coiilin of Godfrey of 
Bouillon, the fceptre devolved by female fuccef- 
fion to Melifenda, daughter of the fecond Bald- 
win, and her hulband Fulk, Count of Anjou^ 
the father, by a former marriage, of our Englilli 
Flantagenets. Their two fons, Baldwin the 
third, and Amaury, waged a flrennous, and not 
imfuccefsful war againll the infidels 5 but the 
fon of Amaury, Baldwin the fourth, was de- 
prived by the leprofy, a gift of the crufades, of 
the faculties both of mind and body. His lifter 
Sybilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was his 
natural heirefs : after the fufpicious death of her 
child, Ihe crowned her fecond hulband, Guy (if 
Liifignan, a prince of a handfome perlbn, but of 
fuch bafe renown, that his own brother Jeffrey 
was beard to exclaim, “ Since they have made 
him a king, lurely they would have made 7ne 
*‘ agodl'^ The choice was generally blamed I 
and the moft powerful vaflal, Raymond Cbunt of 
Tripoli, who had been excluded from the fuccef- 
fion and regency, entertained an implacable lia- 
tred againft the King, and expofed his honour 
and confcience to the temptations of the Sultan. 
Such were the guardians of the holy city ; a 
leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor : 
yet its fate was delayed twelve years by fome fup- 
plies from Europe, by the valour of the military 
t - orders. 
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orders, and by the dillant or domeftic avocations 
of their great enemy. At length, on every fide 
the finking date waS encircled and preffed by an 
hoftile line ; and the trnce was violated by the 
Franks, whofe exiftence it protedted. A foldier 
of fortune, Reginald of Ghatillon, had feized a 
fortrefs on the edge of the defert, from whence 
he pillaged the caravans^ infulted Mahomet, 
and threatened the cities of Mecca and Medina. 
Saladin condefcended to complain j rejoiced in 
the denial of juflice; and at the head of four- 
fcore thoufand horfe and foot, invaded the Holy 
Land. The choice of Tiberias for his firfl liege 
was fuggefted by the Count of Tripoli, to whom 
it belonged j and the King of Jerufalem Was 
perfuaded to drain his garrifons, and to arm his 
people, for the relief of that important place 
By the advice of the perfidious Raymond, the 
Chridians were betrayed into a camp deflitute 
of water : he fled on the firfl onfet, with the 
curfes of both nations : Lufignan was over- 
thrown, with the lofs of thirty thoufand men ; 
and the wood of the true crofs, a dire mif- 
fortune ! was left in the power of the infidels. 
The royal captive was condiidled to the tent of 
Saladin ; and as he fainted with thirft and terror, 
the generous victor prefented him with a cup of 

Templaru ut apes bomibabant et Hofpitalarii ut venti ftridebant, 
et barones fe exito oiFerebant et Turcopuli (the Chrlftian light troops) 
femet Ipfi iti ignem injiciebant (Ifpahani de Expugnatione Kudfitica, 
p. i8. apud Schultens) ; a fpeciraen of Arabian eloquence, foij^what 
dilFerent from the ftyle of Xenophon ! 

The Latins affirm, the Arabians , infinuate, the treafop 'o£ Ray- 
mond ; but had he really embraced their rtd^ion, he would have been 
a faint and a hero in the eyes of the latter. 

. . ^ 'K 4 
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^ Lix cooled in fnow, without fuffering his 

companion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of 
this pledge of hofpitality and pardon. “ The 
perfon and dignity of a King,^’ faid the Sultan, 
“ are facred ; but this impious robber mull in- 
ftantly acknowledge the prophet, whom he 
“ has biafphemed, or meet the death which he 
“ has fo often deferved.” On the proud or 
confcientious refnfal of the Chriflian warrior^ 
Salad in ftruck him on the head with his fcymetar, 
and Reginald was difpatched by the guards 
The trembling Liihgnan was fent to Damafcus to 
an honourable prifon and fpeedy ranfom_; but 
the vidtory was ftained by the execution of two 
hundred and thirty knights of the hofpital, the 
intrepid champions and martyrs of their faith. 
The kingdom was left without a head ; and of 
the two grand mailers of the military orders, the 
one was flain and the other was a prifoner. From 
all the cities, both of the fea-coafl and the inland 
country, the garrifons had been drawn away for 
this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could 
efcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
f* .months after the battle of Tiberias, he appeared 

I in arms before the gates of Jerufalen,! 

Renaud, Reginald, or Arnold de Chatillon, is celebrated by the 
Latins in his life and death j but the circumftances of the latter are 
more diftindly related by Bohadin and Abulfeda ; and Joinville (Hift. 
de St. Louis, p. 70.) alludes to the pracSHce of Saladin, of never put- 
ting to death a prifoner who had tafted his bread and fait. Some of 
the companions of Arnold had been flaughtered, and almoft fiicrificedi 
in a valley of Mecca, ubi facrificia madbantur (Abulfeda, p. 3 a,)., 

Vertot, who well deferibes the lofs of the kingdom and city (Hift. 
des Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1. ii. p. a»6 — a? 8, inferts two ori- 
ginal epiftles of a knight templar. 


He 
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He might expert, that the liege of a city fo c H A p. 
venerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting , , 

to Europe and Aha, would rekindle the laft anddtyof 
Iparks of enthuliafm j and that, of fixty thoufand Jerufaiem, 
Chrillians, every man would be afoldier, and 
every foldier a candidate for martyrdom. But oaobera. 
Queen Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her cap- 
tive hulband ; and the barons and knights, who 
had efcaped from the fword and chains of the 
Turks, dilplayed thelame fa6l:ious andfelhllifpirit 
in the public ruin. Themoft numerous portion 
of the inhabitants were compofed of the Greek 
and Oriental Chrillians, whom experience had 
taught to prefer the Mahometan before the Latin 
yoke“ ; and the holy fepulchre attra6led abafe 
and needy crowd, without arms or courage, who 
fubfifted only on the charity of the pilgrims. 

Some feeble and hally efforts were made for 
the defence of Jerufalem; but in the fpace of 
fourteen days, a vi6lorioLis army drove back the; 
failles of the befieged, planted their engines, 
opened the wall to the breadth of fifteen cubits, 
applied their fcaling-ladders, and erected on the 
breach twelve banners of the prophet and the 
Sultan. It was in vain that a bare-foot procef- 
fion of the Queen, the women, and the monks, 
implored the Son of God to fave his tomb and 
his inheritance from impious violation. Them 
foie hope w'as in the mercy of the conqueror, 
and to tlieir hrll fiippliant deputation that mercy 
was flernly denied. “ He had fworn to avenge the 

Renaudotj Ilift, Patriarch, Alex. p.'545. 

“ patience 
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CHAP. patience and long-fiiffering of the Aloilems ; 
, “ the hour of forgivenefs was elapfed, and the 

moment was nt)W Mdived to expiate in blood, 
« the innocent blOod, which had been fpilt by 
Oodfrey and the hrfl crufaders.’’ But a def- 
perate aiid fiiccefsful druggie of the F ranks ad- 
inoniflied the Sultan that his triumph was not 
yet fecine ; he littened with reverence to a folemn 
adjuration in the name of the common father of 
mankind ; and a fentiment of human fyinpathy 
molMed the rigour of finaticifm and conqueft. 
He coiifented to accept the city, an d to fpare the 
inhabitants. The Greek and Oriental Chriflians 
were permitted to live under his dominion j but 
it was flipulated, that in forty days ail the Franks 
and Latins ihould evacuate Jerufalem, and be 
fafely condu6ted to the fea-ports of Syria and 
Egypt; that ten peices of gold fliould be paid 
for each man, five for each woman, and one for 
I every child ; and that thofe who were unable to 

purchafe their freedom ihould be detained in 
perpetual flavery. Of fome writers it is a favou- 
rite and invidious theme to compare the huma- 
nity of Saladin with the maffacre of the firft 
crufade. The difference would be merely per- 
fonai; but we fhould not forget that tlie Chrif- 
tians had offered to capitulate, and that the 
Mahometans of Jerufalem fuftained the lafl ex- 
tremities of an alTault and ftorm. Juftice is 
indeed due to the fidelity with which the Turkifh 
conqumor fulfilled the conditions of the treaty ; 
and he may be defervediy praifed for the glance 
of pity Which he cafl on the mifery of the van- 
16 quifhed. 
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quifhed. Inftead of a rigorous exaction of his CHAP, 
debt, he accepted a fum of thirty thoufabd by- . , 

zants, for the ranfom of feven thoufand poor; 
two or three thoufand more were difmiiled by 
his gratuitous clemency; andthenumberofflavcs 
was reduced to eleven or fourteen thOufind per^ 
fons. In his intervie\V with the Queen, his wordSj 
and even his tears, fuggefted the kitideli confola- 
tions; his liberal alms Were didributed among 
tliofe who had bben made orphans or widows by 
the fortune of war; and while the knights of the 
hofpital were in arms againft him, he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue, during 
the term of a year, the care and fervice of the 
tick. In thefe adls of mercy the virtue of Sala- 
din deferves Oiir admiration and love: he was 
above the neceflity of dMmulation, and his Hern 
fanaticifm would have prompted him to diflem* 
ble, rather than to affect, this profane compaffion 
for the enemies of tho Koran. After Jerufalem 
had been delivered from the prefence of the 
Grangers, the Sultan made his triumphant entry, 
his banners waving in the wind, and to the 
harmony of martial mufic. The gi;eat mofeh of 
Gmar, which had been converted into a church, 
was again confecrated to one God and his pro- 
phet Mahomet; the walls and pavement were 
purified with rofe- water; and a pulpit, the labour 
of Noureddin, was ere^ed in the fan6luary. 

But when the golden crofs that glittered on the 
dome was cafl down, and dragged through the 
itreets, the Chrillians of every fedfc uttered a 
lamentable groan, which was anfwered by the 

joyful 
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CHAP. joyful fliouts of the Moflems. In four ivory? 
chefts the patriarch had collected the croffes, the 
images, the vafes, and the relics of the holy 
place: they were feized by the conqueror, who 
was defirous of prefenting the Caliph with the 
trophies of Chriflian idolatry. He was per- 
fiiaded, however, to entrull them to the patriarch 
and Prince of Antioch; and the pious pledge 
was redeemed by Hichard of England, at the 
expence of fifty-two thoufand byzants of gold"' ^ > 
The third The nations, might fear and hope the imme- 
diate and final expulfion of the Eatins from Sy- 
ji88. ria ; which was yet delayed above a century after 
the death of Saladin In the career of vidlory, 
he was firll checked by the refill an ce of Tyre ; 
the troops and garrifons, which had capitulated, 
were imprudently conduced to the fame port; 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place; and the arrival of Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat inlpired the diforderly crowd with confi- 
dence and union. His father, a venerable pil- 
grim, had been made priibner in the Iwittle of 
Tiberias ; but that dilafier was unknown in Italy 
and Greece,^ when the foil wais urged by ambi- 
tion and piety to vilit the inheritance of his royal 
nephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the 

For the conqueft of Jerufalem, Boliaclin (p. 67 — 75.) and Abut 
feda (p. 40— 43.) , are our Moflem witnefles. Of the Chriftian, Ber- 
nard Thefaurarius (c. 151—1:67.) is the inoft' copious and authentic; 
fee likewife Matthe\7 Paris (p. 130 — 134.). 

The fieges of Tyre and Acre are moft coploufly deibribed by 

Bernard Thefaurarius (de Acqulfitione Terr® Sm&ss, c.iSy xjg.), 

the author of the Hiftoria Hierofolymitana (p. .t 1 50—1 1 7 3. in Bongar- 
fius), Abulfeda (p. 43-- Jp.},.andl Bohadin (p, 7 5—179.). 

TurkiflA 
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Turkifli banners ■warned him from tbe hoftile CH A p. 
coaft of Jaffa ; and Conrad was unanimoufly . . 

bailed as the prince and champion of Tyre, 
which was already befieged by the conqueror of 
Jerufalem. The firmnefs of his zeal, and per- 
haps his knowledge of a generous foe, enabled 
him to brave the threats of the Sultan, and to 
declare, that fliould his aged parent be expofed 
before the walls, he himfelf would difcharge the 
firfl arrow, and glory in his defcent from a Chrif- 
fian martyr*®. The Egyptian fleet was allowed 
to enter the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was 
fuddeiily drawn, and five gallies were either 
funk or taken ; a thoufand Turks were flain in a 
fally ; and Saladin, after burning bis engines, con- 
cluded a glorious campaign by a difgraceful re- 
treat to Damafcus. He was foon alTailed by a more 
formidable tempefl. The pathetic narratives, 
and even the pictures, that repnefented in lively 
colours the lervitude and profanation of Jeru- 
falem, awakened the torpid fenfibility of Europe : 
tlie Emperor Frederic Barbarofla, and the Kings 
of France and England, affumed the crofs *, and 
the tardy magnitude of their armaments was an- 
ticipated by the maritime ftates of the Mediter- 
ranean and tlie Ocean. The Ikiiful and provi- 
dent Italians firfl embarked in the fhips of 
Genoa, Pifa, and Venice. They were fpeedily 
followed by the mod eager pilgrims of France, 
Normandy, and the Weftern Ifles. The power- 

I have followed a moderate and probable reprefentation of the 
fadl ; by Vertot, who adopts without reludlance a romantic tale, the 
®ld marquis is actually expofed to tbe dart? of the befieged. 

ful 
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CHAP, ful fiiecoiir of Flanders, Frife, and Benmarl?, 
V. ^ hundred veffels j and the Northern 

warriors, were diftinguiflied in the field by a lofty 
Mature and a ponderous battlcraxe®^. Their in- 
creafing multitudes could no longer be confined 
within the walls of Tyre, or remain obedient to 
the voice of Coprad. They pitied the misfor- 
tunes, an d revered the dign ity , of Lufignan , who 
was releafed fi'om prifon, perhaps, to divide the 
army of the Franks. He propofed the recovery 
of Ptolemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the fouth 
of Tyre; and the place was firfl invefted by two 
thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot under 
his nominal command. I fliall not expatiate on 
the dory of this memorable fiege; which laded 
near two years, and confumed, in a narrow fpace. 
Siege of the forces of Europe and Alia* Never did the 
ot enthufiafm burn with fiercer and more 
.1189, Jui7 dedrii6live rage ; nor could the true believers, 
a common appellation, wdio confecrated their 
own martyrs, refufe fome applaufe to the mif- 
taken zeal and courage of their adverfaries. At 
the found of the holy trumpet, the Moflems of 
Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Oriental provinces, 
affembled under the fervant of the prophet : his 
camp was pitched and removed within a few 
miles of Acre ; and he laboured, night and day. 


Northmannl et Gothl, et cseteri popull infularum quse inter occi« 
dentem et feptentrlonem fitaa Hint, gentes belUcofEe, corporis procerij 
mortis intrepid^, bipennibus armatse, navibus rotundis qua; yfnachiiee 
dicuntur advedlae. 

- The hiftorian of Jerufalem (p. i jo8.) adds the nations of the Eaft 
from the Tigris to India, and the fwarthy tribes of Moors and Getu« 
Kans, fo that Afia and Africa fought againft Europe. 
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for the relief of his brethren and the annoy^l^ce chap. 
of the Franks. Nine battle.% not unworthy of , , 

the name, were fought, in the neighbourhood of 
mount Carmel, with fuch viciffitude of fortune, 
that in one attack, the Sultan forced his way into 
the city ; that in one fally, the Chriftians pene- 
trated to the royal tent. By the means of divers 
and pigeons, a regular correfpondence was main- 
tained with the befieged 5 and, as often as the fea 
was left open, the exhaufted garrifon was with- 
drawn, and a frefh fupply was poured into the 
place. The Batm camp was thinned by famine, 
the fword, and the climate j but the tents of 
the dead were repleniflied ^with new pilgrims, 
who exaggerated the llrength and fpeed of their 
approaching countrymen. The vulgar was alio- 
nillied by the report, that the Pope himfelf, with 
an innumerable crufade, was advanced as far 
as Conflantinople. The march of the Emperor 
filled the Eafl with more ferious alarms 5 the 
obftacles which he encountered in Alia, and 
perhaps in Greece, were raifed by the policy of 
Saladin ; his joy on the death of Barbarolfa %vas 
meafured by his efleemj and the Chriftians 
were rather difmayed than encouraged at the, 
light of the Duke of Swabia and his way-worn 
remnant of live thoufand Gerpians. At length, 
in the fpring of the fecond year, the rpyal 
fleets of France and England call anchor in the 
bay of Acre, and the fiege was more vigoroufly 
profecuted by the youthful emulation of the two 
EingSjPhilip Auguftus and EichardPlantagenet. 

After every refource had been tried, and every 

hope 
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Lope was exhaufted, the defenders of Acre fub- 
mitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted j 
but their lives and liberties were taxed at the 
hard conditions of a rarlfom of two hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold, the deliverance of one 
hundred nobles, and fifteen hundred inferior 
captives, and the reftoration of the wood of the 
holy crofs. Some doubts in the agreement, 
and fome delay in the execution, rekindled the 
fury of the Franks, and three thoufand Moflems, 
almoll in the Sultan’s view, were beheaded by 
the command of the fanguinary Richard By 
the conquell of Acre, the Latin powers accpiired 
a ftrong town and a convenient harbour ; but 
the advantage was moft dearly purchafed. The 
minifter and hiftorian of Saladin computes, from 
the report of the enemy, that their numbers, at 
different periods, amounted to five or fix hun- 
dred thoufand ; that more than one hundred 
thoufand Chriftians were flain ; that a far greater 
number was loft by difeafe or fliip wreck ; and 
that a finall portion of this mighty hoft could 
return in fafety to their native countries 

^ Boliadin, p. i8o ; and this maffacre Is neither denied nor blamed 
by the Chriftlan hiftorians. Alacritur jufla complentes (the Englifh 
foldlers), fays Galfridus a Vinefauf ( 1 . 4. c. 4. p. 346.), who fixes 
zth'joo the number of vidllms ; who are multiplied to 5000 by Roger 
Hovedeii (p. 697, 698.). Tlie humanity or avarice of Philip Augultus 
was perfuaded to ranfom his prifoners (Jacob, a Vitriaco, I. i. c. 98. 
p. riaa.). 

. Bohadinj p. 14- He quotes the judgment of Balianiis, and the 
prince of Sldom and adds, ex illo mundo qnafi horainum pauciffiini ro- 
dierunt. Among the Chriftians who died before St. John d’Acre, I find 
the Engllfli names of De Ferrers Earl of Derby (Dugdale, Baronage, 
part i/p, a6o.), Mowbray (Idem, p, 134.), De Mandevil, De Fiennes, 
St.John, Scrope, Bigot, Talbot, &c. . 
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Hiilip Auguftus, and Richard the firft, are 
the only Kings of France and England, who 
have fought under the fame banners ; but the 
holy fervice, in which they were enlifled, was 
incehantly difturbed by then* national jealoufy; 
and the two factions, which they prote6ted in 
Paleftine, were more averfe to each other than 
to the common enemy. In the eyes of the 
Orientals, the French monarch was fuperior in 
dignity and power j and, in the Emperor's ab- 
fence, the Latins revered him as their temporal 
chief’". His exploits were not adequate to his 
fame. Philip was brave, but the ftatefman pre- 
dominated in his charaiSter ; he was foon weary 
of facrihcing his health and interell on a barren 
coaft j the furrender of Acre became the lignal 
of his departure j nor could he juflify this un- 
popular defertion, by leaving the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, with five hundred knights, and ten thou- 
fand foot, for the fervice of the Holy l^and. 
The King of England, though irferior in dig- 
nity, furpafied his rival in wealth and military 
renown : and if heroifm be confined to brutal 
and ferocious valour, Richard Plantagenet will 
Rand high a,mong the heroes of the age. The 

’’ Magnus hie apud eos, interque reges eorum turn virtute, turn 
Hiajeftate eminens ..... fummus rerum arbiter. (Bobadin, p. 159.). 
He does not feem to have known the names .either of Philip or 
Richard. 

Rex AngllsB praaftrenuus .... rege GaMorum minor apud eos 
eenfebatur ratione regni atque dignitatis ; fed turn; divitiis florentiorv 
turn bellica virtute multo- erafc cekbrior (Bohadin, p. 161.). A 
Jhranger might admire thofe riches j the nafeieivd hiftprians will tel|. 
with what hwlefs and wafteful oppreffioa they 'w’we cplledled. 
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Richard of 
England, in 
Paleftine, 
A.D. 
1191, 

1193. 
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o H A r. memory of r/e Lrion, of tlie Hon-hearted 
prince, Avas long dear and glorious to his Engi 
iifli fubjeas ; and, at the diftance of fixty years, 
it was celebrated in proverbial fayings by the 
grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, againft 
whom he had fought : his tremendous name was 
employed by the Syrian mothers to filence their 
infants; and if an horfe fuddenly darted from 
the way, his rider was wont to exclaim, “ Doll 
“ thou think King Richard is in that bufli” ?’^ 
His cruelty to the Mahometans was the effe6l 
of temper and zeal ; but I cannot believe that a 
foldier, fo free and fearlefs in the ufe of his 
lance, would have defcended to whet a dagger 
againll his Valiant brother Conrad of Montferratj 
who was flain at Tyre by fome fecret affaflins 
After the furrender of Acre, and the departure 
of Philip, the King of England led the crii- 
faders to the recovery of the fea-coaft ; and the 
cities of Cmfarea and Jaffa were added to the 
fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan. A 
inarch of one liundred miles from Acre to Af 
calon, was a great and perpetual buttle of eleven 
days* Iii the diforder of his troops, Saladin 
remained on the field with feventeen guards, 
without lowering his llandard, or fufpending the 

Joinvitle, p. 1 7. Cwdes-tu que ce folt le rol Ricliart ? 

' Yet lie was guilty in the opinion of the Moflems, who atteft the 
confeffion of the aflaflins, that they were fent by the King of England^ 
(Boludin, p. ajj.); and. his only defence is an abfurd and palpable 
turgery (Hift. de rAcademie des Irifcriptions, tom. xvl. p. 155 — 163.)* 
a pretended letter from the prince. of the aflaflins, the Sheich, or old 
man of the mountain, ■who juftified Richard, by affiiming to lumfelf. 
die guiif. or merit-of the ipurder. 
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found of his brazen kettle-drum : he again’ ral- c H A 
lied and renewed the charge j and his preachers . 

or heralds called aloud on the man- 

fully to Hand up againil the Chriftian idola- 
ters. But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was 
irrefiftibie : and it was only by demolilhing the 
walls and buildings of Afcalon, that the fultan 
could prevent them from occupying an impor- 
tant fortrefs on the confines of Egypt. During 
a fevere winter, the armies fiept; but in the 
Ipring, the Franks advanced within a day's 
march of Jerufalem, under the leading ftandard 
of the Englifli King, and his adlive fpirit inter- 
cepted a convoy, or caravan, of feven thoufand 
camels. Saladin had fixed his ftation in the 
holy city j but the city was ftruck -with confter- 
nation and difcord: he failed ; he prayed j he 
preached ; he offered to Ihare the dangers of the 
fiege ; but his Mamalukes who remembered the 
Hate of their companions at Acre, prefled the ful- 
tan with loyal or feditious clamours, to referve /i^s 
perfon and t/ieir courage, for the future defence 
of their religion and empire The Mofleras 
Avere delivered by the hidden, or, as they deemed, 
the miraculous retreat of the Chrillians ” ; and 

■ the 

’’ See the diftrefs and pious firmnefs of Saladim as they are defcribed 
by Bohadin (p. 7 — 9. *35 — »3 7')» liimfelf harangued the defenders 
of Jerufalem ; their fears were not unknown to the enemy (Jacob. 4 
Vitriaco, l.i. c. 100. p. .1133. Vhnfauf, 1 . V. C.50. p. 399.). 

Yet unlefs die fultan, or an Ayoubite prince, remained in Jerufa- 
lem, nec Curdi, Turcis, nec Turci aflent obtemperaturi Curdis (Bo'f 
hadin, p. 1136.), He draws afide a corner of the political curtain. 

” Bohadin (p. »37.}. and even JeShey de- VhufAOf, l.vf. c, i 

jL a p.403*-" 
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c H A F. the laurels of Richard were blafled by the pru- 
dence, or envy, of his companions. The hero, 
afcending an hill, and veiling his face, exclaimed 
with an indignant voice, « Thofe who are un- 
^‘ willing to refcue, are unworthy to view, the 
« fepulchre of ChriE I” After his return to 
Acre, on the news that Jafia was Airprifed by 
the fultan, he failed with fome merchant veffels, 
and leaped foremoE on the beach; the caftle 
was relieved by bis pretence ; and fixty tboufand 
Tarks and Saracens ded before bis arms. The 
di&overy of his weaknefs provoked them to re- 
turn in the morning ; and they found him care- 
lefsly encamped before the gates with only 
feventeen knights and three hundred arehers. 
Without counting their numbers^ be fuftained 
their charge ; and we learn from the evidence 
of his enemies, that the King of England, grafp- 
ing his lance, rode furioudy along their front, 
from the right to the left wing, without meet- 
ing an adverfary who dared to encounter his 
career Am I writing the hiftory of Oriand® 
or Amadis? 

jj. 403 — 409.). afcrite the retreat to Fichard himfelf ? and Jacobus a 
Vitriacoi obferves, that in his impatience to depart, ia alterum virum 
mptatus efl; (p. 1123.). Yet Joinville, a French knight, accufes the 
env)' of Hugh Duke of Burgundy (p. 116.), without fuppofmg, like 
Matthew Paris, that he was bribed by Saladin. 

7 ® The expeditions to Afcalon, Jeiufalem, and Jaffa.} are related by 
Bohadin (p. 184 — a49*) and Ahulfeda, (p. 51,5 a.)* The author of the 
Itinerary, or the monk of S't. Alban’s, cannot exaggerate the cadhi' s 
account of the prowefs of! Richard (Vinifauf, 1. vi. c. 14 — ^4. p. 41 a — 
4ai. Hjft.Majbr, p. 137—143,); and on, the whole of this war, their 
is a marvellous agreement between the Chriftian and Mahometan 
writers, who mutually: praife .t^e virtues o£ their enemies. 

. , ; During 
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. During thefe hoftiliti^s, a 'languid and tedious chap. 
negociation between the Franks and Modems , , 

was darted and continued, and broken, and his treaty 
again refuraed, and again broken. Some a<Sts of 
royal coui'tefy, the giftof fnnw and frjiit, the 119a, s’ep- 
exchange of Norway hawks and Arabian horfes, tember. 
foftened the afperity of religious war : from the 
viciffitude of fuccefs, the monarcdis might learn 
to fufpe(St that Heaven was neutral in the .Quarrel j 
nor, after the trial of each othfer, could either 
hope for a decidve vi6tory The health both 
of Richard and Siiladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining date j and tliey refpedtively fuffered the 
evils of didant and domedic warfare : Plantage- 
net was impatient to punidi a perfidious rival who 
had invaded Normandy in his abfence ; and the 
indefatigable fultan was fiabdued by the cries of 
the people, who was the vi6trra, and of the fol- 
diers, who were the indruiments, of his martial 
zeal. The fird demands of the King of England 
were the reditution of Jerulitlom, Faledine, anR 
the true crofs ; and he firmly declared, that him- 
felf and his brother pilgrims would end tlieir 
lives in the pious labour, rather than return fb 

See tbeprogrefs of negociation and hoftility In Bohadin (p. 307 •- — 
a 6 o.}, wbo was himfelf an a£tor in the treaty. Richard declared his 
intention of returning with new armies to the cdnqueft of the' Holy 
Land ; and Saladin anfwered tlm menace with a civil compliment 
(Vinifauf, I. vi. c. 38. p. 433.). 

The moft copious and original account of this holy war, is Galfridi 
iViVinifauf Itinerarlum Regis Anglorum Richardi et aliorum in Terram 
Hierofolymorum, in fix books, publiflied in the iid volume of Gale’s 
Scriptores Hifi: Anglicanae (p. 347 — 439.). Roger Hoveden and 
Matthew Paris afford lifcewife many valuable materials j and the 
former defcribes with accuracy, the difcipline and navigation of the 
-Englifli fleet. 

L 3 . Europe 
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, Europe with ignominy atid remorfe* But the don^ 
fcience of Saladin refufed, without fome weighty 
eompenfation, . to reftore the idols, or promote 
the idolatry, of the Chriftians : he afferted, with 
equal drinneis, his religious and civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine ; defcanted on the 
importanGe and fan^tity of Jerufalem ; and re« 
jedted all terms of the eflablifliment, or partition, 
of the Latins. The marriage which Richard pro., 
pofed, of his fifter with the fultan's brother, was 
defeated by the difference of faith : the princefs 
abhorred the embraces of a Turk : and Adel, or 
Saphadin, would not eafily renounce a plurality 
of wives. . A perfonal interview was declined by 
Saladin, who alleged their mutual ignorance of 
each other’s language ; and the negociation was 
managed with much art and delay by their in- 
terpreters and envoys. The final agreement was 
equally difapproved by the zealots of both par- 
ties, by the Roman pontiff and the Caliph of 
Bagdad. It was ftipulated that Jerufalem and 
the holy fepulchre Ihould be open, without tri- 
bute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin 
^hriftians ; that, after the demolition of Afcalon, 
they fliould incluffvely poflefs the fea-coaff from 
Jaffa to Tyre 5 that the Count of Tripoli and the 
Prince of Antioch Ihould be comprifed in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three 
months, all hoftilities Ihould ceafe. The princi- 
pal chiefs of the two armies fwore to the obferv- 
ance of the treaty ; but the monarchs were fatis- 
ffed with giving their word and their right band ; 
and the royal majefty was exciifed frolii an oath, 
15 : which 
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wbich always implies feme fufpicioii of falfebood c-H A;?., 
afld diflionour. Richard embarked for Europey . . 

to feek a long captivity and a premature grave ; 
and tile fpace of a few months concluded the life; 
and glories of Saladin, The Orientals defcribo 
his edifying death, which happened at Damafctis j Sakdin, 
but they feem ignorant of the equal diftributioir 
of his alms among the three religions or of 
the dilplay of a fliroud, inftead of a ftandard, td 
admonifli the Eall of the inftability of human 
greatnefs. The unity of empire was dilTolved 
by bis death 5 liis fons were opprefled by the 
ftroiiger arm of their uncle Saphadin ; the hof- 
tile interells of the fultans of Egypt, Damafeus, 
and Aleppo were again revived ; and the 
Eraiiks or Latins Rood, and breathed, and 
hoped, in their fortrelTes along the Syrian coaft, 

The nobleft monument of a conqueror’s fame^ innocent 
and of the terror which he infpired,. is the Sa^ 
ladine tenth, a general tax, which was impoled iai6. 
on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church for the fervice of the holy war. Th.e 
pradlice was too lucrative to expire with the occa- 
fioii ; and this tribute became the foundation of 
all the tithes and tenths on ecclefiaflical benefice^ 
which have been granted by the Roman pontiffs 
to Catholic fovereigns, or referved for the imme- 

Even Vertot p. i5J.) adopts the fooUth notion of the ih' 

difference of Saladin, who profefTed the Koran with his laft breath. 

See the fuqceffion of the Ayoubites, in Abulpharagius (Dynaft. 
p. 477, &c.), and the tables of M. de Guignes, VArt de Verifier les 
Dates, and the Bibliotheque Orientale. . : 

■ L 4 diate 


C H A P. 
XIX. 



r 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

di^te’nfe of the apoftolic fee This pecumarj 
emolument miifl have tended to increafe the in- 
tereft of the popes in the recovery of Paleftine ; 
after the death of Saladin they preached the cru- 
fade, by their epiftles, their legates, and their 
niidionaries j and the accomplifhmentof the pioas 
work might .have been expected from the zeal 
and talents of Innocent the, third Under that 
young and ambitions prieft, the fucceiibrs of St. 
Peter attained the full meridian of their great* 
nefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he exer- 
cifed a defpotic command over the emperors and 
kings, whom he railed and depofed ; over the 
nations, whom an interdict of months or years 
deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the 
exercife of Chrillian worfiiip. In the council of 
the Lateran he adtedas the ecclefiallical, almoll 
as the temporal, fovereign of the Eall and Weft. 
It wa^ at the feet of his legate that John of Eng* 
land fiirrendered his crown ; and Innocent may 
hoaft of the two moft fignal triumphs over fenfe 
and humanity, the eftablifliment of tranfubftan* 
tiation, and the origin of the inquifition. At his 
vnice, two crufades, the fourth and the fifth, were 
undertaken j but except a king of Plungary, the 

Thomaffin (BifcipHne de tpm.UI. p. 31 1 — 374.) has co- 

ploufly treated of the origm, ahufes, and reftriAions of thefe tenth. 
A theory was liarted, but not purfued, that they were rightfully due 
to the pope, a tenth of die Levites’ tenth to the high prieft (Seklen 
on Tithes ; fee his works, toI. iii. p. ii. p. 1083 

See the Qefta Ixmoccafttii HI. in Murat. Script. Eer. Ital. rtom.iii. 
11.486—568.). 
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princes of the fecoiid order were at the head of CHAR 
the pilgrims 5 the forces were inadequate to the 
defign ; nor did the effects corretpond with the 
hopes and wiflies of the pope and the people. 

The fourth crufade was diverted from Syria to Thefourtk 
Conftantinople ; and the. conqueft of the Greek 
or Roman empire by the .Latins will form the 
proper and important fubjedt of the next chapter. 

In the fiftli®% two hundred tlionfand Franks were 
landed at the eaRem mouth df the Nile. They Tte fifth, 
resdbnably hoped that Paleftine mull be fubdiied 
in Egypt, the feat and llorehoufe of the fultan ; 
and, aRer a hege of fixteen months, the Modems 
deplored the lofs of Daraietta. But the Chrif- 
tian army was imined by the pride and infolenoe 
of the legate Pelagius, who,. in .the pope’s name, 
affiimed the chara^er of general: the fickly 
Franks were encompaffed by the waters of the 
Nile and the Oriental forces ; and it . was by the 
evacuation of Daraietta tiiat they obtained .a lafe 
retreat, feme conceffions for the pilgrims, and 
the tardy reftitution of the doubtful relic of the 
true crofs. The failure may in feme meafure be 
aferibed to the ab Life and multiplication of the 
criifades, whicli werd preached at the fame time 
againll the Pagans of Livonia, the Moors of 
Spain, the Albigeois of France, and the kings of 

See the vth crufade, and the fiege of Damietta, in Jacobus a 
tnaco{l. lii. p. 112,5 — 1149, in the Ge^a Dei of Bongarfius), an eye- 
witnefs, Bernard Thefaurarius (in Script, Murilitori, tom. vii. p. 

846, c. 190 — 207.), a contemporary, and Sanutus (Secreta Fidd. 

Crucis, I. iil. p. xi. c. 4 — 9.), a difigent oompHer; and of the Arabiajis, 
Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 394.)* and lihe Extradts at the end of Join- 
villc(p.533. 537. 540. i47j &G.). 
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Sicily of tlie Imperial family In tliefe merito^- 
rious fervices, tlie volunteers might acquire at 
home the fame fpiritual indulgence, and a larger 
meafure of temporal rewards; and even the 
pope’s in their zeal againfl a. domeftic enemy, 
were fometimes tempted to forget the diftrefs of 
their Syrian brethren. From the kll age of the 
crufades they derived the occafional command 
of an army and revenue; and fome deep rea- 
foners have fufpe<Sled that the whole enterprife, 
from the firft fynod of Placentia, was contrived 
and executed hy the policy of Rome. The fuf- 
picion is not founded, either in nature or in fad'. 
The fuccelTors of St. Peter appear to have fol- 
lowed, rather than guided, the impulfe of man- 
ners and prejudice; without much forefight of 
the feafons, or cultivation of the foil, they 
gathered the ripe and Ipontaneous fruits of the 
fuperllition of the times. They gathered thefq 
fruits without toil or perfonal danger : in the 
council of the Lateran, Innocent the third de- 
clared an ambiguous refolution of animating the 
crufaders hy his example; but the phot of the 
facred veffel could not abandon the helm ; nor 
was Palefline ever blefifed with the prefence of a 
Roman pontiff 

To thofe who took the crofs againft Mainfroy, the pope (A. D. 
S J55) granted plenifiimam peccatorum remiffionem. Fideles mlra- 
kntur quod tantura eis promitteret pro fanguine ehriftianorura effun- 
^endo quantum pro cruore infidelium aliquando (Matthew Paris, 
p. 785.). A high flight for the reafon of the xiiith century. 

, This Ample idea is agreeable to the good fenfe of Mofheim (In- 
. ftitut. Hifi. Ecclef. p. 33a.), and the fine philofophy of Hume (Hift. 
of England, vol. i. p. 330.}. 
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The perfons, the families^ and eftates of the c h a p. 
pilgrims, were under the immediate protection , . 

of the popes; and thefe fpiritual patrons foon TiieEmpe- 
claimed the prerogative of directing their opera- 
tions, and enforcing, by commands and cenfures, kftine, 
•the accomplifhment of their vow. Frederic the 
fecond the grandfon of BarbaroiTa, was fiic- 
ceffively the pupil, the enemy, and the victim of 
the church. At the age of twenty-one years, 
and in obedience to his guardian Innocent the 
third, he alTumed the crofs; the fame promife 
was repeated at his royal and Imperial corona- 
tions; and his marriage with the lieirefs of Jerii- 
falem for ever bound him to defend the kingdom 
iof his fon Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in 
age and authority, he repented of the rafli en- 
gagements of his youth: his liberal fenfe and 
knowledge taught him to defpife the phantoms 
of fuperftition and the crowns of Afia: he no 
longer entertained the fame reverence for the 
fucceffors of Innocent ; and his ambition was 
occupied by the reftoration of the Italian mo- 
narchy from Sicily to the Alps. But the fuc- 
cefs of this projeCl would have reduced the 
popes to their primitive fimplicity; and, after 
the delays and excufes of twelve years, they 
urged the Emperor, with intreaties and threats, 
to fix the time and place of his departure for 

The original materials for the crufade of Frederic 11 . may be 
drawn from Richard de St. Germano (in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. 
tom- vii. p. looa — 1013 ) and Matthew Paris (p. a86. 291. 300. 30Z. 

304.). The moft rational moderns are, Fleury (Hift. Ecclef. tom.xvi.), 

Yertot (Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i- L iiu), Giannone (Iftoria Civile 
di Napoli, tom.ii. l.-xvi.}, and Muratori (Ahhali d’ltalia, tom. x.). 

Paleftiiie. 
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Paleftine. In the harbours of Sicily and Apuliaj 
he prepared a fleet of one hundred gallies, and 
of one hundred veflTels, that were framed to 
tranfport and land two thoufand five hundred 
knights with their horfes and attendants; liis 
vaflals of Naples and Germany formed a power» 
ful army : and the number of Englilh crufaders 
was magnified to fixty thoulknd by the report 
of fame. But the inevitable, or affedled, flow- 
nefs of thefe mighty preparations, confumed 
the Hrength andprovifions of the more indigent 
pilgrims ; the multitude was thinned by ficknefs 
and defertion, and the fultry fummer of Calabria 
anticipated the raifchiefs of a Syrian campaign. 
At length the Emperorhoifled fail atBrimdufium, 
with a. fleet and army of forty thoufand men ; 
but he kept the fea no more than three days ; 
and his haily retreat, which was afcribed by his 
friends to a grievous indifpofition, was accufed 
by his enemies as a voluntary and obftinate dif- 
obedience. For fiifpending his vow was Fre- 
deric excommunicated by Gregoiy the ninth ; 
for prefuming, the next year, to accompHih his 
vow, he was again excommunicated by the fame 
pope®^ While he lerved under the banner of the 
crofs, a cnifade was preached againfl him in Italy; 
and after his return he was compelled to aik par- 
don for the injuries which he had fuflered. The 
clergy and military orders of Palefline werepre- 
viouflyinftrmSled to renounce his communion and 

Poor Muratori knows what to think, but. knows ixot what to fay ; 

Chino qui ii capo,”^ &c. p. 

difpute 
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difpute his commamds ; amd in his own kingdom, c 
the Emperor was forced to conifent that the orders 
of the camp Ihoiild be iffued in the name of God 
and of the Chriftian republic. Frederic entered 
Jeriifalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no priefl would perform the office) he 
took the crown from the altar of the holy 
fepulchre. But the patriarch call an interdidt 
on the church which his pretece had profaned; 
and the kn:^hts of the holpilal and temple in- 
formed the fultan how eaiily he might be fur- 
prifed and flain in his unguarded vifit to the river 
Jordan. In iueh a date of fanaticifm and fac- 
tion, victory was hopelefs and defence was dif- 
ficult ; but the concliifioii of an advantageous 
peace may be imputed to the difcord of the 
Mahometans, and their perfonal edeem for the 
charadler of Frederic. The enemy of the church 
is accufed of maintaining with the mifcreants 
an intercourfe of hofpitality and frlendfliip, un- 
worthy of a Chridian ; of defpifing the barren- 
nefs of the land ; and of indulging a profane 
thought, that if Jehovah had feen the kingdom 
of Naples, he never would have fele^ted Palef- 
tine for the inheritance of his chofen people. 
Yet Frederic obtained from the fultan the redi- 
tution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem and Nazareth, 
of Tyre and Sidon : the Latins were allowed to 
inhabit and fortify the city; an equal code of civil 
and religious freedom was ratified for the fec- 
taries of Jefus and thofe of Mahomet; and, while 
the former worlhipped at the holy fepulchre, the 
latter might pray and preach in the mofch of 
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the temple from whence the prophet under- 
took his nocturnal journey to heaven. The' 
clergy deplored this fcandalous toleration j and 
the weaker Modems were gradually expelled ^ 
but every rational objedl of the crufades was 
accompliflied without bloodfbed j the churches 
vrere reftored, the mohafteries were repleniflied; 
and in the fpace of fifteen years, the Latins of 
Jerufalem exceeded the number of fix thoufand. 
This peace and profperity for which they were 
ungrateful to their benefactor, was terminated 
by the irruption of the flrange and favage hords 
of Carizmians Flying from the arms of the. 
Moguls, thofe fhepherds of the Cafpian rolled 
headlong on Syria ; and the union of the Franks 
with the fultans of Aleppo, Heins, and Da- 
malcus, was infufficient to Item the violence of 
the torrent. Wliatever ftood againft them, was 
cut off by the fword, or dragged into captivity: 
the military orders were almoft exterminated in 
a Angle battle j and in the pillage of the city, 
in the profanation of the holy fepulchre, the 
Latins confefs and regret the modefty and dif- 
cipline of the Turks and Saracens. 

. Of the feven crufades, the two laft were un- 
dertaken by Louis the ninth, King of France | 
who loft his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the 

5 “ The clergy artfully confounded the mofch or church of the temple 
with the holy fepulchre, and their wilful error has deceived botli Vertot 
and hihratori. 

■ 5 ' The irruption of the Carizmians, or Corafmins, is related by 
Matthew Paris (p.526. 547.), and by Joinville, Nangis, and the Ara- ■ 
bians (p. Ill, iia. 191, 19a. J30.}. 

. ' coaft 
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€oaft of 'Africa. Twenty-eigiit years after liis 
death, he was canonized at Rome ; and fixty- 
dve miracles were readily found, and foiemnly 
attefted, to juftify the claim of the royal faint 
The voice of hiftory renders a more honourable 
teftimony, that he united the virtues of a king, an 
hero, and a man ; that his martial Ipirit was 
tempted by the love of private and public jus- 
tice j and that Louis was the father of his people; 
the friend of his neighbours, and the terror of 
the infidels. Superflition alone, in all the ex- 
tent of her baleful influence®^, corrupted his 
underflanding and his heart ; his devotion 
Hooped to admire and imitate the begging 
friars of Francis and Dominic ; he purfued with 
blind and cruel zeal the enemies of the faith ; 
and the bell of kings twice defcended from 
his throne to feek the adventures of a fpiritual 
knight-errant. A monkifli hiflorian would have 
been content to applaud the moll def])icable 
part of his charadler •, but the noble and gallant 
Joinville^ who fhared the friendfhip and cap- 
tivity 

Read, if you can, the Life and Miracles of St. Louis, by the coa- 
fcfTor of Queen Margaret (p. ^91 — s^3' Jolnville du Louvre). 

‘J’ He believed all that mother church taught (Joinville, p. ao.), but 
he cautioned Joinville againft difputing with infidels. “ L’omme lay 
« (faid he in his old language) quand il ot medire de la loy Chreftienne, 
“ ne doit pas deffendre la loy Creftienne ne inais que de I’efpee, dequoi 
il doit donner parmi le ventre dedens, tant comme elle y peut 
« entrer” (p. !»,). , 

I have two editions of Joinville, the one (Paris, 168,8) moft valuable 
for the obfervations of Ducange; the other (Paris au Lou we, 1761) 
moft precious for the pure and authentic text, a MS. of which has been 
recently difcovered. The laft editor proves, that the hiftory of St-Louis 
was finfihed A.D. 1309, without e;s:plaiihing, or even admiring, the age 
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tivity of Louis, has traced with the, peacil of 
nature the, free portrait of his virtues as well as 
of his failings.. Erom this intimate knowledges 
we may learn to fufpe^ the political views 
of depreffing their great vaffals, which are fo 
often imputed to the royal authors of the 
crnfades. Above all the princes of the middle 
ageSs Louis the ninth fuccefsfully laboured 
to rellore the prerogatives of the crown ; but 
it was at home, and not in the EafI, that he 
acquired for himfelf and his pofterity 5 his vow 
was the reMt of entholiafm and licknefs ; and 
if he were the promoter, he was likewife the 
victim, of this My madnefs. For the invalion 
of Egypt, Franc© was exhaufted of her troops 
and treafures ; lie covered the fea of Cyprus 
with eighteen hundred fails y the moft modeft 
enumeration amounts to fifty thoufand men j 
and, if we might truft his own confeffion, as it is 
reported by Oriental vanity, he difembarked 
nine thoufand five hundred horfe,.and one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand foot, who performed 
their pilgrimage under the fhadow of his power®*. 

In complete armour, the oriflamme waving 
before him, Louis leaped foremofl on the beach; 
and the flrong city of Bamietta, which had cofl 
his predeceffors a fiege of fixteen months, was 
abandoned on the irfl affault by the trembling 
Moflems. ” But Damietta was the firft and the laft. 
of his conquefts; and ill the fifth and fixth cni- 

of the author, which muft have exceeded ninety years (Preface, p, xl 
Oblervations de Ducange, p. 17.). 

’’’ JoInvill'ej'pL 33. ' Arabic Extra^s; p. 549. 

■fades, 
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lades, tlie famecaufes,almoft on the fame ground, C H A P. 
were produdlive of iimilar calamities After a , , 

ruinous delay, which introduced into the camp 
the feeds of an epidemical difeafe, the Franks ad- 
vanced from the fea-coaft towards the capital of 
Egypt, and ftrnve to furmount the unfeafonable 
inundation of the Nile, which oppofed their pro- 
grefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France difplayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and difcipline : his 
brother, the Count of Artois, llormed with incon- 
iiderate valour the town of MalToura; and the 
carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants of 
Cairo, that all was loft. But a foldier, who after- 
wards ufurped the fceptre, rallied the flying ' 
troops; the main body of the Chriftians was far 
behind their vanguard; and Artois was over- 
powered and flain. A fliower of Greek fire was 
inceffantly poured on the invaders; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs ; all provifions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the fickneft and fa- 
mine ; and about the fame time a retreat was 
found to be necefiary and impra6licable. The 
Oriental writers confefs, that Louis might have 
efcaped, if he would have deferted his fubjedts : 
he was made prifoner, with the greateft part of 
his nobles ; all who could not redeem their lives 

3 ® Xhe laft editors liave enriched their Joinville with large and 
curious extradis from the Arabic hiftorians, Macrizi, Abulfeda, &c. 

See likewife Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. aaa— -325.), who calls him 
by the corrupt name of Redefrans. Matthew Paris (p. 683, 684.) has 
defcribed the rival folly of the French and Engliih who fiiught and fell 
at MafToura. 
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l>7 fervice or ranfom, were inhumanly maffa- 

■ c^ed■, and the walls of Cairo were decorated 
with a circle of Chnftian. heads'’. re in„ 
of France was loaded with chains; bii 
generous viaor, a great grandfon of the biothei 

■ !f Saladin, lent a robe of honour to his royal 
captive', and his deliverance, with that of his 
Miers, was -obtained by reflitutmn ^ 
Damietta"” and the payment of foul bundled 
thoufand pieces of gold. In a foit 

ous climate^ the degenerate children of the 
companions pf Nouroddin and Saladin 
candle of rMng the flower of European chi- 
vahy : they triumphed by the arms of their Haves 
or Mamalulces, the hardy nati-ves of Tartary, who 

at a tenderagehadbeenpurchafed of the Syrian 

•merchants, and were educated in the camp and 
palace of the Sultan. But Egypt foon afiorded 
a new example ofthe danger of prmtonan bands ; 
and the rage of thefe ferocious animals, who had 
been let loofe on the ftrangers, was provoked to 
devour their beiiefaclor. In the pride of con- 
qucil, Touran Shaw, the lafl of his race, was 
murdered by his Mamalukcs ; and the moft 
daring of the affaflins entered the chatnber of the 
captive King, with drawn feymetars, and their 

hands imbriiedin the blood of their Sultan. The 

97 Savary, in his agreeable Lettres fur I’Egypte, has given a defcrlp- 
«iion of Damikta (tort. i. lettre xxiii. p. 274—390.), and a narrative 
of the expedition of St. Louis (.XXV. p. 306 - 350 ‘> • . , , 

9* For the ranfomdjf SfcLouis, a million of byzanls was afleed 
granted; but the Sultan’s generofity reduced that fum to 8 oo,oco byi- 
zauts, which '^e valued by.Joinville at 400,000 Frciu li hvres of his 
own time, and exprelfed by Matthew Paris by loo/oco marks of filver 
(Ducange, Differtation xs-. fur^ JoinviUe). firmne^'s 
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irmnefs of Louis commanded their refpe6l®® ; chap. 
their avarice prevailed over, cruelty and zeal 5 , ^ 

the treaty was accomplilhed j and the King of 
France, with the relics of his army, was per- 
mitted to embark for Paleftine. He wafted four 
years within the walls of Acre, unable to vifit 
J erufalem, and unwilling to return without glory 
to his native countr3% 

The memory of hi^Aufeat excited Louis, after 
fixteen years of wifdom aud repofe, to undertake 
thefeventhandlaftofthecrufades. His finances 
were reftored, his kingdom was enlarged ; a new 
generation of warriors had arifen, and he em- 
barked with frefti confidence at the head of 
thoufand horfe aixd thirty thoufand foot. The 
lofs of Antioch had provoked the enterprife : a 
wild hope of baptizing the King of Tunis, 
tempted him to fteer for the African coaftj 
and the report of an immenfetreafure reconciled 
his troops to the delay of their voyage ’to the. 

Holy Land. Inftead of a profelyte, he found a His death 
fiege; the French panted and died on the burn- 
ing fands; St. Louis expired in his tentj and no ferenth 
fooner had he clofed his eyes, than his fon and 
fuccefibr gave the fignal* of the retreat “ It 

^ The idea of the emirs to choofe Louis for their Sultaii, is ferloufljr 
attefted by Jolnville (p. 77* 78.), and does not appear to me fo abfurd as 
to M. de Voltaire (HiftiGenerale, tom. ii. p. 386, 387.). The Mama-* 
kikes themfclves were ftrangersj. rebels, and equals; they had felt his ’ 
valour, they hoped his converfion: and fuch a motion, which was not 
fecouded, might be made, perhaps by a fecret Chriftian, in their turnul-. • 
tuous aflembly. 

See the expedition -in the Annals of St. Louis, by William de 
Nangis, p. 2,70 — 3,87. and the Arabic Extrai^, p. 545. ^55. of thp 
Louvre edition of- .Toinyille. 

' A 
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c H A P. “ is thus,’’ lays a lively writer, “ that a Chrif- 
h: King died near the ruins of Carthage, 

“ waging war againfl the fe6laries of Mahomet, 
« in a land to which Dido had introduced the 
‘A deities of Syria 

The Ma- A more unjuft and abfurd conftitution cannot 
be deviled, than that which condemns the na- 
° AfS.’ tives of a country to perpetual fervitiide, under 
lajo — ^|je arbitrary dominion of ftrangers and flaves. 
Yet fuch has been the ftate of Egypt above five 
hundred years. The moft illuftrious Sultans of 
the Babarite and Borgite dy|iafties'°% were them^ 
felves promoted from the Tartar and Circalfian 
bands ; and the four-and- twenty beys, pr military 
chiefs, have ever been fucceeded, not by their 
fons, but by their fervants. They produce the 
great charter of their liberties, the treaty of Se- 
lim the Firft with the republic "“^ 5 and the 0th- 
man Emperor ftill accepts from Egypt a flight 
acknowledgment of tribute and fubje6tion. With 
Ibme breathing intervals of peace and order, the 
two dynafties are marked as a period of rapine 


VoUaire, Hift. Generale, tom.u, p. 391. 

.The ehronology of the two dynafties of Mamalukes, the Ba- 
harites, Turks or Tartars of Kipzak, and. the Borgites,Glrcaffians, is 
given by Pocock (Prolegom. ad Abulpharag. p. 6 — 31.) and De 
Guigiies (tom. i. p. *64 — a?o .) } their hiftory from Abulfeda, Ma- 
crizij. &c. to the beginning of the xvth century, by the fame M. de 
Guignes (tom. iv. p. no — saS-). 

“'J Savary,Tiettres fur I’Egypte, tom.ii. lettre xv. p. 189 — ao8. I 
much queftion the authenticity of this copy 5 yet it is true, that Sultan 
Selim concluded a treaty with the Clrcaffians or Maraalukes of Egypt, 
and left them in pofleffion of arms, riches, and power. See a new 
Abrege de THiftoire Ottomane, compofed in Egypt, and tranflated by 
M. Digeon (tom. i. p. 5^—58. Paris, 1781}, a curious, authentic, and 
national hiftory. 
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and bloodftied : but their throne, however 
iliaken, repofed on the two pillars of difcipline 
and valour ; their fway extended over Egypt, 
Nubia, Arabia, and Syria; their Mamalukes were 
multiplied from eight hundred to twenty-five 
thoufand horfe ; and their numbers were in- 
creafed by a provincial militia of one hundred 
and feven thoufand foot, and the occafional aid 
of fixty-fix thoufand Arabs Princes of fuch' 
power and fpirit could not long endure on their 
coaft an hoftile and independent nation ; and if 
the ruin of the Franks was poftponed about forty 
years, they were indebted to the cares of an un- 
fettled reign, to the invafion of the Mogols, and 
to the occafional aid of fome warlike pilgrims. 
Among thefe, the Englifli reader will obferve 
the name of our firfl Edward, who aflTumed the 
crofs in the life-time of his father Henry. At the 
head of a thoufand foldiers, the future conqueror 
of Wales and Scotland delivered Acre from a 
fiege ; marched as far as Nazareth with an army 
of nine thoufand men ; emulated the fame of his 
uncle Richard ; extorted, by valour, a ten years 
truce ; and efcaped, with a dangerous wound, 

SI totum quo regnum occuparunt tempus refpicias, prefertira 
quod fini propius, reperies illud bellls, pugnisj injuriis, ac rapinis 
refertum (A 1 Jannabi, apud Pocockj p. 31.). The reign of Moham- 
med (A.I). 1311 — 1341.) affords an, happy exception (De Guignes, 
tom.iv. p. ao8 — aio.). 

They are now reduced to Sjjoo : but the expenfe of each Mama- 
iuke may be rated at 100 louis ; and Egypt groans under the avarice 
and infolence of thefe ftrangers (Voyages de Volney, tom.i. p. 

J87.). ' 
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CHAV, from the dagger df -a fanatic c^qlJin Aii« 

, tiocli^°% whofe fituation had been lefs expofpd 
Lofs of to the calamities of the holy War, was finally 
occupied and rained by Bondocdar, or Bibars, 
sa68,^ Sultan of Egypt- afid Syria; the Latin princi- 
Jane 13. pality was extinguiflied ; and the fird feat of the 
Ghriltiari ri'dme was 'difpeopled by the daughter 
of feventeeri, and the captivity of one hundred, 
thoofand of -her inhabitants. The maritime 
towns of Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, Berytiis, 
Siddn,’ Tyre, and Jaffa, and the flroriger cafiles 
■‘of the H'ofpitalers and Templars, fuccefiively 
' fell ; and the whole exillence of the Franks was 
confined to the -city and colony of St. John of 
Acre, which is fometimes defcribed by tbe-more 
claffic title of Ptoleinais. 

After the lofs of Jerufalem, Acre ’°®, wbicli is 
^ ■ diftant about feventy miles, became the metro- 

polls of the Latin Chriftians, and was adorned 
wuth firong and ftately buildings, with aquedu6ts, 
an artificial port, and a double wall. The popu- 
lation was increafed by the inc^ant dreams of 
pilgrims and fugitives : in the paufes of hdflility 
the trade of the Baft and W# was attracted to 
this convenient ftation ; and the market could 

See Carte’s Hlftory of England, voLH. p. 165— 1-5'5. and his 
original authors, Thomas Wilkes and Walter Hemingford ( 1 . iii. c. 34, 
35.), in Gale’s Colledlion (torn. ii. p. 97. 589—593.). They are both 
ignorant of the Princefs Eleanor’s piety in fucking the poifoned wound, 
and faving her hulband at the rilk of her own life. 

Sanutus, Secret. Fidelium Crucis, I. iii. p. xii. c. 9. and De Guig- 
nes, Hift. des Huns, tom.iv. p. 143. from the Arabic hiftorians. 

The ftate of Acre is reprefented in all the Chronicles of theiimes, 
and moft accurately in John Villahi, I. vii. c. 144. in Muratori, Scrip- 
‘ tores Reram Italiqarum, toiri. xiii. p. 33 7, 338. 

offer 
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offer tlie produce of every clime and the interpre- 
ters of every tongue. But in thia conflux of na- 
tions, every vice was propagated and pradtifed: of 
all the difciples of Jefus and Mahomet, tlie male 
and female inhabitants of Acre were effeemed 
the moft corrupt ; nor could the abiife of reli- 
gion be corredled by the difeipline of law.. The 
city had many fovereigns, and no government. 
The Kings of Jerufaleha and Cyprus, of tM houfe ' 
of Lu%nan, the princes of Antioch, the counts , 
of Tripoli and Sidon, the great mafters of the 
liofpital, the temple, and the Teutonic order,, 
the republics of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, the 
pope’s legate, the Kings of France and England, 
affumed an independent command j feventeen 
tribunals exercifed the power of life and death ; 
every criminal was protedted in the adjacent 
quarter; and the perpetual jealoiify of the nations 
often burft forth in adffs of violence and blood. 
Some adventurers, who difgraced the enfign of 
the crofs, coinpenfated their want of pay by the 
plunder of the Mahometan villages : nineteen 
Syrian merchants, who traded under the public 
faith, were defpoiled and hanged by the Chrif- 
tians ; and the denial of fatisfadtion juftifled the 
arms of the Sultan Khalil. He marched againft 
Acre, at the head of lixty thoufand liorfe and 
one hundred and forty thoufand foot : his train 
of artillery (if I may ufe the word) was numerous 
and weighty; the feparate timbers of a fingle en- 
gine were tranfported in one hundred -waggons ; 
and the royal hiftorian Abulfeda, who ferved with 
the troops of Hamah, was himfelf a Ipedtator of 
M 4 the 
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CHAP/ the holy war. Whatever might be the vices of 
j T'ranks, their courage was rekindled by en- 
thuliafm and defpair ; but they were torn by the 
difcord of feventeen chiefs, and overwhelmed on 
Theiofs of all tides by the powers of the Sultan. After a 
Acre and Hiege of thirty-three days, the double wall was 
forced by the Modems; the principal tower 
A.D.ia9i. yielded to their engines; the Mamalukes made a 
general adault; the city was llormed; and death 
or flavery was the lot of fixty thoufand Chriftians. 
The convent, or rather fortrefs, of the Templars 
refitted three days longer ; but the great matter 
was pierced with an arrow ; and, of five hundred 
knights, only ten were left alive, lefs happy than 
the vidtims of the fword, if they lived to fuifer on 
a fcafibld in the inijuft and cruel profcription of 
the whole order. The King of Jerufalem, the 
patriarch, and the great matter of the Hofpital, 
etfedted their retreat to the tliore ; but the fea was 
rough, the veflels w'-ere infufiicient ; and great 
numbers of the fugitives were drowned before 
they could reach the itle of Cyprus, which might 
comfort Lufignan for the lofs of Paleftine. By 
the command of the Sultan, the churches and 
fortifications of the Latin cities were demoliflied ; 
a motive of avarice or fear ftill opened the holy 
fepulchre to ibme devout and defencelefs pil- 
grims ; and a mournful and folitary filence pre- 
vailed along the coaft which had fo long re- 
founded with the world’s debate 


See the final expulfion of the Tranks, in Sanutus, I. iii. p. xii. 
G. SI — aa. Abulfeda, Macrizi, &c. in De Guignes, tom. iv. p. i6a.. 
164. and Vertot, tom. i. Liii. p, 407 — 4zB. 
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CHAP. LX. 

Sckijhi of the Greeks and Latins, — State of Con^ 
Jiantinople. — Remit qf the Bulgarians.— -IJaac 
Angelas dethroned by his hj'other Alea;ius. — 

Origin of the fourth Crufade. — Alliance of the 
French and Venetians mth the Son oflfaac.— 

Their oiaml Bwpediiion to Confiantinople . — 

The two Sieges andfnal Conqueji of the City by 
the Latins. 

relloration of the Weftern empire by chap. 

Charlemagne was fpeedily followed by the , 
feparation of the Greek and Latin churches'. A Schifm of 
religious and national animofity ftill divides the 
two largell communions of the Chriftian world ; 
and the fchifm of Conllantinople, by alienating 
her moll ufeful allies, and provoking her moll 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire in the Eall. 

In the courfe of the prefent hillory, the aver- Their 
lion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often 
vilible and confpicuous. It was originally de- 
rived from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, 
after P '' time of Conftantiiie, by the pride of 
equality or dominion ; and Anally exafperated by 
the preference which their rebellious fubje6ls 

' la the fucceffive centuries, from the ixth to the xviuth, Moflieim 
traces the fchifm of the Greeks with learning, clearnefs, and imparti- 
ality ; the (Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 277.), Leo. III. p. 303. 

Photius, p. 307, 3©8. Michael Cerularius, p. 370, 371, &c. 


had 
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CHAP. given to the alliance of the Franks, In 
every age, the Greeks were proud of their fupe- 
riority in profane and religious knowledge : tliey 
had firft received, the light of Chriftiauity ; tliey 
had pronounced the decrees of the feven general 
councils: they alone, polTeffed the language of 
Scripture ^nd. philpfophy ; nor Ihould the Bar- 
barians, iramerfe^ in 'the darknefs of the Weft% 
prefume tp argue on the. high and myfterious 
queftipns .qf theological fcience. Thofe Barba- 
rians delp(fed in their turn the reftlefs and fubtle 
levity of the Orientals, the authors of every he- 
refy *, and bleffed their own fimplicity, which was 
. , . content to .hold the , tradition . of the apoftolic 
church, yet -in the ieventh century, the fynods 
of Spain, and afterwards of France, improved or 

corrupted the Nicene creed, on the myfterious 

Proceffion fubjedl of the third perfon of the Trinity ^ In 
of the Holy the long controvei’fies of the Eaft, the nature 
and generation of the Chrift had been fcrupu- 
louily defined j and the well-known relation of 
father and fon.feemed to convey a faint image to 
the human mind. The idea of birth was lefs ana- 
logous to the .Holy Spirit, who, inftead of a di- 
vine gift or attribute, was confidered by the Ca- 
tholics, as a fubftanqe, a perfon, a god j he was 

* Svcra-e0eig Kai: tx aKorm OLva^vvrig, vtig 

yci§ ’Eo-wf|iy Epift. p. 47. edit. Mon- 

tacut.). The Oriental patriarch continues to apply the images of 
thunder, earthquake, hail, virlld boar, prEecilrfors of Antichrift, 
&c. &c. ■ 

^ The royferipua fpl>je<fl:Gf the proceiEon of the Holy Ghoft, is 
difculTed. in the hilhiricaJ, theological, and controverfial feiife, or non- 
fenfe, by the Jefuit Petarius (Dogmata Theologica, tom. ii. 1. vii. 
p. 362—- 440.}. 


not 
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begotten, ])iit in the orthodox ftyle he c 
ceeded. Did he proceed from. the Father alone, , 

perhaps by the Son, ? or. from .the Father and the 
Soil ? The firfl of thefe ©pinions was , averted by 
-the Greeks, the fecond ]hy.the.X#;ins 5 and the 
addition to the JSfioene .cr^odiof the vfovdijilioque^ 
kindled the flame of difeprd between the Ori- 
ental and the Gallic churches, Jndhe origin of 
the difpute, the floraanpontiils^afle^ed la :ch.a- 
radter of neutrality, and; nioderatiou : they con- 
demned the in,noyation,,h.nt they acquiefced in 
the fentimenti...t>f ?th$ir Tranfalpine brethren: 
they feemed delkous of catling a veil of fllence 
and charity over tlie fuperfluous refearch j and 
in the .correfpondence .of .Charlemagne and. Deo 
the Third, the. Pope alfumes the liberality of . a 
tlatefman, and the Prince defcends to the paf- 
fions and prej udjces of prieft % But the ortho- 
doxy of Rome fpontaneQjufly.'Ohey-^d the impulfe 
^ of her temporal policy.;, and JiUoque,^ whioh 
Leo wiflied to erafe. Was traTfferibeddn the Sym- 
bol and chaunted in the litmgy of the Vatican. 

The Nicene and Athanaflan creed are held as 


•* Before the flirine of St.Peter, he placed t-wo fhields of the weight 
of 94 1 pounds of pure lilver ; on wduch he infcribed the text of both 
creeds (utroque fymbolo) pro ajpore et mw^f/.orthpdoxa: fidei (Anaftaf. 
in Leon. III. in Muratori, tom.iii. pars I. p. 208.). His language moft 
clearly proves that neither the filioque nor the Athanafian creed were 
received at Rome about the year 830. 

® The Miffi of Charlemagne prefled him to declare thSt all who re- 
jedled the fdioque, or at leaft the dot^ne, mufl: be damned. All, re- 
plies the Pope, are not capable of reachmg the altiora mykeria ; qui 
potuerit, et non voluerit, falvus efle non potell (Colledl. Council, 
tom, ix. p. 277—^86.). The feave a large loop-hole 

offelvation! 
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c H A P. Catholic faith, without which none can be 
LX. laved; and both Papifts and Proteftants muft 
^ now fuftain and return the anathemas of the 

Greeks, who deny the proceffion of the Holy 
Ghoft from the Son, as well as from the Father, 
Variety of Such articles of faith are not fufceptible of 
treaty; but the rules of difcipline will vary in 
piine. remote and independent churches ; and the 
reafon, even of divines, might allow’, that the 
difference is inevitable and harmlefs. The craft 
or fuperftition of Rome has impofed on her 
priefts and deacons the rigid obligation of celi- 
bacy ; among the Greeks it is confined to the 
bilhops ; the lofs is compenfated by dignity or 
annihilated by age ; and the parochial clergy, the 
pE^pas, enjoy the conjugal fociety of the wives 
whom they have married before their entrance 
into holy orders. A qiiefHon cencerning the 
Azyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh cen- 
tury, and the efience of the Eucharifl was fup- 
pofed in the Eafl and Weft to depend on the 
life of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I 
mention in a ferioushiftory the furious reproaches 
that were urged againft the Latins, who for a 
long while remained on the defenfive ? They 
neglected to abftain, according to the apoftolical 
decree, from things ftrangled, and from blood : 
they failed, a Jewifh obfervancel on the Satur- 
day of each week; during the firft week of Lent 
they permitted the ufe of milk and cheefe ; their 

infirm, 

® In France, after fome Jiariher Jaws, the eccIefiafticaF difci- 
pline is now relaxed ; milk, cheefe, and butter, are become a 

perpetual. 
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mfiriii monks were indulged in the tafte of flefli *, c H A P. 
and animal greafe was fiibHituted for the want of , , 

vegetable oil : the holy chrifin or unction in bap- 
tifm was .referved to the epifcopal order : the 
biiliops, as the bridegrooms of their churches, 
were decorated with rings ; their priefts fhaved 
their faces, and baptized by a Angle immerfion. 

Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal 
of the patriarchs of Conftantinople ; and which 
were juftified with equal zeal by the do6tors of 
the Latin church \ 

Bigotry and national averfion are powerful Ambitious 
magnifiers of every objedt of difpute ; but the 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may Patriarch 
be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, 
who maintained the fupremacy of the old metro- with the 
polls fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital, 
inferior to none, in the Chriftiaii world. About 857-886. 
the middle of the ninth century, Photiiis % an 
ambitious layman, the captain of the guards and 
principal fecretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more defirable office of patriarch of 
Conftantinople. In fcience, even eccleliaftical 
Ibience, he furpalfed the clergy of the age ; and 
the purity of his morals has never been ira- 


perpetual, and eggs an annual, indulgence in Lent (Vie prlvee des 
Pranjois, tom. ii. p. a? — 38.). 

’ The original monuments of the fchifm, of the charges of the 
Greeks againft the Latins, are depoQted in the epiftles of Photius 
(Epift. Encyclica, ii. p. 47 — 61.) and of Michael Cerularius (Canifii 
Antiq, Ledltones, tom. iii. p.i. p. a8i— 3*4, edit. Bafnage, with the 
prolix anfwer of Cardinal Humbert). 

® The xth volume of the Venice edition of the Councils contains 
all the aiSls of the fynods, and hiftory of Photius : they are abridged, 
with a faint tinge of prejudice or prudence, by Lupin and Fleury. 

peached j 
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P. peached ; but his ordination was hafty, his rife 
was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre- 
decelTor, was yet fupported by the public com- 
paffion and the obftinacy of his adherents. They 
appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the Firft, 
one of the proiideft and inofl afpiring of the 
Roman pontiffs, who embraced the welcome op- 
portunity of judging and condemning his rival 
of the Eall, Their quarrel was embittered by 
a conflidl of jurifdi6lion over the King and nation 
of the Bulgarians ; nor was their recent con- 
verfion to Chriftianity of much avail to either 
prelate, unlefs he hbuld number the profelytes 
among the tabje(^4’ of his power. With the 
aid of his court 'the' Greek patriarch w^as vic- 
torious j blit in ' the furious conteft he depofed 
in his turn the fucceffor of St. Peter, and in- 
volved the Latin church in the reproach of 
herefy and fchifm. Photiiis facrificed the peace 
of the world to a'lliort and precarious reign: 
he fell with his patron, the Cmfar Bardasj and 
Bafil the Macedonian performed an a6l of juf- 
tice'in the reiloration of Ignatius, whofe age 
and dignity had' hot been fufficienty refpedled. 
Prom his monaftery, or priforn, Photius folicited 
the favour of the Emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery ; and the eyes of his rival were 
fcarcely clofed, when he was again reflored to the 
throne of Conliaritwople. After the death of 
Bafli, he experienced the viciffitudes of courts 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupil: the patriarch 
was again depofed, and in his laft folitary hours 
he might regret the freedom of a fecular and 
‘‘ ' ftudious 
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iludioiis life. In each revolution, the breath, 
the nod, of the fovereign had been accepted by a 
fubmiffive cldrgy ; and a fynod of three hundred 
bifliops was always prepared to hail the triumph, 
or to ftigmatize the fall, nf the holy, or the exe- 
crable, Photius®. By a delufive promife of fuc- 
cour or reward, the Popfes were tempted-to coun- 
tenance thcfe various ptoceedings j and the fy- 
nods of Coiiftantihoiile were fatified by their 
epiftlcs or legates. ’BuPtlie"6dh/t ^tfd fh6 people,' 
Ignatius and PhbtmH; equa^il^* adverle to 
their claims j theif 'minifbei^s wele ihfiilted orim- 
prifoned j the proceffioH of the 'Htoly Ghotl was 
forgotten ; Bulgaria was for eVei' annexed to the 
Byzantine throne; and the fell ifiii ^as pVoldhgect 
by the rigid cenfure of all the mtiltipllM ordina- 
tions of an irregular patriarch. The darkhefs 
and corruption of the tenth century fufpehded 
the intercourfe, without reconciling the minds, 
of the two nations. Bnt when the Norman fword 
rellored the churches of Apuli to the jurifdidtioii 
of liome, the departing flock wds warned, by d 
petulent epillle of the Greek patriarch; to' avoid 
and abhor the errors of the Latins. The riling 
majelly of Rome could no longer brook tile iu- 
folence of a rebel ; and Michael Gerularius was 
excommunicated in the heart of Conftantinople 
by the Pope’s legates. Shaking the dull from 

5 The fynod of Conftantinople, held in the year 869, is the vllith of 
the genera] councils, the laft afienjbly of the Eaft which is recognifecl 
by the Roman church. She rejeefts the iyndd of Conftantinople of die 
years 867 and 879, which were, however, equally numerous andnbilf; 
but they were favourable to Photius. ■ 

their 
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CHAP, tlieir feet, they depofited on the altar of St.So- 
. phia a direful anathema^, which enumerates the 
Conftanti- feven mortal herefies of the Greeks, and devotes 
SieGrSks teachei'S, and their unhappy le^aries, 

a.d! to the eternal fociety of the devil and- his angels. 
^^S4> According to the emergencies of the church and 
July i6. ^ friendly correfpondence was fometimes 

refumed j the language of charity and concord 
was fometimes aife6ted j but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors j the Popes have 
never repealed their fentence ; and from this 
thunderbolt we may. date the confummation of 
the fchifm. It was enlarged by each ambitious 
Hep of the Roman pontiifs : the Emperors 
bluflied and trembled at the ignomMous fate 
of their royal brethren of Germany j. and the 
people was fcandalized by the temporal power 
and military life of the Latin clergy 
Enmity of Xhe averlioii of the Greeks and .Latins was 
atdLSnt noiiriflied and manifefted in the three firft ex- 
A.D. peditions to the Holy Land. Alexius Comnenus 
iioo— contrived the abfence at lead of the formidable . 

1300 . , ' . ■ 

pilgrims : his fticcelTors, Manuel and Ifaac An- 
gelus, confpired with the Modems for the ruin of 
the greateft princes of the Franks ; and their 
crooked and malignant policy was feconded by the 
active and voluntary obedience nf eyesry ^rder of 

See this anathema in the Councils, torti. jsS. p. 145 1460. 

” Anna Comnena (Alexiad, l.i. p. 31 — 33.)reprefents the abhor- 
rence not only ofthe church, but of the palace, for Gregory VII., the 
popes, and the Latin communion. The ftyle of Cinnamus and 
INicetas is ftill more vehement. Yet how calm is the voice of hiftory 
compared with that of polemics ! 


their 
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their fubje6ls. Of this hoftile temper, a large C H a p. 
portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the ditFe- , 

rence of language, drefs, and manners, which 
fevers and alienates the nations of the globe. 

The pride as Well as the prudence of the fove- 
reign was deeply wounded by the intrufion of 
foreign armies, that claimed a right of traverling 
his dominions, and palling under the walls of his 
capital ; his fubjedls were infulted and plundered , 
by the rude fbrangers of the Weft, and the hatred 
of the pufillahimous Greeks was fliarpeiied by 
fecret envy of the bold and pious eiiterprifes of 
the Franks. But fhefe profane caiifes of national 
enmity were fortified and inflamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind embrace, an- 
. hofpitable reception from their Chriftian brethren 
of .the Eaft, every tongue was taught to repeat 
the names of fchifmatic and heretic, more odious 
to an ortliodox ear than thofe of pagan and in- 
fidel j inftead of being loved for the general con^- 
formity of faith and worfliip, they were abhorred 
for fome rules of difcipline, fome queftions of 
theology, in which. themfelves or' their teachers 
might differ from the Oriental church. In the 
crufade of Louis the Seventh, the Greek clergy 
waflied and purified, the altars which had been 
. defil ed by, the, facrific^- of a French prieil. The 
companion^ of, Frederic Barbaroffa deplore the 
injuries which tjiey endured, both in word and 
deed, from the peculiar, rancour of the biihops 
and monks. Their prayers and fermofs excited 
the people againft the impious barbaj’i an s ; and 
the patriarch is accufed of declaring, that the 
VOL, xr, ' ■ N ■ faithfui 
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c H A P. faitfiful ttiiglit obtain the redemption of all their 
fins by the extirpation of the fchifmatics An 
enthiifiaft, named Dorotheus, alarmed the fears 
and reftbred the confidence of the Emperor, by 
a prophetic afllirance, that the German heretic, 
after afiaulting the gate of Blach ernes, would be 
made a fingle example of the divine vengeance. 
The pafiage of thefe mighty armies were rare 
and perilous events 5 but the crufades introduced 
a frequent and familiar intercourfe between the 
two nations, which enlarged their knowledge 
TheLatlns Without abating their prejudices. The wealth 
atConftan- luxury of Couflantinople demanded the pro- 

du6tions of every climate ; thefe imports were 
balanced by the art and labour of her numerous 
inhabitants ; her lituation invites the commerce 
of the world, and, in- every period of her ex- 
igence, that commerce has been in the haiids 
of foreigners. After the decline of Amalphi, 
the Venetians, Pifans, and Genoefe introduced 
their factories and fettlements into the capital 
of the empire : their fervices were rewarded 
with honours and immunities ; they acquired the 

■ ” His anonymous Wftorian (de'Expedit. Afiat. Fred. I. in Canifii 
Leition. Antiq. tom. lii. pars ii..p, yit. edit. Balhage) mentions the 
fermons of the Greek patriarch, quomodo Grscls injunxerat in remif- 
fionem peccatorum peregrmos qccidefe et delere de terra. Tagino 
obferves (In Scriptores Freher. tom. i. p. 409. edit. Struy.) Grasci htere- 
ticos nos appellant : clerici et monacM didlis et fadlls perfequuntur. 
We may add the declaration of - the Emperor Baldwin fifteen years 
afterwards ; Hsec eft (g-f&f) quse Latinos omnes lion hominum nomine, 

. fed canum dignabatur; quorum fanguinera effundere pene inter me- 
rita reputabant (Gefta Innocent. HI. c. 9a. in Muratori, Script. Re- 
nim Italicarura, tom. Hi. pars i. p. 536.). There may be- fome ■ ex- 
aggeration, but it was as effectual for the action and re-a6rion of 
liatred. 

polTefiioi 
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poffeffion of l ands and houfes; their families were c 
multiplied by marriages with the natives ; and 
after the toleration of a Mahometan mofque, it 
was impoffible to interdidl the churches of the 
Roman rite The two wives of Manuel Gdm- 
nenus W'ere of the race of the Franks j the fij'li, 
a iifter-in-law of the Emperor Conrad ; the fc- 
cond, a daughter of the Prince of Antiocli : he 
obtained for his fon Alexius a daughter of Philip 
Auguftus King of France ; and he bellowed his 
own daughter on a marquis of Montferrat, who 
was educated and dignified in the palace of 
Conllantinople. The Greek encountered the 
arms, and afpired to the empire of the Well ; 
he elleemed the valour, and trulled the fidelity 
of the Franks ; their military talents were 
unfitly recompenfed by the lucrative offices of 
judges and treafurers ; the policy of Manuel 
had folicited the alliance of the pope j and the 
popular voice accufed him of a partial bias to 
the nation and religion of the Latins"^ During 

See Anna Comnena (Alexiad. Lvi, p. i6i, i6a.) and a remark 
able paflage of Nicetas (in Manuel. I. v. c. 9.) who obferves of the 
Venetians, na'iet Jt«i (pparptaj tm. KavramvavroAiv TV55 owstaj 

>)A7vc4|ayTO, &c. 

Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 186, 187. 

Nicetas in Manuel. 1 . vii. c. %. Reghante enim (Manuele) .... 
apud eum tantam Latinus populus repererat gratiam ut neglecSU? 
Grasculis fuls tanquam viris mollibus et effceminatis, . . folis La- 
tinis grandia comraitteret negotia .... erga eos profusa liberalitate 
abundabat . ... ex omni orbe ad eum tanquam ad benefacSlorem no- 
biles et ignobiles concurrebant. Willerm. Tyr. xxii. c. 10. 

The fufpicions of the Greeks would have been confirmed, if they 
had feen the political epiftles of Manuel to Pope Alexander III. the 
enemy of his enemy Frederic L, in which the Emperor declares his 
wifli of uniting the Greeks and Latins as one flock under one Ihepherd? 

&c. (See Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. xv. p. 187, ai3. 
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liis reign, and that of his fucceffor AlexiuSj, 
they were expofed at Conftantmople to the re- 
proach of foreigners, heretics, and favourites j 
and this triple guilt was feverely expiated in 
the tumult, which announced the return and 
elevation of Andronicus The people rofe 
in arms ; from the Afiatie fliore the tyrant dif- 
patched his troops and gallies to allift the na- 
tional revenge, and the hopelefs refiftance of 
the Grangers ferved only to juftify the rage and 
tharpen the daggers of the affaffins. Neither 
age, nor fex, nor the ties of friendlhip or kin- 
dred, could fave the viQ;ims of national hatred, 
and avarice, and religious zeal ; the Latins 
were flaughtered in their houfes and in the^ 
ilreets; their quarter was reduced to afhes, 
the clergy were burnt in their churches, and 
the lick in their hoijHtals ; and foine eftimate 
may be formed of the llain from the clemency 
which fold above four thoufand Ghriftians in 
perpetual davery to the Turks. The priefts 
and monks were the loudeft and moft adtive in 
the deltrudtion of the fchifmatics j and they 
chaunted a thankfgiving to the Lord, when the 
head of a Roman cardinal, the pope’s legate, was 
levered from his body, faftened to the tail of a 
dog, and dragged, with lavage mockery, through 
the city. The more diligent of th e flrangers had 
retreated on thefirft alarm to their velTels, and 

. See the Greek and Latfn narratives in Nicetas (in Alexip Cam- 
iieno, c. 10.) and William of Tyre (i. xxii. c. 10, ii, 13? 13.); the 
ih'ft foft and concife, tlie fecond loud,, copious, and tragicd. 

efcaped 
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efcaped tliroogh the Hellefpont from the fcene C H,A E. 

biood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged . . 

two hundred miles of the fea-coafl; infli6ted a 
fevere revenge on the giiiltlefs fubje 61 :s of the 
empire; marked' the priefls and monks as their 
peculiar enemies; and compenlated, by the ac- 
cumulation of plunder, the lofs of their property 
and friends. On their return, they expofed to 
Italy and Europe the wealth and weaknefs, the 
perfidy and malice, of the Greeks, whofe vices 
were painted as the genuine chara6lers of herefy 
and fchifm. The fcruples of the firft crufaders 
had negle 61 :ed the faireft opportunities of fecur- 
ing, by the polfeflion of Conftantinople, the way 
to the Holy Land : a domeftic revolution in- 
vited, and almoft compelled the French and 
Venetians to achieve the conquetl of the Roman 
empire of the eafl;. 

In the feries of the Byzantine princes, I have Reign and 
exhibited the hypocrify and ambition, the ty- 
ranny and fall of Andronicus, the laft male of Angelas, 
the Comnenian family who reigned at Conftan- 
tinople. The revolution, which caft him head- ^119^ 
long from the throne, faved and exalted Ilaac Sept. i a. 
Angelus who defcended by the females from 
the fame Imperial dynafly. The fucceffor of a 
fecond Nero miglit have found it an eaiy taflv to 
deferve the efteem and aife^ion of his fiibjeiRs j 

The hlftory of the reign of Tfaac Angelas is compofed, In three 
books, by the fenator Nicetas (p. aa8-r-39o.) ; and his offices of logo- 
thete, or principal fecretary, and judge of the veil or palace, could not 
bribe the impartiality of the hiftorian. He wrote, it is true, after the 
fall aijid death of his bencfa(5lor. 

>■3 
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c H A P. they fometimes had reafon to regret the adminif- 
LX. tration of Andronicus. The found and vigorous 
mind of the tyrant was capable of difcerning the 
conne6tion between his own and the public in» 
tereft: and while he was feared by all who could 
infpire him with fear, the unfufpeaed people, and 
the remote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
jullice of their mafler. But his fucceffor was 
vain and jealous of the fupreme power, which he 
wanted courage and abilities to exercife ; his 
vices were pernicious, his virtues (if he polTeffed 
any virtues) were ufelefs to mankind ; and the 
Greeks, who imputed their calamities to his neg- 
ligence, denied hini the merit of any tranfient or 
accidental benefits of the times. Ifaac flept on 
the throne, and was awakened only by the found 
of pleafure: his vacant hours were amufed by 
comedians and bufibons, and even to thefe buf- 
foons the Emperor was an obje6t of contempt ; 
his feafts and buildings exceeded the examples 
of royal luxury ; the number of his eunuchs 
and domeftics amounted to twenty thoufand ; 
and a daily fum of four thoufand pounds of 
filver would fwell to four millions fterling the 
annual expence of his houfehold and table. His 
poverty was relieved by oppreffion j and the pub- 
lic difcontent was inflamed by equal abufes in 
the collection, and the application of therevenue. 
While the Greeks numbered the days of their 
fervitude, a flattering prophet, whom he rewarded 
with the dignity of patriarch, alTured him of a 
long and victorious reign of thirty-two years j 
during which he ihould extend his fway to Mount 

Libanus, 
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Libaniis, and liis conquefts beyond the Eu- C H A P. 
phrates. But his only ftep towards the accoin- , 
plifliment of the predi6tion5 was a fplendid and 
fcandalous embaffy to Saladin % to demand the 
reftitution of the holy fepulchre, and to propofe 
an olfenlive and defenfive league with the enemy 
of the Chriftian name. In thefe unworthy 
hands, of Ifaac and his brother, the remains of 
the Greek empire crumbled into duft. The 
ifland of Cyprus, whofe name excites the ideas 
of elegance and pleafure, was iifurped by his 
namefake, a Comnenian prince ; and by a 
llrange concatenation of events, the fword of 
our Englifh Richard bellowed that kingdom on 
the hoiife of Lufignan, a rich compenfation for 
the lofs of Jerufalem. 

The honour of the monarchy, and the fafety Revolt of 
of the capital, were deeply wounded by the re- 
volt of the Bulgarians and Walachians. Since A.D. 
the victory of the fecond Balil, they had fupt 
ported, above an hundred and feventy years, 
the loofe dominion of the Byzantine princes ; 
but no effectual meafures had been adopted to 
impofe the yoke of laws and. manners on thefe 
favage tribes. By the command of Ifaac, their 
foie means of fubfillence, their flocks and herds, 
were driven away^ to contribute towards the 
pomp of the royal nuptials; and their fierce 

’9 See Boliadin, Vlt. Saladin. i»9— 7131, aa6. verf. Schultens. 

The araba.flador of Ifaac was equally verfed. in the Greek, French, and 
Ai-abic languages 5 a rare inftance in thofe times. , His embaffies were 
received with honour, difmilled withoutefieft, and reported with fcan- 
d.al in the Weft. ' 

N 4 
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CHAP, warriors were exafperated by the deniah of equal 
» rank and pay in the military fervice. Peter 

and Afen, two powerful chiefs, of the race of 
the ancient kings % aflerted their own rights 
and the national freedom : their demoniac im- 
poflors proclaimed to the crowd, that their 
glorious patron StDemetriiis had for ever de- 
ferted the caufe of the Greeks : and the con- 
flagration fpread from the banks of the Danube 
to the hills of Macedonia and Thrace. After 
fome faint efforts, Ifaac Angelas and his brother 
acquiefced in their independence j and the Im- 
perial troops were foon difcouraged by the 
bones of their fellow-foldiers, that were fcat- 
tered along the paffes of Mount Haemus. By 
the arms and policy of John or Joanices, the 
fecond kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly efta-_ 
blifhed. The fubtle Barbarian fent an embafly 
to Innocent the Third, to acknowledge himfelf 
a genuine fon of Borne in defcent and religion • 
and humbly received from the pope, the licenfe 
of coining money, the royal title, and a Latin 
archbifliop or patriarch. The Vatican exulted 
in the fpiritual conquefl .of Bulgaria, the firft 
obje«5t of the fchifiii; and if the Greeks could 

” Ducange, FaTOilise, Dalmatics, p. 318, 319, 320. The original 
Gorrefpondence of the Bulgarian King apd the Roman pontiff, is in- 
fci'Ibed in the Gefta Innocent. Ill, c. 66- — 82. p. 313. jaj. 

The Pope acknowledges his pedigree, a nobili urbis Romte pro- 
fapia genitores tui originera traxerunt. This tradition, and the ftroug 
refeniblance of the Latin and Wallachian idioms, is explained by M. 
D’Anville (Etats de I’Europe, p. 258—263.). The Italian colonies of 
the Dacia of Trajan were fwept away by the tide of emigration from 
the Danube to the Volga, and brought back by another wave froid the 
Volga to tlic Danube, Poflible, but ftrange 1 

5 
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fiave preferved tlie prerogatives of the church, chap. 
they would gladly have refigned the rights of the 
monarchy. - 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray ufarp- 
for the long life of Ifaac Angelus, the fureft 
pledge of their freedom and profperity. Yet of Alexius 
their chiefs could involve in the fame indifcri- 
minate contempt, the family and nation of the 
Emperor. In all the Greeks,” faid Afan to 
his troops, “ the fame climate, and character, ^ 
and education, will be produ6live of the fame 
“fruits. Behold my lance,” continued the war- 
rior, “ and the long flreamers that float in the 
“wind. They differ only in colour 5 they are 
“ formed of the fame filk, and fafhioned by the 
“ fame workman ; nor has the flripe that is 
“ flained in purple, any fuperior price or value 
“ above its fellows Several of thefe can- 
didates for the purple fucceflively rofe and fell 
under the empire of Ifaac: a general who had 
repelled the fleets of Sicily, was driven to revolt 
and ruin by the ingratitude of the prince ; and 
his luxurious repofe was difturbed by fecret con- 
fpiracies and popular infurre6lions. The Em- 
peror was faved by accident, or the merit of his 
fervants : he Avas at length opprefled by an 
ambitious brother, who, for the hope of a pre- 
carious diadem, forgot the obligations of nature, 
of loyalty, and of friendfhip*^ While Ifliac in 
. , f. / the 

” This parable is In tbe beft favage ftyle; but I wifli the Walach 
iiad not Introduced the claffic name of MyCans, the experiment of 
the magnet or loadftone, and the paiiage of an old comic poet (Nicetas, 
in Alex. Comneno, 1 . 1 , p. 299, 300.). 

The Latins aggravate the ingratitude of Alexius, by foppofing 

that 
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tlie Thracian vallies purfued the idle and foHtary 
pleafures of the chafe, his brother, Alexius An» 
gelus, was invefted with, the purple, by the una» 
nimous fulfrage of the camp; the capital and 
the clergy fublcribed to their choice ; and the 
¥anity of the new fovereign rejedled the name 
of his fathers for the lofty and royal appellation 
of the Comnenian race. On the defpicable cha- 
radler of Ifaac I have exhaufted the language of 
contempt ; and can only add, that in a reign of 
eight years, the bafer Alexius^^ was fupported by 
the mafculine vices of his wife Euphrofyne. The 
firfl intelligence of his fall was conveyed to the 
late Emperor by the hoftile afpedb and purfuit of 
the guards, no longer his own ; he fled before 
them above fifty miles as far as Stagyra in Ma- 
cedonia 5 but the fugitive, without an object or 
a follower, was arrefted, brought back to Con- 
dantinople, deprived of his eyes, and confined 
in a loiiefome tower, on a fcanty allowance of 
bread and water. At the moment of the revo- 
lution, his fon Alexius, whom he educated in 
the hope of empire, was twelve years of age. 
He was fpared by the ufurper, and reduced to 
attend his triumph both in peace and war 5 but 
as the army was encamped on the fea-fliore, an 
Italian veffel facilitated the efcape of the royal 
youth ; and, in the difguife of a common failor, 

that he had been releafed hy his brother Ifaac from Turkifli captivity. 
This pathetic tale had doubtlefs been repeated at Venice and Zara ; 
hut I do not readily difcover its grounds in the Greek hiftorlans. 

=+ See the reign of Alexius Angelas, or. Comnenus, in the three 
books of Nicetas, ptjtgi— 35 a, 

■ ■ ■ " - -'V- ■ he 
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be eluded the fearch of his enemies, paffed the c n A p, 
Heliefpont, and found a fecure refuge in the ifle ^ 

of Sicily. After faluting the threfliold of the 
apoftles, and imploring the protection of Pope 
Innocent the Third, Alexius accepted the kind 
invitation of his lifter Irene, the wife of Philip of 
Swabia, King of the Romans. But in his paftage 
through Italy, he heard that the flower of 
Weftern chivalry was affembled at Venice for 
the deliverance of the Holy Land : and a ray of 
hope was kindled in his bofom, that their invin- 
cible fwords might be employed in his father’s 
reft oration. 

About ten or twelve years after the lofs of Je- The fourth 
rufalem, the nobles of France were again fum- 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third 1191! 
prophet, lefs extravagant, perhaps, than Peter 
the Hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the 
merit of an orator and a ftatefman. An illiterate 
prieft of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of 
Neuilly^^, forfook his parochial duty, to alTume 
the more flattering character of a popular and 
itinerant miflionary. The fame of his fanClity 
and miracles was Ipread over the land ; he de- 
claimed, with feverity and vehemence, againft 
the vices of the age ; and his fermons, which he 
preached in the ftreets of Paris, converted the 
robbers, the ufurpers, the proftitutes, and even 
the doctors and fcholars of the univerfity. No 
fooner did Innocent the Third afcend the chair 

See Fleur)'', Hift. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. a6, &c, and Villehardouin, 

N’ I. with the obfervations of Ducange, which I always mean to 
quote with the original text. 
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of St. Peter than he proclaimed in Italy, Ger- 
many, and France, the obligation of a new cru- 
fade^^ The eloquent pontiff defcribed the ruin 
of Jerufalem, the triumph of the Pagans, and 
the fliame of Chriftendom : his liberality pro- 
pofed the redemption of fins, a plenary indul- 
gence to all who fhould ferve in Paleftine, either 
a year in perfon, or two years by a fubflitute®’’ i 
and among his legates and orators who blew the 
facred trumpet, Fulk of Neuilly was the loiidefl 
and moft fuccefsful. The fituation of the prin- 
cipal monarchs was averfe to the pious fummons. 
The Emperor Frederic the Second was a child 5 
and his kingdom of Germany was difputed by 
the rival houfes of Brunfwick and Swabia, the 
memorable factions of the Guelphs and Ghibe- 
lines. Philip Auguflus of France had performed, 
and could not be perfuaded to renew, the 
perilous vow ; but as he was not lefs ambitious 
of praife than of power, he cheerfully infli- 
tuted a perpetual fund for the defence of the 
Holy Land. Richard of England was fatiated 
with the glory and misfortunes of his firft ad- 
venture, and he prefumed to deride the ex- 
hortations of Fulkof Neuilly,who wasnotabaflied 
in the prefence of Kings. ‘‘ You advife me,” 
faid Plantagenet, “ to difmifs my three daugh- 

The contemporary life of Pope Innocent III., publilhed by Baluze 
and Muratori (Scriptores Rerum Italicarqm, tom. iii. pars i. p.486— 
568.), is moft valuable for the important and original documents which 
are inferted in the text. The bull of the crufade may be read, c. 84, 85. 

Por-ce que cil pardon, fut iffi gran, ft s’en eimeurent multii 
cuers des genz, et mult s’en croifierent, porce que li pardons ere ft gran. 
ViHehardouin, N° I. Our pMofophers may refine on the caufes of 
the crufades, but ftich were the genuine feelings of a French knight. 

tors. 
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« ters, pride, avarice, and incontinence : I be- C H A p. 
«« queatli them to the mofl deferving ; my pride , 

« to the knights-templars, my avarice to the 
“ monks of Cifteaux, and my incontinence to 
the prelates.^* But the preacher was heard 
and obeyed by the great vaffals, the princes of 
the fecond order j and Theobald, or Thibaut, 

Count of Champagne, was the foremoft in the 
holy race. The valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty-two years, was encouraged by the domef 
tic examples of his father, who marched in the 
fecond crufade, and of his elder brother, who had 
ended his days in Paleftine with the title of King 
of Jerufalem : two thoufand two hundred knights 
owed fervice and homage to his peerage : the Embraced 
nobles of Champagne excelled in all the exercifes 
ofwar^®j and, by his marriage with the heirefs France/ 
of Navarre, Thibaut could draw a band of hardy 
Gafcons from either fide of the Pyrensean moun- 
tains. His companion in arms w'as Louis, Count 
of Blois and Chartres j like himfelf of regal li- 
neage, for both the princes were nephews, at 
the fame time, of the Kings of Prance and 
England. In a crowed of prelates and barons, 
who imitated their zeal, 1 diilinguilli the birth 
and merit of Matthew of Montmorency 5 the 
famous Simon of Montfort, the fcourge of the 

This number of fiefs (of which 1800 owed liege homage) was 
enrolled in the church of St. Stephen at Troyes, and attefted A. D. 
iai3, by the' marlhal and butler of Champagne (Ducange, Obferv. 

P-!^54-)- , 

Campania .... militi® privilegio fingularius excelllt . . . . in ty- 
ro'ciniis .... prolufione armorum, &c. Ducange, p. *49, from th» 
old Chronicle of Jerufalem, A. D. iiy?' — 1199. 

• Albigeois ; 
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Albigeois ; atid a valiant noble, Jeffrey of Ville<« 
hardouin^®, marfhal of Champagne^', who has 
condefcended, in the rude idiom of his age and 
country 3% to write or dilate an original nar» 
rative of the councils and a6lions in which he 
bore a memorable part. At the fame time, 
Baldwin Count of rianders, who had married 
the filter of Thibaut, allumed the crofs at 
Bruges, with his brother Henry and the prin- 
cipal knights and citizens of that rich and in- 
duftrious province The vow which the chiefs 
had pronounced in churches, they ratified in 
tournaments: the operations of the war were de- 
bated in full and frequent affemblies*, and it was 
refolved to feek the deliverance of Paleftine in 
Egypt, a country, fince Saladin’s death, which 

The name of Villehardouiii was taken from a village and caftle 
in the diocefe of Troyes, near the river Aube, between Bar and Arceis. 
The family was ancient and noble ; the elder branch of our hiftorian 
exifted after the year 1400, the younger which acquired the piincipality 
of Achaia merged in the houfe of Savoy (Ducange, p. 235— a'45.). 

■ 5 ' This office was held by his father and his defcendants, but Du- 
cange has not hunted it with his ufual fagacity. I find that in the 
year 1356, it was in the family of Conflans ; but thefe provincial, 
have been long fince eclipfed by the national, marlhals of France. 

^ This language, of which I fball produce fome fpecimens, is ex- 
plained by Vlgenere and Ducange in a verfion and gloflary. The pro- 
fident Des Brofles (Mechauifine des Langues, tom. ii. p. 83.), gives k 
as the example of a language which ha? ceafed to be French, and Is 
underftood only by grammarians. 

His age and his own exprellion, moi qui cefte oeuvre diifa(N'^ 6 Z) 
&c.), may juftify the fufpicion (more probable than Mr. Wood’s on 
Homer), that he could neither read nor write. Yet Champagne may 
boaft of the two firft hiftorians, the noble authors of Fi-ench profe, Ville- 
hardouin and Joinville. 

^ The crufade and migns of the courts of Flanders, Baldwin and 
his brother Henry, are the fubjedl of a particular hiftory by the Jefiiit 
DoutremensCConftantinopoIisBelgica; Turnaci, 1638, in 4to.), which 
I have only feen with the eyes of Ducange. 
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was almofl ruined by famine and civil war. But G H A P- 
the fate of fo many royal armies difplayed the . , 

toils and perils of a land expMition j and, if the 
Meinings dwelt along the ocean, the French 
barons were deftitute of {hips and ignorant of 
of navigation. They embraced the wife refo- 
liition of chufing fix deputies or reprefentatives, 
of whom Villehardouin was ope, with a difcre- 
tionary truft to diredl the motions, and to pledge 
the faith, of the whole confederacy. The ma- 
ritime ftates of Italy were alone polTeffed of the 
means of tranfporting the holy warriors with 
their arms and horfes ; and the fix deputies pro- 
ceeded to Venice to folicit, on motives of piety 
or intereft, the aid of that powerful republic. 

In the iiivafion of Italy by Attila, I have men- state of 
tioned the flight of the Venetians from the the Vene- 
fallen cities of the continent, and their obfcure 
flielter in the chain of iflands that line the ^97— 
extremity of the Adriatic gulf. In themidil of 
the waters, free, indigent, laborious, and inac- 
ceflible, they gradually coalefced into a repub- 
lic : the firft foundations of Venice w^ere laid in 
the ifland of Rialto *, and the annual ele 6 tion of 
the twelve tribunes was fuperceded by the per- 
manent office of a duke or doge. On the verge 
of the two empires, the Venetians exult in the 
belief of primitive and perpetual independence^®* 

Againft 

Hiftoryj &c. vol.vL p. ia6— 

The foundation and independence of Venice, and Pepin's in- 
Tafion, are difcufled by Pagi (Critica, tom.iii. A,D, 8io, ^“4, See.) 
and Beretti (Diflert. Chorograph. Italic medii in Mvt~ 

ratori. ■ Script, tom. x» P' The Wo critics have a ^ 
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Againft the Latins, their antique freedom has 
been afferted by the fword, and may be juf. 
tified by the pen. Charlemagne himfelf refigned 
all claim of fovereignty to the itlands of the 
Adriatic gulph; his fon Pepin was repulfed in 
the attacks of the lagunas or canals, too deep 
for the cavalry, and too fliallow for the veffels | 
and in every age, under the German Caefars, the 
lands of the republic have been clearly diftin- 
guiflied from the kingdom of Italy. But the in- 
habitants of Venice were confidered by them- 
felves, by llrangers, and by their fovereigns, as 
an inalienable portion of the Greek empire in 
the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs of their 
fubje6lion are numerous and unqueftionable ; 
and the vain titles, the fervile honours, of the 
Byzantine court, fo ambitioufly folicited by their 
dukes, would have degraded the magillrates of, 
a free people. But the bands of this dependance, 
which was never abfokite or rigid, were imper- 
ceptibly relaxed by the ambition of Venice and 
the weaknefs of Conflantinople. Obedience w^as 
Ibftened into refpebt, privilege ripened into pre- 
rogative, and the freedom of domeftic govern- 

bias, tlie Frenchman adverfe, the Italian favourable to the re- 
public. 

'When the fon of Charlemagne aflerted his right of fovereignty, 
he was anftvered by the loyal Venetians, oVt QeXojXsv mon to t 

iSoicriKm; (Conftantin. Poi-phyrogenit, de Adminiftrat. Irape- j 

rii, pars ii. c. xt. p. 8j.)j and the report of the ixth, eftablifhes the 
fadl of the xth centiuy, which is confirmed by the embafly of Liut- ; 

prand of Cremona. The annual tribute, which the Emperor allows 
them to pay, to the King of Italy, alleviates, by doubling their I'ervi- i 

tude ; but the hateful word hxoi muft be tranflated, as in the charter 
of S3 7 (Tangier, Hift. d6 Venice, tom. i. p. 67, &c.), by the fofter ap- 
ppliatioi) or JIdeles. ’ » 
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ment was fortified by the independence of fo- c 
reign dominion. The maritime cities of Iftria 
and Dalmatia bowed to the fovereigns of the 
Adriatic 5 and when they armed againfl the 
Normans in the caufe of Alexius, the Emperor 
applied, not to the duty of his fubje6ts, but to 
the gratitude and generolity of his faithful 
allies. The fea was their patrimony : the 
Weftern parts of the Mediterranean, from Tuf- 
cany to Gibraltar, were indeed abandoned to 
their rivals of Pila and Genoa ; but the Vene- 
tians acquired an early and lucrative fiiare of 
the commerce of Greece and Egypt. Their 
riches increafed with the increafing demand of 
Europe : their manufa^ures of filk and glafs, 
perhaps the inftitution of their bank, are of high 
antiquity; and they enjoyed the fruits of their 
induftry in the magnificence of public and pri- 
vate life. To aflert her flag, to avenge her in- 
juries, to proteclil the freedom of navigation, the 
republic could launch and man a fleet of an 
hundred gallies ; and the Greeks, the Saracens, 
and the Normans, were encountered by her 
naval arms. The Franks of Syria were aflilled 
by the Venetians in the redudtion of the fea- 
coaft ; but their zeal was neither blind nor dif- 
interefled; and in the.conqueft of Tyre, they 
ihared tho fovereignty of a city, the firft feat of 

See the xxvth and xxxth diff^ations of the Antiquitatea medii 
^vi of MnratorL From Anjlerfon’s Ftiftory; of Commerce, I under- 
ftand that the Venetians did •not trade to England before the year 1313. 
The moft flonriihing Hate of their -wealth and commerce in the begin- 
ning of the x^'th century, is jagreeably defcribed by tbe Abbe Dubos 
(Hift. de la Ligue Cambray, toro.ii. p. 443>r-48o.). 
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CHAP, the cotiimerce of the world. The policy oi 
, , Venice was marked by the avarice of a tradings 

and the iiifolence of a maritime, power ; yet her 
ambition was prudent ; nor did llie often forget 
that if armed gallies were the effedt and fafe- 
guard, merchant vefTels were the caufe and fup- 
ply, of her greatnefs. In her religion ihe avoided 
the fchifm of the Greeks, without yielding a fer- 
vile obedience to the Roman pontiff; and a free 
intercourfe with the infidels of every clime ap- 
pears to have allayed betimes the fever of fiiper- 
ftition. . Her primitive government was a loofe 
mixture of democracy and monarchy : the doge 
was elected by the votes of the general affembly ; 
as long as he was popular and fuccefsf’ul, he 
reigned with the pomp and authority of a prince ; 
but in the frequent revolutions of tlie ftate, he 
was depofed, or banifiied, orflain, by the jullice 
or injuflice of the multitude. The twelfth cen- 
tury produced the firff rudiments of the wife 
and jealous ariflocracy, whicli has reduced the 
doge to a pageant, and the people to a 
cypher 

Alliance of "When the fix ambaffadors of the French pil- 
Itd^eue- arrived at Venice, they were hofjpitably en- 
tians. tertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the reign- 

3 ' The VenetlaJis have been flow in \vriting and publifliing their iilf- 
tory. Their moft ancient monuments are, i. The rude Chronicle 
(perhaps) of John Sagomiims (Venezia, 1765, in odtavo), which repre- 
fents the ftate and manners of Venice in the year 1008. a. The 
larger hlftory of the doge (1343 — 1354.) Andrew Dandolo, pubiiflied 
for the firft time in the xiith tom. of Muratori, A.D. 1728. The Ilii- 
tory of Venice by the Abbe Tangier (Paris, 1728), is a work of loni'r 
merit, -which I have cliiefly ufed for the conflitutional part. 
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sHgduke: his name was Henry Dandolo'^''; and CHAP, 
he fhone in the laft period of human life as one . 

of the moll illullrious charadlers of the times. a.d,i3oi, 
Under the weight of years, and after the lofs of 
his eyes'*", Dandolo retained a found itnderfland- 
ing and a manly courage ; the lj3irit of an hero, 
ambitious to lignalize his reign by fome memo- 
rable exploits ; and the wifdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and ad- 
vantage of his country. He praifed the bold 
enthuliafm and liberal confidence of the barons 
and their deputies ; in fuch a caufe, and with 
fuch afibciates, he lliould afpire, were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life 5 but he was the 
fervant of the republic, and foine delay was re- 
quifite to cohfidt, on this arduous bufinefs, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The propofal of 
the French was firfl debated by the fix Jciges 
who had been recently appointed to controul 
the adminiftration of the doge : it was next dif- 
clofed to the forty members of the council of 
Hate; and finally communicated to the legif- 


Henry Dandolo was eighty-four at his eletStion (A. D. 119a), and 
ninety-feven at his death (A. D xms-). See the Obfervations of Du« 
cange fur Villehardouin, N 304. But this enctraordinary longevity 
is not obferved by the original writers, nor does there exift another 
example of an hero near an hundred years of age. Theophraftus 
might afford an inftance of a writer of ninety-nine 5 but inftead o£ 
evv£p>i>covTa (Prooem. ad Charadter.), I am much inclined to read 
with his laft editor Fifcher, and the firft thoughts of Ca* 
faubon. It is fcarcely polfible that the powers of the mind and body 
ftiduld fupport themfelves till fuch a period of life. , 

The raodern Venetians (Laugier, tom.ii. p. 119.) accufe the Em- 
peror Manuel ; but the calumny is refuted by Villehardouin and the old 
■KTiters, who fiipp^fe that Dandolo loft his eyes by a wownd (N" ^4, 
and Ducange). 
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lative alTembly of four hundred and fifty repre^ 
fentatives, who were annually chofen in the fix 
quarters of the city. In peace arid war, the 
doge was Hill the chief of the republic; his 
legal authority was fupported by the perfonal 
reputation of Dandolo ; his arguments of public 
interefl were balanced and approved; and he 
was authorifed to inform the ambafladors of the 
following conditions of the treaty It was 
propofed that the crufaders Ihould alfemble at- 
Venice on the feaft of St. John of the enfuing 
year : that flat-bottomed veflels fliould be pre- 
pared for fouf thoufand five hundred horfes, and 
nine thoufand fquires, With a number of fliips 
fufficient for the embarkation of four thoufand 
five hundred knights, and twenty thoufand foot 
that during a term of nine months they fliould 
be fuppiied with provifions, and tran {ported to 
whatever coall the fervice of God and Chriflen- 
dom fiiould require ; and that the republic 
fiiould join the armament with a fquadron of 
fifty gallies. It was required, that the pilgrims 
fliould pay, before their departure, a fum of 
eighty-five thoufand marks of filver; and that 
all conquefts, by fea and land, fliould be 
equally divided between the confederates. 
The terms were hard ; but the emergency was 
prefling, and the French barons were not lefs 
profufe of money than of blood. A general 
aflembly was convened to ratify the treaty ; the 
ftately chapel and place of St. Mark were filled 

- See the orjgii\al traty la the Cbonicle of Andrew DandoW 
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with ten thoufand citizens; and the noble de- q 
puties were taught a new lelTon of humbling 
tliemfelves before the inajefty of the people. 

“ Illuftrious Venetiansj” faid the marlhal of 
Champagne, “ we are fent by the greateft and 
mofl powerful barons of France, to implore 
the aid of the niafters of the fea, for the deli- 
“ verance of Jerufalem. Theyhave enjoined us 
“ to fall proftrate at your feet; nor will we rife 
“ from the ground, till you have promifed to 
avenge with us the injuries of Chrift.” The 
eloquence of their words and tears their martial 
afpedl, and fuppliant attitude, were applauded 
by an univerfal fhoiit; as it were, fays Jeffrey, 
by the found of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge afcended the pulpit to urge their requefl 
by thofe motives of honour and virtue, which 
alone can be offered to a popular affembly ; the 
treaty was tranfcribed on parchment, attefled 
with oaths and feals, mutually accepted by the. 
weeping and joyful reprelentatives of France 
and Venice; and difpatched to Rome for. the 
approbation of Pope Innocent the third. Two 
thoufand marks were borrowed of the mer- 
chants for the fell expences of the arma- 
ment. Of the fix deputies, two repafied the 
Alps to announce their fuccefs, while their, 
four companions, made a fruitlefs. trial of the- 

A reader of Villehardouln muft obferve the frequent tears of the. 
marfhal and his brother knights. Sachiez que la ot mainte lerme ploree 
de pltie (N°,i7.); mult plorant'(ibid.); .n^nte lerme ploree (N' 34.) ; 
fi orent mult pitib et plorerent mult durement (N^ 60-); i ot mainte 
lerme ploree de pltie aoa.); They we6p on every occsfion of 
grief, joy, or devotion. * 

03 zeal 


198 

C H A P. 



Aflembly 
and depar- 
ture of the 
crafade 
from Ve- 
nice, A.D. 
laoa. 

oa. 8. 


BECLIK:&-.ANI) MLt 

zeal and emulation of tlie republics of Geno^ 
and Pifa. 

The execution of the treaty was ftill oppofed by 
unfovefeen difficulties and delays- The marflialy 
on his return to Troyes, was embraced and ap- 
proved by Thibaiit Count of Champagne, who 
had been unanimoiifly cbofen general of the con- 
federates, But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined, and foon became hopelefsj and 
he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire, not in a field of battle, but on a 
bed of flcknefs. To his brave and numerous vaf 
fals, the dying ptince diflributed his treafures i 
they fwore in his prefence to accomplifli his vow 
and their own j but fome there were, fays the 
marfhal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited 
their word. The more refoliite champions of the 
crofs held a parliament at SoifTons for the elec- 
tion of a new general, but fuch was the incapa- 
city, or jealoufy, or reluctance, of the princes of 
France, that none could be found both able and 
willing to affume the conduCt of the enterprife. 
They acquiefced in the choice of a flranger, of 
Boniface Marquis of Montferrat, defcended of a 
race of heroes, and himfelf of confpicuoiis fame 
in the wars and negotiations of the times^^f nor 
could the piety or ambition of the Italian chief 
decline this honourable invitation. After vifi ting 
the French court, where he was received as a 

By a vi^ory (A. D. 1191.) over the citizens of Afti, by a cru^cTe 
tQ, Palefline, and by an embafly from the Pope to the German princes 
(Muratori, Annali D’ltalia, tom. x, p. 263. »03.). 
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fiieiid and kinfman, the marquis, in the church <3 H A P, 
of Soiffons, was in veiled with the crofs of a pil- , ^ . 

grim and the ilaffof a general ; and immediately 
repaired the Alps, to prepare for the diftant ex- 
pedition of the Eail. About the feilival of the. 
Peotecoft he difplayed Ms banner, and marched 
towards Venice at the head of the Italians : he 
was preceded or followed by the Counts of Flan- 
ders and Blois, and the moil reipe^lable barons 
of France 5 and their numbers were fwelied by 
the pilgrims of Germany whofe olyedl and 
motives were iirailar to their own. The Vene- 
tians had fullilled, and even furpaifed, their en- 
gagements : ilables were conflru6led for the 
horfes, and barracks for the troops 5 the maga- 
zines were abundantly repleniilied witli forage 
and provifions ; andThe fleet of traniports, Ihips 
andgalUes, was ready to hoiilfail, as foon as the' 
republic bad received the price of tbe freight and 
armament. But that price far exceeded the wealth 
of the crufaders who were affembled at Venice* 

The Flemings, whofe obedience to tlieir Count 
was voluntary and precarious, had embarked in 
their veflels for the long navigation of the ocean 
and Mediterranean; and many of the French 
and Italians had prefeiTed a cheaper and more 
convenient paflage from Marfeilles and Apulia 
to the tloly Land. Each pilgrim might com- 


•*5 See the crufade of the Germans in theHIftoria C. P. of Gunther 
(Canifu Antiq. Ledl. tom.iv. p. v-— vlii,), who celebi-ates the pilgrimage 
of his abbot Martin, one of the preaching rivals of Fulk of Ncuilljv 
His monafteiy, of the Ciftercian order, was fituate lfl the diocefe of 
Bafil. 
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CHAP plain, that after he had furnillied his owii con- 
, tribution, he was made refponfible for the defi- 
ciency of his abfent brethren : the gold and filver 
plate of the chiefs, which they freely delivered 
to the treafnry of St. Mark, was a generous but 
inadequate facrifice ; and after all their efforts, 
thirty-four thoufand marks were flill wanting to 
complete the ftipulated fura. The obftaclfe was 
removed by the policy and patriotifm of the doge, 
who propofed to the barons, that if they would 
join their arras in reducing fome revolted cities 
of Dalmatia, he would expofe his perfon in the 
holy war, and obtain from the republic a long 
indulgence, till fome wealthy conquefl fhould 
afford the means of fatisfying the debt* After 
much fcruple and hefitation, they chofe rather 
to accept the offer than to rllinquifh the enter- 
prife ; and the firfl hoftiiities of the fleet and 
Siege of army were directed againft Zara'“^, a ftfong city- 
Nov^io. Sclavonian coaft, w'hich had renounced its 

allegiance to Venice, and implored the protec- 
tion of the King of Hungary^’. The criifaders 
burft the chain or boom of the harbour ; landed 

Jadera, now Zara, was a Roman colony, which acknowledged An- 
guftus for its parent. It is now only two miles round, and contains five 
or fix thoufahd inhabitants ; but the fortifications are ftrong, and it is 
joined to the main land by a bridge. See the travels of the two com- 
panions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage de Dalmatie, de Grece, &c. tom.i. 
p. 64--70. Jouniey into Greece, p. 8—14.); the lafi of whom, by 
miftaking Sejieriia for Sejisrti'h values an arch with fiatues and columns 
at twelve pounds. If, in his time, there were no trees near Zara, the 
cheny'-trees were not yet planted wliich produce our incomparable 
nsiva/quin, 

•’’Katona (Hift- Critica Reg. Hungarise, Stirpis Arpad. tom.iv. 
P'53d 5 j 8.) collcdls all the fadls and teftiraonies, moft adverfe to 
the conquerors of Zara. 
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tli6ir liorfes, troops, and military engines ; and CHAP* 
compelled the inhabitants, after a defence of . . 

five days, to furrender at difcretion : their lives 
were fpared, but the revolt was puniflied by the 
pillage of their houfes and the demolition of 
their walls. The feafon was far advanced ; the 
French and Venetians refolved to pafs the win- 
ter in a feciire harbour and plentiful country ; 
but their repofe was difiiirbed by national and 
tumultuous quarrels of the foldiers and mari- 
ners. ' The conquefl of Zara had fcattered the 
feeds of difcord and fcandal j the arms of the 
allies had been ftained in their outfet with the 
blood, not of infidels, but of Chriftians : the 
King of Hungary and his new fubjedls were * 

themfelves enlifted under the banner of the 
crofs j and the fcruples of the devout, were 
magnified by the fear or laffitude of the reluc- 
tant, pilgrims. The Pope had excommunicated 
the falfe crufaders who had pillaged and maffa- 
cred, their brethren and only the Marquis 
Boniface and Simon of Montfort efcaped tbefe’ 
fpiritual thunders ; the one by his abfence from 
the liege, the other by his final departure from 
the camp. Innocent might abfolve the fimple 
and fubmilfive penitents of France j but he was 
provoked by the llubhorn reafon of the Vene- 
tians, who refufed to confefs their guilt, to ac-’ 
cept their pardon, or to allow, in their temporal 
concerns, the interpofition of a prielL 

See the whole tranfadion, and tihe fentiments of the Pope, In the 
Epiftles of Innocent III. Gefta, 0.86,87,88. 

The 



mi BECLINE AND EALE 

CHAP. Tile affembly of fuch formidable powers by 
, fea and land, bad revived the hopes of young 
Alliance ef Alexius ; and, both at Venice and Zara, he fo»- 
ftecrufa- amis of the crufaders, for his own 

t4 Greek reftoratioii and his father’s deliverance. The 
prince, the royjji joiitli was recommended by Philip King 
aSs. of Germany i his prayers and prefence excited 
the compaffion of the camp 5 and his caufe was 
embraced and pleaded by the Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat and the Doge of Venice. A double alli- 
ance, and the dignity of Cmfar, had connected 
with the Imperial family the two elder brothers 
of Boniface^': he eXpeSfeed to derive a kingdom 
^ from the important fervicej and the more geiie- 

rous ambition of Bandolo was eager to lecure the 
inellimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accrue to his country Their influence 
procured a favourable audience for the ambafla- 


A modern reader Is furprifed to hear of the valet de Conftanfinople, 
as applied to young Alexius, on account of his youth, like the infants 
of Spain, and the nobili£i 7 mu puer of the Romans. The pages and valets 
of the knights were as noble as themfelves (Villehardouin and Ducange, 

The Emperor Ifaac is ftyledby Villehardouin, Surfac (lSf’35, &c.), 
which may be derived from the French Sire, or the Greek Kvp (aupwcy 
melted into its proper name j the farther corruptions of Turfac and 
Conferac will inftnid us what licence may have been ufed in the old 
dynafties of Aflyria and. Egypt- 

Reliiier and Conrad : the former married Maria, daughter of the 
Emperor Alanuel Comnenus 5 the latter was the hufband of Theodora 
Angela, filler of the Emperors Ifaac and Alexius. Conrad abandoned 
the Greek court and princefs for the glory of defending Tyre againft 
Saladin (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 187. 403.). 

Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno. c. 9.) accufes the doge and 
Venetians at the firft authors of the war againft Conftantinople, and 
coiifiders only as a xu/*3s ujrijj Kvpaai) the arrival and ftiameful oilers 
of the royal exile. 
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dors of Alexius 5 and if tbe magnitude of his c i-i A F. 
offers excited fome fufpicion, the motives and , 

rewards which he difplayed might jullify the 
delay and diverfion of thofe forces which had 
been confecrated to the deliverance of Jerufalem. 

He promifedj in his own and his father^s name, 
that as icon as they lliould be feated on the 
throne of Conflantinople, they -would terminate 
the long fchifm of the Greeks, and fubmit them- 
felves and their people to .the lawful fbpremacy 
of the Romifh church. He engaged to recom- 
penfe the labours and merits of the criiladers, 
by the immediate payment of two hundred thou- 
fand marks of filverj to accompany them in 
perfon to Egypt j or, if it fliould be judged 
more advantageous to maintain, during a year, 
ten thoufand men, and, during his life, five hun- 
dred knights, for the fervice of the Holy Land. 

Thefe tempting conditions were accepted by 
the republic of Venice f and the eloquence of 
the doge and marquis perfuaded the Counts of 
Flanders, Blois, and St. Pol, with eight barons • 
of France, to join in tbe glorious enterprife. A 
treaty of offenfive and defenlive alliance was 
Confirmed by their oaths and fealsj and each 
individual, according to his lituation and cha* 
radler, was fwayed by the hope of public or pri- 
vate advantage ; by the honour of refloring an 
exiled monarch; or by the fincere and probable 
opinion, that their efforts in Palelline, would be 
fruitlefs and unavailing, and that the acquifitipn 
of Conflantinople mufl precede and prepare the 
recot^ery of Jerufalem, But they were the chiefs 

or 
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CHAP, or equals of a valiant b^nd of freemen and volmi«. 
, teers, who thought and adled for themfeives : the 

foldiers and clergj were divided ; and, if a large 

majority fubfcribed to the alliance, the numbers 
and arguments of the diffidents were ftrong and 
refpedlable^^. The boldeft hearts were appalled 
by the report of the naval power and impregnable 
ftrength of Conftantinople ; and their apprehen- 
lions were difguifed to the world, and perhaps to 
themfeives, by the more decent objedlions of 
religion and duty. They, alleged the fandlity of 
a vow, which had drawn them from their families 
and homes to the refcue of the holy fepulchre ; 
nor (liould the dark and crooked councils of 
human policy divert them from a purfuit, the 
event of which was in the hands of the Almighty. 
Their hrH offence, the attack of Zara, had been 
feverely punilhed by the reproach of their con- 
fcience and the cenfures of the Pope; nor would 
they again imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their fellow-chriffians. The apoffle of Rome 
had pronounced; nor would they ufurp the 
right of avenging with the fword the fchifm of the 
Greeks and the doubtful ufurpation of the Byzan- 
tine monarch. On thefe principles or pretences, 
many pilgrims, tjie moft diftinguiflied for their 
valour and pietj^ withdrew from the camp ; and 
their retreat was lets pernicious than the open 
or fecret oppofition of a difcontented party, that 

« Vlllehardoiim and Gunthur reprcfent the fentlments of the two 
patties. The abbot Martin left the army at Zara, proceeded t® 
Pajeftlne, was fent ambaflador to Conftantmople, and became a re- 
laOaatit witnefs of the fecoaid fiege. 

laboured. 
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laboured, on every occafion, to feparate the army chap- 
and difappoint the enterprife. 

Notwithllanding this defection, the departure voyag« 
of the fleet and army, was vigoroufly preffed by from Zara 
the Venetians ; whoie zeal for the fervice of the tbopi^^” 
royal youth concealed a juft refentment to his a.I).i 203, 
nation and family. They were mortified by the 
recent preference which had been given to Pifa, 
tile rival of their trade ; they had a long arrear 
of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzan- 
tine court ; and Dandolo might not difcourage 
the popular tale, that he had been deprived of 
his eyes by the Emperor Manuel, who perfi- 
dioufly violated the fan 6 lity of an ambaflador. 

A limilar armament, for ages, had not rode the 
Adriatic ; it was compofed of one hundred and 
twenty flat-bottomed velTels or palanders for the 
horfes ; two hundred and forty tranfports filled 
with men and arms; feventy ftorelhips laden 
with provifions ; and fifty ftout gallies, well pre- 
pared for the encounter of an enemy While 
the wind was favourable, the Iky ferene, and the ’ 
water fmooth, every eye was fixed witli wonder 
and delight on the fcene of military and naval 
pomp which overfpread the fea. The ftiields of 
the knights and fquires, at once an ornament 
and a defence, were arranged on either fide of 
the Ihips; the banners of the nations and 

Tlie birth and dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the motive 
and the means of fearching in the archives of Venice the memorable 
ftory of his anceftor. His bre\ity feems to aecufe the copious and 
more recent narratives of Sanudo (in Muratori. Script. Rerum Itali- 
*aruin> tom. xxii.)> Blondus, Sabellicus, and Rhamnufms. 
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families were difplayedfrom the ftern j our modern 
artillery was fupplied ty three hundred engines 
for calling ftones and darts : the fatigues of the 
way were cheered with the found of mufic j and 
the fpirits of the adventurers were raifed by the 
mutual alfuraiice, that forty thoufand Chriftian 
heroes were equal to the conquell of the world 
In the navigation from Venice and Zara, the 
fleet was fuccefsfully fteered by the Ikill and ex- 
perience of the Venetian pilots; at Durazzo, 
the confederates firll landed on the territories 
of the Greek empire : the ifle of Corfu af- 
forded a ilation and repofe ; they doubled with- 
out accident the perilous cape of Malea, the 
fouthern point of Peloponnefus or the Morea ; 
made a defcent in the iflands of Negropont and 
Andros ; and call anchor at Abydus on the 
Aflatic lide of the HellelJjont. Thefe preludes 
of conquefl were eafy and bloodlefs; the Greeks 
of the pro’iances, without patriotifm or courage, 
were cruflied by an irreliftible force ; the pre- 
fence of the lawful heir might juflify their obe- 
dience ; and it was rewarded by the modefty 
and difcipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 
through the Hellefpont, the magnitude of their 
navy was comprefled in a narrow channel; and 

Villehardouin, N° 6 a,. His feelings and exprelfions are original 5 
he often weepsj but he rejoices in the glories and perils of war with a 
Ipirlt unknown to a fedentary -RTiter. 

* ' In this voyage almoft all the geographical names are corrupted 
by rile L.yins.^ I'he modem appellation of Chalcis, and all Euboea, is 
derived from its Euripust Evripo, Negri-po, Negropont^ which dii- 
Aonours our maps (D’AnviHe, Geograiihie Ancienne, tom. i. p. 
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tlie flice of tlie waters was .darkened with innu- c HAP. 
merable fails. They again expanded in the bafon 
of the Propontis, and traverfed that placid fea, 
till they approached the European Ihore, at the 
abbey of St. Stephen, three leagues to the weft 
of Conftantinople. The prudent doge difluaded 
them from difperling themfelves in a populous 
and lioftile land ; and, as their ftock of provi- 
fions was reduced, it was refolved, in the jfealbn 
of harveft, to replenifli their ftorelliips in the 
fertile iflaods of the Ih'opontis. With this refo- 
lution, they diredled their courfe ; but a ftrong 
gale, and their own impatience, drove them to 
the eaftward j and lb near did they rim to the 
iliore and the city, that fome vollies of ftones and 
darts were exchanged between the lliips and the 
rampart. As they palfed along, they gazed with 
admiration on the capital of the Eaft, or, as it 
ihould feera, of the earth ; rifing from her feven 
hills, and towering over the continents of Eu- 
rope and Aha. The fwelHng domes and lofty 
fpires of hve hundred palaces and churches were 
gilded by the fun and reflected in the waters ; 
the walls were crowded with foldiers and Ipec- 
tators, whofe numbers they beheld, of whofe 
temper they were ignorant ; and each heart was 
chilled by the reflection, that, flnce the begin- 
ning of the world, fuch an enterprife had never 
been undertaken by fuch an handful of warriors. 

But the momentary apprehenfion was difpellcd 
by hope and valour ; and every man, fays the 
marflial of Champagne, glanced his eye on the 
fword or lance which he muft fpeedily ufe in the 

glorious 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


soB 

CHAP, glorious conflift “'L The Latins caft anchor be- 
fore Chalcedon ; the mariners only were left in 
the veffelsj the foldiers, horfes, and arms, were 
fafely landed ; and, in the luxury of an Imperial 
palace, the barons tailed the firft fruits of their 
fuccefs. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Afiatic fuburb of 
Conftantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horle was furprifed and defeated by four- 
fcore French knights ; and in a halt of nine days, 
the camp was plentifully fupplied with forage and 
provifions. 

Fruitkfs Xh relating the invafion of a great empire, it '' 
negocia- feem ftrange that I have not defcribed the 

obftacles which Ihould have checked the progrefs 
of the ftrangers» The Greeks, in truth, were an 
iinwarlike people j but they were rich, indiiftri- 
ous, and fubjedl to the will of a Angle man ; had 
that man been capable of fear, when his enemies 
w'ere at a diflance, or of courage, when they ap- 
proached his perfon. The firfl rumour of his 
nephew’s alliance with the French and Venetians 
was defpifed by the ufurper Alexius ; his flatterers 
perfuaded him, that in his contempt he was bold * 
and fincere ; and each evening in the clofe of the 
banquet, he thrice difcomfited the Barbarians of 
the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been j uftly ter- 
rified by the report of his naval power j and the 
Axteen hundred fifliing boats of Conftantinople'* 

could 

Et fachiez que il ne ot fi hardi cui le cuer ne fremlft (c. 67.) . ... 
Chafcimi regardoit fes^ maes .. ..que par terns en aront meftrer 
(c. 68.). Such is the -hoiiefty qf courage. 

'' Eandem urtem plus m folis navibus pifcatomm abundare, 

q_uanx 
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could have manned a fleet, to fink them in the chap. 
Adriatic, or flop their entrance in the mouth of . . 

the Hellefpont. But all force may be annihilated 
by the negligence of the prince and the venality 
of his minillers. The great duke, or admiral, 
made a fcandalous, almoft a public, audtion of the 
fails, the mails, and the rigging ; the royal forells 
were referved for the more important purpofe of 
the chace;. and the trees, fays Nicetas, were 
guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of reli- 
gious worlhip From his dream of pride, 

Alexius was awakened by the fiege of Zara, and 
the rapid advances of the Latins; as foon as he 
faw the danger was real, he thought it inevitable, 
and his vain prefumption was loft in abject def- 
pondency and defpair. He fuflered thefe con- 
temptible Barbarians to pitch their camp in the 
fight of the palace ; and his apprehenfions were 
thinly difguifed by the pomp and menace of a 
fuppliant embafiy. The fovereign of the Romans 
was ailoniflied (his ambalfadors were inftru6ted 
to fay) at the hollile appearance of the ftrangers. 

If thefe pilgrims were fincere in their vow for 
the deliverance of Jerufalem, his voice mull ap- 
plaud, and his treafures fhould afiift, their pious 
defign ; but fhould they dare to invade the fanc- 
tuary of empire, their numbers^ were they tpn 
times more conliderable, fhould not protect them 
from Ms juft refentment. The anfwer of th® 

quam illos in toto navigio. , Habebat emm mille et fexcentas pifcatoria 
naves ...... Fellicas autem five mercatorias habebant infinitse mul- 

titudmis et portum tutifiitouia. Gunthur, Hift. C. P, c.8. p.io. 

Ka&»ff£p JEpwy iftem h SeoipvrtvTm Erxpswuw 

rurm. Nicetas in Alex. Coameno, L-iii. c. 9. p. 348, 

voi.. xn ^ p doge 
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c H A P. doge and barons was fimple and magnanimous, 

“ in the caiife of honour and jiiftice,” they faid^ 

» we defi>ife the ufurper of Greece, his threats, 
“ and his offers. Our friendfhip and Im allegh 
“ ance are due to the lawful heir, to the young 
prince who is feated among us, and to his 
ihtiier, the Emperor Ifaac, who has been de- 
priced of his fceptre, his freedom, and his eyes, 
«•= by the crime of an ungrateful brother. Let 
that brother confefs his guilt, and implore for- 
‘‘ givenefs, and we ourfelves will intercede, that 
« he may be permitted to live in affluence and 
fecurity. Butlethim notinfultusby afecond 
meffage: our reply will be made in arms, in 
“ the palace of Conftantinoplef ^ 

Paflage of Oil the tenth day of their encampment at 
jSiHrut* Scutari, the cruladers prepared themfelves, as 
My 6. foldiers and as catholics, lor the paliage of the 
Boijdiorus. Perilous indeed was the adventure ; 
the lli'eam was broad and rapidj in a calm the 
cuiTent of the Eiixine might drive down the 
liquid and unextinguilhable fires of the Greeks ; 
and the oppofitelhoresof Europe were defended 
by fcyen thoufand horfe and foot in formidable 
array. On this memorable day, which happened 
to be bright and pleafant, the Latins were diftri- 
buted in fix battles or divifions ; the firft, or van- 
guard, was led by the Count of Flanders, one of 
the moft powerful of the Chriftian prin ces in the 
Ikiii and number of his crofs-bow. The four fuc- 
ceffive battles of the French were commanded 
by Ms brother Henry^ the Counts of St. Poland 
Blois, and Matthew of Montmorency, the laft of 

whom 
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w^iom was honoured by the voluntary- ferviee of c h ap. 
the marflxal and nobles of Champagne. The . 
fixth divifioBj the rear^^uard and referve of the 
army, was conduced by idle Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, at the head of the Germans and Lom- 
bards. The chargers, faddled, with their long 
caparifons dragging on the ground, were em- 
barked in the iint jpalanders^'° and the knights 
flood by the fide of' their horfes, in complete 
armour? their helmets laced, and their lances in 
their hands. Their numerous train of Jerjeants^^ 
and archers occupied the tranfports; and each 
tranfport was towed by the ftrength and fwift- 
nefs of a galley. The fix diviiions traverfed the 
Bofphorus, without encountering an enemy or 
an obftacie j to land the.foremoft was the wifii,- 
to conquer or die was the refolution, of every 
divifion and of every foldier. Jealous of the 
pre-eminence of danger, the knights in their- 
lieavy armour leaped into the fea, wheii it rofe 
as high as their girdle; the ferjeantsand archers 
were animated by their valour; and the iquires, 
letting down the draw-bridges of the palanders, 

From the verfion of Vignere I .idopt tlie -w'ell-founding u-ord 
■palander, which Is llii! ufedj I believe, in the Mediterranean. But, 
had I written in French, I tlwuld have prefeired the original and ex-' 
preffive denominations vejjiers or from the hms^ or door, 

which was let down as a draw-bridge ; but -which, at fea, was clofed. 
into the fide of the Ihlp (fee Ducange aii Villehardouin, N 14. and 
Joinville, p. *7, aS. edit, du Louvre). 

To avoid the vague expreSions of followers, &c. I ufe, after 
Villehardouin, the vrarA ferjeanU for all horlemeii -vs’ho were not 
kniglus. There were ferjeants at arms and ferjeants at law ; and if 
■we vifit the parade and Weftminfter-hall, -we may obferve the ftrange 
refult-of the diftlndion (Ducange, -Gloflar. Latin. ■SeryierJes, ic. 
toTn.vi. p. a36 — 23T. 
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led the horfes to the fliore. Before the fqua- 
drons could mount, and form, and couch their 
lances, the feventy tlioufand Greeks had vanifhed 
from their fight- the timid Alexius gave the 
example to his troops; and it was only by the 
plunder of his rich pavilions that the Latins 
were informed that they had fought againft an 
emperor. In the firfl conflernation of the fly ing 
enemy, they refolved by a double attack to open 
the entrance of the harbour. The tower of 
Galata®% in the fuburb of Pera, was attacked 
and ftormed by the French, while the Vene- 
tians affumed the more difficult talk of forcing 
the boom or chain that was flretched from that 
tower to the Byzantine fliore. After fome 
fmitlefs attempts, their intrepid perfeverance 
prevailed: twenty fhips of war, the relics of the 
Grecian navy, were either funk or taken : the 
enormous and ma% links of iron were cut 
afunder by the fliears, or broken by the weight, of 
the gallies ; and the' Venetian fleet, flife and 
triumphant, rode at anchor in the port of Con- 
ftantinople. By thefe daring atchievements, a 

It is needlefs to obferve, that on the fubjecSt of GaJata, the chain, 
&c, Ducange is accurate and full, Confult likewife the proper chap- 
ters of the C. P. Chriftiana of the fame author. The inhabitants of 
Galata were fo vain and ignorant, that they applied to themfelves 
St. Paul's Epiftle to the Galatians. 

/^The veflel that broke the chain was named the Aquila . 

(Dandol. Chronicon. which Blondus (de Geliis Tenet.) 

has changed into Aquilo tlie north-wind. Ducange, Obfervations, 
83. maintains the latter reading j but he had not feen the re- 
fpedable text of Dandolo, nor did be enough confider the topo- 
graphy of the harbour. The fouth-eaft would have been a mor® 
«Se£lual wind. 
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remnant of twenty tlioufand Latins folicited the C H A P. 
licence of befieging a capital which contained , 
above four hundred thoufand inhabitants able, 
though not willing, to bear arms in the defence of 
their country. Such an account would indeed 
fuppofe a population of near two millions ; but 
whatever abatement may be requited in the 
numbers of the Greeks, the belief of thofe num- 
bers will equally exalt the feai’lefs Ipii'it of their 
aflailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the French and HrAfiege 
Venetians were divided by their habits of life and ^uefto? 
warfare. The former affirmed wnth truth, that Conftanti- 
Conftantiiiople was mod acceffible on the, fide of 
the fea and the harbour. The latter might afiert July 7-18, 
with honour, that they had long Inough trailed 
their lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a pre- 
carious element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground, and a clofe* onfet, 
either on foot or horfeback. After a prudent 
compromife, of employing the two nations by 
fea and land, in the fervice belt fuited to their 
charadler, the fleet covering the army, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to Uie extremity of 
the harbour : the ftone bridge of the river was 
haftily repaired ; and the fix battles of the French 
formed their encampment againft the front of the 

Quatre cens mil homes ou plus (VillehardouinjN^ 134.), muft be 

underftood of men of a militarj* age. Le Beau (Hlft. du Bas Empire, 
tom. XX. p. 417.) allows Conftantinople a million of inhabitants, of 
whom 6ojOoo horfe, and an infinite number of foot foldiers. In its 
pre'fent decay, the capital of the Ottoman empire may contain 400,000 
fouls (Bell’s Travels, vohii. p. 40 i> 4oa0 5 but as the Turks keep no 
regifters, and as cimnmftances are fallacious, it is impoflible to afcer- 
tain (Niebuhr, Voyage en Arabic, tom. i. p. j8, 13.) the real popu- 
ioufiiefs of their cities. 

capital, 
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capital, the bafis of the tfiangle which nnls about 
four miles from the port to the Propontis'-'. On 
the edge of a broad ditch, at the foot of a lofty 
rampart, they had leifiire to contemplate the dif 
hciiities of tjicir enterprife. The gates to the right 
and left of their narrow camp poured forth fre- 
quent Lillies of cavalry and light-infantry, which 
cut off their ftragglers, fwept the country of pro- 
vifions, founded the alarm five or fix times in the 
courfe of each day, and compelled them to plant 
a pallifade, and fink an entrenchment, for their 
immediate fafety. In the fupplies and convoys 
theVenetians bad been too fparing, or the Franks 
too voracious *, the ufual complaints of hunger 
and fcarcity were heard, and perhaps felt : their 
flock of hour would be exhaufled in three weeks ; 
and their difgufl. of fait meat tempted them to 
take the flefh of their horfes. The trembling 
ufiirper was fiipported by Theodore Lafearis, his 
fon-in-law, a valiant youth, who afpired to fave 
and to rule his country ; the Greeks, regardlefs 
of that country, were awakened to the defence of 
their religion 5 but their firmefl hope was in the 
ftrength and fpirit of the Varangian guards, of 
the Danes and Englifh, as they are named in the 
writers of the times^®. After ten days inceffant 

On tho moft correft plans of Conftantinople, I know not how* 
to meaftire more than 4000 paces* Yet Villehardonin computes the 
Ipace at three leagues (N' 86.). Jf his eyes -were not deceived, he 
muft reckon by the old Gallic league of 1500 paces, which might ftill 
be ufed in Clumpagne. 

'*'* The guards, the Varangi, are- ftyled by Villehardouin (N® 89. 
95’, fee.), Englois et Danois avee leur§ haches. Whatever had been 
their origin, a French pilgrim cimH not be tniftaken in the nations of 
which they -were at that time ebmpofed-.. , . 
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labour, the ground was levelled, the ditch filied, 
the approaches of the befiegers were regularly 
made, and two hundred and tifity engines of 
allault exercifed their various powers to clear tlie 
rampart, to batter the walls, and to fap the foun- 
dations. On the firft appearance of a breach, 
the fcaling-ladders were applied : the numbers 
that defended the vantage-ground repulfed and 
oppreffed the adventurous Latins j but they ad- 
mired the refolution of fitteeh knights and fer- 
jeants, who bad gained the afcent, and main- 
tained their perilous tlation till they w'ere preci- 
pitated or made prifoners by the Imperial guards. 
On the iide of the harbour the naval attack was 
more faccefsfully condii61:ed by the Venetians j 
and that iiiduftrious people employed every re- 
Iburce that was known and pra6tifed before the 
invention of gunpowder. A double line, three 
bow-fhots in front, hvas formed by the gailies and 
blips j ahd the fwift motion of the former ivas 
fupported by the weight and loftincfs of the 
latter, whofe decks, and poops, and turret, were 
the’platforras of military engines, that difcharged 
their Ihot over tlie heads of the firfl line. The 
foldiers, who leaped from the gailies on fliore, 
immediately pkiiitcd and afcended their fcaling- 
ladders, while tlie large blips, advancing more 
flowly into the intervals, and lowering a dFaw^- 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
mails to tlic rampart. In the midH of tlie con- 
bidt, the doge, a venerable and confpicuous 
form, Rood aloft in complete armour on the 
prow of his galley. The great bandard of 
F 4 St. Mark 
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CHAP. St.Mark was dilplaycd before him ; his threats^ 

, , promifesj and exhortations, ■ urged the dili- 

gence of the rowers j his veliei was the -firfl 
that ftruck j and Dandolo was the hrft war- 
rior on the lliore. The nations admired the 
magnunimitv of the blind old man, without 
refleEing that his age and infirmities diminiflied 
the price of life, and enhanced the value of 
immortal glory. On a fudden, by an invifible 
hand (for the ftandard-bearer was probably 
flain), the banner of the republic was fixed 
on the rampart: twenty-five towers were ra- 
pidly occupied *, and, by the cruel expedient 
of fire, the Greeks were driven from the ad- 
jacent quarter. The doge had difpatched the 
intelligence of his fuccefs, when he was checked 
by the danger of his confederates. Nobly de- 
claring, that he would rather die with the pil- 
grims than gain a victory by their defirudtion. 
Dandolo relinquilhed his advantage, recalled his 
troops, and hatlened to the fcene of adlion. He 
found the fix weary diminutive iattles of the 
French encompaffed by fixty fquadrons of the 
Greek cavalry, the lead of which was more 
numerous than the larged of their divifions. 
Shame and defpair bad provoked Alexius to tbe 
lad edbrt of a general fally j but he was awed 
by the firm order and manly afpedfc of the La- 
tins j and, after Ikirmifiiing at a didance, with- 
drew his troops in the clofe of the evening. 
Tfie illence or tumult of the night exafperated 
his fears ; and the timid iifurper collecting a 
treafure of ten thoufand pounds of gold, bafely 
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deferted liis wife, liis people, and liis fortune ; 
threw himfelf into a bark, ftole through the Bof- 
phorus, and landed in ihameful fafety in an oh- 
fcure harbour of Thrace. As foon as they were 
apprifed of his flight, the Greek nobles fought 
pardon and peace in the dungeon where the 
blind Ifaac expected each hour the vifit of the 
executioner. Again faved and exalted by the 
viciffitudes of fortune, the captive in his impe- 
rial robes was replaced on the throne, and fur- 
rounded with proftrate Haves, whofe real terror 
and aflfedted joy he was incapable of difcerning. 
At the dawn of day hoHilities were fufpended j 
and the Latin chiefs were furpnfed by a inefllige 
from the lawful and reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his fon, and to reward his 
generous deliverers 

But thefe generous deliverers were unwilling to 
releafe their hoftage, till they had obtained from 
his father the payment, or at leaft the promife, of 
their recompenfe. They chofe four ambalfadors 
Matthew of Montmorency, oiirhiftorian the mar. 
lhal of Champagne, and two Venetians, to con- 
gratulate the Emperor. The gates were thrown 
open on their approach, thellreets on both fides 
were lined with the battle-axes of the Danifli 
and Englifli guard 5 the prefence-chamber glit- 

^ For the firft fiege and conqueft of Conftantinople, we may read 
the original letter of the crufadert to Innocent III. Gefta, c. 91. p. 533, 
534. Villehardouin, N 75 — 99. Nicetas in Alexio Comnen. 1. iii. 
c. xo. p. 349'— 353- Dandolo* Chron. p. 323. Gunther, and his 
abbot Martin, were not yet returned from their obftinate pilgrmiage 
at Jerufalem, or St. John d’Acre, where the greateft part of the com- 
pany had died of the plague. 
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c H A P. tereil with gold and jewels, the falfe fobftitutes 
3 LX. of virtue and power 5 by the hde of the blind 
Ifaac, his wife w^as feated, the lifter of the King 
of Hungary 5 and by her appearance, the noble 
jnatrons of Greece were drawn from their do- 
ineftic retirement, and mingled with the circle 
of fenators and ibldiers. The Latins, by the 
mouth of the marlhal, fpoke like men, confci- 
ous of their merits, but who refpedted the work 
of their own hands ; and the Emperor clearly 
luiderftood, that his Ibifts engagements with Ve- 
nice and the pilgrims mull be ratified without 
hefitatiofr or delay. Withdrawing into a private 
chamber with the cmprefs, a chamberlain, an 
interpreter, and the four ambairudors, the fa- 
ther of young AleKiiis enquired with fome an- 
xiety into the nature of his flip illations. The 
fubmillion of the Eaftern empire to the Pope, 
the fuccour of the Holy Land, and a prefent 
contribution of two hundred thoiifand marks of 
piver — . Tliefe conditions are weighty,” was 
jiis prudent reply ; “ they are hard to accept, 
and dilKcult to perform. But no conditions 
can exceed the rneafure of your fervices and 
“ deferts.” After this fatisfaiilory afturaiice, the 
barons mounted on horfeback, and introduced 
the heir of Conftantinople to the city and pa- 
lace : his youth and marvellous adventures en- 
gaged every heart in hisfayotir, arid Alexius was 
folemnly crowned wit!) his father in the dome 
of St. Sophia. In the firft days of his reign, the 
people, already bleffed with the reftoration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 
2 cataftropbc 
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cktaftropbe of the tragedy ; and the difcontent c H A p, 
of the nobles, their regret, and their fears, 
were covered by the polilhed furface of pleafure 
and loyalty. The mixture of two difcordant 
nations in the fame capital, might have been 
pregnant with mifehief and danger j and the 
fubni'b of Galatia, or Pera, was affigned for the 
quarters of the French and Venetians. But the 
liberty of trade and familiar intereourfe was al- 
lowed between the friendly nations ; and each 
day the . pilgrims were tempted by devotion or 
curiofity to vifit the churches and palaces of Con- 
ftaiitinople. Their rude minds, infenfible per- 
haps of the finer arts, were aftoniflied by the 
magnificent fcenery : and the poverty of their 
native towns enhanced the populoiifnels and . 
riches of tlie firlt metropolis of Chriftendora 
Defcenciing from his flate, young Alexius was 
prompted by intereft and gratitude to repeat his 
frequent and familiar Vifits to his Latin allies 
and in the freedom of the table, the gay petu- 
lance of the French fometiines forgot the Empe- 
ror of the Eafl In their moll ferioiis confer- 
ences, it was agreed, that the re-union of the 

Compare, in the rude energy of Villehardouin (N^ a66. add.li' 
the infide and outfide views of Conftantinople, and their itnprdfion 
on the minds of the pilgrims : cette ville (fays he) q«e de toutes les 
autrtis 6re fouveraine. See the parallel palTages of Fukherius Carno- 
tenfis. Hilt. Hicrofol. 1 . i. c. 4. ai^d Will. Tyr. in 3. xx. a6. 

As they played at dice, the I/atins took off his dkdetti, and 
clapped oh his head a woollen dr haifj,’' cap, ro (MyocXvz-fSTrtr xofcj* 

TOJiyjtXsirov KscT'fifiviroum oyo/i« (Nicetas, p, 35S.). If thefe meny 
companions were Venetians, it was the iafoldace df trade' and a aj«5i« 
rnonwealth. . . 

two 
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two churches muft be the refult of patience aiuf 
time j but avarice was lefs tractable than zeal j 
and a large fura was inftaiitly difperfed to appeafe 
the wants, and hlence the importunity, of the 
crufaders^'^ Alexius was alarmed by the ap- 
proaching hour of their departure: their abfence 
might have relieved him from the engagement 
which he was yet incapable of performing ; but 
his friends \vould have left him, naked and alone, 
to the caprice and prejudice of a perfidious na- 
tion. He wiflied to bribe their flay, the delay of 
a year, hy undertaking to defray their expence, 
and to fatisfy, in their name, the freight of the 
Venetian veffels. The offer was agitated in the 
council of the barons*, and, after a repetition of 
their debates and fcruples, a majority of votes 
again acquiefced in the advice of the doge and 
tlie prayer of the young Emperor. At the price 
of fixteen hundred pounds of gold, he prevailed 
on the Marquis of Montferrat to lead him with 
an army round the provinces of Europe; to ella- 
blifh Ids authority, and purfue his uncle, while 
Conftantinople w^as awed by the prefence of 
Baldwin and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was fuccefsfid ; the 
blind Emperor exulted in thefuccefs of his arms, 
and liftened to the predidtions of his flatterers, 

Villehardouin, N" loi. Dandolo, p. The doge affirm^, 
that the Venetians were paid more flowly than the French ; but bu 
owns, that the hiftories of the tw'o nations differed on that fubjeft. 
Had heread Vaiehardouin? The Greeks complained, however, ^od 
totius Orsedte opes trajiftuliffet. (Gunther, Hift. C. P. c. 13.). See the 
Jaraentations and invediives of Nicetas (p. 355,3. 
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tliat the fame Providence which, had raifed him chap. 
from the dungeon to the throne, would heal his , 

gout, reftore his fight, and watch over the long 
profperitj of his reign. Yet the mind of the 
fufpicious old man was tormented by the riling 
gloiies of his fon ; nor could his pride conceal 
fi'om his envy, that, while his own name was 
pronounced in faint and reludlant acclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of Ipontaneous 
and univerfal praife 

By the recent invafion, the Greeks were awak- Quarrel 
ened from a dream of nine centuries j from the 
vain prefumption that the capital of the Roman and La- 
empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The 
drangers of the Weft had violated the city, and 
bellowed the fceptre of Conflantine : their Im- 
perial clients foon became as unpopular as thera- 
felves : the well-known vices of Ifaac were ren- 
dered Hill more contemptible by his infirmities, 
and the young Alexius was hated as an apoflate, 
who had renounced the manners and religion of 
his country. His fecret coven ant with th e Latins, 
was divulged or fufpedled ; the people, and efpe- 
cially the clergy, were devoutly attached to their 
faith and fuperftition 5 and every convent, and 
every lliop, refounded with the danger of the 
church and the tyranny of the Pope An 
empty treafury could ill fupply the demands of 
' regal 

’’ The reigE of iUexius Comnenus occupies three books'in Nicetas, 
p. 39 1— ■35 a. The Ihort reftoration of Ifeac and his fon is difpatched 
in five chapters, p. 35a — 36a. 

■’’^When Nicetas reproaches Alexius for his impious league, he 
beftows the harflieft names on the pope’s new religion, kxi 
mraTtiiirmw ... Vix-fmtpxni itiitui . . . IT»w» B-fovopwy 
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CHAP, regal luxury and foreign extortion : tlie Greeks 
refufed to avert, by a general tax, the impend- 
ing evils of fervitude and pillage ; the oppreffion 
of the rich excited a more dangerous and per- 
fonal refentnient ; and if the Emperor melted 
the plate, and delpoiled the images, of the fanc- 
tuary, he feemed to jullify the complaints of 
herely and facrilege. During the abfence of 
Marquis Boniface and his Imperial pupil. Con- 
ftantinople was vifited with a calamity which 
might be juftiy imputed to the zeal and indif- 
cretiom of the Elemilh pilgrims In one of 
their vHits to the city, they were fcandalized by 
the afpe6t of a mofch or fynagogue, in which 
one God was worfhipped, without a partner or a 
fon. Their eftedliial mode of controverfy was 
to attack the infidels with the fword, and their 
habitation with fire: but the infidels, and foine 
Chriliian neighbours, prefumed to defend their 
lives and properties; and the flames which bi- 
gotry had kindled confiiined tlie inofi. orthodox 
and innocent llructures. During eight days and 
nights, the conflagration fpread above a league 
in front, Irom the harbour to the Propontis, over 
the tliickefi and moft populous regions of the 
city. It is not ealy to count the fiately churches 
and palaces that were reduced to a fmoking ruin, 

... juimSfw TE xKi p-ratfowcrtv tcv TraXstii-'V sSiv (p. 348.). 

Such was the fincere language of every Greek to the laft galp of the 
empire. 

Nicetas (p. 353;.) is pofitlve in the charge, and fpedlies the 
Flemings (iJ'Aa/.yavj.r), though he is wrong in fuppofing it an an- 
cient name. Villehardpuia (N’ 107.) exculpates the baions, and 
ignorant (perhaps afiedtedly ignorant), of tlze names of the guilty. 

to 
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to value the mercliandife that periflied in the chap. 
trading flreets, or to number the families that , , 

were involved in tlie common deftni^ion. By 
this outrage, which the doge and the barons in 
vain affected to difclaim, the name of the Latins 
became ftill more unpopular ; and the colony of 
that nation, above fifteen thoufand perfons, con- 
fulted their fafety in a hafty retreat from the city 
to tlie protection of their flandard in the fuburb 
of Pera. The Emperor returned in triumph j 
but the firmeft and molt dextrous policy would 
have been infufficient to fleer him through the 
tempell, which overwhelmed the perfon and go- 
vernment of that unhappy youth. His own in- 
clination, and his father’s advice, attached him to 
his benefactors j but Alexius Iiefitated between 
gratitude and patriotifio, between the fear of his 
fubj eCls an d of his alhea By bis feeble and fluc- 
tuating conduct he loll the eflecm and .aonfidence 
of bothj and while be invited the Marquis of 
Montferrat to occupy the palace, he fuffered the 
nobles to coiifpire, and the people to arm, for 
the deliverance of their country, llegardiefs of 
his painful fltuation, the Latin chiefs repeated 
their demands, refented his delays, fiifpeCted his 
intentions, and exacted a decifive anfwo.r of peace 
or war. The haughty fiuTunons was delivered 
by three French knights and throe Venetian de- 
puties, who girded their fw.ords, mounted their 

Compare the lufpldous and complamts of Nicetas (p. 351;- — 362.) 
with the blunt charge? of Ba-ldwin of pknders (Geita Iimocept III- 
0.92. p.534>)» cum patriarcha et jxiole ivobiliuro, nobis promiiHs per- 
jurus et memlax, . : . < > ■ > • 

liorfes^ 
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c H A P. ilorfes, pierced through the angry multitude, and 
, ^ , entered with a feaidefs countenance the palace 

and prefence of the Greek Emperor. In a pe- 
remptory tone, they recapitulated their fervices 
and his engagements ; and boldly declared, that 
iinlefs their juft claims were fully and imme- 
diately fatisfied, they fhould no longer hold him 
either as a fovereign or a friend. After this de- 
fiance, the firft that had ever wounded an Im- 
perial ear, they departed without betraying any 
iymptoms of fear ; but their efcape from a fervile 
palace and a furious city aftonifhed the ambaffa- 
dors themfelves ; and their return to the camp 
was the fignal of mutual hoftility. 

The war Among the Greeks, alt authority and wifdom 
overborne by tbe impetuous multitude, 
iao4. who miftook their rage for valour, their num- 
bers for ftrengtli, and their fanaticifm for the 
fupport and infpiration of Heaven. In the 
eyes of both nations Alexius was falfe and 
contemptible : the bafe and fpiinous race of 
the Angeli was rejected with ciamorous dif- 
dain i and the people of Conftantinople encom- 
paffed the fenate, to demand at their hands a 
more worthy emperor. To every fenator, con- 
fpicuous by his birth or dignity, they fuccef- 
fively prefented the purple : by each ft nator the 
deadly garment was repulfed : the coi .:f ft lafted 
three days ; and we may learn frcrn the hif- 
torian Nicetas, one of the member;: of the af- 
fembly, that fear and weakuefs were the guar- 
dians of their loyalty. A phantom, who vamilied 
in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by the 

crowd ; 
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crowd’^; but the author of the tumult, and chap. 
the leader of the war, was a prince of the houfe . 

of Ducas j and his common appellation of Alex- 
ius mull be difcriminated by the epithet of 
Mourzoufle which in the vulgar idiom ex- 
prefled the clofejundtion of his black and ihaggy 
eye-brows. At once a patriot and a courtier, 
the perfidious Mourzoufle, who was not defti- 
tute of cunning and courage, oppofed the Latins 
both in fpeech and a^ion, inflamed the paflions 
and prejudices of the Greeks, and infinuated 
himfelf into the favour and confidence of Alex^ 
ius, wlio trufted him with the office of great 
chamberlain, and tinged his bulkins with the 
colours of royalty. At the dead of night, he 
ruflied into the bed-chamber with an affrighted 
afpe6l, exclaiming, that the palace was attacked 
by the people and betrayed by the guards. 

Starting from his couch, the unfufpedling prince 
threw himfelf into the arms of his enemy, who 
had contrived his efcape by a private Itaircafe. 

But that ftaircafe terminated in a prifon: Alex- ^exiusand 
ius was feized, ftripped, and loaded with chains ; depofedly 
and, after tailing fome days the bitternefs of Mourzou- 
death, he was poifoned, or llrangled, or beaten ** 
with clubs, at the command, or in the prefence, 
of the tyrant. The Emperor Ifaac Angelus. 

His name was Nicholas Canabus ; he deferred the praife of Nin 
cetas and the vengeance of Mounzotifle (p- 36a.). 

Villehardouin (N'^ 116.) fpeaks of him as a favourite, without 
kncnviug that he was a prince of the blood, Angelus and Ducas. Du- 
cange, who pries into every comer, believes Mm to be the fou of Ifaac 
Ducas SebaftocratoTj aad fecond. coufia of young Alexius. 

VOL. xr. Q foon 
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G HAP. fooii followed his fpnt^o the grave, and Moiir- 
2oufie^ perhaps, ipight Ipare the fuperfluoiis 
crime of hailening the extiin^ipn of impotence 
and blindnefs. 

Second The death of the emperors, and the iifiirpation 
fiege,janu- Hourzoufle, had changed the nature of the 
April quarref It was no longer the difagreement of 
allies who over-valued their fervices, or iiegle6ted 
their obligations : the French and Venetians for- 
got their complaints againft Alexius, dropt a 
tear on the untimely fate of their companion, 
and fwore revenge againd the perfidious nation 
who had his afifalfin. Yet the prudent 

doge was ftill igclinqd to negociate 5 he alked 
as a debt, a fubfidy, or a fine, fifty thouftnd 
pounds of gold, about two millions fterling ; 
nor would the conference have been abruptly 
broken, if the zeal or policy of Mourzoufle had 
not refufed to iacrifice the Greek church to the 
fafety of the flate^L Ainidft the invedtive of 
his foreign and domeftic enemies, we may dif- 
; • cern, that lie was not unworthy of the charadler 

which, he had .alTumed, of the public champion: 
the fecond of C^nf^^ntinople was fai\ more 
" labonpiis^ thap treafiiry was reple- 

nilhed, and difcipjjne w^s reftored, by a fevere 
inquifitioh into the. ajj^ep of the former reign : 
and Mourzoufle, an iron mace in his hand, vifit- 
in^ the polls, and affedling tfie port and afpedl 
of a warrior, was an objed of terror to his fob* 

”,THs,neg<Kiat;cm,probabIeinitfdf,.a)jdatteftedby3SRcetas(p.365.> 
if omitted as fcaudalom by tie deiyieacy <jf .©asdelo sad THeliardauin. . 

diersj^ 
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^iers, at leaft, and to his kinfisien. Before and c 
after the death of Alexius, the Greeks made two ^ 
vigorous and weli-coBdu,6led attempts to burn 
the navy in the harbour ^ but the flcill and cou- 
rage of the Yenetians repulfed the hre-fliips; 
•and the vagrant flames wafted themfelves with- 
out injury in the fea^®. In a nocturnal fally the 
Greek Emperor was: vanqmfhed by Hemyj- 
brother of the Count of Flanders : the advan- 
tages of number’ and ferprife aggravated the 
ftiame of hiS' defeat 5 his buckler was found on 
the field of Battle ; and the. Imperial ftandard‘% 
a divine image of the Virgin, was prefented, as 
a trophy and a relic, to the Ciftercian monks; 
the difciples of St.Bernard. N ear three months; 
without excepting the holy feafon of Lent, were 
confumed in fkirmifhes and preparations, before 
the LatinS' were ready or refolved for a general 
afthulfc. The land fortifications had been found 
impregnable ; and the Venetian pilots repre- 
fented, that, on the Ihore of the Propontis, the 
anchorage was unfafe, and the fhips muft fee 
driven by the current far away to the ftreights 
of the Hellefpont ; a profpe6t not unplealing to 
the relufftant pilgrims, who fought every oppoi^ 
tunity of breaking the army. From the har- 
bour, therefore, the affault was detemined fey 

Baldwin mentions both attaupts, to fire the fleet (Geft. c* 92. 
P* 534> 535*) ; Villehardouin (N® 113—115.) only defcribes the firft. 
it is remarkable, that neither' o£i thefe •wajrioi® obferve any peculiar 
properties in the Greek fire. 

Ducange (N® 119.) pours forth a torrent of learning'on the 
Gonfanon Imperial. This banner of tifie- Virgin is-lhewn?at Venice 
as a trophy and relic t if it be genuine, the pious^ doge njufi, hatr* 
fiheated the mmiks of Citeaux. 

the 
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p. the aMiilants, and expe^ed by the befieged; and 
^ the Emperor had placed his fcarlet pavilions on 
a neighbouring height, to diredt and animate 
the efibrts of his troops, A fearlels fpeblator, 
whofe mind could entertain the ideas of pomp 
and pleafure, might have admired the long array 
of two embattled armies, which extended above 
half a league, the one on the fhips and gallies, 
the other on the walls and towers raifed above 
the ordinary level by feveral flages of wooden 
turrets. Their firft fliry was Ipent in the dif- 
charge of darts, Hones, and lire, from the en- 
gines ; but the water was deep; the French 
were bold ; the Venetians were tkilful ; they ap- 
proached the walls ; , and a defperate conflict of 
iwords, fpears, and battle-axes, was fought on 
the trembling bridges that grappled the floating, 
to the liable, batteries. In more than an hun- 
dred places, the aifliult was urged, and the de- 
fence was fuftained; till the fuperiority of ground 
and numbers Anally prevailed, and the Latin 
trumpets founded a retreat. On the enfuing 
days, the attack was renewed with equal vigour, 
and a fimilar event ; and in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprchenlive only 
for the public danger : not a voice pronounced 
the woi’ils of efcape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
'according to his temper, embraced the hope of 
victory, or the alTurance of a glorious deatlL-', 
By the experience of tlie former liege, the 

Greeks 

Viliehardouin (N' 126.) coiifeflts, that mult ere grant peril t and 
HuBtherus (Hift. C. P.-c. 13.) affirm?, that siuIJa qiei vi^loria arridere 

poterat.: 
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Greeks were inftruiSted, but the Latins were 
animated I and the knowledge that ConfEantL 
nople might be taken, was of more avail than 
the local precautions which that knowledge had 
infpired for its defence* In the- third alTault, 
two fliips were linked together to double their 
flrength ; a llrong north wind drove them on 
the ill ore; the bifliops of Troyes and Soitlbns led 
the van ; and the aiifpicious names of the 
grim and the pwradije refounded along the 
line The epifcopal banners were difplayed 
on. the walls; an hundred marks of lih’er had 
been promifed to the firll adventurers ; and if 
their reward was intercepted by death, their 
names have been immortalifed by fame. Four 
towers werefcaled; three gates were burll open; 
and the French knights, who might tremble on 
the waves, felt themfelves invincible on horfe- 
back on the folid ground. Shall I relate that 
the thoufands who guarded the Emperor’s per- 
foii, fled on the approach and before the lance 
of a Angle warrior ? Their ignominious flight 
is atteded by their countryman Nicetas : an 
army of phantoms marched with the French 
hero, and he was magnified to a giant in 
the eyes of the Greeks A¥hile the fugitives 

deferred 


■poterat. Yet the knight defpifes thofe who thought of flight, and the 
monk praifes his countrymen who were refolved on death, 

Baldwin, and all the writers, honour tlie names of thofe two gal- 
lies, felici aufpicio. 

With an allufion to Homer, Nicetas calls him wea o^vtx;, nine 
orgyre, or eighteen yards high, a ftature which would indeed have 
• , , Q 3 excufed 
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deferted their pofe and ea£ away tlieir arms, 
the Latins entered the city under the banners 
of their leaders : the ftreets and gates opened 
for their paffiige ; and either defign or accident 
kindled a third conflagration, whicli confuined 
in a few hours the meafure of three of the 
iargeft cities of France In the clofe of the 
evening, the barons checked their troops, and 
fortified their Nations ; they were awed by the 
extent and popiiloufnefs of the capital, which 
might yet require the labour of a month, if the 
diurches and palaces w’^ere confcious of their 
internal ftrength. But in the morning, a fup- 
pliant proceflion, with crofies and images, an- 
nounced the fubtniflion of the Greeks, and 
deprecated the wrath of the conquerors ; the 
iifurper efcaped through the golden gate 5 the 
palaces of Blachernas and Boucoieon were occu- 
pied by the Count of Flanders and the Mar- 
quis of Montferrat ; and the empire, which ftill 
bore the name of Conftantine, and the title of* 
Eoman, was fiibverted by the arms of the Latin 
pilgrims 

Con- 

excufecl tlie terror of the tJffeelc. Oh this occafion, the hlftorian feems 
fonder of the mfijrvellohs, than of Ms country, or perhaps of truth. 
Baldwin exclaims in the words of the pfalmtft, perfequitur imus ex 
nobis centum alienos. 

Villehardouin (N’ 130.) is again Ignorant of the authors of m 
more legitimate foe, which is aferibed by Gunther to a quidam comes 
Teatonicus (c, 34.). They feera afliamed, tlie incendiaries 

For the fecond fiege and conqueft of Conftantinople, fee Villchar- 
€oam (No 113—13*.), Baldwin’s iid Bpiftle to Innocent III. (Gcfta, 
c. 9*. P.S 34 -- 537 -). with the whole reign of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas 
(p. .363—375)5 and borrow feme bints from Dandolo (Ctoon. Venet. 
P‘ 3^7-330.) and Gunther (Hill, G.P. 0.14—18.) who add the 

decoratioife 
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Gonftaiitiiopie been takeii by ftorm | c h A p. 
attd no reflraints, except thoFe of religion and ^ 
humanity, were impofed on the conquerors by Pillage of 
the laws of war. Boniface Max'quis of Mont- 
ferrat, itill a6led as their general j and the Greeks, 
who revered his name as that of their future fo- 
vereign, were heard to exclaim in a lamentable 
tone, “ Holy Marquis-king, ^have mercy upon 
us!*’ His prudence or compaffibh opened the 
gates of the city to the fugitives ; and he ex- 
horted the foldiers of the crofs to fpare the lives 
of their fellow-Chriftians. The ftreams of blood 
that flow down the pages of Nicetas, may be 
reduced to the daughter of two thoiifand of 
his imrefifting countrymen®^; and the greater 
part was mafiacred, not by the flrangers, but 
by the Latins, who had been driven from the 
city, and -^ho exetcifed the revenge of a tri- 
uniphant faction. Yet of thefe exiles, foine 
were lefs mindful bf injuries than of benefits^ 
and Nicetas himfelf was indebted for his fafety 
to the generofity of a V enetian merchant. Pope 
Innocent the Third acciifes the pilgrims of re- 
j^edling, in their luft, neither age nor fex, nor 
religious profeflion ; and bitterly laments that 
tlie deeds of darknefs, fornication, adultery, 
and inceft, were perpetrated in open day ; and 

decorations of prophecy and vifion. The former, produces an oracle of 
the Erythraean fybil, of a great armament oft the Adriatic, under a 
blind chief, againft Byzantium, Ac, Curious enough, were the pre- 
didlion anterior to the 

Cecidcrunt tamcn ek die civium quafi duo millia, &c. (Guatheti 
c. 18.) Arithmetic is an excellent touchllone to try the amplidcationii 
of pafiion and rhetoric. 

Q 4 
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G H A P. that noWe matrons and holy nuns were polluted 
» by the grooms and peafants of the Catholic 

camp®®. It is indeed probable that the licence 
of victory prompted and covered a multitude of 
fins: but it is certain, that the capital of the 
Eaft contained a dock of venal or willing beauty, 
fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty thoufand 
pilgrims j and female prifoners were no longer 
fubje6l to the right or abufe of domeflic flavery. 
The Marquis of Montferrat was the patron of 
difcipline and decency; the Count of Flan- 
ders was the mirror of chaftity : they had for- 
bidden, under pain of death, the rape of married 
wmmen, or virgins, or nuns; and the procla- 
mation was fometimes invoked by the van- 
quifhed and refpeaed by the viaors. Their 

cruelty and lull were moderated by the authority 

of the chiefs and feelinp of the fol diers ; for 
we are no longer defcribing an irruption of the 
northern iavages ; and however ferocious they 
might llill appear, time, policy, and religion, 
had civilized the manners of the French, and 
llill moie of the Italians. But a free Icope was 
allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Conftanti- 


(fays Innocent Gefta, c. 04, n 's * • 

nec feruipepercmmlr fed forriLdonel aiteia, 'ST„- 

ceftus m occuhs omnium ^ercentes, non foWm maritatas et viduas 
fed et niatronas etvirginesDeoque dicatas, exuofuerunf' fi-mrriH" ’ 
comm. ViUelimlonin tato „„ no*e of theft conimoo hioidenlf'" 
iNtcet^ ftved, and fterwarfs nt^ed, a noble Vitkin (p. 

iiople. 
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nople. The right of vi6lory, unfliackled by any c i-i A p, 
promife or treaty, had confifcated the public and , , 

private wealth of the Greeks j and every hand, 
according to its lize and ftrength, might lawfully 
execute the fentence and feize the forfeiture. A 
portable arid univerfal ftandard of e3?change was 
found in the coined and uncoined metals of gold 
and filver, which each captor at home or abroad 
might convert into the polTeffions moll fuitable 
to his temper and fituation. Of the treafures, 
which trade and luxury had accumulated, the 
filks, velvets, furs, the gems, fpices, and rich 
moveables, were the raoft precious, as they could 
not be procured for money in the ruder countries 
of Europe. An order of rapine was inftituted ; Divifion of 
nor was the lliare of each individual abandoned 
to indiidry or chance. Under the tremendous 
penalties of perjury, excommunication and death, 
the Latins were bound to deliver their plunder 
into the common Hock; three churches were 
fele6ted for the depolit and diflribution of 
the fpoil: a lingle fhare was allotted to a foot 
foldier j two for a ferjeant on horfeback; four to 
a knight j and larger proportions according to 
the rank and merit of the barons and princes. 

Eor violating this facred engagement, a knight 
belonging to the Count of St. Paul was hanged 
with his fiiield and coat of arms round his neck: 
his example might render fimilar offenders more 
artful and .difcreetf but avarice was more power- 
ful than fear ; and it is generally believed, that 
the fecret far exceeded the acknowledged plun- 
der. Yet the magnitude of the prize furpaffed 

. the 
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e H A P. the krgeft fcale of experience or espe61:atioii®** 
, After the whole had been equally divided be- 
tween the French and Venetians, fifty thoufand 
marks were deducted to fatisfy the debts of the 
former and the demands of the latter. The 
refidue of tiie French amounted to four hundred 
tbouhmd marks of fiiver about eight hundred 
thoufand pounds flerling ; nor can I better ap- 
preciate the vidue of that fiim in the public and 
])rivritc tranfa^tions of the age, than by defining 
it at feven times the annual revenue of the king- 
dom of England 

m&Y of In this gteat revolution we enjoy the fingular 
theGreeks. comparing the narratives of Villehar- 

douiii and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
mai'fhal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena- 
tor At tlie firil view it would feem that the 


Of the general niafs of wealth, Gunther ohferves, ut de pauperi- 
hus et advenis elves ditlflimi redderentur (Hift. C. P. c.i8.) Villehar- 
douin (N that fmee the creation, ne fu taut gaaignie dans une 
vill ; Baldwin (Gefta, c. 93.), ut tantum tota non videatur poffidere 
natinitas. 

TilMiardouIn, N"'' 133 — 135. liiftead of 400,000, there is a 
various reading of 500,000. The Venetians had offered to take the 
whole booty, and to give 400 marks to each knight, aoo to each prieft 
and horl'eman, and 106 to ^ch. foot foldier ; they would liave been 
great lofers (La Beau, HMl. du Bas-Empite, tom. xx. p. 506. I know 
not from whence). 

At tJie council of Lyons (A.t).ia45)» the Englifli ambafladors 
ftated the revenue of the crown as below that of the foreign clergy, 
which amounted to 60,000 marks a year (Matthew Paris, p. 45 r. 
Hume’s Hiflxjry of Englimd, vol. ii. p. 170.). 

The diforders of the lack of Conftantinople, and his own adven- 
tures, are feelingly deferifaed by Nicetas, p. 367—369. and in the 
Status Urb. C. P. p. 375 — -384* His complaints even of facrilege are 
juftifiedby Innocent III. (Gefta, 0.9*.); but Viilehardouin does not 
betray a fymptom of pity or remoffe, ' 


wealth 
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■wealtli of Conftantinople was only transferred c S A P. 
from one nation to amother; and that the lofs FX. 
and forrow of the Greeks is exa^ly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
miferable Account of war, the gain is never equi- 
valent to the lofs, the pleaftire to the pain : the 
fmiles of the Latins were tranlient and fallacious; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country; and their real calamities were aggra^ 
vated by facriiege and mockery. What benefits 
accrued to the conquerors from the three fires 
which annihilated lb vafl a portion of the build- 
ii]gs and riches of the city ? What a ftock of 
fueh things, as could neither be ufed nor tranfi 
ported, was malicioufly or wantonly defiroyed I 
How much treafure was idly wafted in gaming, 
debauchery, and riot ! And what precious ob- 
jedls were bartered for a vile price by the impa- 
tience or ignorance of thefoldiers, whofe reward 
was ftolen by the bafe induftry of the laft of the 
Greeks ? Thefe alonej who had nothing to lofe, 
might derive fome pix)fit from the revolution ; 
but the mifery of the upper I'anks of fociety is 
ftrongly painted in the perfonal adventures of 
"Nicetas Iiimfelf. His ftately palace had been 
reduced to allies in the fecond conflagration ; 
and the fenator, with his family and friends, 
found an obfeure fiielter in another houfe which 
he pofteffed near the church of St. Sophia. It 
was the door of this mean habitation that his 
friend the Venetian merchant guarded in the dif- 
guife of a foldier, till Nicetas could fave, by a 
precipitate flight, the relics of his fortune and 

the 
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c HAP. the diaftity of his daughter. In a cold wiiitiy 

, feafon, thefe fugitives, nui'fed in the lap of pro-f- 

perity, departed on foot ; his wife was with child; 
the defertion of their flaves compelled them to 
carry their baggage on their own flioulders ; and 
their women, whom they placed in the centre, 
were exhorted to conceal their beauty with dirt, 
inftead of adorning it withpaint and jewels. Every 
tlep was expofed to infult and danger : the threats 
of the ftrangers were lefs painful than the taunts 
of the plebeians, with whom they were now le- 
velled ; nor did the exiles breathe in fafety till 
their mournful pilgrimage was concluded at Se- 
lymbria above forty miles from the capital. On 
the way they overtook the patriarch without at- 
tendance and almoftwithoutapparelsriding on an 
afs, and reduced to a date of apollolical poverty, 
which, had it been voluntary, might perhaps 
have been mentorioiis. In the mean while, his 
defolate churches were profaned by the licen- 

Sacriiege tioufiiefs and party-zeal of the Latins. After 
dripping the gems and pearls, they converted 
the chalices into drinking-cups ; their tables, on 
which they gamed and feaded, were covered 
with the pidlures of Chrift and the faints ; and 
they trampled under foot the mod venerable oh- 
jedls of the Chridian worfliip. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia, the ample veil of the fan61;uary 
was rent afunder for the fake of the golden 
fihige ; and the altar, a monument of art and 
riclies, was broken in pieces and diared among 
the captors. Their mules and horfes were laden 
with the wrought filver and gilt carvings, which 

they 
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they tore down from the doors and pulpit ; and chap. 
if the beafts Humbled under the burthen, they , 

were Habbed by tlieir impatient drivers, and the 
holy pavement llreamed with their impure blood. 

A proftitute was feated on the throne of the pa- 
triarch 5 and that daughter of Belial, as flie is 
ftyled, fling and danced in the church, to ridi- 
cule the hymns and proceffions of the Orientals. 

Nor were the repofitories of the royal dead fecure 
from violation : in the church of the Apoftles, 
the tombs of the Emperors were rifled; and it is 
faid, that after flx centuries the corpfe of Jufli- 
Ilian was found without any ligns of decay or 
putreflidlion. In the ftreets, the French and 
Flemings clothed themfelves and their horfes in 
painted robes and flowing head-drefles of linen *, 
gild the coarfe intemperance of their feafts'^* in- 
fulted the fplendid fobriety of the Eaft. To ex^ 
pofe the arms of a people of fcribes and fcholars, 
they affected to difplay a pen, an inkhorn, and a 
flieet of paper, without difcerning that the inftru- 
inents of fcience and valour were alike feeble 
and ufelefs in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encou- Deftnjc- 
raged them, however, to defpife the ignorance, tbnofthe 
and to overlook the progrefs, of the Latins”^, In 

If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetas’s receipts, their fa- 
vourite difhes were boiled buttocks of beef, fait pork and peafe, and 
foup made of garlic and iharp or four herbs (p. 38 a.). 

Nicetas ufes very harih expreffions, srap’ ayp»pya«To»j B«p/3af^oKr 
xKJ ti\m av»K(^a0yiTOii (Fragment, apud Fabric. Bibliot. Grsec. tom. vi. 

P.4T4.). This reproach, it is true, applies moil ftrnngly to their ig- 
norance of Greek and of Homer. la them own language, the Latins of 
the xiltli and xiikh centuries were not deilitute of .literature. See 
iknis’;; Philological Inquiries, p.iii. c. 9, 10, II. 

the 
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the love of the aa:fes, tlie national deference Vv-as 
ftiil more obvious and. real ; the Greeks pre- 
fewed with reverenee the works of their ancef- 
torSi, whieh they could not imitate j and in the 
deftrii6fion of the ftatues of Conflantinople, we 
are provoked to join in the complaints and invec- 
tives of the By 2 saiitine hiftorian'^L We have feen 
how the rifing. city was adorned by the vanity and 
defpotilm of the Imperial founder ; in the ruins, 
of paganifm, foine gods and heroes "were faved 
from the axje. of fiiperftition j and the forum and 
bippodronje were dignified with the relics of a 
better age* Several of thefe are defcribed by 
ISicetas’hhi a florid andaffedled flyle; and, from 
his defcriptionsjl fliall feledlfome in terefting par- 
ticulars. I. '’Jf he vi^orioiis charioteers w'ere caib 
in bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome : they ftood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal j 
the fpe61:ators could admire their attitude, and 
judge of tlie refemblaace ; and of tliefe figures, 
the mod perfedl might have been tranfported; 
from the Olympic fladium. a* The fphyns,. 

Nicetas was of Chon» iji Ptrygia (the oM CololTee of St. Paul); 
he raif^d iiinifelfto the'honours of femtopj* judge -o veil, and great 
logothcte ; beheld the fall of the empire, retired to Nice, and com- 
pofed an elaborate .hiftory.frmn th§ ^g.th. of Alexius Comnenus to the 
reign of Henry. 

A manufcrlpt of Nicetas, in. the.Bodiaan library, contains this- 
curious fragment on the ftatues of Conftantinople, whicli fraud, or 
ftame, or, rather careleffadi:, hag droptin the common editions. It 
i? publiihed by Fabricma (SObliot, Grmc. tom.vi. p. 405 — 416.), and 
■hiimoderau-ly praifed by the late inge»ious Mr. Harris of Salilbury 

(i^oipgi^ai Itiqxuries, .pi.uu.c. 5. p. 301,, — 31s,), 

14; 
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iiver-liorfej and crocodile, denote the climate chaf> 
and manufadtiire of Egypt, and thefpoils of that ^ 

ancient province. 3. The Ihe-wolf fuckling flo- 
miilus and liemns,; a. llLibje<^ pleahng to 
the old and the new li^omans ; byt which could 
rarely be treated before the decline of l^ie Greek 
fciilpturc. 4. An eagle holding ^nd tearing a 
ferpent in his talons j a doraeftic monument of 
the Byzantines, which, they afcribedt, not tq a 
human artifl, but to the n^agic power of t.he 
philofopher Apollonius, who, by his, talifman, 
delivered the city from fuch venomous reptiles. 

5. An afs, and his driver : which were erected 
by Auguftiia in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
commemorate a verbal omen of the vidloiy 
of Adtium. 6. An ecjueftrian datue j wliich 
palled, in the vulgar opinion, for Jolhua, the 
Je with conqueror, llretchiqg out his hand to Hop 
the courfe of the defcending fun. A more clafr, 
deal tradition recognifed the figures of Bellero- 
phon and Begafus 5 and the free attitude of the. 

Heed feeiped to mark that he trod on air, rathqr, 
than on the eatth, 7* A fquare and lofty oh e- 
lilk of brafs j the Ikies were emboifed with a 
variety of pi^turefque and rural feenes : birds 
finging j nifties labouring, or playing on their 
pipes ; flieep bleating ; lambs Ikipping; thefea, 
and a feehe of filli and fifliing j little naked cu- 
pids laughing, playing, and pelting each other 
with apples ; and, on the fummit, a female fi- 
gure turning with the flighteft breath, and tlience 
denominated the winds atimdcm.U 8,. The Phry- 
gian iliepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of 
. ' beauty, 
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CHAP, beauty, the apple of difcord. 9. The incom- 
parable llatue of Helen ; which is delineated by 
Nicetas in the words of admiration and love: 
her well turned feet, fnowy arms, roly lips, 
bewitching finiles, fwimming eyes, arched eye- 
brows, the harmony of her lhape, the lightnefs 
of her drapery, and her flowing locks that waved 
'in the wind : a beauty that might have moved 
her Barbarian deftroyers to pity and remorfe. 
10. The manly or divine form of Hercules 
as he was reftored to life by the mailer-hand 
of Lyfippus; of fuch magnitude, that his thumb 
was equal to the waift, his leg to the Itature, 
of a common man ; his chell ample, his 
Ihoulders broad, his limbs ftrong and mufcular, 
his hair curled, his afped commanding. With- 
out his bow, or quiver, or club, his lion’s fkin 
carelefsly throwm over him, he was feated on an 
oiler balket, his right leg and arm flretched to 
the utmoft, his left knee bent, and fupporting 
his elbow, his head reclining^on his left hand, 
his countenance indignant and peniive, ii. A 
colofl’al llatue of Juno, which had once adorned 
her temple of Samos ; the enormous head by 
four yoke of oxen was laborioufly drawn to 
the palace. 12. Another cololfiis, of Pallas 
or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and reprefen t-. 

To iUuftrate the ftatue of Hercules* Mr. Harris quotes a Greek 
epigram, and engraves a beautiful gem, ^vhicl^ does not however copy 
the attitude of the ftatue: In the latter, Hercules had not his club, 
:md his right leg and arm were extended. 

tranferibe thefe proportions, w'hich appear to me inconfiftent 
with each other; and may poffibly fliew, that the boafted take of 
Nicetas was no more than affeilation and vanit)'. 

*• .. 
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ing with admirable fpirit the attributes and cha- 
racter of the martial maid. Before we acciife 
the Latins, it is juft to remark, that this Pallas 
was deftroyed after the firft liege, by the fear 
and fuperftition of the Greeks themfelves 
The other ftatues of brafs which I have enume- 
rated, were broken and melted by the unfeeling 
avarice of the crufaders : the coft and labour 
were confumed in a moment; the foul of genius 
evaporated in fmoke ; and the i*emnant of bafe 
metal was coined into money for the payment 
of the troops. Bronze is not the moft durable 
of monuments: from the marble forms of Phi- 
dias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn alide 
with ftupid contempt®^; but unlefs they were 
crulhed by fome accidental injury, thofe ufelefs 
Hones ftood fecure on their pedeftals The 
moft enlightened of the ftrangers, above the 
grofs and fenfual purfuits of their countrymen, 
more pioufly exercifed the right of conqueft 
in the fearch and feizure of the relics of the 
faints Immenfe was the fupply of heads and 


Nicetas in Ifaaco Angelo et Alexio, c. 3. p. 359. The Latin edi- 
tor very properly obferves, that the hiftoriau, in his bombaft ftyie, 
produces ex pulice elephantem. 

^ In two pafiages of Nicetas (edit. Paris, p. 360. Pabric. p. 408.), 
the Latins are branded with the lively reproach of It ra kuKh 

and their avarice of brafs is clearly exprefled. Yet tlie Ve- 
netians had the merit of removing four bronze horfes from Conllanti- 
nople to the place of St. Mark (Sanuto, Vite del Dogi, in Muratori, 
Script. Rensm Italicarum, tom. xxii. p. 534.). 

' Winckelman, Hill, de I’Art, torn, iii. p. 269, 270. 

See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred a 
rich cargo to his monaftery of Paris, diocefe of Bafil (Gunther, Hift. 
C. P. c. 19. 23, 24.)‘ Yet in fecrering this booty, the laint incurred 
an excommunication, and perhaps broke his oath. 

It 
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l>. bones, crolTes and images, that were fcattered 

^ by this revolution over the churches of Europe y 
and fuch was the increale of pilgrimage and ob" 
lation, that no branch, perhaps, of more lucra- 
tive plunder was imported from the Eafl 
Of the writings of antiquity, many that flill ex- 
ifted in the twelfth century are now loft. But 
the pilgrims were not felicitous to fave or tranf- 
port the volumes of an unknown tongue : the 
periftiable fubftance of paper or parchment can 
only be preferved by the multiplicity of copies ; 
the literature''of the Greeks had almoft centered 
in the metropolis ; and, without computing the 
extent of our lofs^ we may drop a tear over the 
libraries that have periftied in the triple fire of 
Conftantinople 


Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom, xvi. p. 139 — 14 ^. 

I fhall conclude this chapter with the notice of a modern hiftoryi 
which ilJuftrates the taking of Conftantinople by the Latins,* but which 
has fallen fomewhat late into ray hands. Paolo Ramufio» the fon of 
the compiler of voyages, was diredled by the fenate of Venice to write 
the hiftory of the conquefl ; and this order, which he received in his 
youth, he executed in a mature age, by an elegant Latin work, de 
Bello Conftantinopolitano etlmperatorlbusComnenis per Gallos et Ve* 
netos reftitutls (Venet. 1635, in folio). Ramufio, or Rhamnufus, 
tranfcribes and tranflates fequitur ad unguem, a MS. of Villehardouin, 
W'hich he poftefied ; hut he enriches his narrative with Greek and 
I^atin materials, and we are indebted to him- for a corredb ftate of the 
fleet, the names of the fifty Venetian nobles who commanded the 
gallles of the republic, and the patriot oppofition of Pantaleon Barbas 
to the choice of the doge for emperor* 
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CHAP. XXL 

Partition of the Empire by the French and Ve^ 
netians. — Fwe Latin Emperors of the Hotijes 
of Flanders and Courtenay. — Their Wars 
agahji the Bidgarians and Greeks. — Weak- 
nefs and Poverty of the Latin Empire. — Re- 
covery of Coiiftantinople by the Greeks . — 

General Coifequences of the Crufades* 

^FTER the deatli of the lawful princes, the chap, 
French and Venetians, c&nfident of juftice . , 

and vidlory, agreed to divide and regulate their Ekaion o£ 
future polleffions It was llipulated by treaty, 
that twelve electors, fix of either nation, flioitld 
be nominated ; that a majority fliould choofe the 
Emperor of the Eaft ; and that, if the votes were May*^— 
equal, the decifion of chance Ihould afcertain ^6. 
the fuccefsful candidate. To him, with all the 
titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, 
they afligned the two palaces of Boucoleon and 
Blachernae, with a fourth part of the Greek 
monarchy. It was defined that the three re- 
maining portions Ihould be equally lhared be- 
tween the republic of Venice and the barons Of . 

France ; that each feudatory, with an honour^ 
able exception for the doge, fiiould acknowledge 
and perform the duties of hoinage and military 

' See the original treaty of partltiDiij ih the Venetian Chronicle of 
Andrew Dandolo, p. 3:16 — •330. and the fubfequent election In Ville- 
hardouin, N‘' 136 — 140, with Ducange hi his Obfervations, and the' 
ift book of his Hiftoire de Coltllantinople Ibu* J’Enjpire des Fi-angbis. 

E 2 fervice 
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c H A P* fervice to the fupremehead of the empire ; that 

^ , the nation which gave an Emperor, fliould re- 

lign to their brethren the choice of a patriarch ; 
and that the pilgrims, whatever might be their 
impatience to vifit the Holy Land, fhouid devote^ 
another year to the conqueft and defence of the 
Greek provinces. After the conqueft of Con- 
llantihopie by the Latins, the treaty was con- 
firmed and executed j and the firfl and moft 
important Ilep was the creation of an Emperor. 
The fix electors of the French nation were all 
ecclefiaflics, the Abbot of Loces, the Archbifliop 
ele6t of Acre in Paleftine, and the Bifhops of 
Troyes, SoifTons, Halberftadt, and Bethlehem, 
the laft of whom exercifed in the camp th e office 
of pope’s legate : their profeffion and knowledge 
were refpefitable ; and as they could not be the 
objects, they were befl qualified to be the au- 
thors, of the choice. The fix Venetians were 
the principal fervants of the date, and in this 
lift the noble families of Querini and Contarini 
are dill proud to difcover their anceflors. The 
twelve affembled in the chapel of the palace ; 
and after the folemn invocation of the Holy 
Ghofl, they proceeded to deliberate and vote. A 
juft impulfe of refpea and gratitude prompted 
them to crown the virtues of the doge: his 
wifdom had infpired their enterprife ; and the 
mod youthful knights might envy and applaud 
the exploits of blindnefs and age. But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all perfon al ambition , and 
fully fatisfied that he had been j udged worthy to 
reign. His nomination was over-ruled by the. 

' . Venetians 
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'Venetians themfelves ; his countrymen, and per- c 
haps his friends % reprefented, with the eloquence 
of truth, the mifchiefs that might arife to na- 
tional free(Jom and the common caufe, from the 
union of two incompatible charadters, of the firll 
magiftrate of a republic and the Emperor of the 
Eaft. The exclufion of the doge left room for 
the more equal merits of Boniface and Baldwin j 
and at their names all meaner candidates refpedt- 
fully withdrew. The Marquis of Montferrat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu- 
tation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the 
willies of the Greeks; nor can I believe that 
Venice, the millrefs of the fea, could be ferioully 
apprehenfive of a petty lord at the foot of the 
Alps -k But the Count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people ; he was valiant, 
pious, and challe; in the prime of life, iince he 
was only thirty-two years of age ; a defcendant 
of Charlemagne, a coufin of the King of France, 
and a compeer of the prelates and barons who 
had yielded with reluctance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, thefe barons, 
with the doge and marquis at their head, ex- 
peCled the decifion of the twelve electors. It was 

■ Aftei- mentioning the nomination of the doge by a French eleiSlor, 
his kinfinan Andrew Daiidolo approves his. exclufion, quidem Vene- 
torum fidelis et nobilis fenex, ufus oratione fatis probabili, &c. which 
has been embroidered by modem writers from Blondus to Le Beau. 

^ Nicetas (p.384.), with the vmn ignMance of a Greek, defcribes the 
Marquis of MontfeiTat as a maritime power. Se oiKcur^ea 

7rap»>.»oy. Was lie deceived by the Byzant'ne theme of Lombardy, 
which extended along the coaft of Calabria. 

313 
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CHAP, announced by the Bifliop of SoilTons, in the name 
. of his colleagues ; Ye have fvvorii to obey the 

prince whom we fhoiild choofe ; by our unanh 
mous fudfage, Baldwin Count of IJanders and 
Hainault is now your fovefeign, and the Em- 
peror of the Eaft.” He was fainted with loud 
applaufe, and the proclamation was re-echoed 
through the city by the joy of the Latins and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks, Boniface 
was tlie drfb to kifs the hand of his rival, and to 
raife him on the buckler ; and Baldwin was tranf- 
ported to the cathedral, and folemnly invelled 
with the purple bulkins. At the end of three 
weeks he was crowned by the legate,- in the va- 
cancy of a patriarch; but the Venetian clergy 
foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, feated Tho- 
mas Morofini on the ecclefiaftical throne, and 
employed every art to perpetuate in their own 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church ^ Without delay the fucceifor of Con- 
ftantine iiiftriided Paleftine, France, and Rome, 
of this memorable revolution. To Paleftine lie 
fent, as a trophy, the gates of Conftantinople, 
and the chain of the harbour * ; and adopted, 
from the Aflife of Jerufalem, the laws or cuftoms 
beft adapted to a French colony and conqueft in 
the Eaft. Jn bis epiftles, the natives of France 

They ex^aed an oath from Thomas Morofini to appoint no canons 
of St. Sophia, the lawful decors, except Venetians who had lived ten 
years at Venice, See. But the foreign clergy was envious, the pope 
difapproved this national monopoly, and of the fix Latin patriarchs of 
Conflantinople, only the firfl and die laft were Venetians, 

* Nicetas, p. 383. 

i I 
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are encouraged to fwell that colony, and to fecure c h a P« 
that con queft, to people a magniiicent city and a , , 

fertile land, which will reward the labours both 
of the prieft and the foldier. He congratulates 
the Roman pontiff on the refloration of his au- 
thority in the Eaft ; invites him to extinguifh the 
Greek fcliifjxi by his prefence in a general coun- 
cil; and implores his blefling and forgivenefs for 
the difobedient pilgrims. Prudence and dignity 
are blended in the anfwer of Innocent ^ In the 
fubverfion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns 
the vices of man, and adores the providence of * 
God: the conquerors will be abfolved or con- 
demned by their future condu6t ; the validity of 
tlieir treaty depends on the judgment of St. Peter; 
but he inculcates their moft facred duty of efta- 
biiftiing a juft fubordination of obedience and 
tribute, from the Greeks to the Latins, from the 
inagiftrate to the clergy, and from the clergy to 
the pope. 

In the divifton of the Greek provinces’, the Bwfion of 
fhare of the Venetians was more ample than that 
of the Latin Emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 
of the remainder was referved for Venice ; and 

^ The Epiflles of Innocent III. are a ricb. fund for the eccIeSafticatl 
and civil inftitution of the Latin empire of Conftantinople ; and the 
moft important of thefe epiftles (of which the colleilton in a vols, in 
folio, is publifhed by Stephen Baluze) are inlerted in his Gefta, in 
Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarurn, tom. im p. I. d. 94 — loj. 

^ In the treaty of partition, moft of the names are corrupted by the 
fcrlbes: they might be reftored, and a good map fulted to the laft age 
of the Byzantine emjiire, would be an imprpvenaent of geographj''. 

But, alas ! D’Anville is no more ! 

R 4 the 
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c H A p, the otlier moiety was diftribiited among the ad- 

i, venturers of France and Lombardy- The vene- 
rable Dandolo was proclaimed defpot ot Roma* 
Ilia, and in veiled after the Greek falhion with 
the purple bulkins. He ended at Conllantinople 
his long and glorious life 5 and if the prerogative 
was perfonal, the title was ufed by his fucceffors 
tiJI the middle of the fourteenth century, with 
the lingular though true addition of lords of one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire ^ The 
doge, a flave of Hate, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic ; but his 
place was fupplied by the hail, or regent, who ex- 
ercifed a fupreme jurifdidlion over the colony 
of Venetians; they poffeffed three of the eight 
quarters of the city ; and his independent tri- 
bunal w^as compofed of lix judges, four counfel- 
lors, two chamberlains, two fifcal advocates, and 
a conllable. Their long experience of theEaflem 
trade enabled them to feledl their portion with 
dilcernment : they had raflily accepted the do- 
minion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was 
the more reafonable aim of their policy to form 
a chain of fadlories, and cities, and illands, 
along the maritime coafl, from the neighbour- 
hood of Ragufa to the Hellefpont and the Bof« 
phorus. The labour and coll of fuch extenlive 
conquefls exhaulled their treafury ; they aban- 

* Their ftyle was doininus quart® partis et dimidi® imperii Romani, 
till Giovanni Dolfino, who was eledied doge in the year 1356 (Sanuto, 
p. 530. 641.). Por the goycnimeat of Cooftantinople, fee Ducange, 
Hiftoire de C.P. i. 37. 
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doned their maxims of government, adopted a 
feudal fyilem, and contented themfelves with the 
homage of their nobles®, for the poffeffions which 
tliefe private vaifals undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that the family of 
Sanut acquired the duchy of Naxos, wdiich in- 
volved the greatell part of the Archipelago. For 
the price of ten thoiifand marks, the republic 
purcliafed of the Marquis of Montferrat the fer- 
tile ifland of Crete or Candia wdth the ruins of 
an hundred cities ; but its improvement was 
ftinted by the proud and narrow fpirit of an arif- 
tocracy ‘ ; and the wifeft fenators would confefs 
that the fea, not the land, was the treafury of 
St. Mark. In the moiety of the adventurers, the 
Marquis Boniface might claim the moll liberal 
I’eward ; and, befides the ifle of Crete, his ex- 
clufion from the throne was corapenfated by th^ 
royal title and the provinces beyond the Belief- 
pont. But he prudently exchanged that diflant 
and difficultconqueft for the kingdom ofThelTa- 
lonica or Macedonia, twelve days journey from 
the capital, where he might be fupported by the 

® Ducange (Hift. de C. P. ii. 6.) has marked the conqueftsmade by 
the ftate or nobles of Venice of the iflands of Candia, Corfu, Cephalonia, 
Zante, Naxos, Paros, Melos, Andros, Mycone, Scyro, Cea, and 
Xemnos. 

Boniface fold the Ifle of Candia, Augtift la, A. D. X 2 t> 4 » Seethe 
adt in Saniito, p- 533. : but I cannot undei-ftand how it could be his 
mother’s portion, or howlheqould be the daughterof anEmperorAlexius. 

” In the year laia, the doge Peter Zani fent a colony to Candia, 
drawn from every quarter of Venice. But in their favage manners and 
frequent rebellions, the Candiots may be compared to the Corlicans 
under the yoke of Genoa: and when I compare the accounts of Beloa 
and Toui-nefort, I cannot difcem much difference between the Vene> 
tian. and the Turkilli ifland. 
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c H A p. neighbouring powers of his brother-in-law the 
King of Hungary, His progrefs was hailed by 
the voluntary or reludtant acclamations of the 
natives j and Greece, the proper and ancient 
Greece, again received a Latin conqueror”, who 
trod with indifference that claffic ground. He 
viewed with a carelefs eye the beauties of the 
valley of Tempe ; traverfed with a cautious ftep 
the ftreights of Thermopylse; occupied the un- 
known cities of Thebes, Athens, and Argos j 
and affaulted the fortifications of Corinth and 
HapoU'S which refifted his arms. The lots of 
the Latin pilgrims were regulated by chance, 
or choice, or fubfequent exchange; and they 
abufed, with intemperate Joy, the triumph over 
the lives and fortunes of a great people. After a 
minute furvey of the provinces, they weighed in 
the fcales of avarice the revenue of each diftridt, 
the advantage of the fituation, and the ample or 
fcanty fuppKes for the maintenance of foldiers 
and horfes. Their prefumption claimed and 
divided the long-loft dependencies of the Roman 
fceptre; the Nile and Euphrates rolled through 
their imaginary realms; and happy was the war- 
rior who drew for his prize the palace of the 

” Vniehardouin (N'159, 160. 173—177-) and Nicetas fp. 387— 
394.) defcribe the expedition into Greece of the Marquis Boniface^ 
The Choniate might derive his information from his brother Michael, 
Archbifliop of Athens, whom he paints as an orator, a ftatefman, and a 

laint. His encomium of Athens, and the defcription of Tempe, ftould 
Ije publilhed from the Bodleian MS. of Nicetas (Fabric. Bibliot. Grroc. 
tona. vi» p. 405 •)» and would have delerved Mr. Harris’s inquiries. 

** Napoli di Romania, or Nauplia, the ancient fea-port of Ai-gos, k 

frill a place of frrength and cofideration, fituate on a rocky peninfula,, 
vrith a good harbour (Chandler’s Travels into Greece, p. 327.). 
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Turkifli fultaii of IcQnium'^ I lliall not defcend 
to the pedigree of families and the rent-roll of 
eftates, but I wifli to ipecify that the Counts of 
Blois and St. Pol were invefted with the duchy 
of Nice and the lordfliip of Demotica’^; the 
principal fiefs were held by the fervice of coiIt 
liable, chamberlain, cup-bearer, butler, and chief 
cook 5 and our hiflorian, Jeffrey, of Villehardouin, 
obtained a fair eftablifliinent on the banks of the 
Ilebrus, and united the double office of marflial 
of Champagne and Bomania. At the head of 
his knights and archers, each baron mounted on 
horfeback to fecure the poffeffion of his lliare, 
and their firffc efforts were generally fuccefsfuh 
But the public force was weakened by their dif- 
perfion ; and a thoiifand quarrels muff arife under 
a law, and among men, whofe foie umpire was 
the fword. Within three months after the con- 
quefl of Conffantinople, the Emperor and the 
King of Theffalonica drew their hoftile followers 
into the field ; they were reconciled by the au- 
thority of the doge, the advice of the marfhaJ, 
and the firm freedom of their peers*®. 


I have foftened the expreffion of Nicetas, who fkives to expofe 
the prefumption of the Franks. See de Rebus poft C. P. expugnatum, 
p. 375-— 384. 

‘5 A. city fuiTounded by the river Hebrus, and fix, leagues to the 
fouth of Adrianoplej received from its double wall the Greek of 
Didymoteichos, infenfibly corrupted into Demotica and Dimot. I 
have preferred the more convenient and modem appellation of De- 
motica. Tlxis place was the laftTurlrilh refidence of Charles XII. 

Their quarrel is told by Villehardouia (N°i46»— 158,) with, the 
fpirit of freedom. The merit and reputation of the marfhal are ac- 
knowledged by the Greek hidorian (p. 387.), ftsya reig Acbtikbs 
iiiva^EVM rpa'rtv^aori; unlike fome modem hEscoes, wliole explt^s at® 
only vifible in their own memoirs. .... 

Two 
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CHAP. Two fugitives, wh had reigned at Coiiftantlv 
, nople,ftillafferted the title of Emperor; and the 
Eevok of fubje(^s of their fallen throne might be moved to 
theGreeks, l^y misfortiuies of the elder Alexius, or 
1S04, &c. excited to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufie. A 
domeftic alliance, a common intereft, a fimilar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguilhing his enemies, 
a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
ufurper to unite with the former th e relics of his 
power. Mourzoufie was received with fmiles and 
honours in the camp of his father Alexius; but 
the wicked can never love, and fhould rarely trufi;, 
their fellow criminals; he was feized in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, flripped of his troops 
and treafures, and turned out to wander an objedt 
of horror and contempt to thofe who with more 
propriety could hate, and with more juftice could 
punifii, the aflaffui of tlie Emperor Ifaac and his 
ion. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or remorfe, 
•was dealing over to Afia, he was feized by the 
Latins of Conftantiiiople, and condemned, after 
an open trial, to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the ftake; and it -was refolved 
that Mourzoufie*? fliould afcend the Theodofi-an 
column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 
and fbrty.feven feet in height 'k From the fum- 

mit 

See the fate of Mourzoufie, in Nicetas (p. 393.), Vlllehardoum- 
(N” 141—145. 163.), and Guntherus (c. ao, ai.). Neither the mar- 
ihal nor the monk afford a grain of pity for a tyrant or rebel, whofe 
punifhment, however, was more unexampled than his crime. 

I ’ The column of Arcadius, which reprefents in baflb relievo his vic- 
tories, or thofe of his father Theodofius, is ftill extant at Conftantl- 

nople. 
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ittit he was caft down headlong, and dalhed in 
pieces on the pavement, in the prefence of in- 
numerable fpe^lators, who filled the forum of 
Taurus, and admired the accomplifliment of an 
old prediction, which was explained by this fin- 
gular event The fate of Alexius is lefs tra- 
gical : he was fent by the Marquis a captive to 
Italy, and a gift to the King of the Romans ; but 
he had not much to applaud his fortune, if the 
fentence ofimprifonment and exile were changed 
from a fortrefs in the Alps to a monallery in 
Afia. But his daughter, before the national ca- 
lamity, had been given in marriage to a young 
hero who continued the fiicceffion, and reftored 
the throne, of the Greek princes The valour 
of Theodore Lafcaris was fignalifed in the two 
fieges of Conftantinople. After the flight of 
Mourzoufle, when the Latins were already in 
the city, he offered himfelf as their emperor to 
the foidiers and people; and his ambition, 
which might be virtuous, vras undoubtedly 
brave. Could he have infufed a foul into the 


nople. It is defcribed and raeafured, Gyllius (Topograpn.iv. 7.), Ban- 
duri (ad 1 . i. AntIquIt. C. P. p. 507* &c.), and Toumefbrt (Voyage du 
Bevant, tom.ii. lettre xii. p. asi.). 

'3 The nonfenfe of Gunther and the modern Greeks concerning this 
columnafatidka, is unworthy of notice ; but it is Angular enough that 
fifty years before the Latin congueft, the poet Tzetes (Chiliad, ix. a 7 7.) 
relates the dream of a matron,, who faw an army in the forum, and a 
man fitting on the column, clapping his hands, and uttering a loud 
exclamation. 

““ The dynafties of Nice, Trebkond, and Epirus (of which Nicetas 
faw the origin without much pleafiire or hope), are learnedly ex- 
plored, and clearly reprefented* io the Familise Byzaatinse of 
Ducange. 

mub 
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CHAP, multitude, they might have crufhed the ftrangers 

. , under their feet : their abje6t deipair refiifed his 

aid, and Theodore retired to breathe the air of 
freedom in Anatolia, beyond the immediate 
view and piu'fuit of the conquerors. Under the 
title, at firft of defpot, and afterwards of empe- 
ror, he drew to his ftandard the bolder fpirits, 
who were fortified againft flavery by the con- 
tempt of life ; and as every means was lawful for 
the public fafety, implored without fcriiple the 
alliance of the Turkifli fultan. Nice, where 
Tlieodore eftablifhed his refidence, Priifa and 
Philadelphia, Smyrna and Ephefus, opened 
their gates to their deliverer : he derived 
ftrength and reputation fi’om his vidtories, and 
even from his defeats : and the fuccefibr of Con-, 
ftantine preferved a fragment of the empire from 
the banks of the Mmander to the friburbs of Ni- 
The dukes comedia, and at length of Condantinople. An- 
ronofTre- Other portion, diftant and obfcure,, was poflefied 
bizond. by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a fon of the 
virtuous Manuel, a grandfon of the tyrant An- 
dronicus. His name was Alexius j and the epi- 
thet of great was applied perhaps to his llature, 
rather than to his exploits. By the indulgence of 
the Angeli*, he was appointed governor or duke 
of Trebizond ** 5 his birth gave him ambition, 


Except feme fails in Pachymet and Nicephonis Gregoras, wliicli 
will hereafter be ufed, the Byzantine writers difdain to fpeak of the 
empire of Trebaond, or principality of the La%i ; and among the 
Latins, it is confpicuous only in the romances of the xivth or xvth 
centuries. Yet the indefatigable Ducange has dug out (Fam. Byz. 
p. 193.) two authentic paflages in Vincent of Beauvais (1. xxxl. c. 144.), 
and the protonotary Ogerius (apud Wading, A. 1 >. 1379. N’ 4.). 

■ the. 
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the revolution independence 5 and without chap. 
changing his title, he reigned in peace from , 

Sinope to the Phafis, along the coaft of the 
Black Sea. His namelefs fon and fucceflbr is 
defcribed as the vaffal of the fultan, whom he 
ferved with two hundred lances ; that Comnenian 
Prince was no more than Duke of Trebizond, 
and the title of Emperor was firll alTumed by 
the pride and envy of the grandfon of Alexius. 

In the Weft, a third fragment was faved from 
the common fhipwreck by Michael, a haftard Epirus, 
of the hoiife of Angeli, who, before the revo- 
lution, had been known as an hoftage, a foldier, 
and a rebel. His flight from the camp of the 
Marquis Boniflice fecured his freedom; by liis 
marriage with the governor’s daughter, he com- 
manded the important place of Durazzo, af- 
fumed the title of defpot, and founded a ftrong 
and confpicuous principality in Epirus, AEtolia, 
and Theftaly, which have ever been peopled by 
a warlike race. The Greeks, who had offered 
their fervice to their new fovereigns, were ex- 
cluded by the haughty Latins” from all civil and 
military honours, as a nation born to tremble 
and obey. Their refentment prompted them to 
ftiew that they might have been ufefiil friends, 
fince they could be dangerous enemies ; their 

^ The portrait of the French Latins is drawn in Nicetas by the 
hand of prejudice and refentment : ruv tSwv sts Agto; spyce 

wapa<rUju^f/S?i»icrv(w aXX' ns TW jfCKpiTftW twv hbotuv Trap* 

rois ^«p|Sapo<; rarois me^en^srop Jcaj Weppa tsto otfiSfi T»y <pvcriv ris-£iy 
aywuEpoj, Toy %o?kOy E»;^oy ra Tloya TTpflTpi^ej'ra. 
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c HAP nerves were braced by adverfity; whatever was 

. . learned or holy, whatever was noble or valiant, 

rolled away into the independent dates of Tre- 
bizond, Epirus, and Nice ; and a tingle patri- 
cian is marked by the ambiguous praile of at- 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vul- 
gar herd of the cities and the country would 
have gladly fubmitted to a mild and regular fer- 
vitiide ; and the tranlient diforders of war 
would have been obliterated by fome years of 
induftry and peace. But peace was banillied, 
and induftry was crufhed, in the diforders of : 

the feudal fyftem. The Roman J^mperoi's of 
Conftantinople, if they were endow^ed with abi- 
lities, were armed with power for the protedbion 
of their fubjedts : their laws were wife, and their 
adminiftration was limple. The Latin throne 
was filled by a titular prince, the chief, and i 

often the fervant, of his licentious confederates; I 

the fiefs of the empire, from a kingdom to a I 

caftle, W'ere held and ruled by the fword of the I 

barons : and their difeord, poverty’’, and ig- 
norance, extended their ramifications of tyranny 
to the moft fequeftered villages. The Greeks 
were opprefted by the double weight of the priett, ; 

who was invefted with temporal power, and of 
the foldier, who was inflamed by fanatic hatred ; 
and the infuperable bar of religion and language 
for ever feparated the ftraiiger and the native. 

As long as the,crufaders W’ere united at Con- 
ftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, 
and the terror of their arms, impofed filence on 
the captive land ; their dilperfion betrayed the 

2 fmallnef® ' 


OT THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


257 

ftnallnefs of tlieir numbers and the defedts of c H A p» 
their difcipline ; and fome failures and mifchances , . 

revealed the fecret, that they were not invincible. 

As the fear of the Greeks abated, their hatred in- 
creafed. They murdered j they confpiredj and 
before a year of flavery had elapfed, they im- 
plored, or accepted, the fuccour of a Barbarian, 
whofe power they had felt, and wliofe gratitude 
the}' trufted 

The Latin conquerors had been fainted with a The Bui- 
folemn and early embahy from John, or Joannice, 
or Calo-Jolin, the revolted chief of the Biilga- 1295^ 
rians and Walachians. He deemed himfelf their 
brother, as the votary of the Roman pontiff, 
from whom he had received the regal title and an 
holy banner; and in the fubverfion of the Greek 
monarchy, he might afpire to the name of their 
friend and accomplice. But Calo- John was afto- 
nilhed to find, that the Count of Flanders had 
affumed the pomp and pride of the fiicccffors of 
Conflantine; and his ambalTadors were difmilTcd 
with an haughty raeffage, that the rebel mull de- 
ferve a pardon, by touching with his forehead 
the footllool of the Imperial throne. His refent- 
ment would have exhaled in a6ls of violence 
and blood : his cooler policy watched the riling 
difeontent of the Greeks; affedled a tender con- 

I here begin to ufe> with freedom and confidence, the eight books 
of the Hiftoire de C. P. fous fEmpire des Francois, whicli Ducange iias 
given as a fupplement to Villehardouin ; and which, in a barbarous 
ftyle, deferves the praife of an originai and claflic work. 

In Calo-Joha’s anfwer to the pope, we may find his claims and 
complaints (Gefta Innocent. III. c. jc?8, 109.): he was cherilheilat 
Rome -as the prodigal fon. 
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P. cern for their fujBferingsj and promifed, that their 
firil: druggies XQi' freedom fliouki be fupported by 
his perfon and kingdom. The conlpiracy was 
propagated by natioiial hatred,, the firmed: band 
of affockidoii and teecy : the Greeks were impa- 
tient to iheath their daggers in the breads of the 
victorious ftrangers; but the execution was pru- 
dently delayed, till Henry, the Emperor’s brother, 
had tranfported the flower of his troops beyond 
the Heliefpont. Mott of the towns and villages 
of Thrace were true to tlie moment and the fignal: 
and the Latins, without arms or fufpicioii, were 
flaughtered by the vile and mercilefs revenge of 
their tlaves, Erom Demotica, the fli-tt feene of 
the maflacre, the furviving vatfals of the Count 
of St.Pol efcaped to Adrianople j but the French 
and Venetians, who occupied that city, were 
flain or expelled by the fiirious multitude j the 
garrifons that could efifeCl their retreat fell back 
on each other tov/ards the metropolis 5 and the 
fortrefles, that feparately flood againfl: the rebels, 
were ignorant of each other’s and of their fove- 
reign’s fate. The voice of fame and tear an-, 
nounced the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid 
approach of their Bulgarian ally; and Calo-John, 
not depending on the forces of his own kingdom^, 
had drawn from the Scythian wildernefs a body 
of fourteen thoiifand Gomans, who drank, as it 
W'asfaid, tlie blood of their captives,, and facrificed 
the Chriftians on the altars of their gods 

Alarmed* 

1 he Canians were a Tartar or Turkman hord, which encamped'; 
lu the siith ami .xiikh centuries on the verge of Moldavia. The' 
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Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, 
the Emperor difpatched a fwift meffenger to recal 
Count Henry and his troops ; and had Baldwin 
expected the return of his gallant brother, with 
a fupply of twenty thoiifand Armenians, he might 
haye encountered the invader with equal numbers 
and a decifive fuperiority of arms and difcipline. 
But the fpirit of chivalry could feldom difcrimi- 
nate caution from cowardice ^ and the Emperor 
took the field with an hundred and forty knights, 
and their train of archers and ferjeants. The 
marfliai, who diffuaded and obeyed, led the van- 
guard in their march to Adriaiiople j the main 
body was commanded by the Count of Blois ; 
the aged Doge of Venice followed with the rear; 
and their fcanty numbers were increafed from all 
fides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 
befiege the rebels of Adrianople ; and fiich was 
the pious tendency of the crufades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the country 
for their fubfiftence, and in framing engines for 
the deftru6lion of their fellow-chriftians. But 
the Latins were foon interrupted and alarmed by 
the light cavalry of the Comans, who boldly 
ikirmiClied to the edge of their iniperfedt lines : 
and a proclamation was ifiiied by the Marlbal of 
Romania, that, on the trumpet’s found, the ca- 
valry flioold mount and form ; but that none, 
under pain of death, fliould abandon themfelves 

greater part were pagans, bat fonte were Mahometans, and the 
w'lioic liord was converted to Chriftiaa^ (A,P. 1730) by Lewis 
King of Htingary. 
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CHAP, to a defultory and dangerous purfuit. This -wife 
. injundhion was firft difobeyed by the Count of 
Blois, who involved the Emperor in his raihnefs 
and niiii. The Comans, of the Parthian or Tar- 
tar fchool, fled before their firft charge j but 
after a. career of two leagues, when the knights 
and their liorfes were almoft breathlefs, they fud- 
denly turned, rallied and encorapafted the heavy 
Defeat and fquadi’ons of the Franks. The Count was flain on 
SSwin Emperor was made prifoner; and 

A. D. if the one difdained to fly, if the other refufed 
ApS^i- their perfonal bravery made a poor 

atonement for their ignorance, or negledt of the 
duties of a general 

Proud of his vidlory and his royal prize, the 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the deftrudtion of the Latins. They 
muft, inevitably have been deftroyed, if the Mar- 
flial of llomania had not difplayed a cool courage 
and confummate Ikili : uncommon in all ages, 
but moft uncommon in thofe times, when war 
Re‘reat of ^ paflioii, rather than a fcience. His grief 
the Latins, and fears were poured into the firm and faithful 
bofom of the doge; but in the camp he diffufed 
an afiiirance of fafety, which could only be re- 
alized by the general belief. All day he main- 
tained his perilous ftation between the city and 
the Barbarians: Villehardouin decamped in 

Nicetas, from ignorance or malice, imputes the defhat to the 
cowardice of Dandolo (p. 383.)} but Villehardouin Ihares his own 
glory with his venerable friend, qui viels home ere et gote ne vepit, 
niais mult tre fages et prenset vigueros (N° 193.}. 
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fiieiice, at the dead of night; and his mafterly re- 
treat of three days, would have defervedthepraife 
of Xenophon and the ten thoufand. In the I'ear 
themarlhalfupportedthe weight of thepurfuit; in 
the front he moderated the impatience of the fu- 
gitives ; and wherever the Comans approached, 
they were repelled by a line of impenetrable 
fpears. On the third day, the weary troops be- 
held the fea, the folitary to.wn of Rodofto*^, and 
their friends, who had landed from the Afiatic 
ftore. They embraced, they wept; but they 
united their arms and councils ; and, in his bro- 
ther’s abfence, Count Henry ahiuned the regency 
of the empire, at once in a date of childhood and 
caducity If the Comans withdrew from the 
furamer heats, feven thoufand Latins, in the hour 
of danger, delerted Conftantinople, their bre- 
thren, and their vows. Some partial fuccefs 
was overbalanced by the lofs of one hundred 
and twenty knights in the field of Rufium; 
and of the Imperial domain, no more was left 
than the capital, with two or three adjacent 
fortreOes on the iliores of Europe and Afia. 
The King of Bulgaria ^yas reliftlefs and inexor- 
able ; and Calo-Jolm refpedlfully eluded the 
demands of the Pope, ■who conjured his new 

The truth of geography, and the original text of Villehardouin 
(N^ 194.^ place Rodofto three days journey (trois journCes) from Adria- 
nople : but Vigenere, in his verfion, has moft abfurdly fubllituted trots 
heures / and this error, which is not corredled by Ducange, has en- 
trapped feveral moderns, whofe names I ihaU fpare. 

The reign and end of Baldwin are related by Villehardouin and 
Mcetas (p. 386— 416.) : and their oraiffions are fupplied by Ducange 
jn his Ohfervatlons, and to the end of his firft book. 
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profelyte to reftore peace and tlie Emperor to 
the affli6ted Latins. The deliverance of Bald- 
win was no longer, he laid, in the power of 
man : that prince died in prifon ; and the man- 
ner of bis death is varioiifly related by ignorance 
and credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend 
will be pleafed to hear, that the royal captive 
was tempted by the amorous queen of the Bul- 
garians ; that his chafte refufal expofed him to 
tile fiilfehood of a woman and the jealoiify of a 
favage *, that his hands and feet were fevered 
from bis body j that bis bleeding trunk was caft 
among the carcafes of dogs and borfes ; and that 
he breathed three days, before lie was devoured 
by the birds of prey'^^ About twenty years 
afterwards, in a wood of the Netherlands, an 
hermit anpoimced bimfelf as the true Baldwin, 
the Eriiperor of Conftantinople, and lawful .fo- 
verefgii of Flanders. He related the wonders 
of his efcape, his adventures, and his penance, 
among a people prone to believe and to rebel ; 
and, ill the firll tranfport, Flanders acknowledged 
her long-loft fovereign. A fliort examination be- 
fore the French court detected the impoftor, who 
was pnniflied with an ignominious death j but 
the Flemings ftill adhered to the plealing error ; 
and the Countefs Jane is accufed by the graveft 

After bruihing away all doubtful and improbable circumfiancea, 
we may prove the death of Baldwin, i. By the firm belief of the French 
barons (Viilehardouin, N" 330.), a. By the declaration of Calo-John 
bimfelf, who excufes his not releafing the captive Emperor, quia 
debitura carnis exfolverat cum careers teneretur (Gefta Innocent. III. 
c. 109.). 
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liifloriaiis of facrificing to her ambition the life c h ap. 
of an unfortunate father .... j 

In all civilized hoftility, a treaty is eftabliflied Reign and 
for the exchange or ranfom of prifoners j and if 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is a. D. 
known, and they are treated according to their 
3’ank with humanity or honour. But the favag’e 1^16, 
Bulgarian was a llranger to the laws of war j his 
priibns were involved in darknefs and filence ; 
and Lihcivc a year elapfed before the Latins could 
be aiTured of the death of Baldwin, before his 
brother, the regent H/nry, v.o-uld conientto af- 
fume the title of emperor. His m;>defation was 
applauded by the Greeks as an a 6 t of rare and 
inimitable virtue. Their light and perfidious 
ambition was eager to feize or anticipate the 
moment of a racancy, while a law of fiicceffion, 
the guardian both of the prince and peo})ie, was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the here- 
ditary moaiarchies of Europe. In the fupport 
of the Eaftern empire, Henry was gradually 
left without an ailbciate, as the heroes of the 
crufade retired from the world or from the war. 

The doge of Venice, the venerable Dandolo, 
in the fullnefs of years and glory, funk into 
the grave. The Marquis of Montferrat was 
flowly recalled from the Peloponnefian war to 
the revenge of Baldwin and the defence of 
Theffalonica. Some nice difjmtes of feudal 

See the ftoty of tMs impoftor from the French and Fleraifli writ- 
«rs in Oucange, HLft. de C. P. iii. 9. j and the ridiculous fables that 
were believed by the monks of Stidban's, in Mattliew Parisj, Hift. 

Major, p.ayi, »7». 
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c H A p. homage and fervice were reconciled in a 

, fonal interview between the Emperor and the 

King : they were firmly united by mutual efleera 
and the common danger ; and their alliance was 
fealed by the nuptial of Henry with the daugh- 
ter of the Italian prince. He foon deplored the 
lofs of his friend and father. At the perfuafion 
of fome faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold 
and fuccefsful inroad among the hills of Rho- 
dope : the Bulgarians fled on his approach ; they 
aflembled to harrafs his retreat. On the intel- 
ligence that his rear was attacked, without wait- 
ing for' any defenfive armour, he leaped on 
horfeback, couched his lance, and drove the 
enemies before him j but in the rafli purfuit he 
was pierced with a mortal wound j and the 
head of the King of Thefialonica was prefented 
to Calo-John, who enjoyed the honours, without 
the merit, of vidlory. It is here, at this melan- 
choly event, that the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of 
Villehardouin feems to drop or to expire and 
if he flill exercifed his military office of marflial 
of Romania, his fubfequent exploits are buried 
in oblivion The charadter of Henry was 
not unequal to his arduous fituation : in the fiege 


Villeliardoub, N“ zjf. 1 q-uote, ■with regret, this lamentable 
pnclufion, where we lofe at once the original hiftory, and the rich 
illuftrations of Ducange. The lafl; pages may derive feme light from 
Henry’s two epiftles fo Innocent III. (Gefta, c. 106, 107.}. 

The Marihal was alive in laia, but he probably died foon 
afterwards, without returning to France (Ducange, Obfervations fur 
Villehardouin, p. *38.). His fief of Meflinople, the gift of Boniface, 
was the ancient MaximianopoKs, which flourilhed in the time of 
Ammiaaus Marcellinus, among the eWes of Thrace. (N' 14 1.}. 
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©f Conftantinople, and beyond the Hellefpont, he 
had deferred the fame of a valiant knight and a 
fkilfiil commander; and his courage was tem- 
pered with a degree of prudence and mildnefs un- 
known to his impetuous brother. In the double 
war againft the Greeks of Ada and the Bul- 
garians of Europe, he was ever the foremoft on 
Ihipboard or on horfeback ; and though he cau- 
tioufly provided for the fuccefs of his arms,, the 
drooping Latins were often roufed by his example 
to lave and to fecond their fearlefs Emperor. But 
fuch efforts, and fome fiipplies of men and money 
from France, were of lefs avail than the errors, 
the cruelty, and death of their mofl formidable 
adverfary. When the defpair of the Greek fub- 
jedls invited Calo-John as their deliverer, they 
hoped that he would protedt their liberty and 
adopt their laws: they were foon taught to com- 
pare the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe- 
crate the favage conqueror, who no longer dif- 
fembied his intention of difpeopling Thrace, of 
demolilliing the cities, and of tranfplanting'tlie 
inhabitants beyond the Danube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evacuated ; 
an heap of ruins marked the place of Philippo- 
polis, and a limilar calamity was expected at De- 
motica and Adrianople, by the firft authors of 
the revolt. They railed a cry of grief and repent- 
ance to the throne of Henry; the Emperor alone 
had the magnanimity to forgive and trull them. 
No more than four hundred knights, with their 
ferjeants and archers, could be allembled under 
his banner; and with this Bender force he fonghl 

and 
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CHAP, and repiilfed the Bulgarian, who, befides his iii» 
fantr)^, was at the head of forty thoiiiand horfe« 
In this expedition, Henry felt the difterence be» 
tween an hoflile and a friendly country; the re- 
maining cities were preferved by bis arms j and 
the favage, with fliame and lofs, was compelled 
to relinqiiifli his prey. The fiege of Theffalonica 
was the laft of the evils which Calo- John inflidted 
or fuffered : he was ftabbed in the night in his 
tent ; and the general, perhaps the affaflin, who 
found him weltering in liis blood, afcribed the 
blow with general applaiife to the lance of St. 
Demetrius”. After feveral vidtories, the pru- 


dence of Henry concluded an honourable peace 
with the fucceffor of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
fome doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re- 
ferved for himfeif and his feudatoriewS ; and his 


reign, which lafted only ten years, afforded a 
fhort interval of prolperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Bonifirce, he 



jfreely entruftedto the Greeks the moft important 
offices of the ffate and army : and his liberality 
of fentiment and practice, was the more leafon- 
able, as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al- 
ready learned to feduce and employ the merce- 
nary valour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite and reward his deferving fubje6i;s 
of every nation and language ; but he appeared 

^ The church of this patron of Tlieflaionica was fenod by the canons 
of the holy fepulchre, and contained a divine ointment which diftilled 
daily and ftupendous miracles (Ducange, Hift. de C. F. ii. 4.). 

left 
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iefs folicitous to accomplifti the impr amicable c 
union of the two churches. Pelagius, the pope’s 
legate, who a6ted as the fovereign of Conftan- 
tuiople,had interdicted the worfliip of theGreeks, 
and fternly impofed the payment of tithes, the 
double proceffion of the Holy Ghoft, and a 
blind obedience to the lioraan pontiif. As the 
weaker party, they pleaded the duties of con- 
fcience, and implored the rights of toleration : 

“ Our bodies,” they faid, “ are Cserar’s, but 
our fouls belong only to God.” The perfe- 
cotion was checked by the hrmnefs of the Em- 
peror ; and if we can believe that the fame 
prince was poifoned by the Greeks themfelves, 
wc mull entertain a contemptible idea of the 
fenfe and gratitude of mankind. His valour w'as 
a vulgar attribute, which he fliared with ten tlion- 
fand knights j but Henry polfelled the fiiperior 
courage to oppole, in a fuperllitious age, the 
pride and avarice of the clergy. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia he prefumed to place his throne on 
the right-hand of the patriarch; and this pre- 
fumption excited the fliarped cenfure of Pope 
Innocent the Third. By a lalutary ediCl, one of 
the firft examples of the laws of mortmain, he 
prohibited the alienation of hefs ; many of the 
Latins, delirous of returning to Europe, refigned 
their eftates to the church for a Ipiritual or tern* 
poral reward ; thefe holy lands were immediately 
difcharged from military fervice; and a colony of 

Acropolila (e. 17,} obfems the i^eeutioii of the legate, and the 
toieratioa of Henry ('E§« as he calk han)f x2iu|w» 

foldiers 
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CHAP, foldiers would have been gradually transformed 
j into a college of priefts 

The virtuous Henry died at Theflalonicaj in 
SuTteliy, defence of that kingdom, and of an infant. 
Emperor of the fou of liis friend Boniface. In the two fiidl 
of Conftantinople, the male line of the 
A.D. counts of Flanders was extindt. But their lifter 
l*rii’9 Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew King of Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the crofs. By 
feating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom j but the pru- 
dent Andrew revered the laws of fucceffion j and 
the princefs A'clande, with her hulband Peter of 
Courtenay, Count of Auxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to aftiime the empire of the Eaft. The 
royal birth of his father, the noble origin of his 
mother, recommended to the barons of France 
the firft coulin of their king. His reputation was 
fair, his poffefllons were ample, and, in the bloody 
crufade againft the Albigeois, the foldiers and the 
priefts had been abundantly fatisfied of his zeal and 
valour. V anity might applaud the el evation of a 
French emperor of Conftantinople 5 hut prudence 
‘ miift pity, rather than envy, his treacherous and 
imaginary greatnefs. To aftert and adorn his 
title, he was reduced to fell or mortgage the bell 

See the reigii of Hemry, in Ducange (Hift. tie C,P. l.I. c. 35 

41. I. ii. c. I — zz.), who is much Indebted to the Epiftles of the Popes. 
Le Beau (Hift. du Bas Empire, tom.xxi. p. lao — laa.) has found, 
perhaps in Doutreman, fome laws of Henry, which determined the 
fervke of fiefs, and the prerogative of the emperor. 
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of his patrimony. By thefe' expedients, the iibe- chap. 
rality of his royal kinfman Philip Auguftus, and . 

the national Ipirit of chivalry, he was enabled to 
pafs the Alps at the head of one hundred and 
forty knights, and five thoufand five hundred fer- 
jeants and archers. After fome hefitation, Pope 
Honorius the Third was perfuaded to crown the 
fiiccefibr of Conflantine : but he performed the 
ceremony in a church without the walls, left he 
fliould feem to imply or to bellow any right of 
fovereignty over the ancient capital of the empire. 

The Venetians liad engaged to tranfport Peter 
and his forces beyond the Adriatic, and the Em- 
prefs, with lier four children, to the Byzantine 
palace j but they I'equired j, as the price of their . 
fervice, that he iliould recover Durazzo from the 
defpot of Epirus. Michael Angel us, or Comne- 
nus, the firfl of his dyiiafly, had bequeathed the 
fiicceffion of his power and ambition to Theodore, 

Ms legitimate brother, who already threatened 
and invaded the eftablifhments of the Latins. 

After difcharging his debt by afruitlefs afikult, 
the Emperor railed the liege to profecute a long 
and perilous journey over land from Durazzo to 
Theffalonica. He was foon loll in the mountains 
of Epirus : the pafles were fortified j his provi- 
fions exhaufled : he was delayed and deceived by 
a treacherous negociation; and, after Peter of Hiseapti- 
Courtenay and the Roman legate had been ar- 
relied in a banquet, the French troops, without a.d. 
leaders or hopes, were eager to excliange their 
arms for the delufive promife of mercy and bread, 

The Vatican thundered and the impious Theo- 
dore 
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c i-r A p. dore was threatened with the vengeance of ear tli 
and heaven j but the captive Emperor and his 
foldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
Pope are confined to the iinprifbnment of his 
legate. No fooner was he fatisfied by the deli- 
verance of the prieft and a proinife of fpiritual 

obedience, than he pardoned and prote<a;ed the 
defpot of Epirus. His peremptory commands 
fufpended the ardour of the Venetians and the 
King of Hungary ; and it was only by a natural 
or untimely death that Peter of Courtenay was 
releafed from his hopelefs captivity 
Robert The long ignoranceof hisfate, and the prefence 

Empew Qf lawM fovereign, of Yoknde, his wife or 
tinopie, widow, delayed the proclamation ot a new em- 

A.D. peror. Before her death, and in the midfl of 
i»a8. her grief, fhe was delivered of a fon, who was 
named Baldwin, the laft and moft unfortunate 
of the Latin princes of Conftan tinople. His birth 
endeared him to the barons of Romania ; but his^ 
childhood would have prolonged the troubles of a 
minority, and his claims were fuperfeded by the 
elder claims of his brethren. The firft of thefe, 
Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mo- 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wifdom 
to prefer the fubftance of % marquifate to the 

^ Amjpolita (c. 14.) affirms, that Peter of Courtenay died by the 
fword (ffyon <y6«crSwq ; but from his dark expteffions, I 

Ihould conclude a previous captivity, wj i^iurai vomat 

cm TTOfl-t cnavm. The Chronicle of Auxerre delays the emperoFs 
death till the year IZI9; and Auxerre is in the neighbourhood of 
Courtenay. 

See the reign and deaffi of Peter of Courtenay, in Ducange (Hift. 
de C. P. I. ii. c. zz — zS.), who feebly lirives to excufe the negle<a of 
the OTperor byHonoriug III. 

xo lhadow 
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fhadow of an empire ; and on his refnfal, Robert, 
the fecoiid of the fons of Peter and Yolande, was 
called to the throne of Conftantinople. Warned 
by his father’s mifchance, he purfued his flow and 
feenre journey through Germany and along the 
Danube : a pafliige was opened by his flfter’s 
marriage with the King of Hungary j and the 
Emperor Robert was crowned by the patriarch itj 
the cathedral of St.Sophia. But his reign w^as 
an sera of calamity and dilgrace; and the colony, 
as it was fly led, of New Fkance yielded on all 
ides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After 
a victory, which he owed to his perfidy rather 
than his courage, Theodore Angelas entered the 
kingdom of Tlielfalonica, expelled the feeble 
Demetrius, the fon of the Marquis Boniface, 
ereiSted his ftandard on tlie walls of Adrianople ; 
and added, by his vanity, a third or fourth name 
to the lilt of rival emperors. The relics of the 
Afiatic province were fwept away by John Va- 
taces, the fon-indaw and fucceflbr of Theodore 
Lafearis, and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty- 
three years, difplayed the virtues both of peace 
and war. Under his difeipline the fwords of the 
French mercenaries were the mofl efte^lual in- 
llriiment of his conquefts, and their defertion 
from the fervice of their country was at once a 
fymptom and a caufe of the riling afeendant of 
the Greeks. By the conftrmStion of a fleet, he 
obtained the command of the Hellefpont, re- 
duced the iflands of Lefbos and Rhodes, attack- 
ed the Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the 
rare and parfimonious fuccours of the Well. 

. Once, 
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c H A P. Once, and once only, the Latin emperor fent an 
^ , array againfl; Vataces ; and in the defeat of that 

array, the veteran knights, the laft of the original 
conqiierons, were left on the field of battle. 

But the fuccefs of a foreign enemy was lefs pain- 
ful to the pLifillanimous Robert than the infolence 
of his Latin fubjeets, who confounded the weak- 
nefs of the emperor and of the empire. His per- 
fonal misfortunes will prove the anarchy of the 
government and the ferocioufnefs of the times. 

The amorous youth had neglected his Greek 
bride, the daughter of Vataces, to introduce into 
the palace, a beautiful maid, of a private, though 
noble, family of Artois*, and her mother had 
been tempted by the luftre of the purple to for- 
feit her engagements with a gentleman of Bur- 
gundy. His love was converted into rage 5 he 
affembled his friends, forced the palace gates, 
threw the mother into the fea, and inhumanly 
cut oif the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine 
of the Emperor. Inflead of pimifliing the offend- f 
er, the barons avowed and applauded the fivage 
deed"®, wdiich, as a prince and as a man, it was 
irapolfible that Baldwin fhould forgive. He 
efcaped from the guilty city to implore the j iiflice ' 
or compaflion of the pope*, the Emperor was ' 
coolly exhorted to return to his Ration ; before j 

he could obey, he funk under the weight of | 

grief, fliame, and impotent refentment I 

Marinus Sanutus (Secret^ Fidelium Crucis,!. ii. p.^. c. 18. p.73.) 
is fo much delighted with this bloody deed, that he has tranfcribed it 
iii his margin as a bonum exemplum. Yet he acknowledges the 
darnfcl for the lawful wife of Robert. 

See the reign of Robert, in Ducange (Hift, de C, P. I, iii, c i — i a.). 

' It 
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It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour c H A p. 
could alcend from a private ft'ation to the thrones , 
of Jerufalem and Conftantinople. The titular Baidwinii. 
Idngdom of Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, aiidjohn 
the daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Mont- Ei^eroiT’ 
ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeric or ofConftan- 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brieune, 
of a noble family in Champagne, by the public laaS— 
voice, and the judgment of Philip Auguitus, 
who named him as the mod worthy champion of 
the Holy Land In the fifth crufade, he led 
an hundred thoufand Latins to the conquefl 
of Egypt j by him the fiege of Damietta was 
achieved j and the fubfequent failure was juflly 
afcribed to the pride and avarice of the legate* 

After the marriage of his daughter with Frederic 
the fecond'^', he was provoked by the Emperor's 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the church ; and though advanced in life, and 
defpoiied of royalty, the fword and fpirit of John 
of Brienne were ftiil ready for the fervice of 
Chriftendom. In the feven years of his brother's 
reign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a date of childhood, and the barons of 
Romania felt the flrong neceffity of placing the 
fceptre in the hands of a man and an liero. The 

Rex igitur Francioe» deliberatione habita relpondit nuntiiff, fe da- 
turam hominem Syria: partibus aptuni ; in arrais pi obuna (prvux), in 
bellis fecuruni, in ageudis providum, Johannem oomitem Brennenfem. 

Sanut, Secret. Fidelium, 1 . iii. p, xi. c. 4. p. xoj. Matthew Paris, 

P- 159- , , 

Giannone (Iftoria Civile, tom. ii. I. xvi. p. 380 — 385.) dlicufies 
the marriage of Frederic II. With the daughter of John of Briemie, 
and the double union of the crowns of Naples and Jerufalem. 

VOL. XI. T veteran 
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CHAP, veteran King of Jeiufalem might have difdained 

, . the name and office of regent 5 they agreed to 

invell him for his life with the title and preroga- 
tives of emperor', on the foie condition, that 
Baldwin ffioiild marry his fecond daughter, and 
fucceed at a mature age to the throne of Conftan- 
tiriople. The expedlation, both of the Greeks 
and Latins, was kindled by the renown, the 
choice, and the prefence of John of Biienne : 
and they admired his martial afpedl, his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfcore years, 
and his fize and llature, which furpaffed the 
common meafure of mankind But avarice, 
and the love of cafe, appeared to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprife : his troops were difbanded, 
atid t-v^o years rolled away without adtion or 
honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces Emperor of Nice, and of 
Azan King of Bulgaria. They belieged Conflan- 
tinople by fea and land with an army of one 
hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of three hun- 
dred fliips of war ; while the entire force of the 
Latin Emperor was reduced to one hundred and 
lixty knights, and a fmall addition of ferjeants 
and archers. I tremble to relate, that inftead of 
defending the city, the hero made a fally at the 
head of his cavalry j and that of forty-eight fqua- 
drons of the enemy, no more than three efcaped 

-S’ AcropoUta, c. a?. The hIftorIa« was at that time a boy, and 
educated at Conftantinople. In 1x33, when he was eleven years old, 
his father broke the Latin chain, left a fplendid fortune, and efcaped 
to the Greek court of Nice, where his fon was raifed to the higheht 
honours. 


from 
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from the edge of his invincible fword. Fired by c H A p. 
bis example, the infantry and the citizens boarded , , 

the veffels that anchored clofe to the, walls j and 
twenty-five were dragged in triumph into the 
harbour of Conftantinople. At the fummons of 
the Emperor, the vafTals and allies armed in her 
defence j broke through every obllacle that op- 
pofcd their paffage j and, in the fucceeding year, 
obtained a fecond viSlory over the fame enemies. 

By the rude poets of the age, John of Brienne 
is compared to He<Stor Roland, and Judas Ma- 
diabffius : but their credit, and his glory, re- 
ceives fome abatement from the filence of the 
Greeks. The empire was foon deprived of the 
fall of her champions •, and the dying monarch 
was ambitious to enter paradife in the habit of a 
Francifcan friar 

In the double vidory of John of Brienne, 1 BaidwmB. 
cannot difcover the name or exploits of his pupil 1^37! 
Baldwin, who had attained the age of militaiy'- March aj, 
fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dig- 

July *5, 

Philip Moulkes, Bifliop of Tournay (A.D.aa74 — laSa), has com- 
pofed a poem, or rather a firing of verfes, in had old Flemilh French, 
on the Latin emperoi’s of Coi^fiantinople, which Ducange has publiflied 
at the end of Villehardouin ; fee p. aa4. for the prowefs of John of 
prienne. 

N’Aie, Etfior, Roll’ ne Oglers 
Ne Judas Machabeus U fiers 
Taut ne fit d’armes en eftors 
Com fift li Rois Jehans cel jor» 

Et il defers et il dedans 
La paru fa force et les lens 
Et li hardlment qu’il avoit. 

See the reign of John de Brienne, in Dacange, Hift. de C. P. Liio 

^ 6 . ■ , ■ ' 
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F. nity on the deceafe of his adopted father The 
royal youth was employed on a, commiffion mpre 
fultahie to his temper j he was fen t to vifit the 
Weftern courts, of the Pope more efpecially, and 
of the King of France; to excite their pity by the 
view of his innocence and diftrefs ; and to obtain 
fome fupplies of men or money for the relief of 
the linking empire. He thrice repeated thefe 
mendicant vilits, in which he feemed to prolong 
his Hay, and pollpone his return ; of the live-and- 
twerity years of his reign a greater number were 
fpent abroad than at home ; and in no place did 
the Emperor deem himfelf lefs free and fecure 
than in his native country and liis capital. , On 
fome public occalions,his vanity might be foothed 
by the title of Augullus, and by the honours of 
the purple ; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the fecorid was excommunicated 
and depofedjhisOiiental colleague was enthroned 
on the right hand of the Pope. But how often 
was the exile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, 
humbled with fcorn, infulted with pity, and de- 
graded in his own eyes and thofe of the nations ! 
In his firft vilif to England he was flopped at 
Dover by a, fevere reprimand, that he diould 
prefume, without leave, to enter an, independent 
kingdom. After fome delay, Baldwin, however, 
was permitted to puifue his journey, was enter- 
tained with cold civility, and thankfully departed 

See thenrelgn, of Baldwin 11. till his expulfion from Coaftantinople, 
m Ducange, Jm de C.‘P. 1. iv. c. 1 — 34 . the eiid I v. c, 
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with a prefent of fe veil hundred marks From CHAP; 

the avarice of Rome, he, could only obtain the . . 

proclamation of a crufade, and a treafure of in- 
dulgences : a coin, whofe currency was depre- 
ciated by too frequent and indifcriminate abufe. 

His birth and misfortunes recommended him to 
the generofity of his coufin Lewis the ninth j but 
the martial zeal of the faint was diverted from 
Conflantinople to Egypt andPaleftine ; and the 
public and private poverty of Baldwin was alle- 
viated, for a moment, by the alienation of the 
raarquifate of Namur and the lordhiip of Courte- 
nay, the laft remains of his inheritance By 
fuch fliameful or ruinous expedients, he once 
more returned to Romania, with an army of 
thirty thoiifand foldiers, whofe numbers were 
doubled in the apprehenlion of the Greeks. His 
firft difpatches to France andEngland announced 
his vidlories and his hopes : he had reduced the 
country round the capital to the diftance of three 
days journey 5 and if he fucceeded againft an im- 
portant, though namelefs, city (moll probably 
Chiorli), the frontier ivould be fafe and the paf- 
figeacceffible. But thefeexpe6lations (if Baldwin 


Matthew Paris relates the two vlfits of Baldwin II. to the Englilh 
court, p. 396. <>37. : his return to Greece armata mand, p. 407. his 
letters of his nomen formidabile, &c. p.481. (a palTage which had 
efcaped Ducange) : his expulfion, p. S50. 

Louis IX. dliapproved and flopped the alienation of Courtenay 
(Ducange, 1 . iv. c. 23.). It is now annexed to the royal deraefhe, but 
granted for a term {engage) to the family of Boulainvilliers. Courtenay, 
in the eleftion of Nemours in the Ifle de France, is a town of 900 in- 
habitants, with the remains of a caftle (Melanges tire d’une grande 
Bibliotheque, tom.xlv. p. 74 — 77.), 

■ •T'.a: 


was 


378 


CHAP. 

LXl, 



The holy 
crown of 
thorns. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

was fine ere) quickly vanifiied like a dream j tlie 
troops and treafures of France melted away in 
his iinlkilful hands ; and the throne of the Latin 
Emperor was protedled by a diflionourable al- 
liance with the Turks and Gomans. To feciire 
the former, he confented to beftow his niece on 
the unbelieving fiiltan of Cogni; to pleafe the 
latter, he complied with their Pagan rites ; a dog 
was facrificed between the two armies ; and the 
contra6ting parties tailed each other^s blood, as 
a pledge of their fidelity In the palace or 
prifon of Confiantinople the fuccefibr of Anguftus 
demolilhed the vacant houfes for winter-fuel, and 
llripped the lead from the churches for the daily 
expence of his family. Some ufurious loans were 
dealt with a fcanty hand by the merchants of 
Italy j and Philip, his fon and heir, was pawned 
at Venice as the fecurity for a debt*’®. Thirll, 
hunger, and nakednels, are pofitive evils ; but 
wealth is relative ; and a prince, who would be 
rich in a private ftation, may be expofed by the 
increafe of his wants to all the anxiety and bitter- 
nefs of poverty. 

But in this abjefil dillrefs, the Emperor and 
empire were ftill pofiefied of an ideal treafure, 
which drew its fantaftic value from the fuperfti- 
tion of the Ghriftian world, The merit of the true 
crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent di- 
vifion j and a long captivity among the infidels 

Joinville, p, 104. edit, du Louvre. A Coman prince, who died 
without baptifm, was buried at the gates of Conftantinople with a live 
retinue of flaves and horfes, 

Sanut. Secret. Fidel. Crack} I. ii. p. iv. c. 18, p. 73., 

might 
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might fhecl fome fuipicion on the fragments that 
were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But an- 
other relic of the paflion was preferved in tlie 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople, and the 
crown of thorns which had been placed on 
the head of Chrift was equally precious and 
authentic. It had formerly been the pradtice 
of the Egyptian debtors to depoOt as a fecurity, 
the mummies of their pai'ents ; and both their 
honour and religion were bound for the re- 
demption of the pledge. In the fame manner, 
and in the abfence of the Emperor, the barons 
of Romania borrowed the fum of thirteen thou- 
fand one hundred and thirty-four pieces of 
gold 5® on the credit of the holy crown j they' 
failed in their performance of the contrail, and 
a rich Venetian, Nicholas Querini, undertook 
to fatisfy their impatient creditors on condi- 
dition that the relic Ihould be lodged at Ve- 
nice, to become his abfolute property, if it 
were not redeemed within a fliort and definite 
term. The barons apprized their fovereign of 
the hard treaty and impending lofs j and as the 
empire could not aftbrd a ranlbm of feven thou- 
fand pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious to 
fiiatch the prize from the Venetians, and to veil 
it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the moft Chriftian King^', Yet the 

nego- 

Under the words Perparust Perperot Byperperum^ Ducange is 
fhort and vague : Monetse genus. From a corrupt paflage of GuntUerus 
(Hift. C. P. c. 8. p. io.)» I guefs that the Perpera was the nummus 
aureus, the fourth part of a mark of filver* or about ten ftilllags fter- 
iing in value. In lead it would be too contemptible. 

For the tranflation of the holy crown> &c. from Couftantinople 
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CHAP, negotiation was attended with fome delicacy. In 
^ , the purchafe of relics the faint would have 

'ftartecl at the guilt of fimony : but if the mode of 
expreffion were changed, he might lawfully repay 
the debt, accept the gift, and acknowledge the 
obligation. His ambaffadors, two Dominicans^ 
were dif]3atched to Venice, to redeem and re- 
‘Ceive the holy crown, which had efcaped the 
dangers of the fea and the gallies of Vetaces. 
On • opening a wooden box, they recognized 
the feals of the doge and barons, which w'ere 
■applied on a flirine of filver: and within this 
fiirine the monument of the Paffion was en- 
clofed in a golden vafe. The reluctant Venetians 
yielded to juftice and power, the Emperor Fre- 
deric granted a free and honourable paffage, the 
court of France advanced as far as Troyes in 
Champagne, to meet with devotion this ineftim- 
ahle relic: it w'as borne in triumph through Paris 
by the King himfelf, barefoot, and in his lliirt ; 
and a free gift of ten thoufand marks of filver 
reconciled Baldwin to his lofs. The fuccefs of 
this tranfa6lion tempted the Latin Emperor to 
offer with the fame generofity the remaining fur- 
niture of his chapel^® ; a large and authentic por- 
tion of the true crofs 5 the baby-linen of the Son 
of God, the lance, the fponge, and the chain, 
of his Paffion, the rod of Mofes, and part of 

to Paris, See Ducange (Hift. de C. P. I.iv. c. ii — 14. 24. 35.) and 
Fleury (Hift. Ecclef. tom. xvii. p. aoi — 204.). 

^ Melanges tires d’une grande Bibliotheque, tom. xliiL ’p. 201 — 205. 

The LutrinofBoUeau exhibits the infide, the foul and manners of the 
Chapelk ; and many fads relative to the inftitution are col- 
leded and explained by his commentators, Broflette and de St. Marc. 

the 
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the Ikiill of St. John the baptift. For the recep- chap. 
tion of thefeTpiritual treafui’es, twenty thoufand . j 
marks were expended by St. Louis on a flately 
ibundatioii, the holy chapel of Paris, on which 
the mufe of Boileau has bellowed a comic im- 
mortality. The truth of fuch remote and ancient 
relics, which cannot be proved by any human 
teftimony, mull be admitted by thofe who be- 
lieve in the miracles which they have performed. 

About the middle of the lafl age an inveterate 
ulcer was touched and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown the prodigy is attelled by 
the moll pious and enlightened Chrillians of 
France j nor will the fadlbe ealily difproved, ex- 
cept by thofe who are armed with a general anti- 
dote againll religious credulity 
, The Latins of Conllantinople were on all Pmgrels of 
tides encompalfed andprelTed ; their foie hope, 
the lafl delay of their ruin, was in the divilion of 1437— 
.their Greek and Bulgarian enemies j and of this 

It was performed A.D. 1656, March 24, on the niece of Paftal ; 
and that fuperior genius, witli Amaule, Nicole, &c. were on the fpot 
to believe and atteft a miracle which confounded the Jefuit,s, and faved 
Port. Novel (Oeuvres de Racine, tom. vi. p. 1 76 — 187, in his elo- 
quent Hiftory of Port Royal). ’ 

Voltaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37. Oeuvres, tom. ix. p. 178, 

179.) llrives to invalidate the fail: hut Hume (Eflays, vol.ii. p. 483, 

484.), with more fkill and fuccefs, feizes the battery, and turns the 
cannon againft his enemies. 

” The gradual Ioffes of the Latins may be traced in the third, fourth* 
and fiftli books of the compilation of Hucange; but of the Greek con- 
quefl: he has dropped many circumffances, which may be recovered 
from tire large hiftory of George AcropoUta ; and tire three firft books 
of Nicephorus Gregoras, two writers . of the Byzantine feries, who 
have had the good fortune to meet witir learned editors, Leo Allatiijs 
at Rome, and John Bolvin in the Academy of Infcriptions of Paris. 

hope 
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c H A P. ilope they were deprived by the fuperior arms and 

, . policy of Vataces Emperor of Nice. From the 

Propontis to the rocky coaft of Pamphylia, Aha 
was peaceful and prolperous under his reign : and 
the events of every campaign extended his in- 
fluence in Europe. The flrong cities of the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace were refcued from 
the Bulgarians ; and their kingdom was circum- 
fcribed by its prefent and proper limits, along the 
fouthern banks of the Danube. The foie Emperor 
of the Romans could no longer brook that a lord 
of Epirus, a Comnenian prince of the Wefl, 
fhould prefume to difpute or fhare the honours of 
the purple $ and the humble Demetrius changed 
the colour of his bulkins j and accepted with gra- 
titude the appellation of defpot. His own fubjedts 
were exafperated by his bafenefs and incapacity : 
they implored the protedtion of their fupreme 
lord. After fome reliftance, the kingdom of 
Theflalonica was united to the empire of Nice j 
and Vataces reigned without a competitor from 
the Turkilh borders to the Adriatic gulph. The 
princes of Europe revered his merit and power ; 
and had he fubfcribed an orthodox creed, itfhould 
feem that thePope would haveabandoned without 
reludlance the Latin throne of Conftantinople. 
But the death of Vataces, the fhort and buiy 
reign of Theodore his fon, and the belplefs in- 
fancy of his grandfon John, fufpended the reftora- 
tion of the Greeks. In the next chapter I fliall 
explain their domeftic revolutions; in this place, 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that the young 
prince was opprefled by the ambition of his guar- 
dian 
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dial! and ^colleague Michael Palasologus, who chap, 
difplayecf the virtues and vices that belong to . , 

the founder of a new dynafty. The Emperor Michael 
Baldwin had flattered himfelf that he might re- 
cover fome provinces or cities by an important OreekEm- 
negociation. His ambaflTadors were difmilTed 
from Nice with mockery and contempt. At 1259. 
every place which they named, Palaeologus al- 
leged fome fpecial reafon, which rendered it 
dear and valuable in his eyes : in the one he 
was born ; in another he had been flrfl pro- 
moted to military command 5 and in a third he 
had enjoyed, and hoped long to enjoy, the plea- 
ftires of the chafe. “ And what then do you 
“ propofe to give us?” laid the aftonilhed de- 
puties. “ Nothing,^' replied the Greek, “ ndt 
” a* foot of land. If your mafter be delirous of 
peace, let him pay me as aniannual tribute the 
fum which he receives from the trade and 
** cuftoms of Conflantinople. On thefe terms I 
“ may allow him to reign. If he refufes, it is 
“ war. I am not ignorant of the art of war, 

“ and I triih the event to Go,d and my fword 
An expedition againfl the defpot of Epirus wavS 
the firll prelude of his arms. If a victory was 
followed by a defeat ; if the race of the Cora- 
neni or Angeli furvived in thofe mountains his 
efforts and his reign j the captivity of Villehar- 
douin, Prince of Achaia, deprived the Latins 
of the molt adtive and powerful vaffal of their 
expiring monarchy. The republics of Venice 

George Acropoijta, c. 78. p. 89, 93, edit. Pam. 

and 
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c H A P. and Genoa difputed, in the firft of their naval 
LXi. command of the fea and the commerce 

of the Eafl, Pride and intereft attached the 
Venetians to the defence of Conftantinople : 
their rivals were tempted to promote the deligns 
of her enemies, and the alliance of the Genoefe 
with the fchifmatic .conqueror provoked the in- 
dignation of the Latin church 
Conftanti- Intent on this great object, the Emperor 
nopiere- ]\,|ichael vhited ill perfon, and ftreiigthened the 

covered by . . . r , 

theGreeks, troops and fortifications in Thrace. Tlie remains 
ta6i’ of 1^^® Latins were driven from their laft poffef- 
Juiya^. lions: he afTaulted without fuccefs the fuburh 
ofGalata; and correfponded with a perfidious, 
baron, who proved unwilling, or unable, to open 
the gates of the metropolis. The next fpring, his 
favourite general Alexius Strategopidus, whom 
he had decorated with the title of Cmfar, paffed 
the Hellelpont with eight Imndred horfe and 
fome infantry on a fecret expedition . His in- 
ftrudlions enjoined him to approach, to liften,to 
watch, but not to rhk any doubtful or dangerous 
enterprife againft the city. The adjacent terri- 
tory between the Propontis and the BiackSea, was 

The Greeks, afhamed of any foreign aid, difguife the alliance 
and fuccour of the Genoefe ; but the faft is proved by the teftimony 
of J.Villani (Chron. 1 . vi. c. 71. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicaram, 
tom xiiL p. aoa, 203.) and William de Nangis (Annales de St.Louis, 
p. *48. in the Louvre Joinville), two impartial foreigners; and 
Urban IV. threatened to deprive Genoa of her archbifliop. 

*** Some precautions muft be ufed in reconciling the difcordant 
numbers; the 800 foldiers of Nicetas, the 2c, 000 of Spandugino 
(apud. Ducange, I. v. c U-) ; the Greeks and Scythians of Acropo- 
iita ; and the numerous army of Michael, in the epiftles of Pope 
Urban IV. (i. 129.). ' 


culti- 
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cultivated byan hardy race of peafants aodoutlaws, c h a p. 
exercifed in arms, uncertain in their allegiance, . ^ 

but inclined by language, religion, and prefent 
advantage, to the party of the Greeks. They 
were ftyled the volunteers : and by their free 
fervice the army of Alexius, with the regulars 
of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries^ was aug- 
mented to the number of five-and-twenty tiiou- 
fand men. By the ardour of the volunteers, and 
by his own ambition, the Cmfar was Simulated to 
difobey the precife orders of his mailer, in the 
juft confidence that fuccefs would plead his par- 
don and reward, Theweaknefsof Conftantinople, 
and the diftrels and terror of the Latins, were 
familiar to the obfervation of the volunteers ; and 
they reprefented the prefent moment as the moft 
propitious to furprife and conqueft. Aralhyouth, 
the new governor of the Venetian colony, had 
failed away with thirty gallies, and the beft of the 
French knights^ on a wild expedition to Daph, 
niifia, a town on the Black Sea, at the diftance 
of forty leagues 5 and the remaining Latins were 
without ftrength or fufpicion. They were in- 
formed that Alexius had paffed the Hellelpont j 
but their apprehenfions were lulled by the fmall- 
nefs of his original^ umbers; and their impru- 
dence had not watched the fubfequent increafe of 
his army. If he left his main body to fecond 

” Qf\r)fxcvr&pioi. They are defcribed and named by Pachymer 
( 1 . li. c. 14.). 

It is needlefs-to feek thefe Comans in the deferts of Tartary, or 
oven of Moldavia. A part of the hard had fubmltted to Jolm Vataces, 
and -was probably fettled as a nurfery of fol(Uers on fomc wafte lands 

®f Tlirace (Cantacuxea, l.i. C. a.)* 


and 
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and fupport his operations, he might advance un^ 
perceived in the night with a chofen detach* 
ment. While fome applied fcaling ladders to the 
loweft part of the walls, they were fecure of an 
old Greek, who would introduce their compa- 
nions through a fubterraneous paffage into his 
hoLife ; they could foon on the infide break an 
entrance through the golden gate, which had 
been long obftru6led: and the conqueror would 
be in the heart of the city, before the Latins 
were confcious of their danger. After fome de- 
bate the Ceefar refigned himfelf to the faith of 
the volunteers j they were trufty, bold, and fue- 
cefsful ; and in defcribing the plan, I have already 
related the execution and fuccefs But no 
fooner had Alexius paffed the threlhold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own rafli- 
nefsj he paufed, he deliberated ; till the defpe- 
rate volunteers urged him forward, by the affur- 
ance that in retreat lay the greateft and moft 
inevitable danger. Whilll the Cmfar kept his 
regulars in firm array, the Comans difperfed them- 
felves on all fides ; an alarm was founded, and 
the threats of fire and pillage compelled the citi- 
;zens to a decifive refolution. The Greeks of 
Conftantinople remembered their native fove«- 
reigns ; the Genoefe merchants their recent alli- 
ance and Venetian foes 5 every quarter was in 
arms j and the air refounded with a general ac- 

The !ofs of Conftantinople is bnefiy told by the Latins : the con- 
queft is defcribed with more fetisfadtion by the Greeks; byAcropolita 
(c, 85.). Pachymer (I. ii. c. a6> a?.}, Nicephorus Gregoras (l.Iv, c. i, 
St.). See Ducaage, Hift. de C. P, 1 . y. c. 19—18 7. 
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clamation of “ Long life and victory to Michael c 
«« and John, the augufl Emperors of the Ro- 
« mans!’* Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened 
by the found 5 but the moll preffing danger could 
not prompt him to draw his fword in the defence 
of a city which he deferted, pei'haps, with more 
pleafure than regret: he fled from the palace to 
the fea-fliore, where he defcried the welcome fails 
of the fleet returning from the vain and fruitlefe 
attempt on Daphnufia. Condantinople was irre- 
coverably loll ; but the Latin Emperor and the 
principal families embarked on board the Vene- 
tian gallies, and fleered for the ifle of Euboea, 
and afterward for Italy, where the royal fugitive 
%vas entertained by the Pope and Sicilian Ring 
with a mixture of contempt and pity. From the 
lofs of Conflantinople to his death he confuined 
thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to 
join in his reftoration : the leflbn had been fami- 
liar to his youth j nor was his laft exile more 
indigent or lliameful than his three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His Ibn Philip 
nras the heir of an ideal empire; and the preten- 
lions of hin daughter Catharine w'ere tranfported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the brother 
of Philip the Fair, King of France. The houfe of* 
Courtenay was reprefented in the female line by 
fucceflive alliances, till the title of Emperor of 
Conflantinople, too bulky and fonorous for a 
private name, inodeftly expired in filence and 
oblivion®'. ■ - ^ 

After 

See the three laft books (I. v— viii.)* and tite genealogical tables 
of Ducange. In the year 138a, tl»e tituJhr Emperor of Conflantinople 
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c H A P- After this narrative of the expeditions of the 
, Latins to Paleftine and Conftantinople, I cannot 
difmifs the lubje^ without revolving the general 
confequences on the countries that were the 
XeTru-^ fcene, and on the nations that were the aaors, 
fades. of thefe memorable crulades As foon as the 
arms of the Franks were withdrawn, the impref- 
lion, tliough not the memory, was erafed in the 
Mahometan realms, of Egypt and Syria. The 
faithful difciples of the prophet were never 
tempted by a pirofane delire to ftiidy the law^ 
or language of the idolaters ; nor did the lim- 
plicity of their primitive manners receive the 
llightefl alteration from their intercourfe in 
peace and war with the unknown flrangers of 
the Weft. The Greeks, who thought them- 
felves proud, but who were only vain, lliowed 
a difpolition fomewhat lefs inflexible. In the 
eftbrts for the recovery of their empire they 
emulated the valour, difcipline, and tadtics, of 
their antagonift. The modern literature of 
the Weft they might juftly defpife ; but its free 
ipirit would iaftrudt them in the rights of man ; 
and fome inftitutions of public and private life 
were adopted from the French. The correfpon^ 
'dence of Conftantinople and Italy diffufed the 


^as James de Baux, duke of A'ndria in the kingdom of Naples, the 
fon of Margaret, daughter of Catherine de Valois, daughter of Catha- 
rine, daughter of Philip, fon of Baldwin II. (Ducange, l.viii. c. 37, 38.). 
It is uacertab whether he left any pofterity. 

Abulfeda, who faw the conclulion of the crufades, fpeaks of the 
, kingdoms of the PraJttks, and thofe of the Negroes, as equally unknown 
(Prolegora. ad Geograph.), Had he not difdained the Latin language, 
how eafily might the Syrian prince have found books and interpreters ? 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the Latin tongue; and feveral of the 
fathers and daffies were at length honoured with 
a Greek verhon^^ But the national and reli- 
gious prejudices of the Orientals were inflamed 
by perfecution ; and the reign of the Latins con- 
firmed the feparation of the two churches. 

If we comparCj at the mra of the cruffides, the 
Latins of Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their refpedtive degrees of knowledge, indullry, 
and art, our rude anceftors mull be content with 
the third rank in the fcale of nations. Their 
fucceffive improvement and prefent fuperiority 
maybe aferibed to a peculiar energy of chara6ler, 
to an adlive and imitative fpirit, unknown to their 
more poliflied rivals, who at that time were in a 
ftationary or retrograde llate. With fiich a dif- 
polition, the Latins fiiould have derived the moft 
early and efiential benefits from a feries of events 
which opened to their eyes the profpedl of the 
world, and introduced them to a long and fre- 
quent intercourfe with the more cultivated re- 
gions of the Eall. The firft and molt obvious 
progrefs was in trade and manufaSlures, in the 
arts which are ftrongly prompted by the thirll 
of wealth, the calls of neceffity, and the gratifica- 
tion of the fenfe or vanity. Among the crowd of 
unthinking fanatics, a captive or a pilgrim might 

A fliort and fuperficlal account of thefe verfions from Latin into 
Greek, is given by Huet (de Interpretatione et de clans Interpretibus, 
p. 13 1 — 135.). Maximus Planudes, a monk of Conftantinople 
(A.D. I3»7— 1353) has tranflated CseTar’s Commentaries, the Som- 
nium Scipionis, the Metamorphofes and Heroidas of Ovid, &c. (Fa- 
bric. Bib, Grsec, tom. x. p. 533.)* 
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fometimes obferve tbe fuperior refinements of 
Cairo and Cotiftantinople : the firft importer of 
wind-mills was the benefa6tor of nations 5 and 
If fiich bleffings are enjoyed with on t any grate- 
ful remembrance, hiftory has condefeended to 
notice the more apparent luxuries of lilk and 
fugar, which were tranfported into Italy from 
Greece and Egypt. But the intelledlual wants 
of the Latins were more flowly felt and fupplied ; 
the ardour of ftudioiis curiofity was awakened in 
Europe by diderent caufes and more recent 
events ; and, in tbe age of the crufadds, they 
viewed with carekfs indifference the literature 
of the Greeks and Arabians. Some rudiments 
of mathematical and medicinal knowledge might 
be imparted in pra^ice and in figures ; necefiity 
might produce Ibme interpreters for the groffer 
bufinefs of merchants and foldiers ; but the com- 
merce of the Orientals had not difiufed the ftiidy 
and knowledge of their languages in the fchook 
of Europe If a fimilar principle of religion 
repulfed the idiom of* the Koran, it lliould have 
excited their patience and curiofity to under- 
stand the original text of the Gofpel; and the 
fame grammar would have unfolded the fenfe of 
Plato and the beauties of Homer. Yet in a reign 

windmills, firft Invented in the dry country of Afu Minor, were 
■qfed in Normandy as early as the year 1105 (Vie privee des Franpois, 
tom. i. p. 42» 43. Ducange, Gloff. I^atin. tom. iv. p. 474.). 

- See the complaints of Roger Bacon (Biographia Britannica, vol i. 
p. 41S. Kippis’s edition). If Bacon himfelf, or Gerbert, underftood 
fime Gredky they^wece prodigies, and owed nothing to the commerce- 
of the Eafi. . . 

V ^ ' V'Of 
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of fisty years, the Latins of Conftantinople tlif- 
dained the fpeech and learning of their fubje6t,s; 
and the man ufcripts were the only treafures which 
the natives might enjoy without rapine or envy. 
Ariftotie was indeed the oracle of the Weftem 
Uni verities, but it was a barbarous Ariftotle y 
and, iiiftead of afcending to the fountain head, 
his Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt 
and remote verfion from the Jews and Moors 
of Aiidaluha. The principle of the crufades 
%vas a favage fanaticifm ; and the moll import- 
ant efFedts were analogous to the caufe. Each 
pilgrim was ambitious to return with his facred 
fpoils, the relics of Greece and Paleftine 5 
and each relic wms preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and vifions. The belief of the 
Catholics was corrupted by new legends, their 
pra6tice by new fuperftitions 5 and the eftablilh- 
ment of the inquifition, the mendicant orders of 
monks and friars, the laft abufe of indulgences, 
and the final progrefs of idolatry, flowed from 
the baleful fountain of the holy war. The a^ive 
fpirit of the Latins preyed on the vitals of their 
reafoii and religion ; and if the ninth and tentli 
centures were the times of darknefs, the thir» 
teenth and fourteenth were the age of abfurdity 
and fable. 

In the profeffion of ChriHianityi in the culti- 
vation of a fertile land, the northern conquerors 

Such was the opinion of the great Leibnitz (Oeuyres tie Fontenelk. 
tom.v. p.45S.)i a tnafter of the hiftory of the middle ages. I fhail 
only inftance the pedigree of the Carmelites, and. the. flight of the 
houfa of Lorettoj which tvere both derived from PafelUne. 

V 2 of 
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of tlie Eoman empire infenfibly mingled witli 
the provincials, and rekindled the embers of 
the arts of antiquity. Their fettlements about 
the age of Charlemagne had acquired fome 
degree of order and ftability, when they were 
overwhelmed by new fwarms of invaders, the 
Normans, Saracens and Hungarians, who re- 
plunged the weftern countries of Europe into 
their former date of anarchy anti barbarifm. 
About the eleventh century, the fecond tera- 
pefl had fuhfided by the expullion or converfioii 
of the enemies of Chriftendora : the tide of 
civilization which had fo long ebbed, began 
to flow with a ftcady and accelerated courfe; 
and a fairer profpe^b was opened to the hopes 
and efforts of the rifing generations. Great 
was the iiicreafe, and rajMd the progrefs, dur- 
ing the two hundred years of the crufades j 
and fome philofophers have applauded the pro- 
pitious indiieiice of thefe holy wars, which ap- 
pear to me to have checked rather than for- 
warded the maturity of Egypt The lives and 
labours of millions, which were buried in the 
Eaft, would have been more profitably employed 
in the improvement of their native country : the 
accumulated dock of induftry and wealth would 

If I rank the Saracens with the Barbarians, it is only relative to 
their wars, or rather inroads, in Italy and France, where their foie 
purpofe was to plunder and deftroy. 

On this interefting fubjedl, the progrefs of fociety in Eu- 
rope, a ftrong ray of philofophical liglit has broke from Scotland 
in our own times; and it is with private, as well as public 
regard, that I repeat the names of Hume, Robertfon, and Adam 
Smith. 


have 
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liave overflowed in navigation and trade j and chap. 
the Latins would have been enriehed and en- . . 

lightened by a pure and friendly cmi’efpondence 
with the climates of the Eaft. In one refped I 
can indeed perceive the accidental operation of 
the crufades, not fo much in producing a bene- 
fit as in removing an evil. The larger portion of 
the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
foil, without freedom, or property, or know- 
ledge ; and the two orders of ecclefiaflics and 
nobles, whofe numbers were comparatively fmall, 
alone deferved the name of citizens and men. 

This oppreffive fyftem was fupported by the arts 
of the clergy and the fvvords of the barons. The 
authority of the pricfts operated in the darker 
ages as a faliitary antidote : they prevented the 
total extinction of letters, mitigated the fierce- 
nefs of the times, flieltered the poor and defence- 
lefs, and preferved or revived tire peace and order 
of civil focietj. But the independence, rapine, 
and difcord, of the feudal lords, were unmixed 
with any femblance of good ; and every hope of 
indiiftry and improvement was cruflied by the 
iron weight of the martial ariftocracy. Among 
the caufes that undermined that Gothic edifice, a 
confpicuous place muft be allowed to the cru^ 
fades. The ellates of the barons were diflipated, 
and their race were often extingui filed, in thefe 
coftly and perilous expeditions. Their poverty 
extorted from their pride thofe charters of free- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the Have, fe- 
cured the farm of the peafiint and the fiiop of the 
artificer, and gradually reftored a fubflance and 
u 3 ' a foul 
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CHAP, a foul to the moft numerGus and ufeful part of 
y the community. The conflagration which de- 
ftroyed the tall and barren trees of the forefl, gave 
air and fcope to the vegetation of the fmaller and 
nutritive plants of the foil. 


JDigreJjmn on the Family of Courtenay , 

THE purple of three Emperors who have 
reigned at Conft antinopie, will authorife or ex^ 
cuie a digreflion on the origin and fmgtilar 
fortunes of the houfe of Couktenay in the 
three principal braiiches, I. OfEdeffaj 11. Of 
Trance j and HI. of England 5 of which the ialt 
only has furvived the revolutions of eight hundred 
years. • 

I. Before the introduction of trade, which 
Scourfj fcatters riches, and of knowledge, w'hicli difpels 
prejudice, the prerogative of birth ismoft ftrongly 
felt and molt humbly acknowledged. In every 
age, the laws and manners of the Germans have 
difcriminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 
and counts, who lhared the empire of Charle. 
inagne, converted their olEce to an inheritance ; 
and to his children, each feudal lord bequeathed 

I hate applied, but uotcoafined, rnyfelf to Agenmkglcal WJlory 
f/ the Jiobk and ilbtjlrious Family of Courtenay, by Ezra' Ckanieland, 
Tutor to Sir William Courtenay, and ReStor of Honiton ; E.von, 1735. 
in folio. The firft part is extradled from Wiiliam of Tyre ; the fe- 
coud from Bouchet’s French hiftoiy ; and the third from various me- 
morials, public, provincial, and private, of the Courtenays of Devon- 
fliire. The reaor of Honiton has more gratitude than indultry, and 
more induliry than criticilm, 

■ 2 ; his 
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tiis honour and his fword. The proudell families c H A 
are content to lofe, in the darknels of the middle ■ , 

ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, how- 
ever deep and lofty, muft ultimately rife from a 
plebeian root; and their hiftorians muft defcend 
ten centuries b elow the Chriflian mra, b efote th ey 
can afcertain any lineal fucceffion by the evidence 
offurnames, of arms, and of authentic records. 

With the firll rays of light we difcern the no- 
bility and opulence of Atho, a French knight 
his nobility in the rank and title of a namelefs 
father: his opulence, in the foundation of the 
caftle of Courtenay in the diftri<ft of Gatinois, 
about fifty-dx miles to the foiith of Paris. From 
the reign of Robert, the fon of Hugh Capet, the 
barons of Courtenay are confpicuous among the 
immediate vafials of the crown, and Jofcelin, the 
grandfon of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled 
among the heroes of the irft cr ufade. A domef- 
tic alliance, (their mothers were lifters) attached 
him to the ftandard of Baldwin of Bruges, the 
fecond count of Edefta; a princely lief, which he Edefia, 
was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, an- 
noimces the number of his martial followers ; xisx. 
and after the departure of his coufin, Jolcelih 
himfelf was invefted with the county of Edella on 
both lides of the Euphrates. By the (economy in 
peace, his territories were repleniflied with Latin 
and Syrian fiibjecls; his magazines with corn. 

The primitive record of tlie family, is a paflage of the contlnuator 
of Almoin, a monk of Fleury, who wrote in the xilth century. See 
his Chronicle, in the Hiftoriaiis of France (tom. s:i. p* 476.}. 

U 4 wlnCj 
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wine, and oil 5 his caftles with gold and filver^ 
with arms and horfes. In a holy warfare of 
thirty years, he was alternately a conqueror and 
a captive : but he died like a foldier, in an horfe- 
litter at the head of his troops ; and his lafl 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkifii invaders 
who had prefumed on his age and infirmities. 
His foil, and fuccelTor, of the fame name, ’was 
lefs deficient in valour than in vigilance , but 
he fometimes forgot that dominion is acquired 
and maintained by the fame arts. He chall enged 
the hollility of the Turks, without fecuring the 
friendlhip of the prince of Antioch ; and amidft 
the peaceful luxury of TurbefiTel, in Syria 
Jofcelin negledled the defence of the Chriflian 
frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfence, 
Zenghi, the fird of the Atabeks, befieged and 
donned his capital, Edefla, which was feebly de- 
fended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of Ori- 
entals j the Franks were opprefied in a bold at- 
tempt for its recovery, and Courtenay ended his 
days in the prifon of Aleppo. He dill leil a fair 
and ample patrimony. But the vidborious Turks 
oppreffed on all tides the weaknefs of a widow 
and orphan j and for the equivalent of an an- 
nual pcnfion, theyrefigned to the Greek Emperor 
the charge of defending, and the diame of lofing, 
the lad relics of the Latin conqued. The coiin- 
tefs dowager of EdefiTa retired to Jerufalem with 
her two children j the daughter, Agnes, became 

TurbelTel, or as it is now ftyled Telbefher, is fixed by d’AnvIlle 
four-and-twenty miles from the great paflage over the Euphrates at 
Zeugma. 


the 
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the wife and mother of a king; the fon, Jofcelin CHAP, 
the third; accepted the office of fenefchal, the 
firft of the kingdom, and held his new eflates in 
Paleftine by the fervice of fifty knights. His 
name appears with honour in all the tranfadions 
of peace and war; but he finally vanifties in the 
fall of Jerufalein ; and the name of Courtenay, in 
tliis branch of Edefla, was loll by the marriage 
of his two daughters with a French and a Gei*- 
man baron 

II. While Jofcelin reigned beyond the Eu- H-The 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, thefon of Jofce- of France! 
lin, the fon of Atho, continued, near the Seine, 
to pofiefs the caftle of their fathers, which was at 
length inherited by Rainaud, or Reginald, the 
youngeft of his three fons. Examples of genius 
or virtue mull be rare in the annals of the oldell 
families ; and, in a remote age, their pride will 
embrace a deed of rapine and violence ; fuch, 
however as could not be perpetrated without 
fome fuperiority of courage, or, at leall, of power. 

A defcendant of Reginald of Courtenay may blufli 
for the public robber, who llripped and impri- 
foiied feveral merchants, after they had fatisfied 
the king’s duties, at Sens and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, fince the bold offender could 
' not be compelled to obedience and rellitution, till 

the regent and the Countof Champagne prepared 

His poiTeffions are dillinguifiied in the AHlfes of Jerufalern (0.326.) 
among the feudal tenures of the Idngdom, which muft therefore have 
been cOlIetSled between the years 1153 and 1187. His pedigree may 
I be found in the Lignages d’Outremer, c,i6. 

to 
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C H A f. to march againft him at the head of an army”. 

. ■ Eeginaid bellowed his eftates on his eldell daogh- 

Tkir ai» ter, and his daughter on the feveiitli fon ot King 
theroyar^ Loiiis the Fat ; and their marriage was crowned 
family, with a numerous offspring. We might expedl 
that a private fiiouid have merged in a royal 
name; and that the defcendants of Peter of 
France and Elizabeth 6f Courtenay would have 
enjoyed the title and honours of princes of the 
blood. But this legitimate claim was long neg- 
le^ed and finally denied ; and the caufes of their 
difgrace will reprefent the ilory of this fecond 
branch, i. Of all the families now extant, the 
moft ancient, doubtlefs, and the moft iiluflrious, 
is the hoiife of France, which has occupied the 
fame throne above eight hundred years, and de- 
fcends in a clear and lineal feries of males, from 
the middle of the ninth century In the age 

of 

’4 The rapine and fatisfa^llon of Reginald de Courtenay, are prepot 
teroufly arranged in the epiftles of the abbot and regent Suger (cxiv. 
cxvi.), the beft memorials of the age (Duchefne, Scriptores Hill. FranC, 
tom. iv, p. 530.). i 

In the beginning of the xith century, after naming the father and 
grandfather of Hugh Capet, the nmnk Glaber is obliged to add, cujus 
genus valde in-ante reperitur obfcururti. Yet we are a’lTured that the 
great grandfather of Hugh Capet, was Robert the Strong, Count: of 
Anjou (A. I). §63«-873), a noble Frank of Neuftri^ Neuftricus . ... 
generofffi ftirpis, who was flaan in the defence of his country againft 
the Normans, dum patriae fines tuebatur. Beyond Robert, all is con- 
jecture or fable. It is a probable conjecture, that the third race de- 
I'cended from the fecond by Childebrand, tlie brother of Charles Martel. 
It is an abfurd fable, that the fecond was allied to the fu-ft by the mar- 
riage of Anibert, a Roman fenator and tbeaneeftor of St. Arnoul, with 
Blitilde, a daughter of Clotairel. The Saxon origin of the houfc of 
France is an ancient but incredible opinion. See a judicious memoir 
of M, de Foncemagne (Memoires de FAcadamie des Infcriptions, 

tom. 
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of the crtifades, it was already revered both in the 
Eaft and Weil. But from Hugh Gap et to the 
marriage of Peter, no more than five reigns or 
generations had elapfedj and fo precarious was 
their title, that the eldeft fons, an a neceffary pre- 
caution, were previoufly crowned during the life- 
time of their fathers. The peers of France have 
long maintained their precedency before the 
younger branches of the royal line 5 nor had the 
princes of the blood, in the twelfth century, ac- 
quired that hereditary luflre which is now diffufed 
over the remote candidates for the fucceffion. 
2. The barons of Courtenay mult have ftood high 
in their own eilimation, and in that of the world, 
fince they could impofe on the fon of a king 
the obligation of adopting for himfelf and all his 
defcendants tlie name and arms of their daughter 
and his wife. In the marriage of an heirefs with 
her inferior or her equal, fuch exchange was often 
required and allowed : but as they continued to 
diverge from the regal fteiii, the fons of Louis the 
Fat were infenfibly confounded with their ma- 
ternal anceftors; and the new Courtenays might 
deferve to forfeit the honours of their birth, 
which a motive of interefl had tempted them to 
renoimee. 3. The lhame was far more perma- 
nent than the reward, and a momentary blaze 
was followed by a long darknefs. The eldeft Ion 
of tliefe nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
ried, as I have already mentioned, the filler of the 

tarn, XX. p. 548 — 579.}. He propjifed to declare his own opinion 

jii a tecouvi memoir, -wHch has never appeared. 
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CHAP, counts of Flanders, the two firft emperors of 
.j Conftantinople : be raflily accepted the im-itation 
of the barons of Romania; his two fons, Robert 
andBaldwin,fueceffivelyheldand loft the remains 
of the Latin empire in the Eaft and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. 
To fupport the expences of a troubled and tranft- 
tory reign, their patrimonial eftates were mort- 
gaged or fold; and the laft emperors of Conftan- 
tinople depended on the annual charity of Rome 
and Naples. 

While the elder broth ers diffi pated their wealth 
in romantic adventures, and the caftle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
younger branches of that adopted name were pro- 
pagated and multiplied. But their fplendoiir was 
clouded by poverty and time: after the deceafe of 
Robert, great butler of France, they defcended 
from princes to barons: the next generations 
were confounded with the fimple gentry; the de- 
fendants of Hugh Capet could no longer be vifi- 
ble in the rural lords of Tanlay and of Champig- 
neiles. The more adventurous embraced with- 
out diftionour the profeffion of a foldier : the leaft 
a<Slive and opulent might fink, like their coufins 
of the branch of Dreux, into the condition of 
peafants. Their royal defcent, in a dark period 
of four hundred years, became each day more 
obfolete and ambiguous; and their pedigree, in- 
Read of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, muft be painfully fearched by the minute 
' diligence of heralds and genealogifts. It was not 

till 
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till the end of the fixteenth century, on the accef- c H A P. 
lion of a family aim oft as remote as their own, , 

that the princely fpirit of the Courtenays again 
revived 5 and the queftion of the nobility, pro- 
voked them to affert the royalty, of their blood. 

They appealed to the juftice and compaffion of 
_ Henry the Fourth ; obtained a favourable opinion 
from twenty lawyers of Italy and Germany, and 
modeftly compared themfelves to the defcendant 
of King David, whofe prerogatives were not im- 
paired by the lapfe of ages or the trade of a car- 
penter But every ear was deaf, and every cir- 
cumftance was adverfe, to their lawful claims. 

The Bourbon kings were juftified by the neglect 
of the Valois : the princes of the blood, more re- 
cent and lofty, difdained the alliance of this 
humble kindred ; the parliament without deny- 
ing their proofs, eluded a dangerous precedent 
by an arbitrary diftin6lion, and eftablilhed 
St. Louis as the lirft father of the royal line’^ 

A repe- 


Of the various petitions, apologies, &c. publifhed by the princefs 
of Courtenay, I have feen the three following, all in o< 5 lavo; i.De 
Stlrpe et Origine Domus de Courtenay : adclita fuiit Refponfa celeber- 
rimorum Europte Jurifconfultorum ; Paris, 1607. a. Reprefentatiori 
du Precede tend a I’inftance faldle devant le Roi, par Meffieurs de 
Courtenay, pour la conveidation de I’Honneur et Dignite de leur 
Malfon, branche de la royalle Malfon de France; a Paris, 1613. 
3. Reprefentation du fubjeil qui a porte Meffieurs de Salles et de Fra- 
vdle, de la Maifoti de Courtenay, a fe retirer hors du Royaume, 1614. 
It was an homicide, for which the Courtenays expelled to be par- 
doned, or tried, as princes of the blood. 

” The fenfe of the parliaments is thus exprelTed by Thuanus ; Prin- 
clpis nomen nufquam in Gallia tributum, nifi iis qui per matres e regi- 
bus noftris originem rfepetupt; qui nunc tantum a Ludovico nono 
beatce memorise numerantur ; nam Cortinai et Drocenfes, a Ludovico 
crafiTo genus ducentes, ho^e inter eos rninirae recenfentur. A diffinc- 
’ ■ tion 



302 


C‘ HAP. 
HXL 



IIL TKe 
Courte- 
nays of 
England. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

A repetition of complaints and protefts was re- 
peatedly difregatded j and the hopelefs piirfuit 
was terminated in the prefent century by the 
death of the laft male of the family Their 
painful and anxious fituation was alleviated by 
the pride of confcious virtue : they fternly re- 
jedled the temptations of fortune and favour; 
and a dying Courtenay would have facrificed 
his fon, if the youth could have renounced for 
any temporal intereft, the right and title of a le- 
gitimate prince of the blood of France 

III. According to the old regifter of Ford 
Abbey, the Courtenays of Devonftiire are de- 
fcendedfrom Prince \F/orM5, the fecond Ton of 
l\>ter, and the graiidfon of Louis the Fat®°. 
This fable of the grateful or venal monks was too 
rerpe^fiilly entertained by our antiquaries, 

tjbn of expediency, rather than juftice. The faiuftity of Louis IX. 
could not inveft him with any fpecial prerogative, and all the defend- 
ants of Iliigli Capet nnift be included in his original compadl with the 
French nation. 

The laft male of tlie Courtenays was Charles Roger, who died In 
the year 1730, without leaving any fons. The laft female was He- 
lene de Courtenay, who married Louis de Beaufremont. Her title of 
PrinceJfe du Sang Royal de France, was fupprefled (February 7tii 
1737) by an of the parliament of Paris. 

«The Angular anecdote to' which 1 allude, is related in the Rei- 
cueil des Pieces 'ntereflantes et pett contiues (Maeftricht, 1786, in 
4 vols. lamo.) ; and the unknown editot* quotes his author, who had 
received it from Helene de Courtenay, Marquife du Beaufremont. 

Dugdale Monafticon AngUcanum, vol.i. p. 786. Yet this fable 
muft have been invented before the reign of Edward III. The pro- 
fufe devotitHi of the three fltft generations to Ford abbey, was followed 
by oppreffiou on one fide and ingratitude on the other ; and in the 
fixth generation, the mOaks ce^d to regifter the births, aOlions, and 
deaths of their patrons. 

• ' Cambdent 
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Gambden ®" and Dugdale®* : but it is fo clearly c ii A p. 
repugnant to truth and time, that the rational , 

pride of the family now refufes to accept this 
imaginary founder. Their moll faithful hifto- 
rians believe, that after giving bis daughter to 
the King’s fon, Reginald of Courtenay abandon- 
ed his polfeffions in France, and obtained from 
the Englilh monarch a fecond wife and a new 
inheritance. It is certain at leall, that Henry 
the Second dillinguilhed in his camps and coun- 
cils, Reginald, of the name and arms, and, as it 
may be fairly prefumed, of the genuine race of 
the Courtenays of France. The right of ward- 
lliip enabled a feudal lord to reward his vaRal 
with the marriage and eRate of a noble beirefs 5 
and Reginald of Courtenay acquired a fair ella- 
bliHiment in Devonfliire, where his pollerity has 
been feated above ix hundred years From a 
Norman baron, Baldwin de Brioniis, who had 
been invefted by the Conqueror, Hawife, the 
wife of Reginald, derived the honour of Ofce- 
hampton, which was held by the fervice of 
ninety-three knights ; and a female might claim 
the many offices of hereditary vifcount or Iheriff, 
and of captain of the royal caftle of Exeter. 

Their fon Robert married the filler of the Earl 

In his Britannia, Inthe lift of the earls of Devonfelre. His expreftioHj 
e regio fangiiine ortos credunt, betrays however fome doubt or fufpicion. 

In his Baronage, P. i. p. 634 , he refers to his own Monafticon. 

Should he not have corredled the regifter of Ford abbey, and annihi- 
lated the phantom Florus, by the unqueftlonable evidence of the 
French hiftorians ? 

Bcfides the third and moft valuable book of Cleaveland’s Hiftory, 

I have confulted Dugdale, the father of ©ur genealogical fcience 
(Baronage, P.i. p. 634~643'> , 

of 


1 


"THE DECLINE AND FALL 



304 

c HAP. of Devon ; at the end of a centiiiy, on the fail- 
o^’ the family of Rivera his great grandfon^ 
Hugh the Second, fucceeded to a title which 
was ftill confidered as a territorial dignity ; and 
The earls twelve earls of Devonfliire, of the name of 
Courtenay, have floiiriflied in a period of two 
hundred and twenty years. They were ranked 
among the chief of the barons of the realm ; nor 
was it till after a ftrenuous difpute, that they 
yielded to the fief of Arundel, the firil place in 
the parliament of England : their alliances were 
contracted with the nobleft families, the Veres, 
Defpenfers, St. Johns, Talbots, Bohuns, and even 
the Plantagenets themfelves ; and in a contell 
with John of Laucafter, a Courtenay, Bifliop of 
London, and afterwards Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, might be accufed of profane confidence in 
the ftrength and number of his kindred. In 
peace, the Earls of Devon refided in their nu- 
merous callles and manors of the well : their 
ample revenue was appropriated to devotion 
and hofpitality ; and the epitaph of Edward, fur- 
named, from his misfortune, the blind, from his 
virtues, the good, earl, inculcates with much in- 
genuity a moral fentence, which may however 
be abufed by thoughtlefs generofity. After a 
grateful commemoration of the fifty-five years 
of union and happinefs which he enjoyed with 
Mabel his wife, the good earl thus fpeaks from 
the tomb : ' 

This great family, de Ripuariis, de Redverf. de Rivers, ended in 
Edward the Firil*s time, in Ifabella de Fortibus, a famous and potent 
dowager, who long furvived her brother and hufband (Dugdale, Ba- 
.ronage, P.i. p. aj4— aj;.). 
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What we gave, we Jiave j 
What we Ipent, we had j 
What we left, we loft 

But their loJJeSy in thi§ l^ple, .w^e fat fuperior to 
their gifts andexpences; and th^ir heirs, notlefs 
than the poor, were the objects of their paternal 
care. The furas which they paid for livery 
and feifin, atteft the greatnefs of their jpofTef- 
lions; and feveral eftates have remained in their 
family lince the thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
turies. In war, the Courtenays of England ful- 
filled the duties, and deferved the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrufled to levy and 
command the militiaof Devonlhire andCornwalli 
they often attended their fupreme ?ord to the 
borders of Scotland : and in foreign fervice, for 
a flipulated price, they foinetimes maintained 
fourfcore men at arms and as many archers. By 
fea and land they fought under the llandard of 
the Edwards and Henries:, their names are con- 
fpicuoiis in battles, in tournaments, and in the 
original lift of the order of the garter : three 
brothers lhared the Spanifb victory of the Black 
Prince ; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the 
Englifli Courtenays had learned to defpife the 
nation and country from whicii they derived their 
origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the Earls 
of Devon adhered to the houfe of Lancafter, and 

Cleaveland, p. 14a. By fome it is aifigned to a Rivers Earl of 
Devon: but the Engliih denotes the xvth, rather than the xiiith century, 

X three 
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three brothers fucceffively died, either in the 
field or on the fcaffold. Their honours and eftates 
were reftored by Henry the Seventh j a daughter 
of Edward the Fourth was not difgraced by the 
nuptials of a Courtenay j their fon, who was 
created Marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of 
his coufm Henry the Eighth ; and in the camp of 
Cloth of Gold, he broke a lance againft the 
French monarch. But the favour of Henry was 
the prelude of difgrace; his difgrace was the 
lignal of death; and of the victims of the jealous 
tyrant, the Marquis of Exeter is one of the moft 
noble and guiltlefs. His fon Edward lived a pri- 
foner in the Tower, and died an exile at Padua; 
and the fecret love of Queen Mary, whom he 
flighted, perhaps for' the Princefs Elizabeth, has 
fhed a romantic colour on tlie llory of this beau*, 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into ftrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts ; and his perfonal honours, as 
if they had been legally extindl., were revived by 
the patents of fucceeding princes. But there ftill 
furvived a lineal defcendant of Hugh the firft Earl 
of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtenays, 
who have been feated at Powderham caflle above 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward the 
Third to the prefent hour. Their eftates have 
been increafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been recently re^ 
ftored to the honours of the peerage. Yet the 
Courtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto, which 
alTerts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of 

their 
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tlieir ancient houfe While they iigli for paft 
greatnefs, they are doubtlefs fenfible of prelent 
bleffings: in the long feries of the Courtenay an- 
nals, the molt fplendid, sera is likewife the moll 
unfortunate 5 nor can an opulent peer of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors of Conllanti- 
nople, who vrandered over Europe to folicit alms 
for the fupport of their dignity and the defence 
of their capital. 

Ubi lapfus ! Quid feci P a motto which was probably adopted by 
the Powderham branch, after the loft of the earldom of Devonlhire, 
&c. The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, or, three torteaux, 
gules, which feem to denote their affinity with Godfrey of Bouillon, 
and the ancient counts of Boulogne. 
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CHAP. LXII. 

The Greek mpcrore of Nke andConJhntino. 
pie —Elexvtion and lieign of MKltae. a- 
t 7 His Mils Union mth the Pope 

fXEi- alin.-nTfiT, »*.;•/ 

Of the Catalans in Afia and Greece. — Revo- 
lotions and prefent State oj Athens. 

CHAT. rpHE loft* of Conftantmople reftored a 

Refto«u«. their palaces, the p ents’ of the 

driven mto *!. ^ed b^he hands of 

foiling mill foilful candidates. 

S omr and barren pages of the Byzantine 
^ k ■ it would not be an eafy talk to equal the 

two‘'charaaers of Theodore Lafcaris and John 
Suc^s Vataces-, who replanted and. upheld *e 

BnmanftandardatNiceinBithynia. The dit- 

■ ference of their virtues was happily fuited to the 

. For It. of Ac Ntae 

Vataces and his Pachymer returned to Conftantinople 

ine contemporary ; hu J . ^ (Hanckius, de Script. Byzant. 

^ith the f Bibliot. Gr^c. tom. vi. p. 488^ 

c. 33. 34 - of Nicephorus Gregoras, though of the xivth 

ft- •»= 

the Latins. r, ;j. ^.1.) diftinguifhes between the o|Ht« 

otWL Tte two por«.U. are 

in a very good ftyle. diverfitj 
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diverfity of their fituation. In his firft efforts, chap, 
the fugitive Lafcaris com maided onl}Three cities , 
and two tiioufand foldiers : bis reign w^as the 
feafon of generous and a^iv^ deipair ; in every 
military operation he flaked his life and crown j 
and his enemies, of the Hellefpont and the Mm- 
ander, were furprifed by his celerity and fubdued 
by his boldnels. . A vi6lorious reign of eighteen 
years expanded the principality of Nice to the 
magnitude of an empire. The throve ofhisfuc- JohnDucas 
ceffor and fon-indaw Vataces was founded on a 
more folid balls, a larger fcope, and more plen- iaa»— 
tiful refources 5 and it was the temper, as well as oafso. 
the intereft, of Vataces to calculate the rifk, to 
expedl the moment, and to enfure the fuccefs, 
of his ambitious defigns. In the decline of the 
Latins, I have brie% expofed the progrefs of the 
Greeks j the prudent and gradual advances of a 
conqueror, who, in a reign of thirty-three years, 
refcued the provinces from national and foreign 
ufurpers, till he preffed on all fides the Imperial 
city, a leaflefs and faplefs trunk, which muff fall 
at the firfl ffroke of the axe. But his interior 
and peaceful adminiflration is ftill more deferv- 
ing of notice and praife^ The calamities of 
the times had wafted the numbers and the fub- 
ftance of the Greeks : the motives and the means 
of agriculture were extirpated; and the moft 
fertile lands were left without cultivation or in- 
habitants. A portion of this vacant property 

3 Pachymer, 1 . i. c. 43, 44. IQlc. Greg. I. ii. c, 6. The reader 
of the Byzantines muft obferre how rarely we are indulged with fuch 
precious details. 
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c H A P. was occupied and improved by the commanda 
, and for the benefit, of the Emperor : a powerful 

band and a vigilant eye fupplied and furpaffeda 
by a fkilful management, the minute diligence 
of a private farmer: the royal domain became 
the garden and granary of Afia j and without 
impoverifliing the people, the fovereign acquired 
a fund of innocent and prpdudtive wealth. 
According to the nature of the foil, his lands 
were fown with corn or planted with vines : the 
paftures were filled with horfes and oxen, with 
Iheep and hogs ; and when Vataces prefented 
to the Emprefs a crown of diamonds and pearls, 
he informed her with a fmile, that this precious 
ornament arofe from the fale of the eggs of his 
innumerable poultr}\ The produce of his do- 
main was applied to the maintenance of his 
palace and holpitals, the calls of dignity and 
benevolence : the lefibn was ftili more ufeful 
than the revenue 5 the plough was reflored to 
its ancient fecurity and honour ; and the nobles 
were taught to feek a fure and independent re- 
venue from their eftates, infiead of adorning 
their fplendid beggary by the oppreflion of the 
people, or (what is almofl the fame) by the fa- 
vours of the court. The fuperfluous ftock of 
corn and cattle was eagerly purchafed by the 
Turks, with whom Vataces preferved a ftridl 
and fincere alliance ; but he difcouraged the im- 
portation of foreign manufactures, the coftly 
filks of the Eaft, and the curious labours of the 
Italian looms. « The demands of nature and 
neceffity,” was he accuftomed to fay, “ are 
I “ indif- 
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indifpenfable 5 but the influence of fafliion c 

may rife and fink at the breath of a monarch 
and both his precept and example recommended 
fimplicity of manners and the ufe of doraeftic 
induftiy. The education of youth and the re- 
vival of learning were the moft ferious objedts 
of his care ; and, without deciding the prece- 
dency, he pronounced with truth, that a prince 
and a philofopher are the two molt eminent 
charadters of human fociety. His firll wife was 
Irene, the daughter of Theodore Lafcaris, a 
woman more illullrious by her perfonal merit, 
the milder virtues of her fex, than by the blood 
of the Angeli and Comneni, .that flowed in her 
veins, and tranfmitted the inheritance of the 
empire. After her death he was contrasted to 
Anne, or Conltance? a natural daughter of the 
Emperor Frederic the fecond j but as the bride 
had not attained the years .of puberty, Vataces 
placed in his folitary bed an Italian darafel of 
her train j and his amorous weaknefs bellowed 
on the concubine the honours, though not the 
title, of lawful emprefs. His frailty was cen- 
fured as a flagitious and damnable fin by the 
monks 5 and their rude inveSlives exercifed and 
difplayed the patience of the royal lover. A phi- 
lofophic age may excufe a fingle vice, which .was 
redeemed by a crowd of virtues ^ and in the re- 
view of his faults, and the more intemperate 
paffions of Lafcaris, the judgment of their con- 

Mova; yaj aTrasvrwi' OTO/«!!.roT«rot ^acnXeiii xai (piXaTo^s 

(Greg. Acropol. c. 32.) The emperor, in a familiar converfation, 
examined and encouraged the ftudies of his future logothete. 

X 4 tempo- 


3IS 


rnt: J3!E€LtNE and fall 


Augujft. 


CHAP, temporaries was fofleried by gratitude to the fe- 
founders of the empire The Haves of the 
Latins, without law or peace, applauded the 
happinefs of their brethren who had refumed 
their national freedom ; and Vataces employed 
the laudable policy of convincing the Greeks of 
every dominion that it was . their interell to be 
enrolled in the number of his fubjedts. 

Theodore A ftrong fliade of degeneracy, is vifible between 
John Vataces and his fon Theodore ; between 
1455* founder who fuftained the weight, and the 
^ A iT” enjoyed the fplendoiir, df the Imperial 

crown Yet the character of Theodore was not 
devoid of energy j^he had been educated in the 
fchool of his father, in the exercife of war and 
hunting: Conftantinople was yet fjpared ; blit in 
the three years of a Ihort reign, he thrice led his 
armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fuliied by a choleric and fufjneious temper : 
the Hrft of thefe may be aferibed to the ignorance 
of controulj and thefecond might naturally arilb 
from a dark and imperfect view of the corruption 
of mankind. On a march in Bulgaria, he con- 
fulted on a question of policy his principal mini- 
fters; and the Greek iogothete, George Acropo- 
lita, prefumed to offend him by the declaration 
of a free and honefl opinion. The Emperor half- 

* Compare Acropolita (c. 18. 5 a.)» and the two firft books of Nice- 
phonte Gregoras. 

* A Pci-fian faying, that Cyrus was the father^ and Darius the 

mqfter, of his fubjodts, was applied to Vataces and kis fon. But Pachy» 
raer (I. i. c. 33.) has milhfcen the mild Darius for the cruel Cambyfea, 
defpot or tyrant of his people. By tlie inftitution of taxes, Darios 
had incun'ed Uia lefs odious, but more contemptible, name of KaTry/yos, 
merchant or broker (Herodotus, iii. 89.). j 
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imilieathed his fcymetar ; but his more delibe- 
rate rage referved Acropolita for a bafer punifti- 
ment. One of the lirft officers of the empire 
was ordered to difiriounti, ftripped of his robes, 
and extended on the ground in the prefence of 
the prince and army. In this pofture he was 
chaftifed with fo many and fuch heavy blows 
from the clubs of two guards or executioners, 
that when Theodore commanded them to ceafe, 
the great logothete was fcarcely able to rife and 
crawl away to his tent. After a feclufion of 
fome days, he was recalled by a peremptory 
mandate to his feat in council; and lb dead were 
the Greeks to the fenfe of honour and lhame, 
that it is from the narrative of the fufferer hiin- 
felf that we acquire the knowledge of his dif- 
grace K The cruelty of the Emperor was exaf- 
perated by the pangs of licknefs, the approach 
of a premature end, and the fufpicion of poifon 
and magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes 
and limbs, of his kinfmen and nobles, were 
facrificed to each fally of paffion ; and before 
he died, the fon of Vataces might deferVe from 
the people, or at leaft from the court, the ap- 
pellation of tyrant. A matron of the family of 
the Palaeologi had provoked his anger by re- 
fufing to beftow her beauteous daughter on the 
vile plebeian who was recommended by his ca- 
price. Without regard to her birth or age, her 

’ AcropoUta (c. 63.) feems to adttiire Ms own firmnefs in fuflainhig a 
beating, and not returning to council till he was called. He relates 
the exploits of Theodore, and his own fervices, from c. 53. to c. 74. 
of his hiftory. See the third book of Nicephorus Gregoras. 

body, 
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CHAP, body, as high as the neck, was inclofed in a 
. , fack, with feveral cats, who were pricked with 

pins to irritate their fury againft their unfortu- 
nate fellow-captive. In his laft hours, the Em- 
peror teftified a with to forgive and be forgiven, 
a juft anxiety for the fate of John his fon and 
fucceffor, w^ho, at the age of eight years, was 
condemned to the dangers of a long minority. 
Minority His laft choice entrufted the oj0&ce of guardian 
Lafca? fan6lity of the patriarch Arfenius, and 

A.d! to courage of George Muzalon, the great 
domeftic, who was equally diftinguiflied by the 
’ royal favour and the public hatred. Since their 
connedlion with the ^Latins, the names and 
privileges of hereditary rank had infinuated 
themfelves into the Greek monarchy ; and the 
noble families ® were provoked by the elevation 
of a worthlefs favourite, to whofe influence 
they imputed the errors and calamities of the 
late reign. In the firft council, after the Em- 
peror’s death, Muzalon, from a lofty throne, 
pronounced a laboured apology of his condudt 
and intentions : his modefty was fubdued by an 
unanimous affurance of efteem and fidelity; and 
his moll inveterate enemies were the loudeft 
to falute him as the guardian and faviour of 
the Romans. Eight days were fufficient to 
prepare the execution of the confpiracy. On 
. the ninth, the obfequies of the deceafed mo- 

® Pacliymer (1. i. c. ai.) names and difcrimlnates fifteen or twenty 
Greek families# xat teat cdKKoif oij ixtya.Xoyivr.i; km ;^^vcrn- 
eruyxExgor«-o. Does he mean, by this decoration, a figurative, or- a 
refl golden chain ? Perhaps, both. 
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narcli were folemnized in the cathedral of Mag- chap. 
neiia^, an Afiatic city, where he expired, on the » 

banks of the Hermiis, and at the foot of mount 
Sipylus. The holy rites were interrupted by a 
fedition of the guards ; Muzalon, his brothers, 
and his adherents, were maflacred at the foot of 
the altar j and. the abfent patriarch was aflbciated 
with a new colleague, with Michael Palaeologus, 
the mod illuftrioLis, in birth and merit, of , the 
Greek nobles 

Of thofe who are proud of their anceftors, the Family and 
far greater part mull be content with local or 
domeftic renown ; and few there are who dare Paireoio- 
trufl the memorials of their family to the public 
annals of their country. As early as the middle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Pahnologi Hands high and confpicuous in the i 

Byzantine hiftbry : it was the valiant George I 

Palmologus who placed the father of the Com- - i 

neni on the throne; and his kinfmen or defcend- 1 

ants continue, in each generation, to lead the ar- 1 

mies and councils of the Hate. The purple was - i 

not dillionoured by their alliance ; and bad the 

®Theoldgeographers,wuliCellariiisandD’AnvllIe> and our travellers, e 

particularly Pococlc and Cliandler, will teach us to diftinguilh the two 
Aiagncfias of Aila Minor, of the Mseander and of Sipylus. The latter, i 

our prefent objedl, is dill flonriflilng for aTurldfh city, and lies eight 
hours, or leagues, to the north-eaft, of Smyrna (Tournefort, Voyage f 

du Levant, torn. iii. lectre xxii. p. 365 — 370. Chandler’s Travels into 
Alia Minor, p. 3670 - E 

See Acropolita (c. 75, 76, &c.}, who lived too near the times: t 

Pachymer (1. i. c. 13 — 35.), Gregoras (l.iii. c. 3, 4, 5.). i; 

" The pedigree of Palaeologus is explained by Ducange (Famil. By- 
zant. p. 330, &c.): tlie events of his private life are related by Pa- i 

ehyrner (I. i. c. 7 — 13.) and Gregoras ( 1 . ii. 8 . 1 , iii. 3. 4. 1 . iv. i.) with s 

vifible favour to the father of fhe reigning dynafty. ' 

■■■■■ Jaw ■ i. 
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CHAP. Jaw of fuccellion, and female fucceffion, been 
, ftri6lly obferved, the wife of Theodore Lafcaris 
mull have yielded to her elder fifler, the mother 
of Michael PalaiJologLis, who afterwards raifed 
his family to the throne. In his perfon, the 
^ fplendoiir of birth was dignified by' the merit of 
the foldier and flatefman ; in his early youth he* 
was promoted to the office of conjlahle or com- 
mander of the French mercenaries ; the private 
expence of a day never exceeded three pieces of 
gold 5 but his ambition was rapacious and pro- 
ftife ; and his gifts were doubled by the graces 
of his converfation and manners. The love of 
the foldiers and people excited the jealoufy of the 
court j and Michael thrice efcaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by his own 
imprudence or that of his friends. I. Under the 
feign of Juflice and Vataces, a difpute arofe 
between two officers, one of whom accufed the 
other of maintaining the hereditary .right of the 
PalfEoIogi. The caufe was decided, according 
to the new jurifprudence of the Latins, hy fingle 
combat : the defendant was overthrown j but 
he perfilled in declaring that himfelf alone was 
guilty ; and that he had uttered thefe raffi or 
treafonable fpeeches without the approbation or 
knowledge of his patron. Yet a cloud of fuf- 
picion hung over the innocence of the con- 
ftable : be was dill purfued b} the wdiifpers of 
malevolence 5 and a fubtile courtier, the Arch- 

Acropolita (c. 50.) relates the circumftances of this curious adven- 
turcj; which feem to have efcaped the more recent writers. 

bifliop 
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bifliop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the c 
judgment of God in the fiery proof of the or- 
deal h Three days before the trial, the patient’s 
arm was inclofed in a bag, and- fecured by the 
royal fignet ; and it was incumbent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times from the 
altar to the rails of the fandtuary, without artifice 
and without injury. Palmologus eluded the dan- 
gerous experiment with fenfe and plearantry. 

“ I am a foldier,” faid he, ‘‘ and will boldly 
“ enter the lifts with my accufers: but a layman, 

“ a finner like myfelf, is not endowed with the 
“ gift of miracles. Your piety, moft holy pre- 
“ late, may deferve the interpofition of heaven, 
and from your hands I will receive the fiery 
“ globe, the pledge of my innocence.” The 
Archbifliop flared; the Emperor fmiled; and the 
abfolution or pardon of Michael was approved by 
new rewards and new fervices. II. In the fuc- 
ceeding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice, he was fecretly informed, that the mind 
of the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy; 
and that death, or blindnefs, would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen- 
tcnce of Theodore, the conftable, with foine fol- 
lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire j 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the defert, he found an hofpitable refuge in 

Pachymer (l.i. c. la.), .who fpeaks with proper contempt of this 
barbarous trial, affirms, that he had feen in his youth many perfons 
who had fuftained, without injury, the fiery ordeal. As a Greek, he 
is credulous ; but the ingenuity of the Greeks might furnilh fome 
remedies of art or fraud againft their own fuperftition, or that of their 
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CHAP, the court of the fultau. In the ambiguous ftate 
t j of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of 
gratitude and loyalty : drawing his fword againft 
the Tartars ; admonilliing the garrifons of the 
Roman limit; and promoting, by his influence, 
the reftoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recall were honourably included. IIL While he 
guarded the Weft againft the defpot of Epirus, 
Michael was again fufpedled and condemned in 
the palace ; and fuch was his loyalty or weak- 
nefs, that he fubmitted to be led in chains above 
' . fix hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice. Tlie 
civility of the mefienger alleviated his difgrace ; 
the Emperor’s ficknefs difpelled his danger ; and 
the laft breath of Theodore, which reconamended 
his infant fon, at once acknowledged the inno- 
cence and the power of Palasologus. 

His elev'a- But liis iimocence had been too unworthily 
throne treated, and his power was too ftrongly felt, to 
curb an afpiring fubjedt in the fair field that was 
opened to' his ambition In the council after 
the death of Tlieodore, he was the firft to pro- 
nounce, and the firft to violate, the oath of alle- 
giance to Muzalon ; and fo dextrous was his 
. condudl, that he reaped the benefit, without 

incurring the- guilt, or at leaft the reproach, of 
the fubfequent mafiacre. In the choice of a 
regent, he balanced the interefts and pafiions of 
the candidates; turned their envy and hatred 

Without comparing Pachymer to Thucydides or Tacitus, I will 
praife his narrative (hi. c. 13 — 33. 1.ii. c. 1—9.), which purfues the 
afcent of Paljcologus with eloquence, perlpicuity, and tolerable freedom. 
Acropolita is more cautious, and Gregoras more concife. 


from 
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from himfelf againft each other, and forced every c 
competitor to own, that after his own claims, 
thofe of Palmologus were heft entitled to the 
preference. Under the title of great duke, 
he accepted or affumed, during a long minority, 
the active powers of government j the patriarch 
was a venerable name ; and the fa6tious nobles 
w’^ere feduced, or opprefled, by the afcendant 
of his genius. The fruits of the oeconomy of 
Vataces were depofited in a llrong cattle on the 
banks of the Hermus, in the cutlody of the 
faithful Varangians : the conftable retained his 
command or influence over the foreign troops 5 
he employed the guards to poflefs the treafure, 
and the treafure to corrupt the guards j and 
whatfoever might be the abufe of the public 
money, his chara6ter was above the fufpicion 
of private avarice. By himfelf, or by his emif 
faries, he tlrove to perfuade every rank of fub- 
je6ts, that their own profperity would rife in 
juft proportion to the eftablilhment of his au- 
thority. The weight of taxes was fufpended, 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint ; and 
he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judi- 
cial combat. Thefe Barbaric inftitutions were 
already aboliflied or undermined in France 
and England and the appeal to the fword 

offended 

The judicial combat was aboliflied by St. Louis in his own terri- 
tories ; and his example and authority were at length prevalent in 
France (Eiprit des Loix, I.xxvlil. c. a5.). 

In civil cafes Henry II. gave an option to the defendant : Glan- 
ville prefers the proof by evidence> and that by judicial combat is 
reprobated in the Fleta. Yet the trial by battle has. never been abro- 
gated 
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offended the fenfe of a civilized and the 
temper of an unwarlike, people. For the fu- 
ture maintenance of their wives and children, 
the veterans were grateful : the priefl and the 
philolbpher applauded his ardent zeal for the 
advancement of religion and learning 5 and his 
vague promife of rewarding merit was applied 
by every candidate to his own hopes. Con- 
fcioiis of the influence of the clergy, Michael 
fuccefsfully laboured to fecure the fuffrage of 
that powerful order. Their expenfive journey 
from Nice to Magnefia, afforded a decent and 
ample, pretence : the leading prelates were 
tempted by the liberality of his nodturnal vifits; 
and the incorruptible patriarch was flattered 
by tlie homage of his new colleague, who 
led bis mule by the bridle into the town, 
and removed to a refpeblful diflan ce the 
importunity of the crowd. Without renoun- 
cing liis title by royal defcent, Palaeologus 
encouraged a free difcuflion into the advantages 
of eledtive monarchy j and his adherents afked, 
with the infolence of triumph, what patient 

gated in the Englifli law, and it was ordered by the judges as late as 
the beginaing of the laft century. 

Yet an ingenious friend has urged to me in mitigation of this 
pradlice, i. That in nations emerging from barbarifm, it moderates 
the licence of private war and arbitrary revenge, a. That it is lefs 
abfurd than the trials by the ordeal, or boiling water, or the crofs, 
which it has contributed to abolifh. 3. That it ferved at leaft as a 
tell of perfonal courage ; a quality fo feldom united with a bafe dif- 
pofition, that the danger of the trial might be fome check to a 
maJicIoHs profecutor, and an ufeful barrier againfl: injuftice fupported 
by power. The gallant and unfortunate Earl of Surrey might pro- 
bably have efcaped his unmerited fate, had not his demand of the 
combat againfi: his accHfer been overnruled. 
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would tnifl liis health, or what merchant would chap* 
abandon his veffel, to hereditary Ikill of a . , 

phyfician or a pilot ? The youth of the Empe- 
ror, and the impending dangers of a minority, 
required the fupport of a mature and experienced 
guardian ; of an affociate raifed above the envy 
of his equals, and invefled with the name and 
prerogatives of royalty. For the intereft of the 
prince and people, without any felfijfli views for 
himfelf or his family, the great Duke confented 
to guard and inftrii6t the fon of Theodore j but 
he fighed for the happy moment when be might 
reflore to his firmer hands the adminillration of 
his patrimony, and enjoy the bleffings of a pri- 
vate ftation. He was firft invefled with the title 
and prerogatives of dejyot, which bellowed the 
purple ornaments, and the fecond place in the 
Roman monarchy. It was afterwards agreed 
that John and Michael Ihould be proclaimed as 
joint emperors, and raifed on the buckler, but 
that the pre-eminence fliould be referved for the 
birtb-right of the former. A mutual league of 
amity was pledged between the royal partners 5 
and in cafe of a rupture, the fubjedls were bound, 
by their oath of allegiance, to declare themfelves 
againft the aggreflbr ; an ambiguous name, the 
feed of difeord and civil war. Palseologus was 
content ; but on the day of the coronation, and 
in the cathedral of Nice, his zealous adherents 
moll vehemently urged the juft priority of his 
age and merit. The unfeafonable dilpiite was 
eluded by pollponing to a more convenient op- 
portunity the coronation of John Lafcaosj and 

VOL. XL y he 
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c H A P. he walked with a flight diadem in the train of 
guardian, who alone received the Imperial 
Michael ci'own from the hands of the patriarch. It was 
Pateoiogus without extreme reliKSance that Arfeniiis 
Lmp^or, of |-,js pupil ; but the Va- 

1260. rangians brandiflied their battle-axes ; a fign of 
affent was extorted from the trembling youth ; 
and fome voices were heard, that the life of a 
child flioiild no longer impede the fettlement of 
the nation. A full harveft of honours and em- 
ployments was diftributed among his friends by 
the grateful Palseoiogus. In his own family he 
created a delpot and two febailocrators ; Alex- 
ius Strategopulus was decorated with the title of 
Ca?far; and that veteran commander foon re- 
paid the obligation, by reftoring Conftantinople 
to the Greek Emperor. 

Recovery fecond year of his reign, while he 

ofCcHiftan- relided in the palace and gardens of Nymphae- 
Smyrna, that the firft meffenger ar- 
1261. rived at the dead of night j and the flupendous 
intelligence was imparted to Michael, after be 
had been gefitly waked by the tender precaution 
of his filler Eulogia. The man was unknown or 
ohfcure; he produced no letters from the vic- 
torious Cselar ; nor could it eafily be credited, 
after the defeat of Vataces and the recent fail- 
ure of Palaeologus himfelf, that the capital liad 

** The fite of Nymphseum is not clearly defined in ancient or mo- 
dern geography But from the laft hours of Vataces (Acropolita, 
S It is evident the palace and gardens of his favourite rciidence 
were in the neighbourhood of Smyrna. Nymplrasum might be loofely 
placed ia Lydia (Gregoras, 1. vi. 6.}. 


been 
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Been furprifed by a detachment of eight hundred c H a p. 
foldiers. As an hoftage, the doubtful author . . 

was confined, with the alTiirance of death or an 
ample recompence j and the court was left fome 
hours ill the anxiety of hope and fear, till the 
meifengcrs of Alexius arrived with the authentic 
intelligence, and dil]dayed the trophies of the 
conqueft, the fword and fceptre% the hulkins 
and bonnet’^”, of the iifurper Baldwin, which he 
had dropt in his precipitate flight. A general 
aflembly of the bifliops, fenators, and nobles, was 
immediately convened, and never perhaps was 
an event received with more heartfelt and iini- 
verfid joy. In a tludied oration, the new fove- 
reign of Conftantinople congratulated his own 
and the public fortune. ‘‘ There was a time,” 
faid he, " a far diflant time, when the Roman 
«« empire extended to the Adriatic, the Tigris, 

“ and the’ confines of iEthiopia. After the lofs 
of the provinces, our capital itfelf, in thefe 
«« laftand calamitous days, has been wrefled from 
“ our hands by the Barbarians of the Weft. 

From the loweft ebb, the tide of profperity 
“ has again returned in onr favour 5 but our 
profperity was that of fugitives and exiles j 
“ and when we were afked, which was the coun- 
“ try of the Romans, we indicated with a blufli 

’’ This fceptre, the emblem of juftice and power, was a long ftaff, 
fiich as was ufed by the heroes in Homer. By the latter Greeks it 
■was named and the Imperial fceptre was diftinguiflied as 

ufiial by the red or purple colour. 

Acripolita afEjans (c. 87.) that this bonnet was after the French 
falhion; but from the niby at the point or fummit, Ducange (Hift. 
de C. P- I.v. c. a8, 39.) believes that it was the high<rowned hat of 
the Greeks. Could Acripolita miftake the drefs. of his own court ? 

Y 2 ^ « the 
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c H A P. the climate of the globe and the quarter of the 

LXII. a heavens. The divine Providence has now re~ 

' “ llored to our arms the city of Gonflantine, the 

«« facred feat of religion an d empire ; and it will 
“ depend on our valour and condu6t to render 
« this important acquisition the pledge and 
Return of ‘‘ future victories.’’' So e^ger was the 

the Greek impatience of the prince and people, that Mi- 
chael made his triumphal entry into Conftanti- 
ia6i. nople only twenty days after the expuHion of 
Auf.14. ^he Latins. The golden gate was thrown open 
at his approach; the devout conqueror dif- 
inounted from his horfe; and a miraculous 
image of Mary the Condu6trefs was borne be- 
fore him, that the divine Virgin in perfon might 
appear to condu^ him to the temple of lier Son, 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the frrll 
traniport of devotion and pride, he iighed at the 
dreary proljjedt offolitude and ruin. The palace 
was defiled with fmoke and dirt, and the grofs 
intemperance of the Franks ; whole flreets had 
been confiimed by fire, or were decayed by the 
injuries of time; the facred and profane edifices 
were flripped of their ornaments ; and as if 
they were confcious of their approaching exile, 
the induftry of the Latins had been confined to 
the work of pillage and defirudtion. Trade had 
expired under the preflure of an archy and diftrefs; 
and the numbers of inhabitants had decreafed 
with the opulence of the city. It was the firft 
care of the Greek monarch to reinftate the nobles 
inthepalaces of their fathers; and the houfes or 
the ground which they occupied were reftored to 
. ,ia th® 
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the families that could exhibit a legal right of C H A P. 
inheritance. But the far greater part was extindt . . 

or loll j the vacant property had devolved to the 
lord ; he repeopled Conftantinople by a liberal 
invitation to the provinces ; and the brave volwi- 
teers were feated in the capital which had been 
recovered by their arms. The French barons 
and the principal families had retired with their 
emperor j but the patient and humble crowd of 
Latins was attached to the country, and indif- 
ferent to the change of mailers. Inftead of ba- 
nidiing the factories of the Pifans, Venetians, 
and Genoefe, the prudent conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in- 
dullry, conlirmed their privileges, and allowed 
them to live under the jurifdi6lion of their proper 
magillrates. Of thele nations, the Pifans and 
Venetians preferved their refpedtive quarters in 
the city ; but the fervices and power of the Ge- 
noefe delerved at the hime time the gratitude and 
the jealouly of the Greeks. Their independent 
colony was lirll planted at the fea-port town 0 
Heraclea in Thrace. They were fpeedily re- 
called, and fettled in the exclufive polTeffion of 
the liiburb of Galata, an advantageous poll, in 
which they revived the commerce, and infulted 
the majefty, of the Byzantine empire 
The recovery of Conftantinople was celebrated Paiseoiogu® 
as the mra of a new empire: the conqueror, 

See Pachymer (La. c. aS— 33.), Acripo^ta (c. 88.)> Nicephorus 
Gregoras (l.iv. 7.), and for the treatnttent of the fubjecS Latins, Du- 
«ange (l.Y. c. 30, 31.). 
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c H A P, alone, and by the right of the fword, renewed 
his coronation in the church of St.Sophia; 
the young and the name and honours of John Lafcaris, 
Emperor, pupil and lawful fovereigii, were infeniibly 
ta6i] aboliflied* But his claims ftill lived in the 
Dec. 25. minds of the people ; and the royal youth mull 
fpeedily attain the years of manhood and ambi- 
tion. By fear or confcience, Palmologus was re- 
ftrained from dipping his hands in innocent and 
royal blood j but the anxiety of an iifurper and 
a parent urged him to feciire his throne, by one 
of thofe iinperfedt crimes fo familiar to the mo- 
dern Greefes. The lofs of fight incapacitated 
the young prince for the adlive bufinefs of the 
world : inftead of the brutal violence of tearing 
out his eyes, the vifual nerve was deftroyed by 
the in tenfe glare of a red-hot bafon% and John 
Lafcaris was removed to a difiant caflle, where 
he Ipent many years in privacy and oblivion. 
Such cool and deliberate guilt may feem incom- 
patible with remorfe ; but if Michael could triiil 
the mercy of heaven, he was not inacceffible to 
the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which 
he had provoked by cruelty and treafon. His 
cruelty impofed on a ferviie court the duties of 
applaufe or filence ) but the clergy had a right to 


“ This milder invention for extinguifhing the fight, was tried by 
the philofopher Democritus on himfelf, when he fought to withdraw 
his mind from the vlfihle world : a foolilh ftory ! The word abacmarei 
in Latin and Italian, has furniflied Ducange (Glofl’. Latin.) with an 
opportunity to review the various modes of blinding ; the more violent 
were fcooping, burning with an iron or hot vinegar, and binding the 
head with a lh*ong cord till the eyes burft from their fockets. In- 
genious tyrants I 
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ipeak in the name of their invifible mailer ; and chap. 
their holy legions were led by a prelate, whole , , 

charadler was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a Ihort abdication of his dignity, 
Arfenius^^ had confented to afcend the eccleliaf- 
tical throne of Conllantinople, and toprefide in 
the refloration of the church. His pious fim- 
plieity was long deceived by the arts of Palmo- 
logus ; and his patience and fubmiffion might 
footh the ufurper, and prote6l the fafety of the 
young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unfiieathed the fpiritual 
fword j and fuperflition, on this occafion, was 
enlilled in the caufe of humanity and jultice. In ^ 
a fynod of bilhops, who were llimulated by the by tiia pa- 
example of his zeal, the patriarch pronounced a Ar- 
fentence of excommunication 5 though his pru- 
dence Hill repeated the name of Michael in the ia6a— 
public prayers. The Eaftern prelates had not 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome j 
nor did they prefume to enforce their cenfures, 
by depofing princes, or ablblving nations from 
their oaths of allegiance. But the Chrillian, 
who had been feparated from God and the 
church, became an objedl of horror ; and, in a 
turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an aflaffin, or inflame a fedi- 
tion of the people. Palgeologus felt his danger, 
confeffed his guilt, and deprecated his judge : 

See tlie firft retreat and reftoration of Arfemus, in Pachymer (L ii. 
e. 15. c. I, 3.), and Nicephoru^ Gregoras c. 1. 1, iv. c. t.), 

Pofterlty juftly accufed the afpeKsm and fonSvfjuat of Arfenius, the vir- 
lues of an heimitj the vices of a minifter (U xii, c. ».). 

Y4 
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c li A P. tbe a6b was irretrievable ; the prize was obtained j 
. , and the moll rigorouspenance, which he folicitedj 

would have railed the finner to the reputation of 
a faint. The unrelenting patriarch refufed to an- 
nounce any means of atonement or any hopes of 
mercy; and condefcended only to pronounce, 
that, for fo great a crime, great indeed mull be 
the fatisfa6liGn. “ Do you require,” faid Mi- 
chael, “ that I fliould abdicate the empire ?” 
And at thefe words, he offered, or feemed to 
offer, the fword of Hate. Arfenius eagerly grafped 
this pledge of fovereignty : but when he per- 
ceived that the Emperor was unwilling to pur- 
chafe abfolution at fo dear a rate, he indignantly 
efcaped to his cell, and left the royal linner, 
kneeling and weeping before the door 
Schifm of danger an d fcan dal of this excoin ni iinica- 

mwR, ' fubfifted above three years, till the popular 
A.D. clamour was aifuaged by time and repentance; 
^^1313. brethren of Arfenius condemned his in- 

dexible fpirit, fo repugnant to the unbounded 
forgivenefs of the Gofpel. The Emperor had art- 
fully infinuated, that, if he were flill rejedled at 
home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, a 
more indulgent judge; but it was far more eafy 
and effedtual to find or to place that judge at the 
head of the Byzantine church, Arfenius wuis 
involved in a vague rumour of confpiracy and 
difaffe6lion ; fome irregular Heps in ids ordina- 
tion and government were liable to cenfure ; a 

The cFime and excoinmiimcation of Michael are fairly told by 
Pachyrner (I. iii. c. lo, 14. 19, &c.) and Grcgoras (l.iv, c.4.). Hi* 
confeffion and penance reftored their freedom. 

fynod 
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ijiiod depofed him from the epifcopal office ; and c H A P. 
he was tranfported under a guard of foldidrs to a 
fmallifland of the Propontis. Before his exile, he 
fiiddeniy requefled that a ftri^ account might he 
taken of the treafures' of the church ; bhafled, 
that his foie riches, three pieces of gold, had been 
earned by tranfcribing the pfahns ; continued to 
affert the freedom of his mind j and denied, with 
his laft breath, the pardon which was imploi’ed by 
the royal fmner^^ After fome delay, Gregory, 
bifhop of Adrianople, was tranflated to the By- 
zantine throne j but his authority was found 
infufficient to fupport the abfolution of the Em- 
peror ; and Jofeph, a reverend monk, was fub- 
ilituted to that important fiindlion. This edify- 
ing fcene was reprefented in the prefence of the 
fenate and people ; at the end of lix years, the 
humble penitent was reftored to the communion 
of the faithful ; and humanity will rejoice, that 
a milder treatment of the captive Lafcaris was 
ftipulated as a proof of his remorfe. But the 
fpirit of Arfenius ftill furvived in a powerful fac- 
tion of the monks and clergy, who perfevered 
above forty-eight years in an obftinate fchifm. 

Their fcruples v/ere treated with tendernefs and 
refpe6t by Michael and his foil ; and the recon- 
ciliation of the Arfenites was the ferious labour 
of the church and date. In the confidence of 
fanaticifm, they had propofed to try their caufe 

Pachymer relates the exile of Arfenius (1, iv. c. I — 16.); he was 
one of the commiflaries who vifitei him ia the defert ifland. The laft 
teftament of the unforgiving patriarch is Hill extant (Dupin, Biblio- 
theque Ecclefiaftique, tonsux. p.95.). • 

by 
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c H A P. by a miracle j and when the two papers, that 
, , contained their own and the adverfe caufe, were 

caft into a fiery brafier, they expelled that the 
catholic verity would be reQ^e^ed by the flaraes> 
Alas! the two papers were indifcriminately con- 
fumed, and this unforefeen accident produced 
the union of a day, and renewed the quarrel of 
an age®*. The final treaty difplayed the victory 
of the Arfenites: the clergy abftained during 
forty days from all ecclefiaftical functions ; a 
flight penance was iinpofed on the laity ; the 
body of Arfenius was depofited in the fan6luary 5 
and in the name of the departed faint, the prince 
and people were releafed from the fins of their 
fathers®^ . 

■Reign of The eftablifliment of his family was the motive, 

or at leafl the pretence, of the crime of Palseolo- 
logus, gus j and he was impatient to confirm the fuccef- 
fion, by fliaring with his eldeft fon the honours 
Dec. I.— of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards furnamed 
^ the Elder, was proclaimed and crowned Emperor 
Dec. n. of the Romans, in the fifteenth year of his age j 
Reign of gf ^ prolix and indoiious 

Andronicus . , , , , , r i ° 

the Elder, leigo, he held that augiift title nine years as the 
colleague, and fifty as the fuccefibr, of his father. 

Pachymer ( 1 . vii. c. aa.) relates this miraculous trial like a pKIofo- 
pher, and treats with fimilar contempt a plot of the Arfenites, to hide a 
revelation in the coffin of fome old faint (1. vii. c. 13.). He compenfates 
this incredulity by an image that weeps, another that bleeds (Lvia. 
c. 30.), mid the miraculous cures of a deaf and a mute patient (1. xi. 
«• 33 -> 

The ftory of the Arfenites is fpread through the tliirteen books of 
Pachymer. Their union and triumph are referved for Nicephorus Gre- 
gorys (1. vii. c. 9.), who neither loves nor efteems thefe fedlaries. 

Michael 
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Michael himfelf, had Iiq died in a private fiation, chap, 
would have been thought more worthy of the , , 

empire: and the alfaiilts of his temporal and Nov. s— 
Ipiritual enemies, left him few moments to la- 
hour for his own fame or the happinefs of his Peh.'^ia* 
fubjedfs. He wrefled from the Franks feveral of 
the nobleft idands of the Archipelago, Lelbos, 

Chios, and Rhodes; his brother Conftantiiie 
was fent to command in Malvafia and Sparta; 
and the eaftern fide of the Morea, from Argos 
and Napoli to Cape Tmnarus, was repofieffed by 
the Greeks, This effufion of Chriflian blood was 
loudly condemned by the patriarch; and the info- 
lent priell prefumed to iiiterpofe his fears and 
fcruples between the arms of princes. But in the 
profeciition of thefe w’eflern conquefls, the coun- 
tzies beyond the Hellefpont were left naked to 
the Turks ; and their depredations verified the 
prophefy of a dying fenator, that the recovery of 
Conftantinople would be the ruin of Alia. The 
vidlories of Michael were atchieved by his lieu- 
tenants; his fword rufled in the palace; and in 
the tranfadlions of the Emperor with the Popes 
and the King of Naples, his political arts were 
ftained with cruelty and fraud"®. 

I. The Vatican was the moft natural refuge of his union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from his with the 

Of the xiii books of Pachymer, the firft fix (as the ivth and vth 
of Nicephoros Gregoras) contain the reign of Michael, at the time of 
whofe death he was forty years of age. Inftead of breaking, like his 
editor the Pere Ponffin, his hiftory into two parts, I follow Ducange 
and Coufin, who number the xiii books in one feries. 
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c H P. throne ; and Pope Urban the Fourth appeared to 
LXIL pity the misfortunes, and vindicate the caufe, of 
* the fugitive Baldwin. A crufade, with plenary 
church, indulgence, was preached by his command againft 
the fchifiiiatic Greeks ; he excommunicated their 
la??. allies an dadherents ; foHcited Louis the Ninth in 

favour of his kinfman; and demanded a tenth of 
the ecclefiadical revenues of France and England 
for the fervice of the holy w^ar’®. The fubtile 
Greek, who watched the riling tempefl of the 
Weft, attempted to liifpend or footh the hoftility 
of the pope, by fuppliant embafties and refpedtful 
letters 5 but he inlinuated that the eftablilhment 
of peace mull prepare the reconciliation and obe- 
dience of the Eaftern church. The Roman court 
could not be deceived by fo grofs an artifice 5 
and Michaelwas admonilhed, that the repentance 
of the foil Ihould precede the forgivenels of the 
father j and that Jaith (an ambiguous word) was 
the only balls of friendlhip and alliance. After a 
long and affected delay, the. approach of danger, 
and the importunity of Gregory the Tenth com- 
pelled him to enter on a more ferious negociation: 
be alleged the example of the great V ataces ; and 
the Greek clergy, who underftood the intentions 
of their prince, were not alarmed by the firft Heps 
of reconciliation and refpedt. But when he prelied 
the conclufion of the treaty, they ftreniiouliy de- 
clared that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in fadt, and that they defpiled thofe 

Ducange, Hift.de C.P. l.v. c. 33, from tlie Epiftles of 
Urban IV. 

ftrangera 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

ftrangers as the vilell and moft defpicable por» c 
tion of the human race''’. It was the taili of 
the Emperor to perfuade, to corrupt, to in- 
timidate, the mofl popular ecclefiaftics, to gain 
the vote of each individual, and alternately to 
urge the arguments of Chriftian charity and the 
public welfare. The texts of the fathers and 
the arms of the Franks were balanced in the 
theological and political fcale ; and without ap- 
proving the addition to the Nicene creed, the 
moft moderate were taught to confefs, that the 
two hoftile propofitions of proceeding from the 
father by the Son, and of proceeding from the 
father and the Son, might be reduced to a fafe 
and Catholic fenfe'h The fupremacy of the 
pope was a do(ffcrine more eafy to conceive, but 
more painful to acknowledge; yet Michael re- 
prefented to his monks and prelates that they 
might fubmit to name the Roman biftiop, as the 
firft of the patriarchs; and that their diftance 
and difcretion would guard the liberties of the 
Eaftern church from the mifchievous confe- 
quences of the right of appeal. He protefted 
that he would facrifice his life and empire rather 
than yield the fmalleft point of orthodox faith 

From their mercantile intercourfe with the Venetians and Genoefe, 
tliey branded the Latins as and /Savanyot (Pachymerr Lr. 

c. 10.)'. « Some are heretics hi name ; others, like tlie Latins, in 

fadt/ fald tlie learned Vcccus ( 1 . v. e, ta.), who foon afterwards be- 
came a convert (c. 15, 16.) and a patriarch (0.34.). 

In this clafs, we may place Pachymer hirofelf, whofe copious and 
candid narrative occupies tlie vth andidth books of his hiftory. Yet the 
Greek is filent on the council of Lyons, and feems to believe that the 

popes always refided in Rome and Italy d* V. c. 17 . 21.). 
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c H A p. or national independence ; and this declaration 

. , was fealed and ratified by a golden bull. The 

patriarch Jofeph withdrew to a monaftery, to 
refign or refume his throne, according to the 
event of the treaty : the letters of union and 
obedience were fubfcribed by the Emperor, his 
fon Androniciis, and thirty-five archbifiiops and 
metropolitans, with their refpe6live fynods; and 
the epifcopal lift was multiplied by many dio- 
cefes which were annihilated under the yoke 
of the infidels. An embaflTy was compofed of 
fome trufty minifters and prelates ; they em- 
barked for Italy, with rich ornaments and rare 
perfumes, for the altar of St.Peter; and their 
fecret orders authorized and recommended a 
boundlefs compliance. They were received in 
the general council of Lyons, by Pope Gregory 
the Tenth, at the head of five hundred bifiiops 
He embraced with tears his long-loft and re- 
pentant children ; accepted the oath of the am- 
bafilidors, who abjured the fchifm in the name of 
tlie two Emperors ; adorned the prelates with the 
ring and mitre 5 chaimted in Greek and Latin 
the Nicene creed with the addition of Jilioqm; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft, 
which had been xeferved for his reign. To con- 
fummate this pious work, the Byzantine deputies 
were fpeedily followed by the pope^s nuncios ; 
and their inftru8:ion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be fatisfied with the 

See the a^s of the councU of Lyons in the year mu- Fleury, 
Hift.EccIefiaftique, tom. xvHi. p. 181—109. Bibliot. Ecclef, 

tpni.x. p. 135. 
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vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the tern- c H A P. 
per of the prince and people, they were enjoined . , 

to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy, who Ihould fub- 
fcribe and fwear their abjuration and obedience*, 
to eftablidi in’ all the churches the ufe of tlie per- 
fe^ creed; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his 
office ; and to inllru<£fe the Emperor in the ad- 
vantages which he might derive from the tem- 
poral protection of the Roman pontiff 

But they found a country without a friend, a Hispeifc 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union 
were pronounced with abhorrence. Tlie patriarch Greeks. 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; liis place was filled 
by Vecus, an ecclefiaftic of learning and mode- laSa, 
ration ; and the Emperor was ffill urged by the 
fame motives, to perlevere in the lame profeffions. 

But in bis private language, Palmologiis affeCled 
to deplorethe pride, and to blame tlieinnovations, 
of the Latins; and while be debafed his charac- 
ter by this double hypocrify, be jullified and pu- 
nilhed the oppofition of bis fubjeCts. By the 
joint fulfrage of the new and the ancient Rome, 
a fentciice of excommunication was pronounced 
againft the oblliiiate fchifmatics : the cenfures of 
the church were executed by the fword of Mi- 
chael ; on tlie failure of perfuafion, he tried the 
arguments of priibn and exile, of whipping and 
mutilation; tliofe touch-ftones, fays an hillorian, 

This curious inftruiaion, which has been drawn with more or left 
honefty by Wading and Leo Allatius from tne archives of the Vati- 
can, is given in an abftradi or verfion by Fleury (tom. xviii. p. — • 


of 
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of cowards, arid the brave. Two Greeks ftill 
reigned in JEtolia, Epirus, and ThelTaly, with 
the appellation of defpots : they had yielded to 
the fovereign of Conllantinople, but they re- 
jedbed the chains of the Eoman pontiiF, and fup- 
ported their refufal by fiiccefsful arms. Under 
their protedlion, the fugitive monks and bilhops 
affembled in hoftile fynods j and retorted the 
name of heretic with the galling addition of apof- 
tate ; the prince of Trebizon was tempted to 
affume the fArfeittitleof Emperor^ and even the 
Latins of* Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and the 
Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to join 
with open or cl^mdeftine aid, the enemies of 
laeologus. His favourite generals, of his own 
blood and family, fucceffively deferted, or be- 
trayed, the facrilegious truft. His lifter Eulogia, 
a niece, and two female coufins, confpired againft 
him j another niece, Mary Queen of Bulgaria, 
negociated his ruin with the Sultan of Egypt 5 
and in the public eye, their treafon was confe- 
crated as the moll fublime virtu e^^. To the pope’s 
nuncios, who urged the confuramation of the 
work, Palmologus expofed a naked recital of all 
that he had done and fuft’ered for theirfake. They 
were aftured that the guilty fe6laries, of bptli 
fexes and every rank, had been deprived of their 
honours, their fortunes, and their liberty j a 

This jfrank and authentic confeflion of Michael’s cllftrefs, is ex- 
hibited in barbarous Latin by Ogerius, who figns himlelf Protono- 
tarius Intec|tp^tum, and tranfcribed by Wading from the MSS. of th® 
Vatican No. 3.). His Annals of the Fi-ancifcan order, 

the Fralpe^JilCbores, ia acvii volumes in folio (Rome, 1741), I have 
now accidentally feessi aiaong the walte paper of a bookfeller. 
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Ipreading lift of confifcation and punilliraeiit, chap. 
which involved many perfons, the deareft to the . , 

Emperor, or the heft deferving of his favour* 

They were condudted to the prifon to behold 
four princes of the royM blood chained, in the 
four corners, and fliaking their fetters in an 
agony of grief and rage. Two of thefe captives 
were afterwards releafed j the one by fubmiftionj 
the other by death r but the obftinacy of their 
two companions was chaftifed by the lofs of their 
eyes ; and the Greeks, the leaft adverfe to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inaufpicious tra- 
gedy Perfecutors muft expert the hatred of 
thole whom they opprefs; but they commonly 
find fome confolation in the teftimony of their 
confcience, the applaufe of their party, and, per- 
haps, the fuccefs of their undertaking. But the. 
hypocrify of Michael, which was prompted only 
by political motives, muft have forced him to 
hate himfelf, to delpife his tbllowersj and to 
efteem and envy the rebel champions by whom he 
was detefted and defpifed. While his violence 
was abhorred at Conftantinople, at Rome his flow* 
nefs was arraigned, and his fincerity fufpedledj 
till at length Pope Martin the Fourth excluded 
the Greek Emperor from the pale of a churchy 
into which he was ftriving to reduce a fchifmatic 
people. No fooner had the tyrant expired, than Theumoa 
the union was diftolved, and abjured by unani- 
mous confent ; the churches were purified ; the 

See the vith book of Pach)Ttner, particularly the chapters* i* 
i6. i8. M — He is the more credible, as he fpeaks of this per- 
secution with lefs anger than furrow. 
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penitents were reconciled; and his fon Andro- 
nicus, after weeping the fins and errors of his 
youth, moil pioiifly denied his father the burial 
of a prince and a Chriftian A 

IL In the diftrefs of the Latins, tlie walls and 
towers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay : 
they \rere reftored and fortified by the policy of 
Michael, who depofited a plenteous ftore of corn 
and fait provifions, to fiifiain the fiege which he 
might hourly expert from the refentment of the 
Weftern powers. Of thefe, the fovereign of the 
two Sicilies was the raoft formidable neighbour ; 
but as long as they were polfefied by Mainfroy, 
the ballard of Frederic the Second, his monarchy 
was the bulwark rather than the annoyance of 
the Eallern empire. The ufurper, though a brave 
and active prince, was fufficiently employed in 
the defence of his throne: his profcription by 
fuccefiive popes had feparated Mainfroy from 
the common caufe of the Latins ; and the 
forces that might have befieged Conftantinople 
were detained in a crufade againft the domeftic 
enemy of Rome. . The prize of her avenger, 
the crown of the two Sicilies, was won and 
worn by the brother of St. Louis^ by Charles 
C'ount of Anjou and Provence, who led the 
chivalry of France on this holy expedition 
The difiiffedion of his Chriftian fubje^ls com- 
pelled 

Pachymer, I.vii. c. I — ii. 17. Tlie fpeech of Amdronicus the 
Elder (Ub. xii. c.a.) is a curious record, which proves, thiu: if the 
Greeks were the flaves of the Emperor, the Emperor was not lels the 
Have of fuperftition and the clergy. 

The Ijeft accounts, the neareft the time, the rneft full and enter- 
taining, of the conqueftof Naples by diaries of Anjou, may be found 

hi 
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pelled Mainfroy to enlift a colony of Saracens c i-i A P, 
whom his hither had planted in Apulia: and j 

this odious fuccoiir will explain the defiance of 
the Catholic hero, who rejected all terms of 
accommodation. “ Bear this raefiage,^’ faid 
Charles, ‘‘ to the Sultan of Nocera, that God 
and the fword are umpire between us; and 
“ tliat he fliall either fend me to paradife, or I 
“ will fend him to the pit of hell.” The armies 
met, and though I am ignorant of Mainfroy’s 
doom in the other world, in this he loll his 
friends, his kingdom, and his life, in the bloody 
battle of Benevento. Naples and Sicily were 
immediately peopled with a warlike race of 
French nobles ; and their afpiring leader em- 
braced the future conqueft of Africa, Greece, 
and Paiefline. The molt fpecious reafons might 
point his firll arms againlt the Byzantine empire; 
and Faheologus, diffident of his own flrength, re- 
peatedly appealed from the ambition of Charles 
to the humanity of St. Louis, who ftill preferved 
a juft afcendant over the mind of his ferocious 
brother. I'or a while the attention of that bro- 
ther was confined at home by the in vafion of Coii- 
radin, the laft heir of the Imperial hoiife of Swa- 
bia : but the haplefs boy funk in the unequal 
coiifli6l ; and his execution on a public fcaffold 

Jn the Florentine Chronicles of Ricordano Malefpina (c 1 75 — ^193.) and 
Giovanni Villani (I. vii. c. i— 10. 25 — 30.), which are publifcedby Mura- 
tori in the viiith and xiiith volumes of the hlftorians of Italy, In his An- 
nals (tom. xi. p. 56— -72.), he has abridged thefe great events, which 
are likewlie defcribed in the Iftoria Civile of Giannone, tomrii. hxix. 
tom. iii. I XX. 
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CHAP, taiiglit the rivals of Charles to tremble for theif 
. . heads as well as their dominions. A fecond rel- 

pile was obtained by the laft crufade of St. Louis 
to the African coaft; and the double motive of 
interefl and duty urged the King of Naples to 
affift, with his powers and his prefence, the holy 
enterprife. The death of St. Louis releafed him 
from the importunity of a virtuous cenfor : the 
King of Tunis confeffed himfelf the tributary and 
Threatens vaffal of the crown of Sicily ; and the boldeft of 
the Greek the French knights were free to enlift under his 
banner againft the Greek empire. A treaty and 
ta7o, &c. a marriage united his interefl; with the houfe of 
Courtenay : his daughter Beatrice was promifed 
to Philip, foil and heir of the Emperor Baldwin : 
a penfion of fix hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance ; and his generous 
father diftributed among Ins allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of the Eatt, referving only Con- 
flaiitinople, and one day’sjourney round the city, 
ibr the Imperial domain^®. In this perilous mo- 
ment Palmologus was the mofl; eager to fubfcribe 
the creed and implore the protedlion of the Ro- 
man pontiff, who alTumed, with propriety and 
weight, the eharafiter of an angel of peace, the 
common father of the Chriftians. By his voice, 

• the fword of Charles was chained in the fcabbard j 
and the Greek ambaffadors beheld him, in the 
pope’s anticharaber, biting his ivory fceptre in a 
tranfport of fury, and deeply refenting the refufal 

, Ducange, Hift. de. C.P. 1 . v, c.49 — 56. 1 . vi. c. i — 13. See Pa- 
chymer, 1. iv. c. 29. 1. v. c. 7— lo. aj. 1. vi. c. 30. 3a, 33. and Nice- 
phorus Gregoras, I iv. 5. 1 . v. i, 6. 

to 
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to enfraiichife and confecrate his arms. He ap- c H“AP. 
pears to have refpe6i:ed the difinterefted media- . 

tioii of Gregory the Tenth ; but Charles was 
infenlibly difgulled by the pride and partiality of 
Nicholas the Third ; and his attachment to his 
kindred the Urfini family, alienated the moll ftre- 
nuous champion from the fervice of the church. 

The hoftile league againft the Greeks, of Philip 
the Latin Emperor, the King of the two Sicilies, 
and the republic of Venice, was ripened into 
execution ; and the eledlion of Martin the Fourth, 
a French pope, gave a fandlion to the caufe. Of 
the allies, Philip fupplied his name, Martin, a 
bull of excommunication, the Venetians a fqiia- 
dron of forty gallies j and the formidable powers 
of Charles conliHed of forty counts, ten thouland 
men at arms, a numerous body of infantry, and 
a fleet of more than three hundred lliips and 
tranfports. A dillant day was appointed for 
affembling this mighty force in the harbour of 
Brindilij and a previous attempt was rifleedwith 
a detachment of three hundred knights, who in- 
vaded Albania, and befieged the fortrefs of Bel- 
grade. Their defeat might amufe with a triumph 
the vanity of ConRantinople; but the more faga- 
cious Micliael, defpairing of his arms, depended 
on the efle6ls of a confpiracy; on the fecret 
workings of a rat, who gnawed the bow-dring 
of the Sicilian tyrant. 

^ ' The reader of Herodotus will recolledi how miraculouQy the 
Afiyi-ian hoft of Sennacherib was difarmed and, deftroyed (U iu 
c. 

2! 3 Among 
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the revolt 
of Sicily, 

A.D. 

ia8o. 


c’H A P. -^mong the profcribed adherents of the houfe 
t Swabia, John of Frocida forfeited a fmall 

Paiseologus iA^nd of that name in the bay of Naples. His 
inftigates l)iith was noble, but his education was learned ; 

and in the poverty of exile, he was relieved by 
the pradtice of pbyfic, which he had ftudied in 
the ichool of Salerno. Fortune had left him no- 
thing to lofe, except life; and to defpife life is 
the firll qualification of a I’ebel. Frocida was en- 
dowed with the art of negotiation, to enforce 
his reafoiis, and dilguife his motives; and in his 
various tranfadlions with nations and men, he 
Could perfuade each party that he laboured 
folely for their intereft. The new kingdoms of 
Charles were afflicted by every fpecies of fifcal 
and military oppreffion^°; and the lives and for- 
tunes of his Italian fubjedts were facrificed to the 
greatiiefs of their mailer and the licentioufnefs of 
his followei'S. The hatred of Naples was reprelTed 
by his prefence; but the loofer government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
averlion, of the Sicilians,: the ifland was roufed 
to afenfe of freedom by the eloquetice of Frocida; 
and he dilplayed to every baron his private in- 
tereft in the common caufe. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he fuccefiively vifited the courts of 
the Greek Emperor, and of Peter King of Arra- 


According to Sabas Malalpina (Hift. Sicxila, I. ill. c. 16. in Mura- 
tori, tom. viii. p. 83a.), a zealous Guelph, the fubjeds of Charles, who 
had reviled Mainffoy as a wolf, began to regret him as a lamb : and 
he juftilies their difcontent by the opprelTions of the French government 
(I. vi. c. a. 7.). See the Sicilian manifefto in Nicholas Specialis (I. i. 
c. II. in Muratori, tom.x. p. 930.}. 
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gon"*, who poffeffed the maritime countries of C H A P. 
Valentia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter , ^ ^ . 

a crown was prefented, which he might juftiy 
claim by his marriage with the filler of Mainfroy, 
and by the dying voice of Conradin,. who from 
the fcaftbld had call a ring to his heir and avenger. 
Palseologns was eafily perfuaded to divert his 
enemy from a foreign war by a rebellion at 
home ; and a Greek fubfidy of twenty-five thou- 
fand ounces of gold was moll profitably applied 
to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under an holy 
banner to the fpecious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the difguife of a monk or beggar, 
tlie indefatigable miflionary of revolt flew from 
Conllantinople to Rome, and from Sicily to Sara- 
I gofia: the treaty was fealed with the lignet of 

Pope Nicholas himfelf, the enemy of Charles j 
and his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of 
St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou to that of Arra- 
gon. So widely dilFufed and fo freely circulated, 
i the fecret was preferved above two years with 

impenetrable difcretion ; andeachoftheconlpi- 
rators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who declared 
that he would cut off his left hand if it were con- 
! fcious of the intentions of his right. The mine 

was prepared with deep and dangerous artifice ; 
but it may be quellioned, whether the inllant 
explofion of Palermo 'were the erre6l of accident 
or defign. 

See the characSler and coiinfels of Peter King of Arragon, in Ma- 
riana (Hift. Hifpan. I. xiv. c. 6. tom.ii. p. 133.). The reader forgives 
i; the Jefuit’s defedls, in favour, always of his ftyle, and often of his 

I -fehfe. 
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CHAP. On the vigil of Eafter, a proceffion of the dif- 
Lxn. armed citizens vifited a church without tiie walls ^ 
yJTm- and anoble damfel was rudely infulted byaFrench 
anVefpers, foIdie^^^ The raviflier was inilantlypimiilied with 
death j and if the people at frit was fcattered by 
March 30. a military force, their numbers and fury pre„ 
vailed; the confpirators feized the opportunity: 
the flame fpread over the ifland j and eight thou- 
fand French were exterminated in a promifcuous 
maflacre, which has obtained the name of the 
Sicilian VESPEEs^h From every city the ban- 
ners of freedom and the church were difplayed : 
the revolt was infpired by the prefence or the foul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who failed 
from the African coaftio Palermo, was fainted as 
the king andfaviour of the ille. By the rebellion 
of a people on whom he had fo long trampled with 
impunity, Charles w’asafloniflied and confoimdedj 
and in the firfl; agony of grief and devotion, he 
was heard to exclaim, “ O God ! if thou hail 
“ decreed to humble me, grant me at leail a 
gentle and gradual defcent from the pinnacle 
‘‘ of greatnefs !” His fleet and army, which 
already filled the fea-ports of Italy, w’^ere hailily 
recalled from the fervice of the Grecian war ; 
and the fituation of Melfma expofed that town to 

After enumerating the fufferings of his country, Nicholas Spe-, 
clalis adds, in the true fpirit of Italian jealoufy, Quae omnia et graviora 
quidem, ut arbitror, patienti animo SicuH toleraflent, nifi (quod primum 
cundtis dominamtibus cavendum eft), alienas foeminas invaffiftent (I. i. 
c. a, .p. 924-). . : 

The Breach were long taught to remember this bloody leflbn : 
If I am provoked (f«d Henry the Fourtli), I will breakfaft at Milan, 
'*« and dine at Naples.’^ « Your Majefty (replied the Spaaifli ainbaf- 
fador) may perhaps arrive in Sicily for vefpers,” 

the 
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the ftorm of his revenge. Feeble in them- c H A p. 
felves, and yet hopelefs of foreign fuccotir, , , 

the citizens would have repented, and fubmitted 
on the affurance of full pardon and their ancient 
privileges. But the pride of the monarch was 
already rekindled ; and the moll fervent entreaties 
of the legate could extort no more than a pro* 
mife, that he would forgive the remainder, after 
a chofen lift of eight hundred rebels had been 
yielded to his difcretion. The defpair of the 
Meftinefe renewed their courage j Peter of Arra-^ 
gon approached to their relief ; and his rival 
was driven back by the failure of provilion and 
the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian fliore. 

At the fame moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
famous Roger de Loria, fwept the channel with 
an invincible fquadron ; the French fleet, more Defeat of 
numerous in tranlports than in gallies, was either 
burnt or deftroyed; and the fame blow aftbred ' 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire. A few days before his death, the 
Emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy 
whom he hated and efteemed 5 and perhaps he 
might be content with the popular judgment, 
that had they not been matched with each other, 
Conftantinople and Italy muft fpeedily have 

This revolt, with the fubfeqqent vl<aory, are related by two na- 
tional writers. Bartliolemy a Neocaftro (in Muratoii, tom. xm.) and 
Nicholas Specialis (in Muratori, tom. x,), the one a contemporary, die 
other of the next century. The jxitriot Specialis difclaims the name 
of rebellion, and all previous correfpondence with Peter of Arragon 
(nullo communicato confiHo), who bafp^tied to be with a fleet and army 
on the African coaft (h i. c. 4. 9.). 

obeyed 
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c H A P. obeyed the fame iriafter From this difaftrous 
Lxn. moment, the life of Charles was a feries of mif- 
fortunes ; his capital was infulted, his fon was 
made prifoner, and he funk into the grave with- 
out recovering the Ifle of Sicily, which, after a 
war of twenty years, was iinally fevered from 
the throne of Naples, and transferred, as an 
independent kingdom, to a younger branch of 
the hoiife of Arragon 

Tiieiervice J fliall not, 1 trufl, bc accufed of fuperftition : 
die Sa-”^ but I mult remark, that even in this world, the 
kns in the natural order of events will foinetimes alford the 
ft rong appearances of moral retribution. The 
1303— firft Palreologus had faved his empire by involv- 
^307* kingdoms of the Weft in rebellion 

and blood j and from thefe feeds of difcord up 
Tofe a generation of iron men, wlio alfauited and 
endangered the empire of his fon. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the fecret poifon, 
which ftill corrodes the bofom of peace : but in 
the weak and diforderly government of the mid- 
dle ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of 
the dilbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accuftomed 
to a life of rapine : they could rob with more 
dignity and effect under a banner and a chief 5 
and the fovereign, to whom their fervice was ufe- 

FTicephorus Gregoras (Lv. c.6.) admires the wifdom of Providence 
in this equal balance of ftates and princes. For the honour of Palffiolo- 
gus, I had rather this balance had been obferved by an Italian writer, 
-s® See the Chronicle of Villaai, the xith volume of the Annall 
, d’ltalia of Muratori, and the xxth and xxift books of the Jftorla Civile 
of Gsannone. 

lefs. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

lefs, an d their prefeiice iiuportiiiiate, endeavoured 
to difcharge the torrent on forae neighbouring 
countries. After the peace of Sicily, many 
thoufands of Genoefe, Catalans^^'^, he. who had 
fought, by fea and land, under the ftandard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one nation 
by the refemblance of their manners and intereft. 
They heard that the Greek provinces of Aha 
were invaded by the Turks : they refolved to 
fhare the harveft of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric King of Sicily moft liberally contributed 
the means of their departure. In a warfare of 
twenty years, a fliip, or a camp, was become 
their country; arms were their foie profeffion 
and property ; valour was the only virtue ‘which 
they knew ; their women had imbibed the fear- 
lefs temper of their lovers and hufbands : it was 
reported, that, with a flroke of their broad- 
fword, the Catalans would cleave a horfeman 
and an horfe ; and the report itfelf was a 
powerful weapon. Roger de Flor was the moft 
popular of their chiefs ; and his perfonal merit 
overfliadowed the dignity of his prouder rivals 
of Arragon. The offspring of a marriage be- 
tween a German gentleman of the court of Fre- 
deric the Second and a damfel of Brindifi, Ro- 
ger was fucceffively a templar, an apodate, a 
pirate, and at length the richeft and moffpower- 

In this motley multitude, the Catalans and Spaniards, the braveft 
of tlie foldiery, were ftyled, by themfelves and the Greeks, Amoga- 
mares, Moncada derives their origin from the Goths, andPachymer 
(l. xi. c.aa.) from the Arabs j and in fpite of national and religious 
pride, I am afraid the latter is in, the right. 


fill 
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CHAP, fui admiral of the Mediterranean. He failed 
^ from Medina to Conftantinople, with eighteen 
gallies, four great fliips, and eight thoufand ad- 
venturers; and his previous treaty was faithfully 
■ accompliflied by Androniciis the elder, who ac- 
cepted with joy and terror this formidable fuc- 
cour. A palace was allotted for his reception, 
and a niece of the Emperor was given in mar- 
riage to the valiant ftraiiger, who was imme- 
diately created great duke or admiral of Ro- 
mania. After a decent repofe, he tranfported 
his troops over the Propontis, and boldly led 
them againft the Turks : in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Modems were flaiii : he 
raifed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved the 
name of the deliverer of Alia. But after a Ihort 
feafon of profperity, the cloud of davery and ruin 
again burll on that unhappy province. The in- 
habitants efcaped (fays a Greek hiftorian) from 
the fmoke into the flames ; and the hoftility of 
the Turks was lefs pernicious than the friendlhip 
of the Calataiis. The lives and fortunes which 
they had refcued, they conlidered as their own; 
the willing or reluctant maid was faved from the 
race of circumcilion for the embraces of a Chrif- 
tiaii folder ; the exa6tion of fines and fupplies 
was enforced by licentjous rapine and arbitrary 
executions ; and, on the refinance of Magnefia, 
the great duke befieged a city of the Roman em- 
pire Thefe diforders he excufed by the wrongs 

and 

Some idea may be formed of tlie population of thefe cities, from 
the 36,000 inhabitants of Tralles, whkh, ij? the preceding reign, wa« 

rebuilt 
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and paffions of a vicitorious army; nor would his chap. 
own authority or perfon have been fafe, had he , , 

dared to punifh his faithful followers, who were 
defrauded of the juft and covenanted price of 
their fervices. The threats and complaints of 
Andronicus difclofed the nakednefs of the empire. 

His golden bull had invited no more than five 
hundred horfe and a thoufand foot foldiers ; yet 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to the 
Eaft, had been enlifled and fed by his fpon- 
taneous bounty. While his braveft allies were 
content with three byzants or pieces of gold, for 
their monthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces, 
of gold were affigned to the Catalans, whofe an- 
nual penfion would thus amount to near an 
hundred pounds fterling : one of their chiefs 
had modeftly rated at three hundred thoufand 
crowns the valour of his future merits ; and 
above a million had been iflTued from the trea- 
fiiry for the maintenance of thefe coflly merce- 
naries. A cruel tax had been impofed on the 
corn of the hufbandman: one third was retrench- 
ed from the falaries of the public officers ; and 
the flandard of the coin was fo ffiamefully de- 
bafed that of the four-and-twenty parts only five 
were of pure gold At the fammons of the 

Emperor, 

rebuilt by the Emperor, and ruined by the Turks. (Pachymer, I. vi. 

C. 20, 21.) 

I have collefted thefe pecuniary circumftances from Pachymer 
(1. xi. c. 21. l.xii, G. 4, 5. 8-14. 19.), who defcribes the progreilive 
degradation of the gold coin. Even in the prolperous times of John 
Ducas Vataces, the byzants were, compofed in equal proportions of 
the pure and the bafer metal. The poverty of Michael Palasologns 

com- 
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CH A P. Emperor, Roger evacuated a pro^dnce which no 
longer fuppiied the materials of rapine: but, he 
refufed to difperfe his troops; and while his %Ie 
was refpedtful, his conduct was independent and 
hoflile. He protefted, that if the Emperor fliould 
march againft him, he would advatice forty paces 
to kifs the ground before him, but in rifing from 
this proflrate attitude Roger had a life and fword 
at the fervice of his friends. The great duke of 
Romania condefeended to accept the title and 
ornaments of Csefar ; but he rejected the new 
propofal of the government of Afia with a fubfidy 
of corn and money, on condition that he fliould 
reduce his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand men. Aifaffination is the lall refource 
of cowards. The Caefar was tempted to viiit the 
royal refidence of Adrianople; in the apartment, 
and before the eyes of the Empi’efs, he was 
(tabbed by tlie Alani guards ; and thougli the 
deed was imputed to tlieir private revenge, his 
countrymen, who dwelt at Condantinople in the 
(bcurity of peace, were involved in the fame pro- 
feription by the prince or people. The lofs of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, 
wdio hoilled the (ails of fight, and were foon 
fcattered round the coafts of the Mediterranean. 
But a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 

compelled him to ftrike a new coin, with nine parts, or carats, of 
gold, and fifteen of copper alloy. After his death, the ftandard rofe 
to ten carats, till in the public diftrefs it was reduced to the moiety. 
The prince was relieved for a moment, while credit and commerce 
were for ever blafted. In France, the gold coin is of twenty-two 
carats (one tw'elfth alloy), and the ftandard of England and Holland 
is ftill higher. 
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orFrench, flood firm in the ftrongfortrefs of Gal> G H A P. 
lipoli on the Hellefpont, difplayed the banners 
of Arragon, and offered to revenge and juflify 
their chief by an equal combat of ten or an hun- 
dred warriors. Iidlead of accepting this bold de- 
fiance, the Emperor Michael, the fon and col- 
league of Andronicus, refolved to opprefs tliem 
with the weight of multitudes : every nerve was 
flrained to form an army of thirteen thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot ; and the Pj opontis 
was covered with the fliips of the Greeks and 
Genoefe. In two battles by fea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the defpair aAl difcipline of the Catalans; 
the young Emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
infufficient guard of light-horfe was left for the 
protedlion of the open country. Vidlory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers : every 
nation was blended under the name and fiandard 
of the great coyiipany ; and tliree thoufand Turkiflt 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervice to 
join this military aflbciation. In the pofleflion of 
Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade of 
Conflantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devallations on either fide of the Hel- 
iefpont over the confines of Europe and Alia. 

To prevent their approach, the greatefl part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafle by the 
Greeks themfelves : the peafants and their cattle 
retired into the city; and myriads of fheep and 
oxen, for which neither place nor food could be 
procured, w^ere unprofitably flaughtered on the 
ikme day. Four times the Emperor Andronicus 

filed 
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c H A p. filed for peace, and four times lie ^vas inflesiblj 
. . repulfed, till the want of provifions, and the dif- 

cord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans to 
evacuate the banks of the Hellefpont and the 
neighbourhood of the capital. After their repa- 
ration from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company purfued their march through Mace- 
donia and ThejQTaly, to feek a new eftablilhment 
in the heart of Greece 

Revoiu- After fome ages of oblivion, Greece was awa- 
Sei^ kened to new misfortunes by the arms of the La- 
A. D. tins. In the two hundred and fifty years between 
iao4— - the firfl and the lafl conqueft of Conflantinople, 
* that venerable land was difpu^d by a multitude 
of petty tyrants; without the comforts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and intefline war ; and if fervitude be 
preferable to anarchy, they might repofe Vv?ith 
joy under the Tiirkifli yoke. I fliall not piirfue 
the obfcure and various dynaflies, that rofe and 
fell on the continent or in the ifies; but our 
lilence on the fate of Athens would argue a 

flrange 

The Catalan war is moft copioufly related by Pachymer, in the 
xith, xiith, and xiiith bookS) till he breaks ofF in the year 1308. Nice- 
phorus Gregoras (l.vil. 3 — 6.) i$ more concife and complete. Ducange, 
who adopts tliefe adventurers as French, has hunted their footfteps with 
his ufuai diligence (Hift. de C. P. 1 . vi. c. a a — 46.). He quotes an 
Arragonefe hiftoiy, which I have read with pleafure, and which the 
Spaniards extol as a model of ftyle and compofition (Expedicion de los 
Catalaues y Arragonefes contra Turcos y Griegos : Barcelona, 1 6a3 , in 
quarto: Madrid, 1^77, in odlavo). Don Francifco de Moncada, Conde 
de Ofona, may imitate Csefar or Salluft ; he may tranfcribe the Greek 
or Italian contemporaries: but he never quotes his authorities, and I 
cannot difcern any national records of the exploits of his countiymen. 

See the laborious hiftory of Ducange, whofe accurate table 
4 of 
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llrartge ingratitude to the ftrft and ptireft feliool c H A P« 
of liberal leienee and amiifeiiTient* In the parti- 
tioii of the empire, the principality of Athens 
anti Thebes was aligned to Otho de la Roche, a 
tioble warrior of Burgnody^^^ with the title of 
great duke '^^, winch the Latins irfiderftood in 
their own fenfe, and the Greeks more fooliflily 
derived from the age of CoiiflaMine®^ Otho fol- 
lowed the ftandard of the MatqiiiSof Montferfatj 
the ample Hate which he aetpiired by a miracle 
of condudt or fortune was {^eaOeably inherited 
by his fon and two grandfons, till the family, 
though not the nation, was changed by the mar- 
riage of an heirefs, into the elder branch of the 
houfe of Btienne. The fon of that raarriage, 

Walter de Brienne, fucceeded to the duchy of 
Athens; and, with the aid of fome Catalan mef- 
cenariess whom he invefted with hefs, reduced 

of the French dyftaftles recapitulates the thirtp-flv'e pafllges ih tvMch 
■he mentions the dukes of Athens. 

He is twice mentioned by Villehardouin with honour (N’ 15 1, 

235.) j and under the firft paflage, Ducange obferves all that can be 
known of hia perfun and family. 

From thefe Latin princes of the xivth century, Boccace, Chaucer, 
and Shakeipeare, have borrowed their Thefeus Duke of Athens. An 
ignorant age transfers its owai language and manners to the rnoli diP- 
tant times, 

The fa^ne Conftantine gave to Sicily a king, to RufGa the magnus 
dapifer of tlie empircj to Tlichei the prhnieerius ; and thefe abfuftl 
fables are properly laflied by Ducange (ad Nicephor. Greg. i. vii. e. 5.}. 

By the Latins, the Lord of Thebes was ftyled, by corruption, the Me- 
gas Kurios, or Grand Sire ! 

Qaodam mirando, fays Aiberic. He was prdsably received by 
Michael Choniates, the archhifiiop who had defended Athens ag.ainft 
the tyrant' Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Baldwino). Michael was the bro- 
ther of the hidorian Nicetas; and kis encomium of Athens is dill ex- 
tant in MS. in the Bodleian library (Fabric. Bibliot. Orasc. tora.vi. 
p. 409.). 
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c HAP. above thirty caftles of the vahal or neighbour- 

. ing lords. But when he was informed of the 

approach and ambition of the great company, 
he collected a force of feven hundred knights, 
fix thoufand four hundred horfe, and eight 
thoufand foot, and boldly met them on the 
banks of the river Cephifus in Boeotia. The 
Catalans amounted to no more than three thou- 
fand five hundred horfe, and four thoufand foot j 
but the deficiency of numbers was compenfated 
by flratagem and order. They formed round 
their camp an artificial inundation j the duke 
and his knights advanced without fear or pre- 
caution on the verdant meadow; their horfes 
plunged into the bog; and he was cut in pieces, 
with the greateft part of the French cavalry. 
His family and nation were expelled; and his 
fon Walter de Brienne, the titular Duke of 
Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the conftable 
of France, lofl his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and Boeotia were the. rewards of the vidbo- 
rious Catalans; they married the widows and 
daughters of the flain ; and during fourteen years, 
■the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
Hates. Their fadlions drove them to acknow- 
ledge the fbvereigiity of the houfe of Arragon ; 
and during the remainder of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, Athens, as a government or an appanage, 
was fucceflively beflowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynafiy 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plebeian at 
Florence, potent at Naples, and fovereign in 
Greece. Athens, which they embellifhed with 


new 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 355 

hew buildings, became the capital of a Hate, that CHAP* 
extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, . . 

and a part of Thelfaly 5 and their reign was 
hnaily determined by Mahomet the fecond, who 
llrangled the lafl duke, and educated his fons in 
the difcipline and religion of the feraglio. 

Athens though no more than thefliadow of Prefent 
her former felf, ftill contains about eight or ten 
thoufand inhabitants ; of thefe, three-fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, 
who compofe the remainder, have relaxed, in 
their intercourfe with the citizens, fomewhat of 
the pride and gravity of their national character. 

The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, dourilhes in 
Attica j nor lias the honey of Mount Hyincttus 
loft any part of its cxquilite flavour^' : but the 
languid trade is monopolized by ftrangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Walachians. The Athenians are ftill 
diftinguillied by the fubtlety and acutenefs of 
their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unlefs 
ennobled by freedom, and enlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and felfifli cunning *. 
and it is a proverbial laying of the country. 

The modern account of Athens, and the Athenians, is extradled 
from Spoil (Voyage en • Grece tom. ii* p- 79 — 199.) and Wheeler 
(Travels into Greece, p. 337 — 414.), Stuart (Antiquities of Athens, 
jiaffim), and Chandler (Travels into Greece, p. as — 17 a.}. The firft 
of thefe travellers vifited Greece In the year 16715, the laft 1765 ; and 
ninety years had not produced much difference in the tranquil 
feene. 

' " The ancients, or at leaft the Athenians, believed that all the bees . 
in the world had been propagated from Mount Hymettus. They 
taught that health might be prelerved and life prolonged by the ex- 
ternal ufe of oil, and the internal ufe of honey (Geoponica I. xv. c. 7. 

•p.xo2^’ — 1094, edit. Niejas). 
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e H A F. From the Jews of Theffalonica, the Turks of 
“ Negropont, and the Greeks of Athens, good 
« Lord deliver us l” This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Tiirkifh baihaws by 
an expedient which alleviates their fervitude and 
aggravates their fhame. About the middle of the 
iaft century, the Athenians chofe for their pro- 
testor the Kiflar Aga, or chief black euauch of 
the feragiio. This Ethiopian Have, who polfeffes 
the Sultards ear, condefceads to accept the tri- 
bute of thirty thoufand crowns j his lieutenant, 
the Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may 
referve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
more; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, 
that they feldom fail to remove and punith an 
oppreffive governor* Their private differences 
are decided by the arclibifiiop, one of the richeff 
prelates of the Greek church fince he poffeffes 
a revenue of one thoufand pounds llerling ; and 
by a tribunal of the eight ^ or elders; chofen 
in the eight quarters of the city : the noble fa- 
milies cannot trace their pedigree above three 
hundred years ; but their principal members are 
diftinguilbed by a grave demeanour, a fur- cap, 
and file lofty appellation of archon. By fome, 
who delight in the contraft, the modern lan- 
guage of Athens k reprefented as the moft cor- 
rupt and barbarous of the feventy dialects of 
the vulgar Greeks®: this pi^iire is too darkly 

V Duc:vnge GWar, Grsc. Ps-^efat. p, 8„ who quotes for Ws author 
llieodofius ZygoniaJas»a roodera grammarian. Yet Spo« (tom.p. 1 94.) 
and Wheeler ho iacofajp^tent judges, entertain a more fa^ 

r'^ourabie opinion of the Attic dialedi. 
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coloured ; but it would not be eafy in the country chap. 
of Plato and Bemofthenes, to find a reader or a , 

copy, of their works. The Athenians walk with 
fupine indilference among the glorious ruins of 
antiquity; and fuch is the dehafeinent of tlieir 
charadtery that they are incapable of admiring 
the genius of their predecefibrs*^. 

Yet we muft no^ SKtufe theta of corrapfing the aame of iithens> 

■which they ftill call Athini. From the ek twv Afinvw, we have formed 
liur own barharifin of Sefines^ 
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CHAP.LXIII. 

Ckil Wars, and Ritin of the Greeh Empire, --- 
lReig7is of Andronkus, the Elder and Yomiger^ 
and John Ealceologus. Rege^icy, Revolt, 
Reign, and Abdication of John Cantacuzene. 
— Efahlifhment of a Genoefe Colony at Pera 
or Galata, — Their Wm^s mtk the Empire 
andCityofConfantmople, 

CHAP. long reign of Andronicus’' the elder 

is chiefly memorable by the difputes of 
Superfti- the Greek .church, the invaflon of the Catalans, 
tekut”* Ottoman power. He is cele- 

and the brated as the moft learned and virtuous prince 
Td virtue, and fuch learning, 

laSs— . contributed neither to the perfection of the indi- 
mo. vidual, nor to the happinels of fociety. A flave 
of the moft abject fuperftition, he was fiirroitnded 
on all tides by vifible and invifible enemies; nor 
were the flames of hell iefs dreadful to his fancy, 
than thofe of a Catalan or Turkifti war. Under 
the reign of the Palmologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the moft important bufmefs of the 
ftate; the heads of the Greek church were am- 
bitious and fanatic monks ; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

’ Andronicus hlmfelf will juflify our freeedom in the inve^live 
(Nicephonis Gregoras, L i. c. i.) which he pronounced againft hiftoric 
falfehood. It is true that his cenfure is more pointedly urged againft 
calumny than againft adulation, 

mifchievoiis 
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mifcbievoiis or contemptible. By his intemper c H A P. 
rate difcipline, the patriarch Atlianafi us ^ excited .> 

the hatred of the clergy and people; he was 
heard to declare, that the finner fliould fwallow 
the laft dregs of the cup of penance ; and the 
foolifli tale was propagated of his pimiflimg a 
facrilegioiis afs that had tailed the lettuce of a 
convent garden . Driven from the throne by the 
iiniverfal clamour, Athanafius compofed, before 
his retreat, two papers of a very oppofite caft. 

His public teftament was in the tone of charity 
and refignation, the private codicil breathed the 
direll anathemas againfl the authors of his dif- 
grace, whom he excluded for ever from the com- 
munion of the holy trinity, the angels, and the 
faints. This lall paper he enclofed in an earthen 
pot, which was placed by his order on the top 
of one of the pillars ill the dome of St.Sophia, 
in the dillant hope of difcovery and revenge. 

At the end of four years, fome youths, climbing 
by a ladder in fearch of pigeons nefts, detedled • 
the fatal fecret ; and, as Andronicus felt himfelf 
touched and bound by the excommunication, he 
trembled on the brink of the abyfs which had 
been fo treacheroufly dug under his feet. A 
fyiiod of bilhops was inftantly convened to de- 
bate this important queftion, the raflinefs of 

’ For the anathema in the pigeon’s neft, fee Pacliymc-r (I. ix. c. 24.}, 

who relates the general hlftory of Athariafius (I. viii. c. 13^—1 6. 20. 24. 

1. X. c. ay— -29. 31 — 36. I.xi. c. 1— 3. 5, 6. 1 , xiii. c. i 10.23. 3j.), 

and is followed by Nicephorus .Gregoras (I. vi. c. 5. 7. 1 . vii. c. i. 9.], 

who includes the fecond retreat of this fecond Chryfoilom. 
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p. thefe claHct^ftine anathemas was geiierallj con- 
demned ; but as the knot cor.id be untied only 
by the fame liand, as that hand was now de- 
prived of the crofier, it appeared that this 
bumous decree was irrevocable by any earthly 
power. Some faint teftimonies of repentance 
and pardon were extorted from the author of 
the mifehief ; but the confeience of the Empe- 
ror was ftill wounded, and he dehred, with no 
iefs ardour than Athanaiins himfelf, the reft or- 
ation of a patriarch, by whom alone be could be 
healed. At the dead of night, a monk rudely 
knocked' at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague apd famine, 
of inundations and earthquakes. Andronicus 
iatted from bis bed, and fpent the night in 
prayer, till he felt, or thought that he felt, a 
flight motion of the earth. The Emperor on 
foot led the bifliops and monks to the cell of 
Athanafius, and after a proper refiftance, the 
faint from whom this meffage had been fent, 
confented to abfolve the prince, and govern the 
ehurcliofCouftantinople. Untamed by di%race, 
and hardened by folitude, the ftiepherd was 
again odious to the flock, and his enemies con- 
trived a Angular, and, as it proved, a fuccefs- 
fill mode of revenge. In the night they dole a\yay 
the foot-ftool or foot-cloth of his throne, w^hich 
they fecretly replaced with the decoration of a 
fatirical pi^ure. The Emperor was painted with 
a bridle in his mouth, and Athanafius leading 
the tra6table beaft to the feet of Chrift. The au- 
thors of the libel were detected and punifhed j 

but 
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but as their lives had been fpared, the Chriftiaii chap.- 
prieft in follen indignation retired to his cell ; 
and the eyes of Andronicus, which liad been 
opened for a raoMent, wtre again clofed by his 
llieceffor. 

If this tranfa6tion be one of the moil curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years, I cannot 
at lead aceufo the brevity of tny materials, fince 
I reduce into fbme few pages the eBormous folios 
of Pachymer \ Cantacuzene % and Nicephorus 
Gregoras who have compofed the prolix and 
languid dory of the times. The name and fitua- 
tion of the Emperor John Cantacuzene might 
infpire the moil lively cmiofity. His memoriais 
of forty years extend from the revolt of the 
younger Andronicus to his own abdication of the 
empire j and it is obferved, that, like Mofes and 
Csefar, he was the prineiple a^or in the fceiies 
which he deferibes. Bui in this eloquent work 
we ihould vainly feek the fineerity of an hero or 
a penitent. Retired in a cloifter from the vices 
and paiions of the world, he prefents not a coi^ 

3 Pachymer in feven books, 3 7 7 folio pages, deferibes the ifirft twenty- 
fix years of Andronicus the Elder 5 and marks the date of his compo- 
fition by the current news or lie of the day (A. D. 1308). Either 
death or difguft prevented him from refuming the pen. 

After an Interval of twelve years, from the conclufion of Pachymer, 

Cantacuzenus takes up the pen ; and' his firft book (c. i — ^59. p.9 — 

150.) relates the civil war, and the eight laft years of the elder An- 
dronicus. The ingenious comparifon with Mofes and Caefar, is fan- 
cled by his French Tranflator, the prefident Coufin. ^ 

5 Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire life and reign 
of Andronicus the Elder (I. vi. c. i. p. 96 — Z91.). This is the part of 
which Cantacuzene compkina aa a falfe and malicious reprefentation of 
Mg conduil. 
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c H A P. feflion, but an apology, of the life of an ambb 
. ■ tious ftatefman. Inftead of unfolding the true 

coimfels and charadlers of men, he difplajs the 
fmooth and fpecious furface of events, highly 
varniflied with his own praifes and thofe of his 
friends. Their motives are always pure ; their 
ends always legitimate ; they confpire and rebel 
without any views of intereil ; and the violence 
which they inflict or fufter is celebrated as the 
fpontaneous effe6t of reafon and virtue. 

Firftdif- After the example of the lirfl of the Palmo- 
puteshe- | • Androoicus affociated his foil 

tween the . * 

elder and Michael to the bonours of the purple, and from 
Androni the age of eighteen to his premature death, that 
CU 3 , prince was acknowledged, above twenty-five 
A.D. years, as the fecond Emperor of the Greeks'’. 
At the head of an army he excited neither the 
fears of the enemy, nor the jealouly of the’ 
court: his modefiy aikl patience Were never 
tempted to compute the years of his father ; 
nor was that father compelled to repent of 
his liberality either by the virtues or vices 
of his fon. The fon of Michael was named 
Androniciis from his grandfather, to whofe 
early favour he was introduced by that nominal 
refemblance. The hlofibms of wit and beauty 
increafed the fondnefs of the elder Andro- 

He was crowned May ai, 1295, and died Odlober latli, 1330. 
(Ducange^ Fam.Byz. p. 2390- His brother Theodore, by a fccond 
marriage, inherited the marquifate of Montferrat, apoftatized to the 
religion and manners of the Latins (ort xat yvi.<ixn hki wt-u xott oxr.ij.aTt, 
xxi y-vcii-'f Koii, TTiZc-jy S-=cni Autivo; jiv aKfoiip-,i;. Nit. Greg. 1. ix. 
c. I.), and founded a dynafty of Italian princes, which was extinguillied 
A.D. 1533 (Ducange, Fani. Byz, p.249— 253.}. 


nicus ; 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


3^3 

nicus ; aad, with the common vanity of the age, he c 
expedted to realize in the fecond, the hope which ; 
had been difappointed in the firft, generation. 

The boy was educated in the palace as an heir 
and a favourite ; and in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people, the augi^ triad was formed 
by the names of the father, the fon, and the 
grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
fpeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double ob- 
llacle that hung, and might long hang, over his 
riling ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or 
to diffufe happinefs, that he fo eagerly afpired ; 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the molt 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his firli 
indifcreet demand was the fovereignty of fome 
rich and fertile illand, where he might lead a life 
of independence and pleafure. The Emperor was 
offended by the loud and frequent intemperance 
which didurbed his capital ; the fums which his 
parlimony denied were fupplied by the Geonefe 
ufiirers of Pera ; and the oppreffive debt, which 
confolidated the interell of a fadtion, could be 
difcharged only by a revolution, A beautiful 
female, a matron in rank, a proftitiite in man- 
nei's, had inftrueled the younger Andronicus in 
the rudiments of love: but he had reafon to fuf* 
peef the nodturnal vifits of a rival j and a 
ftranger pairing through the ftreet was pierced, 
by the arrows of his guards, who were placed in 
ainbulli at her door. That ftranger was bis bro- 
ther, Prince Manuel, who languillied an d died of 
bis wound ; and the Emperor Michael, their com^ 

niQU 



3^4 


TBE BECLINE AND EALL 


c H A P. mon father, whofe health was in a declining ftate, 

. expired on the eighth day, lamenting the iofs of 

both his children However guiltlefs in his in- 
tention, the youiiger Androiiicus might impute 
abrc^her’sandaikher^s death to the coiifeqiience 
of his own vices ; atjd deep was the figh of think- 
ing and feeling men, when they perceived, in- 
Head of farrow and repentance, his ill-diflfembled 
joy on the removal of two odious competitors. 
By fhefe melancholy events, and the increafe of 
hi difoTders, the mind of the elder Emperor was 
grad^naily alienated ^ and, after many friiitiefs re- 
proofsy he transferred on another graiidlon ® his 
hopes and affedkion. The change was announced 
by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning fo- 
vereign, and th&perjbn whom he ihould appoint 
for Ids foeceflbr : and the acknowledged heir,, after 
a repetition of infults and complaints, was expofed 
to the indignity of a public trial. Before the fen* 
fence which would probably have condemned 
him to a dungeon or a cell, the Emperor was 
informed that the palace couits were filled with 
the armed followers of his grandfon ; the jmlg- 
ment was foftened to a treaty of reconciliation j 
and the triumphant efcape of the prince encou- 
i^ed the ardour of the younger fa6lion. 


^ We are indebted to Nicepbortis Gregoras (I. viii. c. r.) for the 
knowledge of this tragic adventure : while Cantacuzene more difcreetfy 
conceals the vices of Andronicus the Younger, of which he was the 
witnefs, and perhaps the aflbciate (1. i. c- 1, &c.). 

** His deftined heir was Michael Catharns, the baftard of Conftan* 
tine his fecond fop. In this projedl of excluding his grandfon An- 
dronicus, Nicephorus Gregorys (I. viii. c. 3.) agrees with Cantacuzene 
(L i. c. I, a.). 
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Yet the capital, the clergy, and the fenate ad- 
hered to the perfon, or at leaft to the government, 
of the old Emperor ; and it was only in the pro- 
vinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuccour, 
that the malecon tents could hope to vindicate 
their caiife and fubvert his throne. The foul of 
the enterprife was the great domeftic John Can- 
tacuzene : the fally from Conftantinople is the 
firft date of his anions and memorials j and if 
his own pen be moft defcriptive of his patriotifm, 
an unfriendly hiftorian has not refufed to cele-. 
brate the zeal and ability which he difplayed in 
the fervice of the young Emperor, That prince 
efcaped from the capital under the pretence of 
hunting j eredled his flandard at Adrianople ; 
and, in a few days, afTembied fifty tliotiJand 
horfe and foot, whom neither honour nor duty 
could have armed againfi: the Barbarians. Such 
a force might have laved or commanded the em- 
pire ; but their counfels were difcordant, their 
motions were flow and doubtful, and their pro- 
grefs was checked by intrigue and negociation. 
The quarrel of the two Aiidronici was protracted, 
and fufpended, and renewed, during a ruinous 
period of leven years. In the fiirlt treaty, the 
relics of the Greek empire were divided ; Con- 
ftantinople, Thefialonica, and the iflands, were 
left to the elder, while the younger acquired the 
fovereignty of the grcatefl part of Thrace, from 
Fhiliippi to the Byzantine limits. By the fecond 
treaty, he ftipulated the payment of his troops, 
iiis immediate coronation, and an adequate fliare 
of the power and revenue of the ftate. The 

third 
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c H A P. third civil war was terminated by the furprife of 
LXiiL Coiiflantinople, the final retreat of the old Em- 
perors and the foie reign of his victorious grand- 
ibn. The reafons of this delay may be found in 
the characters of the men and of the times. 
When the heir of the monarchy firft pleaded his 
wrongs and his apprebenfions, he was heard with 
pity and applaufe : and his adherents repeated 
on all fides the incorififtent promife, that he 
would increafe the pay of the foldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances of 
forty years were mingled in his revolt ; and the 
rifing generation was fatigued by the endlefs pro.- 
fpe(!it of a reign, whofe favourites and maxims 
were of other times. The youth of Andronicus 
had been without fpirit, his age was witliout re- 
verence : his taxes produced an annual revenue 
of five hundred thoufand pounds ; yet the richeft 
of the fovereigns of Chriftendom was incapable 
of maintaining three thoufand horfe and twenty 
galiies, to refill the dellriiClive progrefs of the 
Turks “ How different,’ V laid the younger 
Andronicus, is my fituation from that of the 
« fon of Philip I Alexander might complain, 
“ that his father would leave him nothing to 
“ conquer: alasl my grandfire will leave me 
“ nothing to lofe.” But the Greeks were foon 
adinonilhed, that the public diforders could not 

® See Niceplioms Gregoras, I. viii. c. 6. The younger Androni- 
cus complained, that in four years and four months a fum of 350,000 
byzants of gold was due to him for the expenfes of his houfe- 
hoid (Cantacuzen, I. i. c. 48.). Yet he would have remitted tlie 
debt, if he might have been allowed to fqueeze the farmers of the 
revenue. 


4 
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be healed by a civil war ; and that their young 
favourite was not deftined to be the faviour of a 
falling empire. On the firft repulfe, his party was 
broken by his own levityj their inteftine difcord, 
and the intrigues of the ancient court, which 
tempted each malecontentto defert or betray the 
caufe of rebellion. Androiiicus the Younger was 
touched with remorfe, or fatigued with bufinefs, 
or deceived by negociation: pleafiire rather than 
power was his aim ; and the licence of maintain- 
ing a thoufand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and 
a thoufand huntfmen, was fufficient to fully his 
fame and difarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the catallrophe of this bufy 
plot, and the final fituation of the principal 
a6lors‘°. The age of Audronicus was confumed 
in civil difcord ; and, ainidfl the events of war 
and treaty, his power and reputation continually 
decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of 
the city and palace were opened wdthout refift- 
ance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger; and 
retiring to reft in the vain fecurity of ignorance, 
’ abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages, to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 
Thefe terrors were quickly realized by the hoftile 
Ihouts, which proclaimed the titles and vi6lory 
of Andronicus the Younger ; and the aged Em- 
peror, falling proftrate before an image of the 

I follow the chronology of Mcephorus Gregoras, who Is remark- 
ahly exatSl. It is proved that Cantacuzene has miftaken the dates of 
his own adllons, or rather that his text has been corrupted by ignorant 
tranfcribers. 

Virgin., 
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CHAP. Virgin, difpatched a fuppliaiit meffage to refign 
LXiii. the feeptre, and to obtain bis life at the hands of 
the conqueror. The aiifwer of his grandfoti was 
decent and pious ; at the prayer of his friends, 
the younger Andronicus affuined the foie adini- 
niftration 5 but the elder Hill enjoyed the name and 
pre-eminence of the firft Emperor, the ufe of the 
great palace, and a penlion of twenty-four thou- 
iand pieces of gold, one half of which was afligned 
on the royal treafury, and the other on the filhery 
of Conhantinople. But his impotence was, fooii 
expofed to contempt and oblivion j the vail 
iilence of the palace was diftiirbed only by the 
cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, wdiicli 
roved with impunity through the folitary courts ; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thoufind pieces 
of gold ’* was all that he could alk, and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered by the gradual extinction of fight: his con- 
dneraent .was rendered each day more rigorous ; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand- 
foil, his inhuman keepers, by the threats of • 
inftant death, compelled him to exchange the 
purple for the raonaflic habit and profeffion. 
The monk Antony had renounced the pomp of 
the world : yet he had occafion for a coarfe fur 
in the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden 
by liis confellbr, and water by his phyfician, the 
fiierbet ol* Egypt was his common drink. It was 

” I have endeavoured to reconcile the 24,000 piece.5 of Cantacuzene 
(I. li. c. I.) with theiosood of DSRcephorus Gregoras ( 1 . ix. c. 2.); the 
one of whom wnflied to foften, the other to magnify, the hard&ips of 
the old Emperor. 

■ ■ not 
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potwitliout difficulty that the late Emperor could c h a r 
procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thefe fimple . ^ 

wants ; and if he bedovved the gold to relie^^e 
the more painful diftrefs of a. friend, the facrifice 
is of fome weight in the fcale of humanity and 
religion. Four years after his abdication, An- His deatii 
droniciis or Antony expired in a ceil, in the 
ieventy-fourth year of his age: and the lad.ilrain i-eb.^13. 
of adulation could only promife a more fplendid 
crown of glory in heaven than he had enjoyed 
upon earth 

Nor was the reign of , the younger, more glori- 0^ 
n ' ® f I A T • Andromcus 

ous or lortiinate than that 01 the elder, Androm- theyounger 

cus '■% He gathered the fruits of ambition y but A. D. 
the tafte was tranhent and bitter: indhe fuprerae 
ftation he loft the remains of his early popularity, A. D. 
and the defeats of hischaraHer became ftill more 
confpicLious to the world. The public, reproach 
urged him to march in perfon againft the Turks; 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial, but 
a defeat and a wound were the only trophies 
of his expedition in Alia, which conljrmed the 
eftablilhment of the Ottoman monarchy. The 
abufes of the civil government attained their foil 
maturity and perfedtion ; his neglect of forms, 
and tlie confulipn of national drelfes, are deplored 


See Nicephorus Qregoras (I.ix. ,6, 7, ,8., 10. 14. 1 , x. c. i,). The 
hlftorian had tailed of the profperity,.ap,<i ihared the retreat of his bene- 
fatilor; and that friendfhip which . waits pr to the fcafFold or the celiy 
ihoukl not lightly be accnfed as y a hireling,- a proilitute to praife.” 

The foie reign of Anclronicus the younger is defcribed by Canta- 
cnzenc, (I.ii. c. i — 40. p. 191-— 3,39.) and Nicephorus Gregoras (1. ix. 
c. 7— -1. xi. a. ii. p. 3.6a — 361. 
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c H A E. by the Greeks as the fatal fymptoms of the 
LXiiL decay of the empire. Andronicus was old be- 
fore his time : the intemperance of youth had 
accelerated the infirmities of age; and after 
being refcued from a dangerous malady by na- 
ture, or phyfic, or the Virgin, he was fnatched 
away before he had accompliflied his forty-fifth 
His two year. He was twice married ; and as the pro» 
wives. gi-efs of the Latins in arms and arts had foftened 
the prejudices of the Byzantine court, his two 
wives were cliofen in the princely houfes of 
Germany and Italy. The firft, Agnes at home, 
Irene in Greece, was daughter of the Duke 
of Brunfwick. Her father was a petty lord 
in the poor and favage regions of the north 
of Germany"^; yet he derived forae revenue 

from 

'■» Agnes, or Irene, was the daughter of Duke Henry the Wonderful, 
the chief of the houfe of Brunfwick, and the fourth in defcent from the 
famous Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria, and conqueror 
of the Sclavi on the Baltic coaft. Her brother Henry was furnamecl the 
Greek, from his two journies into the Eaft : but thefe journies were lub‘ 
lequent to his filter’s marriage ; and I am ignorant Agnes was dif- 
covered in the heart of Geraiany, and recommended to the Byzantine 
court (Rimius, Memoirs of the houfe of Brunfwick, p. ia6 — 137.). 

Henry the Wonderful was the founder of the branch of Gruben- 
hagen, extindl in the year 1596 (Rimius, p. 287.). He refided in the 
caltle of Wolfenbuttle, and poffeffed no more than afixth part of the 
allodial eftates of Brunfwick and Luneburgh, which the Guelph family 
had faved from the confifcation of their great fiefs. The frequent par- 
titions among brothers had almoft ruined the princely houfes of Ger- 
many, till that juft, but pernicious law was llowly fuperfeded by the 
right of primogeniture. The principality of Grubenhagen, one of the 
laft remains of the Hercynian foreft, is a woody, mountainous, and 
barren trad (Bufching’s Geography, vol. vi. p. 270—- a86. Englilh 
tranllation). 

The royal author of the Memoirs of Brandeuburgh will teach 
us how juftly, in a much later period, the north of Germany delerved 
the epithets of poor and barbarous (Eflai fur les Mceuers, &c.). la 

the 
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from his filver mines ; and his family is ce- c H a. P. 
lebrated by the Greeks as the moll ancient ^ , 

and noble of the Teutonic name After the 
death of this childlefs princefs Andronicus 
fought in marriage Jane, the filler of the Count 
of Savoy and his fiiit was preferred to that 
of the French king=°. The Count refpedled 
in his filler the fuperior majefly of a Roman 
emprefs ; her retinue was compofed of knights 
and ladies ; file was regenerated and crowned 
in St. Sophia, under the more orthodox appel- 
lation of Anne j and at the nuptial feall, the 


the year 1306, in the woods of Luneburgh, fome wild people of the 
Vened race were allowed to bury alive their infirm and ufelefs parents 
(Rimius, p. isd.)* 

The aflertion of Tacitus, that Germany was deftitute of the pre- 
cious metals, mull be taken, even in his own time, with fome limitation 
(Germania, c. j. AnnaI.xi.ao). According to Spener (Hift. Ger- 
manise Pragmatica, tom. i. p. 351.), Argentifodina in Hercyniis mon- 
tibus, imperante Othone magno (A. D. 968.) primum apertse. largam 
etiam opes augendi dederunt copiam : but Rimius (p. ®59*) 

fers till the year 1016 the difcovery of the filver mines of Grubenha- 
gen, or the Upper Hartz, which were productive in the beginning of 
the xivth century, and which ftill yield a confiderable revenue to the 
houfe of Brunfwick. 

’’ Cantacuzene has given a moft honourable teftimony, uv bk 
T eppwvwv civTn Gvyxri^p S«)cof vrt (the modem Greeks employ 

the vl for the S, and the fx’n; for the B) and the whole will read in the 
Italian idiom di Brunzuic), -ra 'rap’ aurots ECT<pav?raTa Jtat Aa/A-irpo -rjrt 
TrosvTa? 'rac oij.o(pv 7 ^i vmpBo'.XKono'; th yevac. The praife is juft in itfelf, 
and pleafing to an Englifli ear. 

’’ Anne or Jane, was one of the daughters of Amedee the Great, 
by a fecond marriage, and half-fifter of his fucceflbr Edward Count of 
Savoy (Anderfon’s Tables, p. 650.). See Cantacuzene ( 1 . i. c. 40 — 4a.). 

“ That king, if the faCt be true, muft have been Charles the Pair, 
who infive years (13x1 — I3a6)was married to three wives (Anderfon, 
p. 6a8. ). Anne of Savoy arrived at Conftantinople in February laad. 

Greeks 


B B 2 
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Greeks and Italians vied with each other in the 
martial exercifes of tilts and tournaments. 

The Eraprefs Anne of Savoy furvived her huf- 
band j their fon, John Palmologns, was left an 
orphan and an emperor, in the ninth year of his 
age ; and his weaknefs was protected by the drft 
and moil deferving of the Greeks. Jlie long and 
cordial friendftiip of his hither for John Cantacii- 
zene is alike honourable to. the prince and the 
fubjedt. It had been formed amidft the pleafures 
of their youth ; their families were almoft equally 
noble *. and the recent luftre of the purple was 
amply compenfated by the energy of a private 
education. We have feen that the young emperor 
was hived by Gantacuzene from the power of his 
grandfather 5 and, after fix years of civil war, 
the fame favourite brought him back in triumph 
to the palace of Gonfiaiitinople. Under the reign 
of Andronicus the younger, the great domeftic 
ruled the Emperor and the empire: and it was by 
his valour and condudt that the Me of Lelhos and 
the principality of ^Etolia ivere reftored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confefs, that, 
among the public robbers, Cahtacuzene alone 
was moderate and abllemioiis j and the free and 
voluntary account which he produces of his own 
wealth mayfuftain the prcfumption that it was 
devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by 


The noble race of the CantacuzenI (lllullrious from the xifh cen- 
tury in the Byzantine annals) was drawm from tiie Paladins of France, 
the heroes of thofe romances which, in the xlilth century, were tranf- 
luted and read by the -Greeks (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 358.)* 

See Cantacu^ene (I. iii. c. 34. 30. 36.}. 
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rapine. He does not indeed fpecify the value of C H A P. 
Iiis money, plate, and jewels: yet, after a vo- j 

luntary gift of two hundred vafes of filver, after 
much bad been fecreted by his friends and plun- 
dered by his foes, his forfeit treafures were fuf- 
f cient for the equipment of a fleet of feventy gal- 
lies. He does not meafure the fize and num- 
ber of his ettates j but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible flore of wheat and barley j 
and the labour of a thoufand yoke of oxen might 
cultivate, according to the pradtice of antiquity, 
about fixty-two thoufand five hundred acres of 
arable land'-’^ His paftiires were flocked with 
two thoufand five hundred brood mares, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mules, five hun- 
dred affes, five thouiand horned cattle, fifty thou- 
fand hogs, and feventy thoufand flieep’-^ 5 a pre- 
cious record of rural opulence in the lafl period 
of the empire, and in a land, moft probably in 
Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted by foreign and do- 
meftic hoftility. The favour of Cantacuzene was 
above Ins fortune. In the moments of famili- 
arity, in the hour of fickiiels, the Emperor was 


Saferna, in Gaul, and Columella, in Italy or Spain, allow two 
yoke of oxen, two drivers and fix labourers, for two hundred jugera 
(laj Englilh acres) of arable land, and three more men muft be added 
if there be much underwood (Columella de Re Ruliica, I.ii, c. 3:3. 
p. 441. edit. Gefner). 

In this enumeration (Liii. c. 30.^ the French tranflation of the 
Prefident Coulin is blotted with three palpable and effential errors. 
I. He omits the 1000 yoke of working oxen. a. He interprets the 
TEnaKocicii Trpo; by the number of fifteen hundred. 3. He 

confounds myi'iads with chiliads, and gives Cantacuzene no more than 
5000 hogs. Put not your traft in trauflations ! 
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defiroiis to level the dillance between them, and 
prelfed his friend to accept the diadem and pur- 
ple. The virtue of the great domeftic, which is 
attefted by his own pen, refilled the dangerous 
propofal ; but the lalt teflament of Androniciis 
the younger named him the guardian of his fon, 
and the regent of the empire. 

Had the regent found a fuitable return of 
obedience and gratitude, perhaps he would have 
adled with pure and zealous fidelity in the fer» 
vice of his pupil A guard of five' hundred 
foldiers watched over his perfon and the palace : 
the funeral of the late Emperor was decently 
performed; the capital was filent and fubraiffive ; 
and five hundred letters, which Cantacuzene dif- 
patched in the firfl month, informed the provinces 
of their lofs and their duty. The profpedl of a 
tranquil minority was blafled by the great duke 
or admiral Apocauciis ; and to exaggerate his 
perfidy, the Imperial hifiorian is pleafed to mag- 
nify his own imprudence, in railing him to that 
office againfl. the advice of his more fagacious 
fovereign. Bold and fubtle, rapacious and pro- 
fule, the avarice and ambition of Apocauciis 
were by turns lubfervient to each other; and 
his talents were applied to the ruin of his coun- 
try. His arrogance was heightened by the com- 
mand of a naval force and an impregnable caftle, 
and under . the mafk of oaths and flattery he 

See tbe regency juid reign of John Cantacuzemis, and the whole 
progrefs of the civil war, in his own hiftory (1. iii. c. i— 100. p. 348“-- 
700.}, and in that of Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 , xii. c. i. — 1 , xv. c. 9. 
F* 


fecretly 
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fecretly confpired againfl his benefa6loi% The chap., 
female court of the Emprefs was bribed and di- , , 

redted ; he encouraged Anne of Savoy to alTert, bytheEm- 
by the law of nature, the tutelage of her fon ; 
the love of power was difgiiiled by the anxiety of 
maternal tendernefs ; and the founder of the Pa- 
Imologi had inftrudled liLs pofterity to dread the 
example of a perfidious guardian. The patriarch bythepa- 
John of Apri was a proud and feeble old man, * 
encompaffed by a numerous and hungry kin- 
dred. He produced an obfolete e2)id]e of An- 
dronicus, which bequeathed the prince and 
people to his pious care : the fate of his prede- 
ceflbr Arfenius prompted him to prevent, rather 
than pimifh, the crimes of an ufurper 5 and Apo- 
caucus fmiled at the fuccefs of his own flattery, 
when he beheld the Byzantine prieft alTuming 
the flate and temporal claims of the Roman pon- 
tiff Between three perfons fo different in 
their fituation and charadter, a private league 
was concluded ; a lhadow of authority was re- 
ftored to the fenate ; and the people was tempted 
by the name of freedom. By this powerful con- 
federacy, the great domeftic was aflaulted at ffrft 
with clandeftine, at length with open, arms. 

His prerogatives were dilputed j his opinion 
flighted ; his friends perfecuted ; and his fafety 
was threatened both in the camp and city. In 
his abfence on the public fervice, he was 

He aflumed the royal privilege of red Ihoes or bufkins j placed on 
his head a mi]tre of filk and gold : fubfcribed his epiftles with hyacinth 
or green ink, and claimed for the new, whatever Conftantine had 
given to the ancient, Rome (Cantacuzen. l.iii, c. 36. NIc. Gregoras, 

I. xiv. c. 3.). 
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acciifed of treafon j profcribed as an enem}’ of tli^ 
cli'urch a;nd ft ate j and delivered, with ail his ad- 
herents, to the fword of juftice, the vengeance of 
the people, and the. power of the devil : his for- 
tunes were condfcated j his aged mother was 
call into prifon j ail his pall fervices were buried 
in oblivion 5 and he was driven by injuftice to 
perpetrate the crime of which he was accufed 
From the review of his preceding condii6l, Can- 
tacuzene appears to have been guiitlefs of any 
treafonable defigns; and the only fidpicion of 
his innocence mull arife from the vehemence of 
his protellations^ and the fubiime purity which 
he afcribes to his owii virtue. While the Em- 
prefs and the patriarch flill affeSled the appear^ 
ances of harmony, he repeatedly folicited the 
permiffion of tetiring to a private, and even a 
monadic life. After he had been declared a 
public enemy, it was his fervent with to throw 
liiinfelf at the feet of the young Emperor, and 
to receive without a murmur the flroke of the 
executioner ; it was not without relu6lance that 
he liftened to the voice of reafon, which incul- 
cated the facred duty of faving his family and 
friends, and proved that he could only fave them 
by drawing the fword and affuming the Imperial 
title. 


Cantacii- In the lirong city df Bemotica, liis peculiar 
zene af- domain, the Emperor John Cantacozenus was 

fumes the 


purplei 

Nic. GregoraSj (l.xii. c. 5.) confeffes the innocehce and virtues of 
Cantaeuzenus, the guilt and flagitious vices of Apocaucus ; nor does he 
diflfemble the motive of his perfonal and religious enmity to the former , 
mv as ^i» KCiKtKi/ ahTui/v, anio; 0 ffpciorarof 7555 rav oXuv smai 


II 
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inveftecl with the purple bulkins : his right leg c h a ?t- 
\?as clothed by his noble kinfmeii, the left by the 
Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order of a.d. 
knighthood. But even in tills adt of revolt, he 
was ftill ftudious of loyalty ; and the titles of Joh ii 
Palasoiogiis and Anne of Savoy were proclaimed 
before his own name and that of his wife Irene. 

Such vain ceremony is a thin difguife of rebeL 
lion, nor are there pei’haps any ferfonal wrongs 
that can authorize a fubjedl to take arms againft 
his fovereign : but the want of preparation and 
fuccefs may confirm the affiirance of the ufiirper, 
that this decifive ftep was the effedl of neceffity 
rather than of choice. Conllantinople adhered to 
the young Emperor : the King of Bulgaria was 
invited to the relief of Adrianople : the principal 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, after Ibme hefi- 
tation, renounced their obedieiiGe to the great 
domeftic j and the leaders of the troops and the 
provinces were induced, by their private intereft, 
to prefer the loofe dominion of a woman and a 
priell. The army of Cantaciizene, in hxteeii 
divifions, was Rationed on the banks of the 
Melas to tempt or intimidate the capital: it was 
difperfed by treachery or fear ; ■ mid the officerSj 
more efpecially the mercenary Latins, accepted 
the bribes, and embraced the fervice, of the By- 
zantine court. After this lofs, the rebel Emperor 
(he fluctuated between the two characters) took 
the road of Theffalonica With a chofen rem n ant % 
but he failed in his enterprize on that important 
place j and he was clofely puffued by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaiiciis, at the head of a 

fuperior 
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chap, fuperior power by fea and land. Driven from 
LXin, the coaft, in his march, or rather flight, into 
the mountains of Servia, Cantacuzene affembled 
his troops to fcrutinize thofe who were worthy 
and willing to accompany his broken fortunes. 
A bafe majority bowed and retired; and his 
triifly band was diminiflied to two thoufand, 
and at laft to five hundred, volunteers. The 
Oy// % or defpot of the Servians, received him 
with generous hofpitaiity ; but the ally was in- 
feniibly degraded to a fuppliant, an hoftage, 
a captive; and, in this miferable dependence, 
he waited at the door of the Barbarian, who 
could diipofe of the life and liberty of a Ro- 
man emperor. The moll tempting offers could 
not perfuade the cral to violate his trull ; but 
he foon inclined to the llronger fide ; and his 
friend was difmilTed without injury to a new 
The civil perils. Near fix years 

war. the flame of difcord burnt with various luccefs 
and unabated rage: the cities were difiradled 
3347. fadlion of the nobles and the plebeians : 

the Cantacuzeni and Paiaeologi; and the Bub 
garians, the Servians, and the Turks, were 
invoked on both fides as the inflruments of 
private ambition and the common ruin. The 

The princes of Servia (Ducange, Famil. Dalmatic®, 5cc. c. a, ,3, 
4. 9.) were ftyled Defpots in Greet, and Cral, in their native idiom 
(Ducange, GlolT. Gr®c- p. 751.). That title, the equivalent of 
king, , appears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it has been boi" 
rowed by the Hungarians, the modern Greeks, and even by the Turks 
(Leunclavius, Pandecft. Turc. p. 432. who referve the name of 
Padifluh for the Emperor. To obtain the latter inftead of the for- 
mer Is the ambition of the French at Conftantinople (Avertiflcment 
k I’Hiftoire de Timur Bee, p. 39.). 
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regent deplored the calamities, of which he was 
the author and victim : and his own experience 
might didlate a juft and lively remark on the 
different nature of foreign and civil war. “ The 

former,” faid he, “ is the external warmth of 

fiimmer, always tolerable, and often benefi- 
“ cial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 
“ which confumes without a remedy the vitals 
“ of the conftitution 

The introduction of barbarians and favages 
into the contefts of civilized nations, is a mea- 
fiire pregnant with fliame and inifchiefj which 
the intereft of the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the beft principles of 
humanity and reafon. It is the practice of both 
tides to accufe their enemies of the guilt of 
the firft alliances; and thofe who fail in their 
negotiations are loudeft in their cenfure of 
the example which they envy, and would gladly 
imitate. The Turks of Alia were lefs barba- 
rous perhaps than the fliepherds of Bulgaria 
and Servia; but their religion rendered them 
the implacable foes of Rome and Chriftianity, 
To acquire the friendlhip of their emirs, the 
two factions vied with each other in bafeoefs 
and profulion : the dexterity of Cantacuzene 
obtained the preference ; but the fuccour and 
victory were dearly purchafed by the marriage 
of his daughter with an infidel, the captivity of 
many thoufand Chriftians, and the paffage of 

■® Nic. Gregoras, I. xii. c. 14. It is furprifing that CantacuzeDe ha® 
not inferted this juft and lively image in his owm writings. 
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CHAP, the Ottomans ' into Europe, the laft and fatal 

. ffroke in the fall of the Roman empire. The 

inclining fcale was decided in his favour bj the 
death of Apocaucus, the juft, though fingiilar, 
retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had been 
ieized by his orders in the capital and the pro- 
vinces j and the old palace of Conftan tine was 
affigned for the place of their conhnement. Some 
alterations in raifing the walls, and narrowing 
the cells, had been ingenioufly contrived to pre- 
vent tbeir. efcape, and aggravate their miferyj 
and the work was inceilantly preffcd by the daily 
vifits of the tyrant. His guards watched at the 
gate, and as he Hood in the inner court to over- 
look the archite6ls, without fear or fufpicion, he 
%vas affaiilted and laid breathlefs on the ground, 
by tworefoiute prifonersoftliePalmologian race’% 
who were armed with flicks, and animated by 
defpair. On the rumour of revenge and liberty, 
the captive multitude broke their fetters, fortified 
their prifon, and expofed from the battlements 
the tyranPs head, prefiiming on the favour of 
the people and the clemency of the Emprefs. 
Anne of Savoy might rejoice in the fall of an 
haughty and ambitious miiiifter, but while file 
delayed to refolve or to adl, the populace, more 
efpeciailyjthe mariners, were excited by the widovr 
of the great duke to a fedition, an affault and 
a mafikcre. The prifoners (of whom the far 

The two avengers were both Palaeologi, who might refent, with 
royal indignationj the lhame of their chains. The tragedy of Apocau- 
cus may deferve a peculiar reference to Cantacuzene (I. iii, c. 86.) and 
NIc. Gregoras (1. siv. c. 10 .).^ 
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greater part were guiltlefs or inglorious of the chap. 
deed) efcapiog to a neighbouring church> they . i 
were ilaughtered. at the foot of the altar ■; and in 
his death the moBstter was not lefs blooxly and 
venomous than in his life. Yet his talents alone 
upheld the caufe of the young Emperor j .and his 
fiirviving affociates, fufpicious of each other, 
abandoned the conduct of the war, and rejedted 
the fkireft terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the difpote, the Emprefs felt and com- ’ 
plained, that flie was deceived by the enemies of 
Cantacuzene : the patriarch was employed to 
preach againft the forgivenefs of injuries ; and 
her promife of immortal hatred was fealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of excommunication 
But Anne foon learned to hate without a teacher: 
file beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a flranger ; her jealoufy was ex- 
afperated by the competition of a rival emprefs : 
and on the lirfc fymptoms of a more yielding 
temper, llie threatened the patriarch to convene 
a lynod, and degrade him from his office. Their 
incapacity and difeord \vonld have afforded the 
moll decifive advantage ; but the civil war was 
protiaaSled by the weaknels of both parties ; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped 
the reproach of timidity and indolence. He fuc- 
ceffively recovered the provinces and cities ; and 
the realm of his pupil was meafurea by the walls 

Cantacuzene accufes the patriarch, ancj fpares the Emprefs, the 
mother of his fovereiga p.iii. 33»'340> againft whom Nic. Gregoras 
exprelfes a particular animofity (Lxiv. io, ii, xv. 5.). It is true, 
that they do not fpeak exactly of the fasae time. 

of 
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CHAP, of Conftantinople ; but the metropolis alone 
counterbaianced the reft of the empire : nor 
could he attempt that important conqueft till 
he had fecured in his favour the public voice 
and a private correfpondence. An Italian, of 
the name of Facciolati " , had fucceeded to the 

SnriLpie", office of great duke : the Ihips, the guards, and 
the golden gate, were fubjedl to his command ; 

januaiy 8. his humble ambition was bribed to become 
the inftriiment of treachery j and the revolution 
was accomplifhed without danger or bloodflied. 
Deftitute of the powers of rcliftance, or the hope 
of relief, the inflexible Anne would have ftill 
defended the palace, and have fmiled to behold 
the capital in flames rather than in the pofteftion 
of a rival. She yielded to the prayers of her 
friends and enemies ; and the treaty was dictated 
by the conqueror, who profefted a loyal and 
zealous attachment to the fon of his benefadlor. 
The marriage of his daughter with John Palmo- 
logus was at length confum mated : the here- 
ditary right of the pupil was acknowledged ; 
but the foie adminiftration during ten years was 
veiled in the guardian. Twm emperors and 
three emprefles were feated on the Byzantine 
throne *, and a general amnefty quieted the ap- 
prehenfions, and eonfinned the property, of the 
mod guilty fubje6ls. The feftival of the coro- 
nation and nuptials was celebrated with the ap- 
pearances of concord and magnificence, and 

The traitor and treafon are revealed by Nic. Gregoras (Lxv. c. 8.)£ 
but the name is more difcreetly fupprefled by his great accomplice 
(Cantacuzen. I.iii. C.99.). 
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both were equally fallacious. During the late c H A P. 
troubles, the treafures of the ftate, and even the . _ ^ ‘ . 
furniture of the palace, had been alienated or 
embezzled: the royal banquet was ferved in 
pewter or earthenware ; and fuch was the 
proud poverty of the times that the abfence of 
gold and jewels was fupplied by the paltry arti- 
fices of glafs and gilt-leather 

I haften to conclude the perfonal hiftory of 
JohnCantaciizene^'^. Hetriiimphed and reignedj tacuzene, 
but his reign and triumph were clouded by the ^ 
difcontent of his own and the adverfe fa^ion. 

His followers might ftyle the general amnefly, 
an a6l of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion jaiSary. 
for his friends : in his caufe their eflates had 
been forfeited or plundered j and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the flreets, they curfed 
the felfifti generofity of a leader, who, on the 
throne of the empire, might relinquifli without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the Emprefs blulhed to hold their lives and for* 
tunes by the precarious favour of an ufurper ; 

Nic. Greg. 1 . XV. II. There were however fome true pear-Is, 
but very thinly fprinkled. The reft of the Hones had only TravTo^at.rvii' 

TTpoj 70 Sitxvyes. 

'■* From his return to Conftantinople, Cantacuzene continues his 
hiftory and that of the empire, one year beyond the abdication of his 
fon Matthew, A. D, 135 7 (I. iv. c. i — ^jo. p. 705 — 911.}. Nicephoru^ 

Gregoras ends with the fynod of Conftantinople, in the year 1351 
(l. xxii. C.3. p. 660. the reft, to the conclufion of the xxivth book, 
p. 717. Is all controverfy); and his fourteen laft books are ftill MSS. in 
the King of Fratice’s library. 

The Emperor (Cantacuzen. I.iv. c. i.) reprefents his own virtues 
and Nic. Gregoras ( 1 . xv- c. ii.) the complaints of his friends, who 
fuffered by its efiefts. I have lent them the words of our poor cavaliers 
after the reftoration, 
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CHAP, and the thirft of revenge was concealed by a 

. tender concern for the fucceflion, and even the 

fafety of her fon. They were juftiy alarmed by 
a petition of the friends of Cantacuzenes that 
they might be releafed from their oath of alle- 
giance to the Palseologi ; and intridled with the 
defence of foine cautionary towns ; a meafiire 
fupported with argument and eloquence ; and 
which was reje6led (fays the Imperial hiflorian) 
by my fublime, and aimoft incredible, virtue.” 
His repofe was difturbed by the ibimd of plots 
and feditiqns ; and he trembled left the lawful 
prince iliould be ftolen aw’ay by fome foreign or 
domeftic enemy, who would infcribe his name 
.and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As 
the ion of Andronicus advanced in the years of 
iTianhoodj he began to feel and to adt for him- 
himfelf : and his riftng ambition was rather ftimin 
lated than checked by the imitation of his father’s 
vices. If we may truft his own profefiions, Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honeft induftry to corredl 
thefe fordid and fenfual appetites, and to raife 
the mind of the young prince to a level wdth his 
fortune. In the Servian expedition the two em- 
perors fliowed tliemfelves in cordial harmony to 
the troops and, provinces ; and the younger col- 
league was initiated by the elder in the myfteries 
of war and government. After the conclulion of 
the peace, PaJwologus was left at Tlieftalonica, 
a royal refidence, and frontier ftatioii, to fecure 
by his abfence the peace of Conftaiitinople, and 
to withdraw his youth from the temptations of 
a luxurious capital. But the diftance w’eakened 

the 
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the powers of control, and the fon of Androniciis c H A P. 
was furroiinded with artful or unthinking conapa- , . 

nions, who taught him to hate his guardian, to 
deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. A 
private treaty with the cral or defpot of Servia, 
was foon followed by an open revolt ; and Cjinta- 
cuzene, on the throne of the elder Andronicus, 
defended the caufe of age and prerogative, which 
in his youth he had fo vigoroufly attacked. At 
his requeft, the Eraprefs-m other undertook the 
voyage of Theflalonica, and the office of media- 
tion : file returned without fuccefs 5 and iinlefs 
Anne of Savoy was inftrudted by adverfity, we 
may doubt the fincerity, or at lead the fervour^ 
ofherzeal. While theRegentgrafped the fceptre 
with a firm and vigorous hand, flie had been in- 
ftrudted to declare, that the ten years of his legal 
adminiftration would foon elapfe 5 and tJiat after 
a full trial of the vanity of the world, the Enipe- 
rorCantacuzenefighedforthe repofe of a cloyfterj 
and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown,. 

Had thefe fentiments been genuine, his voluntary 
abdication would have reftored the peace of the 
empire, and his confcience would have been re- 
lieved by an a6l of juftice. Palaeologus alone was John Pa- 
relponlible for his future government j andwbat^ take?u* 
ever might be his vices, they were furely lefs for- arms 
midable than the calamities of a civil war, in 0 
which the Barbarians and infidels were again iq- 13^3, 
vited to affifl the Greeks in their mutual deftruc- 
tion. By the arras of the Turks, who now 
flruck a deep and everlallmg root in Europe, 
Gantacuzene prevailed in the third conteft in 
. VOL. XI. c c which 
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c H A p. which he had been involved; and the young Em- 
peror, driven from the fea and land, was com- 
pelled to take Ihelter among the Latins of the Me 
ofTenedos. His infolence and obflinacy pro- 
voked the vi61:or to a ftep which mull render the 
(piarrel irreconcilable : and the alfociation of his 
fon Matthew, whom he invefted with the purple, 
ellabliflied the fucceffion in the family of the 
Cantacuzeni. But Conftantinople was ftill at- 
tached to the blood of her ancient princes ; and 
this laft injury accelerated the reftoration of the 
rightful heir. A noble Genoefe elpqu’fed the-. 
caufe of Palaeologus, obtained a promife of his 
lifter, and atchieved the revolution with two gal- 
lies and two thoufand five hundred auxiliaiies. 
Under the pretence of diftrefs, they were ad- 
mitted into the lelfer port ; a gate was opened, 
and the Latin Ihout of ‘‘Long life and vi6?:ory 
“ to the Emperor, John Palseologus !’* was an- 
^ fwered by a general riling in his favour. A nu^ 
merous and loyal party yet adhered totheftandard 
of Gantacuzene: -but he alTerts inhis hiftory (does 
he hope for belief?) that his tender confcience 
rejected the alTurance of conqueft ; that, in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and philofophy, 
he defcended from the throne, and embraced 
with pleafure the monaftic habit and profeffion 
. So foon as he ceafed to be a prince, his fucceftbr 
was not unwilling that he Iho.uldbe a hunt ; the 

The awkward apology of Gantacuzene ( 1 . iv. c. 39 — 4a.), who 
relates, w'lth vlfible confufion, his own downfall, may be fupplied hy 
the lefs accurate, but more honeft, narratives of Matthew Villani) l.iv. 
c. 46. in the Script. Reruns Ital. tom, xiv. p. «68;) and Ducas (c. 10, 
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remainder of his life was devoted to piety and c H A p. 
learnings in the cells of Conftantinople and Mount 
Athos, the monk Joafaph was refpedted as the Abdication 
temporal and fpiritual father of theEmperor; and 
if he iffued from his retreat, it W'as as the rainifter a. d. 
of peace, to fubdiie the obftinacy, and foiicit the ^ 

^ ^ January* 

pardon, of his rebellious fon^’'. 

Yet in tlie cloyfter, the mind of Cantacuzene Difpute 
was ftili exercifed by theological war. Hefliarp- 
encd a controverlial pen againft the Jews, and Mount 
Mahometans and in every hate he defended 
with equal zeal the divine light of Mount Thabor, .—1351. 
a memorable quellion which confummates the 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of . 

India and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were alike perfuaded, that in total abhradtion of 
the faculties of the mind and body, the purer 
fpirit ipay afcend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion andpradtice ofthe mo- 
naderies of Mount Athos will be bed repre- 
fen ted 


CantacuzenC} in the year 1375, was honoured with a letter from 
the Pope (Pleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom, xx. p. ayo ). His death is placed 
by refpedlable authority on the aoth of November 1411 (Ducange, 
Fam. Byzaiit. p. ado.). But if he were of the age of his companion 
Andronicus the Younger, he muft have lived it6 years; a rare in- 
ftance of longevity, which in fo illuftrious a perlbn would have at- 
traiSied univerfal notice. 

His four difcouries, or books, were printed at Bafil 1543 (Fabrip. 
Bibliot. Grsec. tom. vi. p. 473.). He corapofed them to fatisfy a pro« 
felyte who was aflaulted with letters frotii his friends of Ifpahan, 
Cantacuzene had read the Koran: but I underhand from Maracci, 
that he adopts the vulgar prejudices and fables againft Mahomet and 
his religion. 

See the Voyages de Bernier, tom. i, p. 127. 

Moflieim, Inftitut. Hift, Ecclef. p. 522, 523. Fleury, Hill. F.ccl. 

e C .2 torn. 
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CHAP* fented in the words of an abbot, who floiirifhecl 

, in the eleventh century. “ When thou art alone 

« in thy cell,"' fays the afcetic teacher, ‘Mliut 
« thy door, and feat thyfelf in a corner ; raife 
“ thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory ; 
“ recline thy beard and chin on thy breaft ; 
“turn thy eyes and thy thought towards the 
“ middle of thy belly, the region of the navel ; 
“ and fearch the place of the heart, the feat of 
“ the foul. At foil, all will be dark and com- 
“ fortlefs 5 but if you perfevere day and nighty 
“ you will feel an ineffable joy ; and no foone? 
“ has the foul difcovered the place of the heart, 
, “ than it is involved in a myftic and etherial 
“ light.’’ This light, the produdlion of a dif- 
tempered fancy, the creature of an empty fto- 
mach and an empty brain, was adored by the 
Quietifls as the pure and perfedt effence of God 
himfelf ; and as long as the folly was confined to 
Mount Athos, the fiinple folitaries were not in- 
quifitive how the divine eflence could be a mate- 
rial fubftance, or how an immaterial fubllance^ 
could be perceived by the eyes of the body. But 
in the reign of the younger Andronicus, thefe 
monafleries were vifited by Barlaam^', a Cala- 
brian monk, who was equally fkilled in philo- 

tom. XX. p. aa. 24. !&■; — Ii 4 > &c. The former unfolds the caufes 
with the judgment of a phildfopher, the latter tranferibes and tranf- 
tates with the prejudices of a -Catholic prieft. • 

Bafnage (inCamfuAntiq.Le(ftiones,tom.iv.p. 363— -368.) has 
inveftigated the chafadler .and ftoiy of Barlaam. The duplicity of 
his opinions had infpired fome doubts of the identity of his perfon. 
See likewife Fabricius (Bihliot. Graec. torn. k. p.' 437 — ^434.). 
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lophy and theology ; who poffeffed the languages c H A P- 
of the Greeks and Latins ; and whofe verfatile , , 

genius could maintain their oppolite creeds, ac- 
cording to the intereft of the moment. The in- 
difcretion of an afcetic revealed to the curious 
traveller the fecrets of mental prayer ; and Bar- 
laam embraced the opportunity of ridiculing the 
Quietifts, who placed the foul in the navel ; of 
acculing the monks of Mount Athos of herefy 
and blafphemy. His attack compelled the more 
learned torenounce or dilTemble the limple devo- 
tion of their brethren ; and Gregory Palamas 
introduced a fcholaflic dillin6i:ion‘ between the 
elfence and operation of God. His inacceffible 
-effence dwells in the midft of an uncreated and 
eternal light ; and this beatific vifion of the faints 
had been manifefted to the difciples on Mount 
Thabor, in the transfiguration of Chrift. Yet 
this diftindtion could not efcape the reproach of 
polytheifm ; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
was fiercely denied ; and Barlaam Hill charged 
the Palamites with holding two eternal fubftances, 
a vifible and an invifible God. From the rage 
of the monks of Mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Conflantinople, 
where hisfmoothandfpecioiismannersintroduced 
him to the favour of the great domeflic and th^ 
Emperor. The court and the city were involved, 
in this theological difpute, which flamed amidfl 
the civil war; but the do6lrine of Barlaam was 
difgraced by his flight and apoftacy ; the Pala- 
mites triumphed; and their adverfary, the pa- 
triarch John of Apri, was depofed by the confent. 

c c 3 ©C 
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CHAP, of the adverfe factions of the ilate. In the cha- 
. ra6ler of emperor and theologian, Cantaciizene 

prefided in the fynod of the Greek church, which 
eftablifhed, as an article of faith, the uncreated 
light of Mount Thabor ; and after fo many in» 
fiilts, tne reafon of mankind was flightly wounded 
by the addition of a fingle abfurdity. Many 
rolls of paper or parchment have been blotted; 
and the impenitent fe6taries, who refufed to fub- 
fcribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of the 
honours of Chriitian burial ; but in the next age 
the queftion was forgotten ; nor can I learn that 
the axe or the’ faggot were employed for the ex- 
tirpation of the Barlaamite herely 
Iftabiifli- For the conclufion of this chapter, I have re- 
Ge^oefe « Genoefe,war, which Ihook the throne 

PeraorGa- of Cantacuzene, and betrayed the debility of the 
Greek empire. The Genoefe, who, after the 
13477 ' recovery of Conftantinople, were feated in the 
fuburb of Pera or Galata, received that honour- 
able fief from the bounty of the Emperor. They 
were indulged in the ufe of their laws and magi- 
ftrates ; but they fubmitted to the duties of vaf- 
fals and fubje^ls : the forcible word oi liegemen 

See Cantacuzene (I. ii. c. 39, 40. 1 . iv. 0.3.0.3,24,2;.}, and 
Nic. Gregoras ( 1 , xi. C. to. 1 . xv. 3. 7, &c.), whofe laft books, from 
the xixth to the xxivtb, are almoft confined to a fubjedt fo interefting 
to the authors. jBoivIn (in Vit.Nic. Gregory), from the unpublifhed 
books, and Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec. tom. x. p. 462 — 473.), or rather 
fifontfaujon, from the MSS. of the Colflin library, have added fome 
fatfla and documents. 

Pacbymer (l.v. c. 10.) very properly explains {Ugios) by 
lOiii;. Tlie ufe of thefe words in. the Greek and Latin of the feudal 
times, may be amply underftood from the Glollaries of Ducange (Grmc.- 
p. 81 1, Si 2. Latin, tom, iv, p. 109 — iii.). 
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was borrowed from the Latin j lirifpruden ce ; an d 
their podejta, or chief, before he entered on his 
office, fainted the Emperor with loyal acclama- 
tions and vows of fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm 
alliance with the Greeks ; and, in cafe of a de- 
fenfive war, a fupply of fifty empty gallies and a 
fuccour of fifty gallies completely armed and 
manned, was promifedby the republic to the em- 
pire. In the revival of a naval force, it was the 
aini of Michael Palseologus to deliver himfelf from 
a foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con- 
tained the Genoefe of Galata within thofe limits 
which the infolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A failor threatened that 
they fliould foon be matters of Conftantinople, 
and flew tlie Greek wbo refented this national 
affront ; and an armed veifel, after refufing to 
falute the palace, was guilty cf fome adts of 
piracy in the Black Sea. Their countrymen 
threatened to fupport their caufe j but the long 
and open village df Galata was intlantly fur- 
rounded by the Imperial troops ; till, in the mo- 
mentof tbeaffaultjthe protlrate Genoefe implored 
the clemency of tlieir fovereign. The defencelefs 
fituation which fecured their obedience, expofed 
them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus, prefumed 
to violate the majefty of the throne. On the ap- 
proach of their fleets, tlie Genoefe, with their 
families and effedls, retired into the city : their 
empty habitations were reduced to, allies 5 and 
the feeble prince, who had viewed the deftrudfion 
of his fubufb, exprelTed his refentraent, not by 
c c 4 arms, 
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c H A p. arms, but by ambafladors. This misfortune^ 
^ LXiii. however, was advantageous to the Genoefe, who 
^ obtained, and imperceptibly abufed, the danger- 
ous licence of furrounding Galata with a llrong 
wall: of introducing into the ditch the waters of 
the fea ; of eredling lofty turrets ; and of mount- 
ing a train of military engines on the rampart. 
The narrow bounds in which they had been cir- 
cumfcribed, were infiifficient for the growing 
colony : each day they acquired fome addition of 
landed property; and the adjacent hills were 
covered with their villas and cattles, which they 
joined and pvotedted by new fortifications The 
navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patri- 
mony of the Greek emperors, who commanded 
the narrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of 
that inland fea. In the reign of Michael Palaso- 
logus, their prerogative was acknowledged by 
the fuitan of Egypt, who foli cited and obtained 
the liberty of fending an annual Ihip for the pur- 
, chafe of Haves in Circaflia and the Leffer Tartary ; 
a liberty pregnant with mifchief to the Chriftian 
eaufe ; fince thefe youths were transformed by 
education and' difcipline into the formidable 
Mamalukes'^^ From the colony of Pera, the 
. ’ Genoefe 

‘’'t The eftablilhraent and progrefs of the Genoefe at Pera, or Galata, 
is defcribed by Ducange (C.P. Chrlftiaria, L i. p. 68, 69.) from the 
Byzailtine hjftorians, Pachymes: (Lit c.sy. I.v.io. 30. 1 . ix, 15. 

1 . xli. 6. 9.), Nicephorus Gregoras (l.v. c. 4. 1. vi. c. ii, I.ix. c. 5. 
xi. c. 1,' 1 . XV. C.I. 6.), and Cantacuzene ( 1 . i. c. la. 1 . ii. c. a9, &c.). 

Both Pachymer (I. iii. c. 3, 4, j.) and Nic. Gregoras (I. iv. c. 7.) 
iinderftand and deplore the elFeiils of this dangerous indulgence. 
Bibars, fuitan of Egypt, himfelf a Tartar, but a devout Mufulman, 
obtained from the children of Zingis the perraiffion to build a ftately 

mofeh 
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tjenoefe engaged with fuperior advantage in the 
lucrative trade of the Black Sea; and their in- 
duftiy fupplied the Greeks with hfti and corn ; Theirtrade 
two articles of food almoft equally important to a. 
fuperllitioLis people. The fpontaneous bounty of 
nature appears to have beftowed the harvefts of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and favage 
hufbandry ; and the endlefs exportation of falt- 
fifli and caviar is annually renewed by the enor- 
mous llurgeons that arecaught at the mouth of the 
Don or Tanais, in their laft Ration of the rich 
mud and fliallow water of the Maeotis'*®. The 
waters of the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Volga> and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious palTage for 
the gems and fpices of India ; and, after three 
months march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian velfels in the harbours of Criraaea'^^ Thefe 
various branches of trade were monopolifed by 
the diligence and power of the Genoefe. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pifa were forcibly expelled; 
the natives were awed by the caftles and cities,’ 
which arofe on the foundations of their humble 
fadtories ; and their principal eflablilhment of 

mofch in the capital of Crimea (de Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. ili. 

P«3430' 

Chardin (Voyages en Perfe, tom. i. p. 48.) was aflured at Calfa, 
thefe fiEh.es were fometimes twenty-four or twenty-fix feet long, weighed 
eight or nine hundred pounds, and yielded three or four quintals of 
cavier. The corn of the Bofphprus had fupplied the Athenians in the 
time of Demofthenes. 

47 De Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. iii. p. 343, 344. Viaggi dt 
Eamufio, tom.i. fol. 400. But this land or water carriage could 
only he pradlicable w:hen Tartary was united un^er a wife and power- • 
ful monarch. 
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c H A p. Caffii was befieged witbout effect by the Tartar 
Lxni. powers. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were 
opprefied by thefe haughty merchants, who fed, 
or famijQied Conftantinople, according to their 
intereft. They proceeded to ufiirp the ciiftoms, 
the fifliery, and even the toll, of the Bofphorus ; 
and while they derived from thefe objedls a 
revenue of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold, 
a remnant of thirty thoufand was relu6lantly al- 
lowed to the Emperor The colony of Pera 
or Galata adted, in peace and war, as an indepen- 
dent ‘flake j and, as it will happen in diftant 
fettlements, the Genoefe podefta too often forgot 
that he was the fervent' of his own mailers. 
ThdrvfiT Thefe iifurpations were encouraged by the 
lemperor weakuefs of the eldefWndronicus, and by the 
Cantacu- clvil WEI'S that afHi6led his age and the minority 
zene,A.D. gi-^ndfon. The talents of Cantacuzene 

^ ' were employed to the ruin, rather than the refto- 
ration, of the empire j- and after his doraeftie 
victory, he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoefe fhould 
reign in Conftantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were offendM by his refufal of fome contiguous 
lands, fome commanding heights, which they 
propofed to cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the abfence of the Emperor, who was detained at 
Demotica by licknefs, they ventured to brave the 

Nlc. Gregoras (I, xiii. c. la.) is judicious and well-infomied oh Ae 
trade and coioaks of. tfee Black- Sea. Ch&wlm defcribes the' prefent 
ruins of' CafTa, whare', in forty days, he faw above 400 fail employed 

in the com and life trade {Vbyj£g;«ti en:Peffei torn,!, p. 46 — 4S.}. 

See Nic. Gregoras, I. xvii. c. 1. 

16 
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debility of a female reign. A Byzantine velfelj chap. 
which had prefuraed to fifli at the mouth of the , 

harbour, was funk by thefe audacious ftrangers ; 
the hfliermen were murdered. Inflead of fuing 
for pardon, the Genoefe demanded fatisfa6lion ; 
required, in an haughty drain, that the Greeks 
fhoLild renounce the exercife of navigation ; and 
encountered with regular arms the fird faliies of 
the popular indignation. Theyindantly occupied 
the debateable land j and by the labour of a whole 
people, of either fex and of every age, the wall 
was raifed, and the ditch was funk, with incre- 
dible fpeed. At the fame time, they attacked 
and burnt two Byzantine galliesj while the three ‘ 
others, the remainder of the Imperial navy, el- 
caped from their hands : the habitations wUhout 
the gates, or along the diore, were pillaged and 
dedroyed ; and the care of the regent, of the Era- 
prefs Irene, was confined to the prefervation of 
the city. The return of Cantacuzene difpelled 
the public condernation ; the Emperor inclined 
to peaceful counfels ; but be yielded to the obdi- 
ilacy of his enemies, who reje6led all reafonable 
terms, and to the ardour of his fubje^ts, who 
threatened, in the dyle of Scripture, to break 
them in pieces like a potter’s veffel. Yet they 
rclu6'tantly paid the taxes, that he' impofed for 
the coiidrLKTion of dnps, and the expences of 
the war ; and as the two nations- were maders, 
the. one of the land, the. other of the fea, Con- 
dantinople and Pera were prefled by the evils of 
a rautualfiegc. The merchants of the colony, 
who had bel ieved that a few days would terminate 

the 
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c ij A p. the war, already murmured at their Ioffes ; the 
iliccours from their mother-country were delayed 
by the fadtions of Genoa ; and the moft cautious 
embraced the opportunity of a Rhodian veflel to 
remove their families and effects from the fcene 
peih’uc- Qf hoftility. In the fpring, the Byzantine fleet, 
a!d. feven gallies, and a train of fmaller veffels, iflued 
^349- from the mouth of the harbour, and fleered in a 
Angle line along the lliore of Pera ; unlkiifully 
prefenting the tides to the beaks of the adverfe 
iquadron. The crews were compofed of peafants 
and mechanics ; nor was their ignorance com- 
penfated by the native courage of Barbarians : 
the wind was ftrong, the waves were rough ; and 
no fooner did the Greeks perceive a diftant and 
inactive enemy, than they leaped headlong into 
the fea, frortt a doubtful, to an inevitable peril. 
The troops that inarched to the attack of the 
lines of Pera were flruck at the fame moment 
with a fimilar panic : and the Genoefe were afto- 
nilhed, and almoft afhamed, at their double vic- 
tory. Their triumphant veffels, crowned with 
flowers, and dragging after them the captive gal- 
iies, repeatedly palled and repaffed before the 
palace ; the only virtue of the Emperor was pa- 
tience; and the hope of revenge his fple confo- 
lation . Y et the diftrefs of both parties interpofed 
a temporary agreement ; and the fliame of the 
empire was difguifed by a thin veil of dignity 
and power. Summoning the chiefs of the co- 
lony, Cantacuzene afiedted to defpife the trivia! 
objedl of the debate ; and after a mild reproof, 
moft liberally granted the lands,' which had been 
^4 pre- 
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previoufly refigned to the feeming cuftody of his 
officers , 

But the Emperor was foon folicited to violate 
the treaty, and to join his arms with the Ve- 
netians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa and 
her colonies. While he compared the reafons of and 
peace and war, his moderation was provoked by A.D.r3 T 4, 
a wanton infult of the inhabitants of Pera, who ij. 
difcharged from their rampart a large Hone that 
fell in the midft of Conftantinople. On his juft 
complaint, they coldly blamed the imprudence of 
their engineer ; but the next day the iiifult was 
repeated, and they exulted inafecond proof that 
the royal city was not beyond the reach of their 
artillery, Cantacuzene inftantly figned his treaty 
with the Venetians ; but the weight of the Ro- 
man empire was fcarcely felt in the balance of 
thefe opulent and powerful republics From 
the Straights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs ; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow fea, under the walls of Con- 
ftantinople, It would not be an ealy talk to recon- 
cile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians, 
and the Genoele^^; and while I depend on the 

narrative 

The events of this war are related by Cantacuzene ( 1 . iv. c. ir,} 

■ ^ith obfcurity and confufion, and by Nic. Gregoras ( 1 , xvii. c. i — 7.) 
m A clear and honeft narrative. The prjeft was lefs refponfible than 
the prince for the defeat of the fleet. 

The fecond war is darkly told by Cantacuzene ( 1 . iv. c. 1 8. p. 24> 
aj. a'8— 3 a.) who wifhes to dilgttife what he dares not deny. I regret 
this part of Nic. Gregoras, which is ftlil in MS. at Paris. 

y Muratori (Annali d’ltalia, tom. xii. p. 144.) refers to the moft an- 
>■■■'' ■ cient 
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narrative of an impartial hiftorian I 111 ail bor- 
row from each nation the fiicls that redound to 
their own difgrace, andthe honour of their foes. 
The Venetians, with their allies the Catalans, 
had the advantage of number ; and their fleet, 
with the poor addition of eight Byzantine gai- 
lies, amounted to feventy-flve fail : the Genoefe 
did not exceed fixty-four ; but in thofe times 
their Ihips of war were dilliuguifhed by the fu- 
periority of their fize and ftrength. The names 
and families of their naval comnianders, Pifani 
and Doria, are illudrious in the annals of their 
country ; but the perfonal merit of the former 
was eclipfed by the fame and abilities of his rival. 
They engaged in terapeftuous weather ; and the 
tumultuary conflict was continued from the dawn 
to the extindtioni of light. The enemies of the 
Genoefe applaud their pro wefs : the friends of 
the Venetians are diflatisfiedwiththeir behaviour; 
but all parties agree in praifing the fkill and bold- 
nefs of the Catalans, who, with many wounds, 
fuflained the brunt of the adtion. On the fepara- 
tion of the fleets, the event might appear doubt- 
ful f but the thirteen Genoefe gallies, that had 
been funk or taken, were compeiifated by a 
double iofs of the allies j of fourteen Venetians, 

dent Chronicles of Venice (Carefinuis, the continuator of Andrew Dan- 
dulus, tom. xii. p. 4ar, 4 »a 0 > and (Jenoa (George Stella, Annales Ge- 
nuenfes, tom. xvil. p. 1091, 109a.) j both which I have diligentlf 
coflfulted in bis great ColIetSlions of the Hiftoiians of Italy. 

See the Chromcle of Matteo Villani of Florence, l. ii. c. 59, 60. 
p. 145—147. c. 74> 75, p. 156, 157. in Muratori’s Ctolleclion, 
torn. xir. 

ten 
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ten Catalans, and tvyo Greeks ; and even the chap. 
grief of the conquerors expreflfed the affurance . 

and habit of mo re^decifive victories. Pifani con- 
feffed his defeat, by retiring into a fortified har- 
bour, from whence, under the pretext of the 
orders of the fenate, he fleered with a broken and 
flying fquadron for the Ifle of Caiidia, and aban- 
doned to his rivals the fovereignty of the fea. In a 
public epiftle addreffed to the doge and fenate, 

Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
maritime -powers, the two luminaries of Italy. 

The oratpr celebrates the valour and vi6lory of 
the Genoefe, the firfl; of men in the exercife of 
.naval yrav : he drops a tear on the misfortunes 
of their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them 
to purfue with fire and fword the bafe and per- 
fidious Greeks 5 to purge the metropolis of the 
Eafl from the herefy with which it was infedled. 

Deferted by their friends, the Greeks were in- Their 
capable of refinance ; and three mpntbs after the "[jj 
battle, the, Emperor Cantacuzene folicited and 
fubfcribed a treaty, which for ever, baniflied the 
Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge- 
noefe a monopoly of trade, and almoft a right of 
dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile in tranf- 
cribing the name) might foon have funk into a 
province of Genoa, if the ambition of the repub- 

The Abbe de Sade (Memoires Tur la Vie de Petrarque, tom. iil, 
p. 5t57 — 263 .) trardlates this letter, which he had copied from a MS. 
in the King of Prance’s library. Though a fervant of the Duke of 
.Milaii, Petrarch pours forth his aftoniftoent and grief at the defeat 
*' and defpair of the Genoefe in the following year (p. 323 — •333t.), 

lie 
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CHAP, lie had not been checked by the rnin of her fi’ee- 
LXiii. dorn and naval power. Along contefl of one 
^ hundred and thirty years was determined by the 
triumph of Venice ; and the factions of the Ge- 
noefe compelled them to feek for domeflic peace 
under the prote(Stion of a foreign lord, the Buke 
of Milan, or the Fren ch King. Y et the ipirit of 
commerce furvived that of conqueft ; and the 
colony of Pera flill awed the capital and navi- 
gated the Euxine, till it was involved , by the 
Turks in the final fervitude of Conftaritinople 
hfelf. 
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CHAP. LXIT. 

Conquejis of Zmgis Khan and the Moguls from . 

China to Poland,^ JEfcape of Confantinoph 
and the Creeks, — Origin oj the Ottoman 
Turks in Bithynia, — Reigns and ViBories 
of Oilman^ OrcJian, Amurath the Firf, and 
Bajazet the Firf, -^Foundation and Pro-^ 
grefs of the Turlci/h Monarchy in Afia and 
Furope, — Danger of Cooiftantinople and the 
Greek Empire, 

JTROM the petty quarrels of a city and her c h a P, 
fuburbs, from the cowardice and difcord of 
the falling Greeks, I Hiall now afcend to the vic» 
torioiis Turks j whofe domestic flavery was en- 
nobled by martial difcipline, religious enthu- 
fiafm, and the energy of the national chara6ter. 

The rife and progrefs of the Ottomans, the 
prefent fovereigns of Conftantinople, are con- 
nected with the moll important fcenes of modern 
liiftory ; hut they are founded on a previous 
knowledge of the great eruption of the Moguls 
and Tartars ; whofe rapid conquefts may be 
compared with the primitive convulfions of 
nature, which have agitated and altered the 
furface of the globe. I have long fince afferted 
my claim to introduce the nations, the imme- 
diate or remote authors of the fall of the Roman 
VOL. XI, D I) empire j 
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c H A E empire j nor can I refufe myfelf to thofe eventgj 
LXIV. which, from their uncommon magnitude, will 
* intereft a philofophic mind in the hiftory of 
blood 

Zingis From the fpacious highlands between China, 
Khan, firft ^ud the Cafpiaii Sea, the tide of emi» 

the Moguls gration and war has repeatedly been poured» 
^^s'a^d ancient feats of the Huns and Turks 

i3o 6~ * were occupied in the twelfth century by many 
paftoral tribes of the fame defcent and fimilar 
manners, which were united and led to conqueil 
by the formidable Zingis. In this afcent to 
greatnefs, that Barbarian (whofe private appel- 
lation was Temugin) had trampled on the 
necks of his equals. His birth was noble : but 
it was in the pride of victory, that the prince 
or people deduced his feventh anceftor from 
the immaculate conception of a virgin. His 
father had reigned over thirteen hords, which 
compofed about thirty or forty thoufand fami- 
lies : above two-thirds refufed to pay tithes or 
obedience to his infant fon : and at the age of 
thirteen, Temugin fought a battle againll his 
rebellious fubje^s. The future conqueror of 
Afia was obliged to fly and to obey: but h@ 
rofe fuperior to his fortune, and in his fortieth 
year he had ellabliflied his fame and dominion 
over the circumjacent tribes. In a ftate of 
fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 

' ' The reader is atvited to review the chapters of the fourth and 
Exdi volumes ; the haanners of pailoral nations, the conquefts of Attila 
and the Huns, which were compofed at a time when I entertained the 
wiili, rather than the hope, of concluding ray hiftory. 
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univerfal, the afceiKlant of one man niuft be chap. 
founded on bis power and refokition to puniiii 
liis enemies and recompenfe his friends. His hrft 
military league was ratified by the fimplc rites of 
.lacrificing an liorfe and tafdng of a running 
flreara : Temugin pledged hirafelf to divide with 
his followers the fweets and the bitters of life ; 
and wdien he had fhared among them his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude and 
his own hopes. After his firft vidtory he placed 
feventy chaldrons on the fire, and feventy of the 
mofl guilty rebels w^ere call headlong into the 
boiling water. The fphere of his attraction was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiffion of the prudent; and the bolded 
chieftains might tremble, when they belield, 
enchafed in filver, the fkull of the khan of the 
Keraites ® ; who, under the name of Prefler John , 
had correfponded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Te- 
iniigin condefeended to employ the arts of fuper- 
flition; and it was from a naked prophet, 
who could afeend to heaven on a white liorfe, 
that he accepted the title of Zingis -% the mojt 

greats 

* The khans of the Keraites were moft pi’obably incapable of read- 
ing the pompous epillles compofed in their name by the Neftorian mif- 
fionariesj who endowed them with the fabulous w^onders of an Indian 
ki33gdom. Perhaps thefe Tartars (the Pr^lbyter or Prieft John) had 
fubraitted to the rites of baptifm and ordination (Afieman. Bibliot. 

Orient, tom.iii. P.il. p.487 — 503.). 

3 Since the hiftory and tragedy of Voltaire, Gengist at leaft in 
French, feeras to be the more falbionable Ipelling; but Abulghazi 
Khan muft have known the true name of his anceftor. His etymo- 
logy appears juft Zin : in the Mogul tongue, fignifies great, and gis 
is the fuperlative termination (Hift. Genealogique des Tartars, part ili. 

D D a p. 194? 
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CHAP, great ; and a divine right to the conqiielt an cl 
> dominion of the earth. In a general coiiroidtar^ 

or diet, he was feated on a felt, which was- 
long afterwards revered as a relic, and folemnly 
proclaimed great khan, or Emperor of the Mo- 
guls ^ and Tartars ^ Of thefe kindred, though 
rival names, the former had given birth to the 
Imperial race ; and the latter has been extended 
by accident or error over the fpacious wildernefs 
of the north. 

His laws. The code of laws which Zingis didtated to 
his fubje6ls, was adapted to the prefervation of 
' domeflic peace, , and the exercife of foreign hofli- 
lity. The punilhment of death was inflidted on 
the crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of an horfe or ox j and the fierceft 
of men were mild and juft in their intercourfe 
with each other. The future eledtion of the 
great khan was veiled in the princes of his family 
and the heads of the tribes ; and the regulations 
of the chace w^ere eflential to the pleafures and 
plenty of a Tartar camp. The vidtorious nation 
was held facred from all fervile labours, which 

p. 194, From tie fame idea of magnitude, the appellation of 

Tdngis h bellowed on the ocean. 

The name of Moguls has prevailed among the Orientals, and ftllj 
adheres to the titular fovereign, the Great Mogul of Hindoftan. 

' The Taitvirs (more properly Tatars) were defeended from Tatar 
Khan the brother of Mogul Khan (fee Abulghazi, part i. and ii.) 
and once formed a hord of 70,000 families on the borders of Kitay 
(p. 103 — 1 1 a.). In the great invafion of Europe (A, D. 1338), 
they feem to have led the* vanguard ; and the fimilitude of the name 
of recommended that of Tartars to the Latins (Matt. 

Paris, p. 398, &c.). 
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were abandoned to flaves and Rrangers; and chap. 
every labour was fervile except the profeffion of , 

arms. The fervice and difcipline of the troops, 
who were armed with bows, fcymetars, and iron 
maces, and divided. by hundreds, thoufands, and 
ten thoufands, were the inflitutions of a veteran 
commander. Each officer and folclier was made 
relponfible, under pain of death, for the fafety 
and honour of his companions ; and the fpirit of 
conqueft breathed in the law, that peace ffiould 
never be granted unlefs to a vanquiflied and 
fuppliant enemy. But it is the religion of 
Zingis that bell deferves our wonder and ap- 
plaufe. The Catholic inquifitors of Europe, 

-who defended nonfenfe by cruelty, might have 
been confounded by the example of a Barbarian, 
who anticipated the lelTons of philofophy % and 
edablilhed by his. laws a lyllem of pure theifin 
and perfedl toleration. His firll and only ar- 
ticle of faith was the exiftence of one God, the 
author of all good:; who fills by his prefence 
the heavens and the earth, which he has created 
by his power. The Tartars and Moguls were 
addicted to the idols of their peculiar tribes ; 
and many of them had been converted by the 
foreign miffionaries to the religions of Mofes, 
of Mahomet, and of Chrill. Thefe various 
fyllems in freedom and concord, were taught 
and pradifed within the precindls of the fame 

® A fingukr conformity may be found bet^reen the religious laws of 
Zingis Khan and of Mr. Locke (Conflitutions of Carolina, in his works, 
wLiv. p. 5 4to. edition, 1777). 
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CH AP, camp; and the Bonze, the Iman, the Rabbi, 
LXiv. the Neftoriaii, and the Latin prieil, enjoy ed 
the fame honourable exemption from fervice 
and tribute : in the mofch of Bochara, the in- 
folent vi^or might trample the Koran under his 
horfe’s feet, but the calm legiflator refpedled tlie 
prophets and pontiffs of the moll hoftiie fefds. 
The reafon of Zingis was not informed by books ; 
the khan could neither read nor write; and, 
except the tribe of the Igours, the greateft part 
of the Mogiils and Tartars were as illiterate as 
their fovereign. The memory of their exploits 
was preferved by tradition : lixty-eight years after 
the death of Zingis, thefe traditions were col- 
lected and tranfcribed ^ ; the brevity of their do- 
medic annals may be fuppiied by the Chin efe % 

' In the year 1394, by the command of Cazan, khan of Perfia, 
the fotirth in defcent from Zingis. From thefe traditions» his vizir 
Fadlallah compofed a Mogul hiftory in the Perfian language, which 
has been ufed by Petit de la Croix (Hift. de Genghizcan, p. — 
539.). The Hiftoire Genealogique des Tatars (a Leyde, 1726, in 
j smo. a tomes) was tranflated by the Swedifli prifoners in Siberia from 
the Mogul MS. of Abulgafi Bahadur Khan, a defcendant of Zingis, 
who reigned over the Ulbecks of Charaifra, or Carizme (A. D. 1644 
' — ■1663). He is of moft value and credit for the names, pedigrees, 
and manners of his nation. Of his nine parts, the ift defcends from 
Adam to Mogul Khan, theiid, from Mogul to Zingis ; the iiid, is 
the life of Zingis; the ivtlr, vth,vith, and viith, the general hiftory 
of his four fons,and theirpofterity 5 the vuith and ixth, the particular 
hiftory of the defcendants of Sheibani Khan, who reigned inMaure- 
nahar and Charalin, 

. ® Hiftoire de Gentchifcan, et de toute la Dinaftie des Mongous fes 
Succeffeurs, Cpnquerans de la Chine; tiree de I’Hiftoire de la Chine, 
par le R.P. Gaubil, de la Societe de Jefus, Mlflionaire a Pekin; a 
Paris, 1739, m 4tb, This tranflation is ftamped with the Chinefe 
charadler of ddmeftic accuracy and foreign ignorance. 
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Feriians % Armenians ■% Syrians Arabians c H A p. 
Greeks Ruffians Poles Hungarians and , , 

Latins j 

® See the Hiftoire du Grand Genghizcani premier Empereur des 
Moguls et Tartares, par M. Petit de la Croix, a. Paris, 1710, in lamo. : 
a work of ten years' labour, chiefly drawn from the Perfian writers, 
among whom Nifavi, the fecretary of fultan Gelaleddin, has the merit 
and prejudices of a contemporary. A flight air of romance is the fault 
of the originals, or the compiler. See likewife die articles vi Gen- 
ghizcan, Mohammed^ Gelaleddin, &c. in the Bibliothequc Orientals of 
D’Herbelot. 

Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and afterwards a 
mpnk of Promontre (Fabric, Bibliot. Lat. medii JEvI, tom. I. p.34,) 
didlated in the French language, his book de Tartaris, his old fellow- 
foidiers. It was immediately tranflated into Latin, and is inferted in 
theNovus Orbis of Simon GrynEeus (Bafd, 1555, in folio). 

Zingis Khan, and his firfl: fucceflbrs, occupy the conclufion of the 
ixth Dynafty of Abulpharagius (verf. Pocock, Oxon.i6d3, in 4to.)5 and 
his xth Dynafty is that of the Moguls of Perfia. Aflemannus (Bibliot. 

Orient, tom. ii.) has extradled fome fadts from his Syriac writings, 
and the lives of the' Jacobite maphrians, or primates of the Eaft. 

“ Among the Arabians, in language and religion, we may diftinguilh 
Abulfeda, fultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought in perfon, und|?r the 
Maraaluke ftandard, againft the Moguls. 

Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . ii. 0.5, d.) has felt* the necefiity of conneiSl- 
ing the Scythian and Byzantine hiftories. He defcribes with truth and 
elegance the fettlement and manners of the Moguls of Perfia, but he is 
ignorant of their origin, and corrupts the names of Zingis mid his 
fons. 

M. Levelque (Hiftoire de Ruffle, tom. H.) has defcribed the con- 
queft of Ruffia by the Tartars, from the Patriarch Nicon, and the old 
chronicles. 

For Poland, I am content with the Sarraatia Afiatica et Europea 
of Matthew a Michou, or de Michovia, a canon and phyfician of Cra- 
cow ^(A* D. 1506) inferted in the Novus Orbis of Gryiueus. Fabric. 

Bibliot. Latin. mediEE et infimEe-®tatis, tom. V. p. 56. 

I Ihould quote Thuroczius, ^be oldeft general hiftorian (pars ii. 
c. 74* p. 150.), in the ift volume of the Scriptores Rerum Hungari- 
carum, did not the fame volume contain the original narrative of a con- 
temporary, an eye witnefs, and a fufierer (M. Rogerii, Hungari, Vara- 
dienfis Capituli Canonici, Carmen miferabile, feu Hiftoria fuper De- 
ri D 4 ftrudliene 


4o8 the decline and FALL 

CHAP. LatiBS'^ ; and each nation wHi deferve cfedit 
. in the relation of their own difafters and de- 
feats 

Invafxon of Ziugis and his lieutenants fuc- 

a'S^iuo ceJlvely reduced the hords of the defert, who 
; pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga ; and the Mogul Emperor became the 
monarch of the paftoral world, the lord of many 
millions of Ihepherds and foldiers, who felt their 
united ftrength, and were impatient to rulh on 
the mild and wealthy climates of the fouth. His 
anceflorshad been the tributaries of the Chinefe 
emperors ; and Temugin himfelf had been diC- 
graced by a title of honour and fervitude. The 
court of Pekin w^as aftoniflied by an embalTy 
from its former vafTal, who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exacted the tribute and obe« 

jlrudione Regni Hunganxe, Temporibus Belsc IV. Regis per Tar-» 
tares facSla, p. 29a — 3ai.}: the beft pi<Slure that I have ever feen of 
all the circumftances of a Barbaric invafion. 

Matthew Paris has reprefented, from authentic documents, the 
danger anddiftrefs of Europe (confult the word Tariari in his copious 
Index). From motives of zeal and curiofity, the court of the great 
Khan, in the xiiith century was vifited by two friars John de Plano 
Carpini, and William Rubruquis, and by Marco Polo, a Venetian gen- 
tleman. The Latin relations of the two former are inferted in the ift 
volume of Hackluyt ; the Italian original or verfion of the third (Fabric, " 
Bibliot. Latin. raedh.®yi, tom. ii, p. 198. tom. v. p, 45.) may be 
found in the iid tome of Ramufio. 

In his great hiftory of the Huns, M. de Guignes has moft amply 
treated of Zingis Khan and his fuccelTors. See tom. iii. 1 . xv — xix. and 
in the collateral articles of the Seljukians of Roum, tom.ii. l.xi. the 
Carizmlans, 1 , xiv. and the Mamalukes, tom. iv. 1 . xxi. : confult like- 
wife the tables of the ift volume. He is ever learned and accurate % 
yet I am only indebted to him for a general view, and forae paffages of 
Abulfeda, which are ftill latent in the Arabic text. 


tliencc 
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dieiice which he had paid, and who afte6ted to CHAP, 
treat the fon of heaven as the moft contemptible j 

of mankind. An haughty anfwer difguifed their 
fecret apprehenfions ; and their fears were foon 
juftified by the march of innumerable fquadrons, 
who pierced on all tides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety cities were flormed, 
or ftarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped j 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial piety 
of the Chinefe, covered his vanguard with their 
captive parents j an unworthy, and by degrees a 
fruitlefs, abufe of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invafion was fupported by the revolt of an hun- 
dred thoufand Khitans, who guarded thefrontier; 
yet he liftened to a treaty ; and a princefs of 
China, three thoufand horfes, five hundred 
youths, and as many virgins, and a tribute of 
gold and filk, were the price of his retreat. In 
his fecond expedition, he compelled the Chinefe 
Emperor to retire beyond the yellow river to a 
more fouthern refidence. The fiege of Pekin 
was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
duced by famine to decimate and devour their 
fellow citizens; when their ammunition %vas 
fpent, they ^ifeharged ingots of gold and filver 
from their engines ; but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital ; and the con- 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 

*5 More properly T" m-kingf an ancient city, whofe ruins ftill appear 
fome' furlongs to the fouth-eaft of the modern Pekin, which was built 
by Cublai Khan (Gaubel, p. 146.). Pe-kbg and Nan-king are vague 
, titles, the courts of the ' north and of the fouth« The identity and 
change of names perplex the moft ikilful readers of the Chmefe geo* 

^raphy (p. 177.). 

China 
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c H A E China was defolated by Tartar war and domeftic 
^ , faction j and the five northern provinces were 

added to the empire of Zingis. 

^Camme, jjj Weft, he touched the dominions of Mo- 

ana, and hammed fiiltan of Carizme, who reigned from 
Perfia, t^e Pei’fian Gulf to the borders of India and 
Turkeftan ; and who, in the proud imitation of 
Alexander the Great, forgot the fexvitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe of Seljuk. 
It was the wifli of Zingis to eftablifir a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the moft power- 
fid of the Modem princes; nor could he be tempt- 
ed by the fecret folicitations of the Caliph of Bag- 
dad, who facrificed to his perfonal wrongs the 
fafety of the church and ftate. A rafli and in- 
human deed provoked and juftified the Tartar 
arms in the invafion of the fouthern Alia. A 
caravan of three ambafiadors and one hundred 
and fifty merchants, was arrefted and murdered 
at Otrar, by the command of Mohammed ; nor 
was it till after a demand and denial of juftice, 
till he had prayed and fafted three nights on a 
mountain, that the Mogul Emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his fword. Our Eu- 
ropean battles, fays a philofophic writer are 
petty ikirmiflxes, if compared to the numbers that 
have fought and fallen in the fields of Alia, 
Seven hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are 
faid to h ave marched under the ftandard of Zingis 
and his four fons. In the vaft plains that extend 

M. <ie Voltaire, Eflai for I’Hiftoire Generale, tom. iii. c. 6o. p. 8. 
His account of Zingis and the Moguls contains) as ufusl, much general 
fecfe and truth, with fome particular errors. 

'to 
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to the north of the Sihon of Jaxartes, they were 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of 
the fultan ; and in the foil battle, which was fuf- 
pended by the night, one hundred and fixty thou- 
fand Carizmians were flain, Mohammed was 
aftoniilied by the multitude and valour of his 
enemies : he withdrew from the fcene of danger, 
and diftribiited his troops in the frontier towns ; 
trutting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
field, would be repulfed by the length and diffi- 
culty of fo many regular lieges. But the pru- 
dence of Zingis had formed a body of Chinefe 
engineers, Ikilled in the mechanic arts, informed 
perhaps of the fecret of gunpowder, and capable, 
under his difcipline, of attacking a foreign coun- 
try with more vigour and fuccefs than they had 
defended their own. The Perlian hiftorians will 
relate the lieges and redudtion of Otrar,Cogende, 
Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, 
Nifabour, Balch, and Candahar j and the con- 
queft of the rich and populous countries of 
Tranfoxiana, Carizme, and Cliorafan. The de- 
llrudlive hollilities of Attila and the Huns have 
long lince been elucidated by the example of 
Zingis and the Moguls ; and in this more proper 
place I lhall be content to obferve that, from 
the Cafpian to the Indus, they ruined a tra6t of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with 
the habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
five centuries have not been fufficient to repair the 
ravages of four years* The Mogul Emperor en- 
couraged or indulged the fury of his troops 5 the 
hope of future pofleffion was loft in the ardonr of 

rapine 
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c HAP. rapine and flaugliter : and the caufe of the war 

^ ' sxafperated their nativefiercenefs by the pretence 

•of juflice and revenge. The downfal and deatli 
of the fultan Mohammed, who expired impitied 
and alone, in a defert iflandof the Cafpian Sea, 
is a poor atonement for the calamities of which he 
was the author. Could theCarizmian empire have 
been faved by a tingle hero, it would have been 
faved by his fon Gelaleddin, whofe adlive valour 
repeatedly checked the Moguls in the career of 
vidtory. Eetreating, as he fought, to the banks 
of the Indus, he was opprelTed by their innumer- 
able hoft, till, in the laft moment of delpair, 
Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe into the waves, 
fwam one of the broadeft and moll rapid rivers of 
Alia, and extorted the admiration and applaufe 
of Zingis hitofelf. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with reludlance to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who 
lighed for the enjoyment of their native land* 
Incumbered with the fpoils of Alia, he flowly 
meafured back his fbotfteps, betrayed fome pity 
for the mifery of the vanquilhed, and declared 
bis intention of rebuilding the cities which ^.bad 
been fwept away by the tempeft of his arms. 
After he had repaffed the Oxus and Jaxartes, he 
was joined by two generals, whom he had de- 
tached 'with thirty thoufand horfe, to fubdue the 
weftern provinces of Perfia. They had trampled 
on the nations which oppofed their paffage, pene- 
trated through the gates of Derbent, traverfed 
the Volga and the Defert, and accomplifted the 
circuit of the Caljpian Sea, by an expedition 

which 
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•which had never been attempted, and has never c HA F. 
been repeated. The return of Ziiigis w'as iig* 
nalized by the overthrow of the rebellious or 
independent kingdoms of Tartary j and he died His death, 
in the fill nefs of years and glpiy, with his laft 
breath exhorting and indriidling his Tons to at- 
chieve the conqueft of the Chinefe empire. 

The harain of Zingis was compofed of five Conqueft 
hundred wives and concubines ; and of his nu- 
merous progeny, four fons, illuftrious by their the fuccef- 
birth and merit, exercifed under their father the 
principal offices of peace and war. Touilii was A.p, laa? 
his great buntfman, Zagatai'"' his judge, 06tai 
his minifter, and Tuli his general ; and their 
names and adlions are often confpicuous in the 
hillory of his conquells. Firmly united for their 
own and the public intereil, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
fceptresj and 06tai, by general confent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or Emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was fucceeded by his fon 
Gayiik, after whofe death the empire devolved 
to his coufins Mangoii and Cublai, the fons of 
Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty- 
eight years of his four firfl fiiccefiTors, the Mogul 
fub dued aim oft all Afia, and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 

Zagatai gave his name to his dominions of Maurenaharj or 
Tranfoxiana ; and the Moguls of Hindoftan, who emigrated from 
that country, are ftyled Zagatais bythePerfians. This certain ety- 
mology, and the fimilar example of Uzbek, Nogai, &c. may warn us 
not abfolutely to rejedl the derivations of a national, from a perfonal, 
name. 


events. 
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c H A P. events, I fliall prefent a general pi 6 lure of tlie 
, progrefs of their arms ; I. In the Eaft : II, In the 
South; III. Ill theWeft; and IV. In the North. 
Of the I* Before the invafion of Zingis, China was 
northern divided into two empires or dynafties of the North 
and South and the difference of origin and 
A.D.ia34. intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity 
of law-s, language, and national manners. The 
Northern empire, which had been difmembered 
by Zingis, was finally fubdued feven years after 
his death. After the lofs of Pekin, the Emperor 
had fixed his refidence at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
according to the Cliinefe annals, fourteen hun- 
dred tlioufand families of inhabitants and fugi- 
tives. He efcaped from thence with only feven 
horfemen, and made his laft Hand in a third 
capital, till at length the hopelefs monarch, pro- 
teHing his innocence and acctifing his fortune, 
afcended a funeral pile, and gave orders, that, 
as foot! as he had ftabbed hirafelf, the fire ihould 
be kindled by his attendants. The dynafty of 
the So?ig, the native and ancient fovereigns of 
the whole empire, furvived about forty-five years 
the fall of theNortheni ufurpers; and the perfedl 
conquell was referved for the arms of Cublai. 
During this interval, the Moguls were often 


” In Marco-Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the names of 
Cathay and Mangi dlftinguilh the hortliern and fouthern empires, 
which, from A.D. 1234 to 1279, wei'e thofe of the great khan, and 
of the Chin efe. The fearch of Cathay, after China had been found, 
excited and milled our navigators of the fixteentli century, in their 
attempts to difeovar the narli-eaJH: pafiage. 
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diverted by foreign wars ; and, if the Cliiiiefe fel- 
dom dared to meet their victors in the field, their 
paffive courage prefented an endlefs fucceffion of 
cities to ftorm and of millions to flaughter. In 
the attack and defence of places, the engines of 
antiquity and the Greek lire were alternately em- 
ployed : the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar pra6tice ^ and the 
fieges were conducted by the Mahometans and 
Franks, who had been liberally invited into the 
fervice of Cublai. After palling the great river., 
the troops and artillery were conveyed along a 
feries of canals, till they in veiled the royal reli- 
dence of Hamcheu, or Quinfay, in the country 
of lilk, the mod delicious climate of Chiiia. The 
Emperor, a defencelefs youth, furrendered his 
perfon and fceptre ; and before he was fent in 
exile into Tartary, hellriick nine times the ground 
with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thankf- 
giving the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war 
(it was now lliled a rebellion) was flill maintained 
in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu to Can- 
ton ; and the obllinate remnant of independence 


I depend on tlie knowledge and fidelity of the Pere Gaubil, who 
tranllates the Chinefe text of the annals of the Moguls or Yuen 
(p. 71. 93. 153.); but I am ignorant at what time thefe annals were 
compofed and publlflied. The two uncles of Marco-Polo> who ferved 
as engineers at the fiege of Siengiangfou ( 1 . ii. c. 61. In Ramufio. 
tom. ii. See Gaubil,^ P»i55* iJ 70 > niuft have felt and related the 
effedls of this deftnnfiive powder, and their filence is a weighty, and 
almoft decifive, objedlion. I entertain a fufpidon that the recent dif- 
covery was carried from Europe to China by the caravans of the xvth 
century, and falfely adopted as an old national difcovery before the 
arrival of the Portuguefe and Jefuits in the xvitli. Yet the Pere 
Gaubil affirms that the ufe of gunpowder has been known to the 
Chinefe above 1600 years. 

and 
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CHAP, and Iioftility was tranlported from the land to 
i when the fleet of the was fur- 

rounded and oppreffed by a fuperior armam ent^ 
their lall champion leaped into the waves with hfe 
infant Emperor in his arms. “ It is more glorious/^ 
he cried, “ to die a prince, than to liye a flave.’^ 
An hundred thoufand Chinefe imitated his ex- 
ample; and the whole empire from Tonkin to 
the great wall, fubmitted to the dominion of 
Cublai. His boundlefs ambition afpired to the 
conqueft of Japan ; his fleet was twice fliip- 
wrecked : and the lives of an hundred thoufand 
Moguls and Chinefe were facriflced in the fruit- 
lefs expedition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, 
Corea, Tonkin, Cochinchina, Pegu, Bengal, and 
Thibet, were reduced in different degrees of 
tribute and obedience by the effort or terror of 
his arms. He explored the Indian ocean with 
a fleet of a thoufand fliips ; they failed in fixty- 
eight days, moll probably to the ifle of Borneo, 
under the equino^ial line ; and though they re- 
turned not widiout IjDoil or glory, the Emperor 
was diflatisfled that the favage king had efcaped 
from their hands. 

Of Perfia IL The conquell of Indollan by the Moguls 
emph-rof was referved in a later period for the houfe of 
the caliphs, Timour ; but that of Iran, or Perfia, was at- 
by Plolagou Khan, the grandfon of Zin- 
gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two fuccef- 
five emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I fliali not 
enumerate the crowd of fultans, emirs, and ata- 
beks, whom he trampled into duff ; but the ex- 
lo tirpation 
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tifpation of the AJfqfJins, orlfmaelians^'* of Perfia, d M A A 
taay be coo^dered as a fervice to mankind, , , 

Among tile hills to the fouth of the Cafpian, 
thefe odious fedtaries had reigned with impunity 
above an hundred and fixty yeirs j and their 
prince, or Imam, eftabliftied his lieutenant to 
lead and govern the colony of Mount LibanuSj 
fo famous and formidable in the hidory of the 
Crufades With the fanaticifm of the Koran, 
the Ifmaelians had blended the Indian tranf- 
migration, and the vifions of their own pro- 
phets : and it was their lirll duty to devote their 
fouls and bodies in blind obedience to the vicat 
of God. The daggers of his miffionaries wero 
felt both in the Eaft and Weft: the Chriftians 
and the Moflems enumerate, and perhaps multi- 
ply, the illuftrious vidlims that were facriftced to 
the zeal, avarice, or refentinent o^the old man (aS 
he was corruptly ftyled) of the mountain. But 
tbefe daggers, hiS only arms, were broken by 
the fword of Holagoii, and not a yeftige is left 
of the enemies of mankind, except the word 
nfqjjin, which, in the moll odious fenfe, has 
been adopted in the languages of Europe. The 
extinction of the Abbaflides cannot be indifferent 
to the fpeClators of their greatnefs and decline. 

Since the fall of their Seljiikian tyrants, the ca- 

All tllat cari be kiiown of tbe Alllaffins of Perfia and Syria> is 
poured from the copious, and even profule, erudition of M. Palconetj 
in two mcmdires read before the Academy of Iiifcriptions (tom. xvii. 
p. iz'j — 170.). 

The Ifmaelians of Syria, 40,600 Afiaihns, had acquired of ' 

founded ten caftles in the hills above Tortbft. About the year laSo, 
they w'ere extirpated by thb Maraalukes. 

VOL. XI, E E liphS 
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liplis had recovered their lawful dominion of Bag- 
dad and the Arabian Irak ; but the city was dii- 
tra 61 :ed by theological factions, and the com- 
mander of the faithful was loft in a haram of 
ieven hundred concubines. The invalion of the 
Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and 
haughty embaflies. “ On the divine decree,” 
faid the Caliph Moftafem, “is founded the throne 
“ of the fons of Abbas : and their foes ftiall 
“ fiirely be deftroyed in this world and in the 
“ next. Who is this Holagou that dares to 
** rife againft them ? If he be defirous of peace, 
let him inftantly depart from the facred terri- 
“ tory ; and perhaps he may obtain from our 
“ clemency the pardon of his fault.” This pre- 
fumption w^as cherilhedby a perfidious vizir, who 
allured his in even if the Barbarians 
had entered the city, the women and children, 
from the terraces, would be fufficient to over- 
whelm them with ftones. But when Holagou 
touched the phantom, it inftantly vaniflied into 
fmoke. After a fiege of two months, Bagdad 
was ftormed and facked by the Moguls ; and 
their favage commander pronounced the death of 
-the Caliph Moftafem, the laft of the temporal 
fucceffors of Mahomet ; whofe noble kinfmetis 
of the race of Abbas, had reigned in Afia above 
five hundred years. Whatever might be the de- 
figns of the conqueror, the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina were prote^ed by the Arabian de» 

As a proof of the ignorance of the Chinefe in' Foreign tranfadf ions, I 
mull obfew, that fome of their hiftorians extend the conqueft of Zingis 
himfelf to Medina, the country of Mahomet (Gaubil, p. 4»,). 

fert j 
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fert ; but the Moguls fpread beyond the Tigris c H A P<, 
and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and Damafeus, . » 

andthreatenedto join the Franks in the deliver- 
ance of Jeriifalem. Egypt was loft, had ftie been 
defended only by her feeble offspring : but the 
Mainalukes had breathed in their infancy the 
keennefs of a Scythian air: equal in valour, fu- 
perior in difcipline, they met the Moguls in many 
a well-fought field j and drove back the ftreani 
of hoftility to the eaftward of the Euphrates. 

But it overflowed with refi ft lefs violence the king- 
doms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which the ofAnato- 
former was poflefled by the Chriftians, and the 
latter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconiuin op- 1^7*. 
pofed fome refiftance to the Mogul arms, till 
Azzadin fought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Conftantlnople, and his feeble fuccelTors, the laft 
of the Seljukian dynafty, Were finally extirpated 
by the khans of Perfia. 

III. Nofooner hadOiStaifubvertedthe northern Of Kipak, 
empire of China, than he refolved toviftt with his 

1 n • 1 “v-tfT /I Iftndj Hun«* 

arms the molt remote countries ot the Weft, gary, &c. 
Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars ^=*35 
were infcribed on the military roll ; of thefe the 
great Khan fele 6 ted a third, which he entrufted 
to the command of his nephew Baton, the fon of 
Tuli ; who reigned over his father’s conquefts to 
the north of the Cafpian Sea. After a feftival of 
forty days. Baton fet forwards on this great expe- 
dition j and fuch was the fpeed and ardour of 
his innumerable fquadrons, that in lefs than fix 
years they bad raeafured a line of ninety degrees 
of longitude, a fourth part of the circumference 
E E 2 of 
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c H A R of* the globe. The great rivers of Alia and Eii- 
. rope, the Volga and Kama, the Don and Boryft- 

henes, the Viftula and Danube, they either fwara 
with their horfes, or palled on the ice, or tra* 
verfed in leathern boats, which followed the 
camp, and tranfported their waggons and artil- 
lery. By the firll victories of Batou, the re- 
mains of national freedom were eradicated in the 
immenfe plains of Turkellan and Kipzac ""h In 
his rapid progrefs, he overran the kingdoms, as 
they are now fly led, of Aftracan and Cazan ; 
and the troops which he detached towards Mount 
Caiicafus, explored the moll fecret recelfes of 
Georgia and Circaflia. The ciyil difcord of the 
great dukes, or princes, of Ruffia, betrayed their 
country to the Tartars. They fpread from Li- 
vonia to the Black Sea, and both Mofcow and 
Kiow, the modern and the ancient capitals, wer© 
reduced to alhes ; a temporary ruin, lefs fatal 
than the deep, and perhaps indelible, mark, which 
a fervitude of two hundred years has imprinted 
on the cliara6ler of the Ruffians. The Tartars 
ravaged with equal fury the countries which they 
hoped to poffefs, and thofe which they were 
halleningto leave. From the permanent conquefl 
of Ruffia, they made a deadly, though tranlient, 
inroad into the heart of Poland, and as far as 
the borders of Germany. The cities of Lublin 
and Cracow were obliterated : they approached 

The Dajlite Kipfzak, or plain of KIpzak, extends on either fide 
of the Volga, in a boundlefs Ipace towards the Jaik and Boryfthenes, 
and is fuppofed to contain the primitive name and nation of the 
Cofacks. 


the 
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the lliores of the Baltic ; and in the battle of Lig- e H A P. 
nitz, they defeated the dukes of Silefia, the Po- , 

lifli palatines, and the great mafter of the Teu- 
tonic order, and filled nine facks with the right- 
ears of the flain. From Lignitz, the extreme 
point of their weflern march, they turned afide 
to the in vafion of Hungary 5 and the prefence or 
fpirit of Baton infpired the hoft of five hun dred 
thouland men : Carpathian hills could not be 
long impervious to their divided columns ; and 
their approach had been fondly tlilbelieved till it 
%vas irrefiftibly felt.’ The King, Bela the Fourth, 
afiembled the military fox’ce of his counts and 
bifliops ; but he had alienated the nation by 
adopting a vagrant hord of forty thoufand fami- 
lies of Comans, and thefe favage guefis were pro- 
voked to revolt by the fufpicion of treachery 
and the murder of their prince. The whole 
country north of the Danube was loft in a day, 
and depopulated in a fummer ; and the ruins of 
cities and churches were overlpread with the 
bones of the natives, who expiated the fins of 
their Turkifli anceftors. An ecclefiafiic, who 
fled from the fack of Waradin, delcribes the 
calamities which he had feen, or fuffered | and 
the fan guinary rage of fieges and battles is far 
iefs atrocious than the treatment of the fugi- 
tives, who had been allured from the woods 
under . a promife of peace and pardon, and 
who were coolly flaughtered as foon as they 
had performed the labours of the harvefl and 
vintage. In the winter, the Tartars paffed the 
Danube on the iee, and advanced to Gran or 
E E 3 ■ Strigonium^ 
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c H A P. Strigoniura, a German colony, and the metro- 
‘ kingdom. Thirty engines were 

planted againll the walls j the ditches were filled 
with Packs of earth and dead bodies ; and after a 
promifcuous maflacre, three hundred noble ma- 
trons were flain in the prefence of the Khan. Of 
all the cities and fortreffes of Hungary, three 
alone furvived the Tartar invafion, and the un- 
fortunate Bela hid his head among the iflands of 
the Adriatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of flivage hoftility : a Ruffian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach 
of the Tartars whom their fear and ignorance 
wereinclinedto fepacate from the human fpecies. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been espofed to a 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
would have oppreffed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the fhepherds of Scy- 
thia would extingiiifh her cities, her arts, and 
all the inftitutions of civil fociety. The Roman 
pontiff attempted to appeafe and convert thefe 
invincible Pagans by a miffion of Francifcan and 
Dominican friars j but he was afloriifhed by the 
reply of the Khan, that the fons of God and of 

In the year 1238,, the mhabitants of Gothia and Frife 

were prevented, by their fear of the Tartars, from fending, as ufual, 
their fhips to the herring-fifhery on the coaft of England ; and as there 
was no exportation, forty or fifty of thefe fifn were fold for a fhllling 
(Matthew Paris, p. 396.). It, is whimfical enough, that the orders of 
a Mogul Khan, who raigned on the borders of China, fnould har* 
lowered the price •£ henings in the EnglHh market. 

16 Zingis 
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Zingis were invefted with a divine power to fub- 
due or extirpate the nations ; and that the Pope 
would be involved in the univerfat deftru^tioUj, 
imlefs he vifited in perfori, and as a fupplianty 
the royal hord. The Emperor Eredenc the Se- 
cond embraced a more generous mode of de- 
fence; and his letters to the kings of France and 
England, and the princes of Germany, repre- 
fented the common danger, and urged them to 
arm their vaffals in this jud and rational cru- 
fade The Tartars thenifelves were awed by 
the fame and valour of the Franks : the town of 
Newdadt in Auftria w^as bravely defended againfl 
them by fifty knights and twenty crofs-bows ; 
and they raifed the fiege on the appearance of a 
German array. After w^afting the adjacent 
kingdoms of Servia, Bofnia, and Bulgaria, Ba* 
tou flowly retreated from the Danube to the 
Volga to enjoy the rewards of vidlory in the 
city and palace of Serai, which darted at his 
command from the midd of the defert. 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the 
north attra8:ed the arms of the Moguls : Shei- 
bani Khan, the brother of the great Baton, led 

I fhall copy his charaderlftic or flattering epithets- of the differ- 
ent countries of Europe: Furens ac fervens ad arma Germania, ftre- 
nure railitite genetrix et alumna Francia> bellicofa et audax Hifpania, 
virtuofa viris et clafle raunita fertilis Anglia, impetuofis bellatoribus 
referta Alemannia, navalis Dacia, indomita ftalia, pacis ignara Bur- 
gundia, inquieta Apulia, cum maris Gfsed, Adriatici et Tyrrheni iii- 
fulis pyraticis et invidis, Greta, Cypro, Sicilia, cum Oceano conter- 
minis iiifulis, et regionibiis, cruenta Hybernia, cum agili Wallia, pa- 
luftris Scotia, gUcialis , Norwegla fuam eledlam rnilitiam fuo -vexillo 
Crucis deftinabunt, &c. (Matthew Pasls, p. 498.). 
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CHAP, an herd of fifteen thoufand families into tlm 
wilds of Siberia ; and his defeendants reigned 
at Tobolfkoy above three centuries, till the 
Iluffiaii conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife 
which purfued the courfe of the Oby and 
Yenifei muft have led to the difeovery of the 
icy fea. After brufliing away the monftrous 
fables, of men wdth dogs heads and cloven 
feet, we fhall hnd, that, fifteen years after 
the death of JZingis, the Moguls were informed 
of the name and manners of the Sainoyedes 
in the neighbourhood of the polar circle, who 
dwelt in fubterraneous huts, and derived their 
furs and their food from the foie occupation of 
hunting^®, 

Thefuc- 'While China, Syria, and Poland, were m« 
Zingis, vaded at the fame time by the Moguls and Taiv 
A.D.ia27 tars, the authors of the mighty mifehief were 
content with the hnowdedge and declaration, that 
their word was the fword of death. Like the 
firfl caliphs, the firll fucceffors of Zingis feldom 
appeared in perfon at the head of their vidtorious 
armies. On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, 
the royal or golden hard exhibited the contraft 
of fimplicity and greatnefs 5 of the roafled flieep 
and mare’s milk which compofed their banquets | 
and of a diftribution in one day of five hundred 
waggons of gold and filver. The ambafladors 
and princes of Europe and Afia were compelled 
to undertake this diftant and laborious pilgrim- 

See Carpin’s relation in Hackluyt, vol. 1 . p. 30. The pedigree 
of the khans of Siberia is given by Abulphazi (part vlii. p. 495.). 
the Ruiffians found no Tartar .Chronicles at Tobollki i 
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pge ; and the life and reign of the great dukes of c H A P. 
Budia, the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the 
fultans of Iconium, and the emirs of Perfia, were 
decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. 

The fons and grandfons of Zingis had been ac- 
Guftomed to the pafloral life 5 but the village of 
Caracorum^* was gradually ennobled by their 
election and refidence. A change of manners is, 
implied in the removal of 06lai and Mangou 
from a tent to an houfe j and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
great officers of the empire, Inftead of the bound- 
lefs foreft, the inclofure of a park afforded the 
more indolent pleafures of the chace j their new 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
fculpture ; their fuperfluous treafures were caff 
in fountains, and bafons, and flatues of maffy 
iilver : and the artifts of China and Paris vied 
with each other in the fervice of the great khan^®, 
Caracoriim contained two ftreets, the one of Chi- 
nefe merchants, the other of Mahometan traders j 
and the places of religious worlhip, one Nefto- 
rian church, two mofchs, and twelve temples of 
various idols, may reprefent in fome degree the 
pumber and divilion of inhabitants. Yet a French 

The Map of D’Anville, and the Chinefe Itineraries (de Guignes, 
tom. I. part ii. p. 57.), leem to mark the pofition of Holin, or Cara- 
corum, about fix hundred miles to the north-weft of Pekin. The 
diftance between Selinginlky and Pekin is near 2000 Ruffian verftsj 
between 1300 and 1400 Engllfli miles (Bell’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 67.). 

' Rubruquis found at Caracorum his countryman Guillaume 
Boucher orfe-vre de Paris, who had executed for the khan a filver 
tree, fupported by four Hons, and ejedling four different liquors. 

Abulghazi (part iv.'p* 336.) pientions the painters of KItay or China. 

miffionary 
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c H AP. miffionary declares, that the town of St. Denys, 

, near Paris, was more contiderable than the Tar» 
tar capital; and that the whole palace of Man- 
gou was fcareely equal to a tenth part of that 
]Benedi6tine abbey. The coiiquefis of Ruflia and 
Syria might araiife the vanity of the great khans ; 
but they were feated on the borders of China ; 
tlie acquiiition of that empire was the nearefl 
and moil intereiling objedl ; and they might 
learn from their paftoral eGonotny, that it is for 
the advantage of the dieph^rd to prote6t and pro- 
adopt the ^ pagate his Rock. I have already celebrated the 
Chinar° wifclom and virtue of a Mandarin, who' prevented 
A.D.ia ^9 the defoiation of €ve populous and cultivated 
provinces. In a fpotlefs adminiilration of thirty 
years, this friendi of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the 
havoc of war; to fave the monuments, and to 
rekindle the dame, offcience; to reftrain the 
military commanded by the reftoration of civil 
magiilrates ; and to inftill the love of peace and 
julliceinto the minds of the Moguls. He llrug- 
gled with the barbarifm of the firft conquerors ; 
but his faliitary lelTons produced a rich harveft 
in the fecond generation. The northern, and by 
degrees the fouthern, empire, acquiefced in the 
government of Cubiai,; the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceffoiv of Mangouj, and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated in 
the manners of China. He reRored the forms 
of her venerable conftitution ; and the vi6lors 
fubmitted to the laws, the falhions, and even the 

prejudices. 
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prejudices, of the vanqLiifhed people. This peace- chap. 
fill triumph, which has been more than once . 

repeated, may be afcribed, in a great meafure, 
to the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. 

The Mogul army w^as dillblved in a vail and 
populous country j and their emperors adopted 
with pleafure a political fyllem, which gives to 
the prince the folid fubftance of defpotifm, and 
leaves to the fubjedt the empty names of phi- 
iofophy, freedom, and filial obedience. Under 
the reign of Cublai, letters, and commerce, 
peace and judice, were reftoredj the great ca- 
nal, of five hundred miles, was opened from 
Nankin to the capital : he fixed his refidence 
at Pekin ; and difplayed in his court the mag- 
nificence of the greateft monarch of Afia. Yet 
this learned prince declined from the pure and 
fimple religion of his great ancedor j he facri- 
ficed to the idol Fo ; and his blind attachraeBt 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of 
China provoked the cenfure of the difciples of 
Confucilis. His fucceffors polluted the palace 
wnth a crowd of eunuchs, phyficians, and adro- 
logers, wfiiile thirteen millions of their fub- 
jefils were confumed in the provinces by fa- 
mine. One hundred and forty years after the 
death of Zingis, his degenerate race, tlie dynady 
of the Yuen, w'as expelled by a revolt of the 

3 ’ The attachment of the hhans,. and the hatred of the mandarins, to 
the bonzes and lamas (Duhalde, Hift. de la Chine, tom. i. p. 50a, 50;?.) 
fcems to reprefent them as the priefts of the fame god, of the Indian 
.Fo, whofe worftiip prevaIIs.among the fedls of Hindoftan, Siam, Thibet, 

China, and Japan. But this myfterious fnbjedl Is ftill loft in a cloud, 
which the refearches of our Afiatic Society may gradually dilpel. 

native 
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CHAP, native Chinefe ; and the Mogul emperors were 
, . loft in the oblivion of the defert. Before this re-» 

Divifion of volution, they had forfeited their fupremacy 
the Mogul QYQj;- the dependent branches of their houfe, 
AD!ia59 the khans of Kipzak and Euffia, the khans of 
Zagatai, or Tranfoxiana, and the khans of Iran 
or Perfia. By their diftance and power thefe 
royal lieutenants had foon been releafed from the 
duties of obedience ; and after the death of 
Cublai, theyfcorned to accept a fceptre or a 
title from his unworthy fucceffors. According 
to their refpedive fituation they maintained the 
fimplicity of the paftoral life, or aflumed the 
luxury of the cities of Alia ; but the princes and 
their hords were alike difpqfed for the reception 
of a foreign worlhip^ After feme helitation 
between the Golpel and the Koran, they con- 
formed to the religion of Mahomet ; and while 
they adopted for their brethren the Arabs and 
Perfians, they renounced all intercourfe with the 
ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China, 
ifeape of In this fliipwreck of nations, fome furprife may 

nopi?rnd excited by the efcape of the Homan empire, 
the Greek whofe lelics, at the time of the Mogul invafion, 
empire were difmembered by the Greeks and Latins. 
Moguls, Lefs potent than Alexander, they were preffed^ 
A.D.IZ40 ]i]^e the Macedonian, both in Europe and 
—1504. lliepherds of Scythia; and had 

the Tartars undertaken the fiege, Conftanti- 
nople muft have yielded to the fate of Pekin, 
Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and 
voluntary retreat of Batou from the Danube 
was infiilted by the vain triumph of the Franks 

and 
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and Greeks ; and in a fecoiid expedition death c H A E. 
fiirprifed him in full march to attack the capital 
of the Csefars. His brother Borga carried the 
Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace ; but he 
was diverted from the Byzantine war by a vifit 
to Novogorod, in the fifty-feventh degree of lati- 
tude, where he numbered the inhabitants and 
regulated the tributes of Ruliia. The Mogul 
khan formed an alliance with the Mamalukes 
againft his brethren of Perfia: three hundred 
thoiifand horfe penetrated through the gates of 
Derbendj and the Greeks might rejoice in the 
iirft example of domeftic war. After the reco- 
very of Conllantinople, Michael Palmologiis 
at a diflance from his court and army, was fur- 
prifed and furroimded, in a Thracian caftle, by 
twenty thoufand Tartars. But the objedl of their 
march was a private intereft ; they came to the 
deliverance of Azadiu, the Turkifh fultan 5 and 
were content with bis perfon and the treafure of 
the Emperor. Their general Noga, whofe name 
is perpetuated in the herds of Aftracan, raifed a 
formidable rebellion againll Mengo Timour, the 
third of the khans of Kiepzak ; obtained in mar- 
riage Maria the natural daughter of Palmologus ; 
and guarded the dominions of his friend and 
father. The fubfequent invafions of a Scythian 

Some repulfe of the Moguls in Hungary (Matthew Paris, p.^45, 

546.) might propagate and colour the report of the union and vidory 
of the kings of the Franks on the confines of Bulgaria. Abulphara- 
gius (Dynaft. p. 310.X after forty years beyond the Tigris, might be 
eafily deceived. 

See Pachymer, 1 . Hi. c. aj. and l.ix. c.26, 17.: and the falfe 
,a!ana at Nice, I. HI. c.a;. Nicephorus Gregoras, Uiy. c, 6. 

' call- 
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caft were thole of outlaws and fugitives ; and 
Ibme thoufands of Alani and Comans, who had 
been driven from their native feats, were re- 
claimed from a vagrant life, and inlilled in the 
fervice of the empire. Such was the influence 
in Europe of the invafion of the Moguls, The 
flrll terror of their arms fecured, rather than 
diflurbed, the peace'of the Roman Afla. The 
fultan of Iconium folicited a perfonal interview 
with John Vataces ; and his artful policy en- 
couraged the Turks to defend their barrier 
againft the common enemy That barrier 
indeed was foon overthrown 5 and the fervitude 
and ruin of the Seljukians expofed the naked- 
nefs of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou 
threatened to march to Conftantinople at the 
head of four hundred thoufand men ; and the 
groundlefs panic of the citizens of Nice will 
prefent an image of the terror which he had in- 
fpired. The accident of a proceflion, and the 
found of a doleful litany, “ From the fury of 
‘‘ the Tartars, good Lord, deliver us,’’ had fcat- 
tered the hally report of an aflauit and inaffacre. 
In the blind credulity of fear, the ftreets of 
Nice were crowded with thoufan ds of both fexes, 
who knew not from what or to whom they fled j 
and fome hours elapfed before the firmnefs of 
the military officers could relieve the city from 
this imaginary foe. But the ambition of Ho- 
lagou and his fuccelTors was fortunately diverted 
by the conqueR of Bagdad, and a long vicifli- 

G. Acropolita, p-36, 37. NIc. Greg. I.Ii, c. 6 . Liv. c. 5. 

tude 
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tilde of Syrian wars : their hoftility to the Mof- c H A P. 
lems inclined them to unite with the Greeks and 
Franks ; and their generofity or contempt had 
offered the kingdom of Anatolia as the reward 
of ah Armenian vaflal. The fragments of the 
Seljukian monarchy were difputed by the emirs 
who had occupied the cities or the mountains j 
hut they all confeffed the fupremacy of the 
khans of Perfia ; and he often interpofed his 
authority, and fometimes his arms, to check 
their depredations, and to preferve the peace 
and balance of his Turkifh frontier. The death Decline of 
of Cazan one of the greatefl and moft accom» 
plifhed princes of the houfe of Zingis, removed Perfia, 
this falutary controul ; and the decline of the 
Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and pro- 
gress of the Ottoman empiiie 3'’. 

After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gela- Origin of 
leddin of Carizrae had returned from India to 

Hians, 

the poffeffion and defence of his Perfian king- A.D.ia 4 o, 
doras. In the fpace of eleven years, that hero 
fought in perfoii fourteen battles ; and fuch 

Abulpharagius, who -ftTote in the year 1284, declares that the 
Moguls, fmce the fabulous defeat of Batou, had not attacked either the , - 
Franks or Greeks ; and of this he is a competent witnefs. Hayton, 
likewife, the Armeniac prince, celebrates their friendlhip for himfelf 
and his nation. 

Pachymer gives a fplendid chara< 51 :er of Cazan Khan, the rival of 
Cyrus and Alexander ( 1 . xii. c. i.). In the conclufion of his hillory 
(l. xiii. C.36.), he Aoj)es much from the arrival of 30,000 Tochars or 
Tartars, livho were ordered by the fucceflbr of Cazan to reftrain the 
Turks of Bithynia, A. D. 1308. 

The origin of the Ottoman dynafty is illuftrated by the critical 
learning of M. M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom iv. p. 329-— 337.) 

and D’Anville (Empire Turc. p. 14— -aa*)* two inhabitants of Paris, 

from whom the Orientals may learn thehiftory and geography of their 
own country. 


was 
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c H A Po was liis activity, that he led his cavalry in feveii-' 
LXiv» Teflis to Kerman, a march of d 

^ thoiifand miles. Yet he was.oppreffed by the 
jealoufy of the Moflem princes, and the innu-^ 
merable armies of the Moguls j and after his laffc 
defeat, Gelaleddin periflied ignobly in the' 
mountains of Curdiftan. His death diffolved a 
veteran and adventurous army, which included 
under the name of Carizmians or Corafmins many 
Turkman hords, that had attached themfeives 
to the fultan’s fortune. The bolder and more 
powerful chiefs invaded Syria, and violated 
the holy fepulchre of Jerufalem : the more hum- 
ble engaged in the fervice of Aladin, fultan of 
Iconium ; and among thefe were the obfcure 
fathers of the Ottoman line* They had formerly 
pitched their tents near the fouthern banks of 
the Oxus, in the plains of Mahan and Nefa; 
and it is fomewhat remarkable that the fame 
Ipot ihould have produced the firll authors of 
the Parthian andTurkifli empires. At the head, 
or in the rear, of a Karifmian army, Soliman Shah 
was drowned in the paffage of the Euphrates : 
his fon Orthogrul became the foldier and fubjedt 
of Aladin, and eftabliflied at Surgut, on the 
banks of the Sangar, a camp of four hundred 
families or tents ■whom he governed fifty-two 
Reign of jears both in peace and war. He was the 
Otiiman, father of Thaman, or Athman, "whofe Turkifli 
name has been melted into the appellation of the 
Caliph Othman ; and if we defcribe that pailoral 
chief as a fhepherd and a robber, we miift fepa- 
rate from thofe characters all idea of ignominy 
lo and 
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and bafenefs. Othman poffeffed, and perbaps c 
furpaifed, the ordinary virtues of a foldier ; and 
the circuraftances of time and place were pi'opi- 
tioLis to his independence and fuccefs. The Sel- 
jukian dynafty was no more^; and the diftance 
and decline of theMogul khans foon enfranchifed 
him fi'oin the control of a fuperior. He was 
fituate on the verge of the Greek empire : the 
Koran fan6tified his gazi, or holy war, againft the 
inddels ; and their political errors unlocked the 
paffes of Mount Olympus, and invited him to 
defcend into the plains of Bithyiiia. Till the 
reign of Palseologus, thefe paffes had been vigi- 
lantly guarded by the militia of the country, who 
were repaid by their own fafety and an exemption 
from taxes. The Emperor abolilhed their privi- 
lege and affumed their office ; but the tribute 
was rigoroufly colledled, the cuftody of the paffes 
was negledted, and the hardymoimtaineers dege- 
nerated into a trembling crowd of peafants with- 
out Ipirit or difcipline. It was on the twenty- 
feventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and 
ninety-nine of the Chriffian sera, that Othman 
firll invaded the territory of Nicomedia ; and 
the lingular accuracy of the date feems to difclofe 
fome forefight of the rapid and deftriidtive growth 
of the monfier. The annals of the twenty-feven 
years of his reign would exhibit a repetition of 
the fame inroads ; and his hereditary troops were 

See Pachymer, I. X. a< 5 . I. xiii. c. 33,34.36. ; and con- 
cerning the guard of the mountains, L i. €.3 - — 6 ; Nicephonis 
■Gregoras, 1 . vii. c, i. and the ill book of Laonicus Chalcondyles, the 
Athenian. 

VOL. XI. FF multiplied 
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CHAP, multiplied in each campaign by the acceffion of 
. f captives and volunteers. Inftead of retreating to 
the hills, he maintained the moll ufeful and de» 
fenfible pofts j fortified the towns and caftles 
which he had firfi; pillaged ; and renounced the 
paftdral life for the baths and palaces of his infant 
capitals. But it was not till Othman was op- 
prefied by age and infirmities, that he received 
the welcome news of the conquefl of Prufa, which 
had been furrendered by famine or treachery to 
the arms of his fon Orchan, The glory of 0th- 
inan is chiefly founded on that of his defcendants ; 
but the Turks have tranfcribed or compofed a 
royal tefiament of his lafl counfels of juftice and 
moderation 

Reign of Prom the conqueft of Prufa, we may date the 
true sera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 
pofleflionsoftheChriftian fubjedlswere redeemed 

I am ignorant whetlier the Turks have any -WTlters older than 
Mahomet II., nor can I reach beyond a meagre chronicle (Annales Tur- 
cici ad Annum 1550), tranflated by John Gaudier, and publijfhed by 
Leunclavius (ad calcem Laonic. Chalcond. p. 511 — 350.), with co- 
pious pandedts, or commentaries. The Hiftoiy of the Growth and 
Decay (A. D. 130C — 1683) of the Othman empire, was tranflated 
into Englifh from the Latin MS. of Demetrius Cantemir, prince of 
Moldavia (London, 1734, in folio). The author is guilty of ftrange 
blunders in Oriental Hiftory ; but he was converfant with the lan- 
guage, the annals, and inftitutions of the Turks. Cantemir partly 
draws his materials from the Synopfis of Saadi Effendi of Larifla, de- 
dicated in the year 1696 to fultan Muftapha, and a valuable abr^dg® 
ment of the original hiftoriaris. In one of the Ramblers, Dr. Johnfon 
praifes KnoIIes (a General Hiftory of the Turks to the prefent year, 
London, 1603) as the firft of hiftorians, unhappy only in the choice of 
his fubjedl. Yet I much doubt whether a partial and verbofe com- 
pilation from Latin writers, thirteen hundred folio pages of fpeeches 
and battles, can either inftruA or amufe an enlightened age, which re- 
quires from the hiftorian fome tindlure of philofophy and criticifin. 

by 
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by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand crowns chap. 
of gold j and the city, b 3 >'the labours of Qrchan, , , 

alTumed the afpe6l of aMahoraetan capital ; Prnfa a . d . 1326 
was decorated with, a mofch, a college, and an 
holpital of royal foundation ; the Seljukian coin 
was changed for the name and imprellion of the 
new dynafty : and the moll fkilfiil profeffors, of 
human and divine knowledge, attradledthe Per- 
fian and Arabian ftudents from the ancient 
fchools of Oriental learning. The office of vizir 
was inftitLited for Aladin, the brother of Orchan j 
and a different habit diftinguilhed the citizens 
from the peafants, the Moflems from the infidels. 

All the troops of 0th man had conff ffed of loofe 
fquadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who ferved with- 
out pay and fought without difcipline: but a 
regular body of infantry was firft ellabliffied and 
trained by the prudence of his fon. A great 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a fmall 
ftipencl, but with the permiffion of living at home, 
unlefs they were fummoned to the held : their 
rude manners, and feditious temper, difpofed Or- 
chan to educate his young captives as his foldiers 
and thofe of the prophet j but the Turkiffi pea- 
fants were ffill allowed to mount on horfeback, 
and follow his ftandard, with the appellation 
and the hopes of freebooters. By thefe arts he 
formed an army of twenty-five thoufand Mof- 
lems : a train of battering engines was framed 
for the ufe of lieges j and the firff fuccefsful ex- 
periment was made on the cities of Nice and Hiscon- 
Nicomedia. Orchan granted a ^afe-condu(5l to 
all who were defirous of departing with their a.d. 1325 
F F 2 families '^^ 339 * 
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families and eiFe6ls ; but the widows of the flaim 
were given in marriage to the conquerors ; and 
the facrilegious plunder, the books, the vafes, 
and the images,werefold orranforaed atConftan- 
tinople. The Emperor Andronicus the younger 
was vanquiflied and wounded by the fon of 0th- 
man : he fnbdued the whole province or king- 
dom of Bithynia, as far as the lliores of the Bof- 
phoriis and Hellefpont ; and the Chriftians con- 
felTed the jiiftice and clemency of a reign, which 
claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks 
of Alia. Yet Orchan was content with the mo- 
deft title of emir ; and in the lift of his com- 
peers, the princes of Roum or Anatolia 
military forces were furpaffed by the emirs of 
Ghermian and Caramania, each of whom could 
bring into the field an army of forty thoufand 
men. Their dominions were fituate in the heart 
of the SeJjukian kingdom : but the holy warriors, 
though of inferior note, who formed new princi- 
palities on the Greek empire, are more confpi- 
cuous in the light of hiftory. The maritime 
country from the Propontis to the Mseander and v 
the ifle of Rhodes, fo long threatened and fo 
often pillaged, was finally loft about the thirtieth 

Cantacuzene> though he relates the battle and heroic flight of the 
younger Andronicus ( 1 . ii. c. 6, 7, 8.), diflenibles by his filence the lofs 
of Prufaj Nice, and Nicomedia, 'which are fairly confeffed by Nice- 
phorus Gregoras(l. vili. 15. ix. 9. 13. xi. 6 .). It appears that Nice 
was taken by Orchan in 1330, and Nicomedia in 1339, which are 
fome-wliat different from the Turkifh dates. 

The partition of the Turkifh emirs is extracted from two con- 
temporaries, the Greek Nicephorus Gregoras (I.vii. i.)and the Arabian 
Markefchi (de Guignes, tom.ii. P. ii, p.y 6 , 77 ). See likewife the 
firil book of Laonicus Chalcondyles. 


year 
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year of Andronicus the elder Two TurkiOi chap. 
chieftans, Sarukhan and Aidin, left their names 
to their conquells, and their conquefts to their ^ 

pofterity. The captivity or ruin of the^/eiye^z Lofsof tlie 
churches of Alia was confumniated ; and the bar- 
barons lords of Ionia and Lydia dill trample on a.d. 
the monuments of claffic and Chriftian antiquity. 

In the lofs of Ephefus, tbeChriftians deplored the 
fall of the firfl angel, the extintTion of the lirll 
candleftick, of th;i Revelations : the defolation 
is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the fearch of 
the curious traveller. The circus and three llately 
theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 
and foxes ; Sardes is reduced to a iniferable vil- 
lage ; the god of Mahomet, without a rival or 
a fon, is invoked in the mofchs of Thyatira and 
Pergamus ; and the populoufnefs of Smyrna is 
fupported by the foreign trade of the Franks and 
Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been faved 
by prophecy, or courage. At a dillance from the 
fea, forgotten by the emperors, encompalTed on 
all lides by the Turks, her valiant citizens de- 
fended their religion and freedom above four- 
fcore years ; and at length capitulated with the 
proudefl of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 


Pachymerj l.xui. c. 13. 

See the Travels of Wheeler and Spon, of Pococfce and Chandrei-s 
and more particularly Smith's Survey of Seven Churches of Afia, p.aoj 
— %y 6 . The more pious antiquaries labour to reconcile the promifes 
and threats of the author of the Revelations with the prefent ftate of 
the feven cities. Perhaps it would be more prudent to confine his pre- 
diifiions to the charaffiers and events of his own times. 


F F ^ 


colonies 
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CHAP, colonies and churches of Aha, Philadelphia is 
, LXIV. . a column in a fcene of ruins ; a pleaf- 

ing example, that the paths of honour and fafetj 
^ . may fometiines be the fame. The fervitude of 

KBlghtS of *' •■11 

Rhodes, Rhodes was delayed about two centuries by the 
A.D. i3to, eftabliflnnent of the knights of St. John of Jem- 
A.D. 135^3, falem : under the difcipline of the order, that 
Jan. I. ifland emerged into famine and opulence ; the 
noble and warlike Monks were renowned by land 
and fea ; and the bulwark of Chriflendom pro- 
voked, and repelled, the arms of the Turks and 
Saracens. 

Flrftpaf- The Greeks, by their inteftine divifions, were 
TSksVnto authors of their final ruin. During the civil 
Europe, wars of the elder and younger Andronicus, the 
fon of Othraan atchieved, almoft without refin- 
ance, the conqueft of Bithynia ; and the fame 
diforders encouraged the Turkifli emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent iflands and the fea-coaft of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adveiTa- 
ries ; by calling to his aid the public enemies of 
his religion and country. Amir, the fon of Ai- 
clin, concealed under a Turkifli garb the huma- 
nity and politenefs of a Greek ; he was united 
with the great domeftic by mutual efteem and 
reciprocal fervices ; and their friendfliip is com- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the 

Gonfult tlie ivtli book of the Hiftoire de FOrdre de Malthe, par 
FAbbe de Vertot. That pleafing writer betrays his ignorance, in 
fuppofiug tliat Othmanj a free-booter of the Bithynian hills, could 
hefiege Rhodes by fea and land. . 

perfedl 
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p.erfe6l union of Oreftes and Pylades On the C H A p. 
report of the clanger of his friend, who was per- . 
fecLited by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia aiOrembled at Srayrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred veflels, with an army of twenty-ninethouilind 
men; failed in the depth of winter, and call an- 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoiifand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and refcued 
the Emprefs, who was befieged in Deinotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that difaftrous moment, 
the life or death of his beloved Cantaciizene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia : but the grate- 
ful Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer, in- 
vited him to enter the city, and accompanied her 
meflage with a prefent of rich apparel, and an 
hundred horfes. By a peculiar Hrain of delicacy, 
the gentle Barbarian refufed, in the abfence of an 
unfortunate friend, to vifit his wife, or to tade 
the luxuries of the palace ; fuftained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter ; and rejedled the hofpi- 
table gift, that he might ftiare the hardfliips of 
two thoufand companions, all as deferving as 
himfelf of that honour of diftindlion. Neceffity 
and revenge might juftify his prmdatory excur- 
fions by fea and land : he left nine thouland five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet; and 

Nicephoras Gregoras has expatiated with pleafure oa this ami- 
able chara^er ( 1 . xii. 7. xiii. 4* 10. xiv, I. 9. xvi. 6.). Cantacuzene 
fpeaks with honour and efteem of his ally (h iii. c. 56, 57. 63, 64. 

66, 67, 68. 86. 89. 95, 96.); but he feems ignorant of his own fenti- 
mental paffign for the Turk, and indirectly denies the poffibility of 
luch unnatural friendlhip (I. iv. c. 40.). 

TF 4 
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c H A P. perfevered in the fruitlefsfearcli of Cantacuzene^ 
LXiv. till his embarkation was haftened by a fiditious 
letter, the feverity of the feafon, the clamours of 
his independent troops, and the weight of bis 
fpqil and captives. In the profecution of the civil 
war, the Prince of Ionia twice returned to Eu- 
rope ; joined his arms with thofe of the Emperor ; 
beiieged Theffalonica, and threatened Conflan- 
tinople. Calumny might affix fome reproach on 
his iinperfe6t aid, his hafty departure, and a bribe 
of ten thouland crowns, which he accepted from 
the Byzantine court; but his friend was fatisfied ; 
and the conduct of Amir is excufed by the more 
facred duty of defending againft the Latins his 
hereditary dominions. The maritime power of 
the Turks had united the Pope, the Eing of Cy- 
prus, the Republic of Venice, and the Order of 
St. John, in a laudable crufade ; their gallies in- 
vaded the coaft of Ionia ; and Amir was iOiain 
with an arrow, in the attempt to wreft from the 
Rhodian knights the citadel of Smyrna Be- 
fore his death, he generoufly recommended an- 
other ally of his own nation ; not more lincere 
or zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford 
a prompt and powerful fuccour, by his fituatioii 
along the Propontis and in the front of Conftan- 
Marriage tiiiople. Bv the profpe6l of a more advautageous 
with^a treaty, tl)e Turkilli prince of Bithynia was de- 
Greek tached from his engagements with Anne of Sa- 
puncefs, . and the pride of Orchan dictated the moll 

After the conquefl of Smyrna by the Latins, the defence of this 
fortrefs was impofed by Pope Gregory XL on tlie Knights of Rhodes 
'■fee Vertot, I. V.). 

16 
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folemn protellations, that if he could obtain the CHAP. 

daughter of Cantacuzene, he would invariably i 1 .. ‘ , 

fulfil the duties of a fubje6t and a fon. Parental A.D.i34<5* 
tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Chriftian princefs with a fe6lary of Mahomet; 
and the father of Theodore defcribes, with fhame- 
ful fatisfadlion, the dilhonour of the purple A 
body of Turldfii cavalry attended the ambafia- 
dors, who difembarked from thirty vefiels before 
his camp of Selybria. A fiately pavilion w^as 
erected in which the Emprefs Irene paffed the 
night with her daughters. In the morning, 
Theodora afcended a throne, which was fur- 
rounded with curtains of lilk and gold; the 
troops were under arms ; but the Emperor alone 
was on horfeback. At a fignal the curtains were 
fuddenly withdrawn, to difclofe the bride, or the 
vi6lim, encircled by kneeling eunuchs and hy- 
menjeal torches : the found of flutes and trum- 
pets proclaimed the joyful event ; and her pre- 
tended happinefs was the theme of the nuptial 
fong, which was chaunted by fuch poets as the 
age could produce. Without the rites of the 
church, Theodora was delivered to her barbarous 
lord ; but it had been ftipulated, that flie fliould 
preferve her religion in the haram of Biirfa ; and 

See Cantacuzene, 1 . iii. c, 95, Nicephoras Gregoras, who, for 
the light of Mount Thabor, brands the Emperor with the names of 
tyrant and Herod, excufes, rather than blames, this Turkifh mar- 
riage, and alleges the paffion and power of Orchan, EyyDTa.r©-, 

Tp raj kutov fiSn XIspirMta? ^ Turkijh J uVspaipwv SaVpaTrct? 

( 1 . XV. 5.). He afterwards celebrates his kingdom and armies. See 
his reign in Cantemir, p. a4 — -30. 
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c H A p. her father celebrates her charity and devotion in 
this ambiguous lituation. After his peaceful 
eftablifhment on the throne of Conftantinoplej 
the Greek Emperor vifited his Turkifli ally, who 
with four fons, by various wives, expedted him 
at Scutari, on the Afiatic fliore. The two princes 
partook, with feeming cordiality, of the pleafures 
of the banquet and the chace; and Theodora 
was permitted to repafs the Bolphorus, and to 
enjoy fome days in the fociety of her mother. 
But the friendftiip of Ofchan was fiibfervient to 
his religion and intereft ; and in the Genoefe war 
he joined without a blufli the enemies of Canta- 
cuzene. 

Eftabiift- jn the treaty with the Emprefs Anne, the Ot« 
the Otto- toman prince had inferted a Angular condition, 
mans in that it fhould be lawful for him to fell his pri- 
^t Conllantinople, or tranfport them into 
Afia. A naked crowd of Chriftians of both fexes 
and every age, of priefts and monks, of ma- 
trons and virgins, was expofed in the public 
market : the whip was frequently ufed to quicken 
the charity of redemption 5 and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the worft evils of temporal and 
ipiritual bondage Cantacuzene was reduced 
to fubfcribe the lame terms ; and their execution 
mull have been Hill more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thoufand Turks had been 
detached to the afliftance of the Emprefs Anne ; 

The moft lively and concife picSlure of this captivity, may be 
found in the hlftory of Ducas (c. 8.), who fairly defSnbes what Can- 
tacuzene confefles ’wth a guilty blufh ! 


but 
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but the entire forces of Orchan were exerted in c 
the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities 
were of a tranfient nature j as foon as the florin 
had paffed away, the fugitives might return to 
their habitations 3 and at the conclufion of the 
civil and foreign wars, Europe was completely 
evacuated by the Modems of Alia. It was in 
his tail quarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene 
inflicted the deep and deadly wound, which could 
never be healed by his fuccefTors, and which is 
poorly expiated by his theological dialogues 
againft the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of their 
own hiftory, the modern Turks confound their 
Jirft and their final pafiage of the Hellefpont^h 
anddefcribe the fon of Qrchan as a nodlurnal 
robber, who, with eighty companions, explores 
by llratagem an hoftile and unknown Ihore. So- 
liman, at the head of ten thoufand horfe, was 
tranfported in the vefiels, and entertained as the 
friend, of the Greek emperor. In the civil wars 
of Romania, he performed fome fervice, and per- 
petrated more mifchief j but the Cherfonefiis was 
infenfibly filled with a Turkilli colony : and the 
Byzantine court folicited in vain the rellitution 
of the fortreffes of Thrace. After fome artful 
delays between the Ottoman prince and his fon, 
their ranfom was valued at fixty thoufand crowns, 
and the firfl payment had been made, when an 

In tills pa{rage> and tlie firft conquefts in Europe, Cantemir 
(p. ay, 8cc.) gives a miferable idea of his Turfciflx guides : nor am I 
much better fatisfied with Chalcondyles (1. i. p. la, &c.). They for- 
get to confult the moft authentic record, the ivth book of Canta- 
cuzene. I likewife regret the laft hooks, which are Hill manufcript, 
of Nicephorus Gregoras. 


earth- 
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c H A P. earthquake Ihook the walls and cities of the pro» 
IXIY, vinces ; the difmantled places were occupied by 
“ ' the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the Hellef. 

pont, was rebuilt and repeopled by the policy of 
Soliman. The abdication of Gantacuzene dif- 
folved the feeble bands of domeflic alliance ; and 
his laft advice ad moniflied his countrymen to 
decline a ralh conteft, and to compare their own 
weaknefs with the numbers and valour, the dif 
cipline and enthufiafra, of the Moflems. His 
prudent counfels were defpifed by the headllrong 
vanity of youth, and foon juftihed by the vidlo- 
Deathof I’ies of the Ottomans. But as he pradtifed in 
Orchan the field the cxercife of the jerid, Soliman was 
fonsX killed by a fall from his horfej and the aged 
man. Oi’clian w^ept and expired on the tomb of his 
valiant fon. . 

The reign But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 
and Euro- tlg^th of their enemies ; and the Turkifli fcyme- 
quefts of tar was wielded with the fame fpirit by Amurath 
of Orchan, and the brother of 
—1389. Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the 
Byzantine annals we can difcern, that he fub- 
dued without refiftance the whole province of 
Romania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to 
Mount Haemus, and the verge of the capital j and 
that Adrianople was chofen for the royal feat of 
his government and religion in Europe. Gon- 
fiantinople, whofe decline is almofl coeval with 

After tlie conclufion of Gantacuzene and Gregoras, there follows 
a dark interval of an hundred years. George Phranza, Michael 
Ducas, and Laonicus Chalcondyles, all three wrote after the taking 
of Conflantinople, 

her 
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lier foundation, had often, in the lapfe of a c h ap. 
thoufand years, been affaulted by the Barbarians , ^ 

of the Eaft and Weft ; but never till this fatal 
hour had the Greeks been furrounded, both in 
Aha and Europe, by the arms of the fame 
hoftiie monarchy. Yet the prudence or gene- 
rofity of Amurath poftponed for a while this eafy 
conqueft j and his pride was fatisfied with the 
frequent and humble attendance of the Em- 
peror John Palseologus and his four fons, who 
followed at his fummons the court and camp 
of the Ottoman prince. He marched againft ' 
the Sclavonian nations between the Danube and 
the Adriatic, the Bulgarians, Servians, Bof- 
nians, and Albanians : and thefe warlike tribes, 
who had fo often infulted the majefty of the 
empire, were repeatedly broken by his deftruc- 
tive inroads. Their countries did not abound 
either in gold or filver ; nor were their rudic 
hamlets and townftiips enriched by dommerce, 
or decorated by the arts of luxury. But the 
natives of the foil have been diftinguiflied in 
every age by their hardinefs of mind and 
body ; and they were converted by a prudent 
inftitution into the firmeft and moft faithful fup- 
porters of the Ottoman greatnefs The vizir 
of Amurah/eminded his fovereign, that, accord- 
ing to the Mahometan law, he was entitled to 
a fifth part of the fpoil and captives j and that 
the duty might eafily be levied, if vigilant offi- 
cers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch the 

See Cantemir, p. 37-— ■41. with his own large and curious an- 
notations. 

paftage. 
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CHAP. paFage, and to feled for his ufe the ftouteft 
LXiv. and moll beautiful of the Chriftian youth. The 
advice was followed j the edii6l was proclaimed ; 
many thoufands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms ; and the new 
militia was confecrated and n amed by a celebrated 
dervifh. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he ftretched the lleeve of his gown over the head 
of the foremoft foldier, and his bleffing was 
The Jani- delivered in thefe words : Let them be called 
zanes. „ Janizaries ( Yengi cheri, or new foldiers) j may 
their countenance be ever bright ! their hand 
vidloriousl their fword keen ! may their fpear 
** always hang over the heads of their enemies ! 
and wherefoever they go, may they return with 
a white face Such was the origin of thefe 

haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and 
fometimes of the fultans themfelves. Their va- 
lour has declined, their difcipline is relaxed, and 
their tumultuary array is incapable of contend- 
ing with the order and weapons of modern tac- 
tics; but at the time of their inflitution, they 
poffeffed a decilive fuperiority in war ; fince a 
regular body of infantry, in conftant exercife and 
pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of 
Chriftendom, The Janizaries fought with the 
zeal of profelytes againft their idolatrous coun- 
trymen ; and in the battle of Coffova, the league 
and independence of the Sclavonian tribes was 
finally cruflied. As the conqueror walked over 

Whit^ sxiA black isce. are common and proverbial expreffions of 
pralfe and reproach in the Tarkifh language. Hie nigsr eft, hunc tu 
Romane caveto, was likewife a Latin fentence. 

12 , , the 
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tile field, he obferved that the greatefl part of c h a p. 
the flain confifted of beardlefs youths ; and lift- , , 

ened to the flattering reply of his vizir, that 
age and wifdom would have taught them not to 
oppofe his irrefiflible arms. But tlie fword of 
' his Janizaries could not defend him from the 
dagger of defpair; a Servian foldier flatted 
from the crowd of dead bodies, and Amurath 
was pierced in the belly with a mortal wound. 

The grandfon of Othman was mild in his temper, 
modeft in his apparel, and a lover of learning 
and virtue : but the Modems were fcandalifed 
at his abfence from public worfhip ; and he was 
corredled by the firmnefs of the mufti, who 
dared to rejedl his teflimony in a civil caufe 5 a 
mixture of fervitude and freedom not unfrequent 
in Oriental hitlory 

The charadler of Bajazet, the fon and fucceffor The reign 
of Amurath, is flrongly expreffed in Ms furname 
of Ilderim^ or the lightning 5 and he might glory a.d. 1389 
in an epithet, which was drawn from the fiery —^403, 
energy of his foul and the rapidity of his deftruc- ^ 
tive march. In the fourteen years of his reign 
he inceflaiitly moved at the head of his armies, 

from 


” See the Life and Deatti of Morad or Amurath I. in Cantemir 
(p. 33 — 45.), the ift book of Chalcondyles, and the Annales TurcicI 
of Leunclavlus. According to another ftory, the fultan was (tabbed 
by a Groat in his tent; and this accident was alledged to Bulbequius 
(Epift. i, p, 98,) as an excufe for the unwot^y precaution of pinioning} 
as it were, between two attendants, an arab^dor's arras, when he is 
introduced to the royal prefence. 

The reign of Bajazet I, or Ilderim Bayazid, is contained in Can- 
temir (p. 46.}, the iid book of Chalcondyles, and the Annales TurcicI.: 
The furname of Ilderim, or lightening, is an example, that the con.: 

querors 
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CHAP, from Bourfa ^ to Adrianople, from the Danube 
, , to tiie Euphrates ; and though he ftrenuoufly 

laboured for the propagation of the law, he 
invaded, with partial ambition, the Chrillian 
and Mahometan princes of Europe and Alia. 
His con- From Angora to Amafia and Erzeroiim, the . 
fromAe northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to 
Euphrates Iiis obedience : he dripped of their hereditary 
poffeffions, his brother emirs of Gherinian and 
Caramania, of Aidin and Sarukhan ; and after 
the conqueft of Iconium, the ancient kingdom 
of the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman 
dynafty. Nor were the conquefts of Bajazet 
lefs rapid or important in Europe. No fooner 
had he impofed a regular form of fervitude 
on the Servians and Bulgarians, than he paffed 
the Danube to feek new enemies and new 
fubje<Sts in the heart of Moldavia Whatever 
yet adhered to the Greek empire in Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Theifaly, acknowledged a 
Turkifh mafter: an obfequious bifliop led him 
through the gates of Thermopylae into Greece : 
and we may obferve, as a lingular fadt, that 
the widow of a Spanifli chief, who poffeifTed 
the ancient feat of the oracle of Delphi, de- 
ferved his favour by the facrifice of a beau- 
teous daughter. The Turkifh communication 

querors and poets of every age have felt the truth of a fyftem which 
derives the fublime from the principle of terror. 

Cantemir, who celebrates the viAorles of the great Stephen over 
the Turks (p. 47.), had compofed the ancient and modern hate of his 
principality of Moldavia, which’ has been long promifed, and is hill 
Mnpublilhed, 


between 
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between Europe and Afia had been dangerous 
.and doubtful, till he ftationed at Gallipoli a fleet 
of gaiiies, to command the Hellefpont and inter- 
cept the Latin fuccours of Cpnftantinople. While 
the monarch indulged his paffions in abouncllefs 
range ofinjufliceand cruelty, he impofedon his 
foldiers the moll rigid laws of inodefly and abfti- 
nence j and the harvefl was peaceably reaped and 
fold within the precindts of iiis camp. Provoked 
by the loofe and corrupt adminiftration of juftice, 
he colledted in a houfe the judges and lawyers of 
his dominions, who expedted that in a few mo- 
ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to aflies. His miniflers trembled in filence : but 
an AUthiopian buffoon prefiimed to infinuate the 
true caufe of the evil ; and future venality was 
left without excufe, by annexing an adequate fa- 
lary to the office of cadhi^®, , The humble title 
of emir was no longer fuitable to the Ottoman 
greatnefs j and Bajazet condefcended to accept a 
patent of fultan from the caliphs who ferved in 
Egypt under the yoke of the Mamalukes^® : a 
laft and frivolous homage that was yielded by 
force to opinion 5 by the Turkifh conquerors to 
the houfe of Abbas and the fucceffors of the Ara- 
bian prophet. The ambition of the Sultan was 

Leunclav. Annal. Turcici, p, 3189319. The venality of the 
cadhis has long been an objedl of fcandal and fatire; and if we diA 
tmft the obfervations of our travellers, we may confult the feeling of 
the Turks themfelves (D’Herbelot, Bibliot. Onentale, p. »i6, »i7. 
aa9,a30‘)- 

® The fait, which Is attefted by the Arabic hiftory of Ben Schounali, 
a contemporaiy Syrian (de Guignes, Hift.des Huns, tom. iv. p.336.), 
deftroys the teftimony of Saad Effendi and Canteinir (p. 14, of 
the eleitiou of Othmail to the. dignity of fultan, 
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CHAP, inflamed by the obligation of deferving this au» 
LXW. title: and he turned his arms agahiil the- 
kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual theatre of 
the Turkifli victories and defeats. Sigifmood, the 
Hungarian king, was the fon and brother of the 
Emperors of the Weft : his caufe was that of Eu- 
rope and the church ; and on the report of his 
danger, the braveft knights of France and Ger- 
many were eager to march under his ftandar d and 
Battle of that of the crofs. In the battle of Nicopolis, Ba- 
A d°^i 396 jazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred 
Sept.a8. ’ thoufand Chriftians, who had proudly boafted, 
that if the fky ihould fall, they could uphold it on 
their lances. The far greater part were flain or 
driven into the Danube j and Sigifmond, efcaping 
to Conftantinople by the river and the Black 
Sea, returned after a long circuit to his exhauft ed 
kingdom*®. In the pride of victory Bajazet 
threatened that he would beliege Biida ; that he 
would fubdue the adjacent countries of Ger- 
many and Italy ; and that he would feed his 
horfe with a bulhel of oats on the altar of St. 
Peter at Rome. His progrefs was checked, not 
by the miraculous interpofition of the apoftle j 
not by a crufade of the Chriftian powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout. The 
diforders of the moral, are fome times corre6ted 
by thofe of the phyfical, world j and an 
acrimonious humour falling on a fingle fibre of 

See tlie Decades Renim Hungaricarum (Dec.iii. IJi. p, 379.) 
of Bonfuiius, an Italiaa, who, in the xvth century, was invited into 

Hungary to compofe an eloquent hlftory of that kingdom. Yet, if it 
be extant and acceffible, I fiiouM give the preference to fome homely 
chronicle of the time and country. 


one 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


one man, may prevent or fufpend the mifery of c H A p. 
nations. » j 

Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war j Crufade 
but the dilailrous adventure of the French has 
procured us forae memorials which illuftrate the FrJnch 
vi^ory and character of Bajazet"'. The Duke Pences, 
of Burgundy, fovereign of Flanders, and uncle 1396*--. 
of Charles the Sixth, yielded to the ardour of his 1398. 

fon, John Count of Nevers 5 and the fearlefs 
youth was accompanied by four princes, his cou- 
fins, and thofe of the French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the Sire de Coney 
one of the heft and oldeft captains of Chriften- 
dom ; but the conftable, admiral, and marflial, 
of France®^ commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thoufand knights and 
fquires. Thefe fplendid names were the fource 
of prefumption and the bane of difcipline.'^ So 

I fliould not corapUin of the labour of this work, if my materials 
were always derived from fuch books as the chronicle of honeftProiflard 
(vol.iv. c. 67. 69. 7a. 74. 79 — 83. 85. 87.89.), who read little, enquired 
much, and believed all. The original Memoirs of the Marechal de 
Boucicault (Partie i. c. aa — aS.) add fome fa<fts, but they are dry and 
deficient, if compared with the pleafant garrulity of Proiffard, 

An accurate Memoir on the Life of Equerrand VII. Sire ue Coucy, 
has been given by the Baron de Zurlanhen, (Hift. de I’Academie des 
inferiptions, tom. xxv.). His rank and poffeffions were equally con- 
fiderable in France and England; and, in 1375, i^eled an army of ad- 
venturera into Switzerland, to recover a large patrimony which he 
claimed In right of his grandmother, the daughter of the Emperor 
Albert J. of Aufh'Ia (Sinner, Voyage ifens la Suille Occidentale, 
tom.i. p. 118 — 1X4.). 

Tliat military office, fo refpeiStable at prefent, was ftill more con- 
fpicuous when it was divided between two perfons (Daniel, Hift. de la 
Miiice Fraiifoife, tom, ii. p. 5.). One of thefe, the marflial of the 
crufade, was the famous Boucicault, who afterwards defended Con- 
ftantinople, governed Genoa, invaded the coaft of Afia, and died in 
the field of Axincour. 
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G HAP. many might afpire to command, that none wete 
t ■ willing to obey ; their national fpirit defpifed both 
their enemies and their allies; and in the perfua- 
fioii that Bajazet would iy, o'c muji fall, they 
began to compute how foon they llioiild vifit 
Coiiftantinople and deliver the holy fepulchre* 

When their fcouts annoiineed the approach of I 
the Turks, the gay and thoughtlefs youths were 
at table, already heated with wine; they inftantly 
clafped their armour, mounted their horfes, rode 
fulHpeed to the vanguard, and refented as ah 
aifront the advice of Sigifmond, which would 
have deprived them of the right and honour of 
’ the foremoft attack. The battle of Nicopolis' 
would hot have been loft, if the French would 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians: 
but it might have been glorioufly won, had the. 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French.- 
They dilperfed the firft line, confifting of the 
troops of Afia; forced a rampart of ftakes, which 
had been planted againft the cavalry; broke, after 
a bloody conflict, the Janizaries themfelves ; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous- 
iquadronsthatilfued from the woods, and charged 
on all tides this handful of intrepid warriors. In 
the fpeed and fecrecy of his march, in the order 
and evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt and 
admired the military talents of Bajazet. They 
accufe his cruelty ill the ufe ofvi^ory. After 
referving the Count of Nevers, and four-and- 
twenty lords, whofe birth and riches were attefted 
by his Latin interpreters, the remainder of the 
. 10 French 
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French captives, wlio had furvived the daughter c 
of the day, were led before his throne ; and, as 
they refuted to abjufe theirfaith, werefucceffively 
beheaded in his prefence. The Sultan was exaf* 
perated by the lofs of his braveft Janizaries ; and 
if it be true, that, on the eve of the engagement, 
the French had raaflacred their Turkidi pri- 
foners they might impute to themfelves the 
confequences of a juft retaliation. A knight, 
whofe life had been fpared, was permitted to re- 
turn to Paris, that he might relate the deplorable 
tale, and folicit tlie ranfom of the noble captives. 
In the mean while, the Count of Nevers, with the 
princes and barons of France, were dragged along 
in the marches of the Turkifti camp, expofed as 
a grateful trophy to the Moflems of Europe and 
Ada, and ftridlly confined at JBourfa, as often as 
Bajazet refided in his capital. Tfi^ lStdtan was 
prefled each day to expiate with their blood the 
blood of his martyrs ; but he had pronounced, 
that they fliould live, and either for mercy or 
deftru6lion his word was irrevocable. He was 
affured of their value and importance by the 
return of the meffenger, and the gifts and inter- 
ceffions of the kings of .France and of Cyprus. 
Lufignan prefentedhim with a gold falt-cellar of 
curious workmanfliip, and of the price of ten 
thoufand ducats j and Charles the Sixth difpatclied 
by the way of Hungary a caft of Norwegian 
hawks, and fix horfe-loads of fcarlet cloth, of 

For tills odious fadl, the Abbe de Vertot quotes the Hlft. Aiio- 
nyme do St, Denys, l,XYi.c.io,ii.(Qrfc deMalthe, tom»li, 

fine 
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fine linen of Rheims, and of Arras tapeftry-j re- 
prefenting the battles of the great Alexander. 
After much delay, the ede6l of diftance rather 
than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ranfom 
of two hundred thoufand ducats for the Count of 
Nevers and the furviving princes and barons 5 the 
Marflial Boucicault, a famous warrior, was of the 
number of the fortunate; but the admiral of 
France had been (lain in the battle; and the con- 
ftable, with the Sire de Coucy, died in the prifon 
of Bourfa. This heavy demand, which was 
doubled by incidental cofts, fell chiefly on the 
Duke of Burgundy, or rather on his Flemifti 
fubjedls, who were bound by the feudal laws to 
contribute for the knighthood and captivity of 
the elded fon of their faithful did 

charge of the debt, fome merchants of Genoa 
gave fecurity to the amount of five times the 
fmii ; a iefibn to thofe warlike times, that com- 
merce and credit are the links of the fociety of 
nations. It had been ftipulated in the treaty, 
that the French captives Ihould fwear never to 
bear arms againft the perfon of their conqueror; 
but the ungenerous redraint was abolilhed by 
Bajazet himfelf. “ I defpife,” faid he to the 
heir of Burgundy, thy oaths and thy arms. 
«•= Thou art young, and mayed be ambitious of 
“ effacing the difgrace or misfortune of thy fird 
chivalry, Affemble thy powers, proclaim thy 
defign, and be affured that Bajazet will rejoice 
“ to meet thee a fecond time in the field of bat- 
tie.” Before their departure, they were in- 
dulgediii the freedom andhofpitality of the court 
I . of 
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of Bouifa. The Trench princes admired the chap. 
magnificence of the Ottoman, whofe hunting and . 

hawking equipage was compofed of feven thou- 
fand hiintfmen and feven thoufandfalconers^’^ In 
their prefence, and at his command, the belly of 
one of his chamberlains was cut open, on a com- 
plaint againft him for drinking the goat’s-milk of 
a poor woman. The ftrangers were aftoniflied by 
this a6fc of jufticej but it was the juftice of a 
fultan who difdains to balance the weight of 
evidence, or to meafure the degrees of guilt. 

After his enfranchifement from an opprefiive The Em- 
guardian, John Palaeologus remained thirty-fix 
years, the helplefs, and, as it fhould feem, the 
carelefs fpedlator of the public ruin Love, or J^n. s— 
rather lufl, was his only vigorous pafiion 5 and in ’ 
the embraces of the wives and virgins of the 
city,' the Turkifii flave forgot of 

the Emperor of the Homans. Androhlciis,- his 
eldeft fon, had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendfiiip with Sauzes, the fon 
of Amurath ; and the two youths conlpired 
againft the authority and lives of their parents. 

The prefence of Amurath in Europe foon difco- 

Sherefeddin All (Hift. de Timour Becj I. v. c, 13.) allows Ba- 
jazeta round number of lajooo officers and fcrvants of the chafe. A 
part of his fpoils was afterwards difplayed in a hunting match of 
Timour: i. hounds with fatin houfings; a. leopards with collars let 
with, jewels ; 3. Grecian greyhounds ; and, ,4. dogs from Europcj as 
llrong as African lions (idem) I, vi. c* ly.y * Bajazet was particularly 
fond of flying his hawks at cranes {Chalcocondyles, l. ii. p. 35.). 

For the reigns of John Palaeologus and his fon Manuel, from 
1354 to 140a, fee Duc^s, c. 9—15. Phranza, hi. c. 16— ai. and the 
ill and iid books of Chalcocondyles, whofe proper fubjedl is drowned in 
a fea of epifode. 
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CHAP* vered and diffipated their rafli counfelsj and, 
, after depriving Sauzes of Ws %ht, the Ottoman 

threatened his vaffal with the treatment of an 
accomplice and an enemy, iniiefs he inflicted a 
hmilar punifiiment da his own fbn. Palseologus 
trembled and obeyed ; and a cruel precaution 
involved in the fame fentence the childhood and 
innocence of John the fon of the criminal. But 
the operation was fo mildly, or fo ikilfully, per- 
formed, that the one retained the light of an eye, 
and the other was aflii6ted only with the infirmity 
Difcordof of fquinting. Thus excluded from the fuccef- 
tiie Greeks, ijon, the two pi’inces were confined in the tower 
of Anema ; and the piety of Manual, the fecond 
fon of the reigning monarch, was rewarded with 
the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the end 
of two years, the turbtil®»^'®'fthe Latins and the 
levity of the Greeks produced a revolution ; and 
the two emperors were buried in the tower from 
whence the two prifoners were exalted to the 
throne. Another period of two years afforded 
Palasologus and Manuel the means of efcape : it 
was contrived by the magic or fubtlety of a monk, 
wbo was alternately named the angel or the devil: 
they fled to Scutari ; their adherents armed 
in their caufe ; and the two Byzantine fa6lions 
dilplayed the ambition and animofity with 
which Cmfar and Pompey had - difpiited the 
empire of the world. The Roman world was 
now contradled to a corner of Thrace, between 
the Propontis and the Black Sea, about fifty 
miles in length and thirty in breadth; a Ipace of 
ground not more extenfive than the leffer prin- 
cipalities 
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eipalities of Germany or Italy, if the remains of R 

Conftantiiioplehadnotflillreprcfented thewealtli _ 

and pop uloufn els of a kingdom. Toreftorethe 
public peace, it was found neceffary to divide this 
iragment of the empire; and while Palasologus and 
Manuel were left in pofleflion of the capital , almoff 
all that lay without the walls was ceded to the 
blind princes, who fixed their refidence at Rho-^ 
dofto andSelybria. In the tranquil dumber of 
royalty, the paffions of John Palseologus furvived 
his reafon and his ftrength ; he deprived his fa- 
vourite and heir of a blooming princefs of Tre- 
bizond ; and while the feeble Emperor laboured 
to confummate his nuptials, Manuel, with an 
hundred of the nobleft Greeks, was fent on a 
peremptory fiimmons to theOttomany>ori?(?. They 
£hrvad».with honour in the wars of Bajazet ; but a 
plan of fortifying CohftantinOpIeex^ted his jea- 
loufy : he threatened their lives ; the new Works 
were inftantly demolilhed : and we fiiall bellow 
a praife, perhaps above the merit of Palaeologus, 
if we impute this laft humiliation as the caufe of 
his death. 

The earliell intelligence of that eventwas com- TheEmpe- 
municated to Manuel, whoefcaped with fpeed and 
fecrefy from the palace of Bourfa to the Byzan- 
tine throne. Bajazet afiedled a proud indifference 
at tliedofs of this valuable pledge ; and while he 
purfued his conquells in Europe and Aha, he left 
the Emperor to llruggle with his blind coufin 
John of Selybria, who, in eight years of civil war, 
aflerted his right of primogeniture. At length, 
the ambition of the vidlorious Sultan pointed to 
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c H A P. the conqiieft of Conftantitiople ; but he liilened 
, to the advice of his vizir, who reprefented, that 
fuch an enterprife might unite the powers of 
Chi’iilendora in a fecond and more formidable 
crufade. His epiftle to the Emperor was con- 
Hiftrefsof ceived in thefe words: “ By the divine cle- 
nopieA^^* “ mency, our invincible fcymetar has reduced 
A.D..T395 “ to our obedience almoft all Alia, with many 
—1403. « large countries in Europe, excepting only 

“ the city of Couftantinople ; for beyond the 
walls thou haft nothing left* Refign that city j 
“ ftipulate thy reward ; or tremble, for thyfelf 
and thy unhappy people, at the confequences 
“ of a rafh refufal.” But his ambalfadors were 
inftrudted to foften their tone, and to propofe a 
treaty, which was fubfcribed with fubmiffion and 
gratitude. A teuee‘’'^^n }"ears was purchafed 
by an annual tribute of thirty thoufand crowns of 
gold : the Greeks deplored the public toleration 
of the law of Mahomet, and Bajazet enjoyed the 
glory of .eftablifliing a Turkifli cadhi, and found- 
ing a royal mofch in the metropolis of tlie Eafterft 
church Yet this truce was foon violated by 
the reftlefs fultan : in the caufe of the Prince of 
Selybria, the lawful emperor, an army of Otto- 
mans again threatened Conftantinople ; and the 
diftrefs of Manuel implored the protedlion of the 
King of France. His plaintive embaffy obtained 
much pity and fome relief j and the condudl of 
Ihe fuccour was entrufted to the inarftial Bouci- 

Catitemir, p.56“53. Of the Greeks, Ducas alone (c. 13. i^.) 
acknowledges the Turkilh cadhi at Conftantinople. Yet even Ducag 
diflembles the mofch. 

cauit. 
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cault*^ whofe religious chivalry was inflamed by c 
the deflre of revenging his captivity on the mfi« 
dels. He<iailed' wMr’^bur ihips of war, from 
Aiguefraortes to the Hellefpont ; forced the paf- 
fage, which was guarded by feventeen Turkiili 
gallies ; landed at Conftantinople a fupply of hx 
hundred men at arms and fixteen hundred 
arcliers; and reviewed them in the adjacent plain, 
without condefcending to number or array the 
multitude of Greeks, By his prefeiice the block- 
ade was raifed both by fea and land j the flying 
fquadrons of Bajazet were driven to a more re- 
Ipedlful diilance ; and feveral callles in Europe 
and Afia were flormed by the Emperor and the 
Marflial, who fought with equal valour by each 
other’s fide. But the Ottoi\^is foon returned 
wildratl fhcreafe of numbers ; and the intrepid 
Boucicault, after a year’s fl;riiggIe,"7e!bIv&rH0 
evacuate a country, which could no longer afford 
either pay or puovifions for his foldiers. The 
marflial oft'ered to conduct Manuel to the French 
court, where he might folicit in perfon a fupply 
of men and moneyj andadvifed in themeanwhile, 
that to extinguifli all domeftic difcord, he fliould 
leave his blind competitor on the throne. The 
propofal was embraced : the Prince of Selybria 
was introduced to the capital ; and fiich was the 
public raifery, that the lot of the exile Teemed 
more fortunate than that of the fovereign. In- 
ftead of applauding the fuccefs of his vaflal, the 

^ Memoires du bon Meflire Jean le Maingre^ dit Boucicault Ma- 
rcchal de France, partie ire, c. 30, 35, 

Turkifli 
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CHAP. Tiirkifli Sultan claimed the city as his own ; and 
oji the refufal of the Emperor John, Conftanti- 
iiople was more clofely preffed by the calamities 
. of war and famine. Againll fuch an enemy, 
pray ei’S and refiftance were alike unavailing; 
and the fa vage would have devoured his prey, if, 
in the fatal moment, he had not been overthrown 
by another favage ftronger than himfelf. By 
the vi6tory of Timotir or Tamerlane, the fall of 
Conftahtinople was delayed about fifty years ; 
and this important, though accidental fervice 
may juftly introduce the life and chara6ler of the 
Mogul conqueror* 
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